
 
Kennington Parish Council 

Oxfordshire 
Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on  

8th June, 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Village Centre 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Present: Cllrs. Baggott, Biggs, Charlett, Ellis, Patterson, Swaisland and Cllr. Mrs 
Rodgers 
 
In attendance: Cllr. Alan Cobb and Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council  

 
1. Election of Chairman of the Amenities Committee:  

Cllr. Baggott was proposed by Cllr. Biggs and seconded by Cllr. Charlett and 
elected unanimously 
 

2. Election of the Vice-Chairman of the Amenities Committee 
Cllr. Mrs Rodgers was proposed by Cllr. Biggs and seconded by Cllr. Charlett and 
elected unanimously 
 

3. Apologies  
Cllr. Holland 

 
4. Declarations of Personal or Personal and Prejudicial Interests 

None 
 
5. Lease for the Kennington Playing Fields Association for Playfield Road 

a) The Clerk read out the current lease. It was felt that the details of lease should 
be kept broadly similar. There was a discussion about whether or not to 
remove the new play area from the lease. It was felt that the play area needed 
additional management and it was uncertain if the Playing Fields Association 
would be prepared to undertake it. The Clerk explained that the lease would 
need to be registered with the Land Registry and if the play area was removed 
a detailed survey plan would be needed which would be an additional cost. 
The Clerk was concerned about the insurance cover of the play area.  
It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate with Julia Kent the legal 
position and difficulties of removing the play area. The Clerk would 
contact the insurance company to obtain clarification of the public 
liability insurance for both Playfield Road and Forest Side.  

 
b) Cllr. Patterson asked about the container at Playfield Road and whether the 

Association had asked permission to install it. The Clerk said they had not at 
the time. 
 It was agreed to recommend to the Council not to pursue this item but to 
make the Association aware of the terms of the lease.  

 
c) Cllr. Ellis reported that dogs were getting into the play area nearest the 

pavilion.  
It was agreed to suggest to the Council that they arrange for the lower 



part of the fence between the Memorial Field and the play area to be 
blocked off to stop dogs getting in and children getting out. 

 
6. Management agreement for Forest Side with the Kennington Playing Fields 

Association  
The Clerk explained that as the lease of Forest Side was with St John’s College 
there could be no sub letting to the Playing Fields Association. Since the land had 
been leased there had been an informal understanding that the Association would 
undertake the day to day management. The Clerk felt it was important to clarify 
what they did as she was contacted by the public on a number of issues including 
litter, fly tipping and vandalism.  
It was agreed to meet the Playing Fields Association to discuss this in detail 
and any other options for management of the fields. It was suggested that this 
should take place on 15th July 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
 

7. Installation of the BMX track at Forest Side 
The Clerk reported that it would be necessary to ask permission from St John’s 
College to do the work. There was a general discussion about how the work would 
be done. It was felt that a contractor with a digger could work on an hourly basis.  
It was agreed with the approval of the Council to invite the interested young 
people from the public meeting to meet up at Forest Side on 19th June at 9am 
to ask them what they would like the track to look like.  

 
8. Employment of a caretaker for the new Links play area at Playfield Road 

There was a discussion on the types of jobs that a caretaker could undertake. It 
was felt that the most urgent need was a litter picker who could report back any 
damage.  
It was agreed to request the Council to approve a temporary litter picker for 
three hours a week at the same rate as the Village Warden. This would cost 
£22.50 per week or £1,170 for a full year.  

 
9. Grass Cutting Contract 

Following a number of complaints about uncut verges, the Clerk reported that she 
had found out via the Vale and County Council that the Vale had handed the areas 
they used to cut in Poplar Grove, Meadow View Road and Grundy Crescent back 
to the County in March 2010. The Clerk had been assured that the County would 
do the cutting for the rest of this season and had already done one cut.  
 

10. Date of Next Meeting 
The Committee would meet on 13th July from 7.30pm to 8pm before the 
Planning meeting in the Village Hall 
 
Meeting closed 8.20pm   
 
 
 
Signed ...............................................................   Date............................................ 

 


