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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 

PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 10 November 2011 at 7.30 pm 

OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Centre 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Cllr. Biggs in the chair 

Present:  
Cllr. Baggott 

Cllr. Charlett 

Cllr. Cobb  

Cllr. Ellis  

Cllr. Feather  

Cllr. Gelder 

Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Landau 

Cllr. Mansfield 

Cllr. Mason 

Cllr. Patterson 

 

In Attendance: Mrs Denise Cattell acting as minute secretary. 

 

4194. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

There were no items raised. 

 

4195. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllrs. Mrs Rodgers, Jennings and Mansfield had sent their apologies. Pam Johnston 

(the Clerk) sent her apologies as she was unwell.  County Councillor Arash Fatemian 

sent his apologies. 

 

4196. The Chairman proposed to postpone Item 11 on the agenda (trees) until Cllr. 

Mansfield was in attendance.  Seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

 

4197. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
All Councillors, except Cllr. Charlett, declared a personal interest in item 5 of the agenda 

(salt bins). 

 

4198. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting on 13
th

 October 2011 were agreed and signed.  

 

4199. PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL SALT BINS 

After considering the suggestions received from Parishioners, the Councillors voted 

for the following locations for the new salt bins: 

 

Bagley Wood Road at junction with St Swithun’s Road  

Upper Road at the top of the slope (outside No. 19) 

Meadow View Road at the south junction with Poplar Grove 

 

These locations proposed by Cllr. Paddy Landau, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted 

for unanimously. It was agreed that an order would be placed as soon as possible. 

 

The salt cabinet had now been re-located at Playfield Road.  Thanks would be 

expressed to Mr. Mick Hutton, Mr. Kevin Dighton and Mr. George Casserley in 

Chronicle. The Clerk would add thanks in the monthly article in the Kennington 

Chronicle and on the website. 

 



 

Page 410 

 

The provision of salt was also discussed and various quotes were reviewed.  The 

quote for purchasing salt in bulk to sell on the parishioners was rejected on the 

grounds that there was no suitable storage and it would not be logistically possible. It 

was decided to purchase salt supplies from another supplier if necessary. 

 

4200. REPORT OF THE CLERK   

A. Saturday Office - The Chairman attended the office on 5
th

 November. There were 

no enquiries.  

B. BMX Track -The Chairman met Dave Turner of DT Leisure on site to discuss 

how the work would proceed. As St Johns College were not willing to allow 

access via the green lane, it was agreed that the soil needed to build the ramps 

would be stored near the play area and away from the football pitch. It would then 

be driven to site along the boundary with Colley Wood. It was hoped that the 

work would start at the end of November weather permitting. An example of the 

signage was supplied. Cllr. Biggs suggested the sign gave too much prominence to 

the name of the firm carrying out the installation. Cllr. Biggs proposed that the 

BMX track should be named “Pam’s Track” seconded by Cllr. Mason voted 

unanimously (Cllr. Johnston abstained).  The Chairman would contact DT Leisure 

re lettering for sign.  (Following consultation with the Clerk the name was 

amended to PJ’s Track.) 

C. Carols around the Tree, 4
h
 December 2011- The Chairman had arranged for the 

supply of a Christmas tree from St Johns College. The Clerk had arranged for two 

sets of 25m lights to be supplied by Blanchere Illuminations at a total cost of £150 

ex VAT. The mince pies and the mulled wine would be served in St Swithun’s 

Church after the carols. The tree would be erected by a working party on Saturday 

26 November and the lights would be fitted on Tuesday 29 November 10 am. 

D. Bollards- The Chairman had received the quotation to install two bollards outside 

199 Kennington from D & N Contractors. The total cost was £285 ex VAT which 

was £145 materials and £140 labour. Cllr. Johnson proposed accepting the quote, 

seconded by Cllr. Charlett voted unanimously.  The Chairman would contact D & 

N Contractors to give go-ahead for the work. 

E. Honorary Freeman-The Chairman had spoken to Ted Perkins who was delighted 

that the Parish Council wanted to confer the office of Honorary Freeman on him. 

The Chairman had suggested there should be at a meeting on a Saturday in the 

New Year. The members needed to discuss the details. A Freedom Scroll could be 

ordered from Shaws. If members wanted to view examples they should visit the 

website www.shaws.co.uk  The Chairman would visit Mr. Perkins to select the 

scroll for presentation. 

F. Remembrance Day - Arrangements all in hand. The Chairman had liaised with 

the uniformed groups and the band, PA and the clergy. Cllr. Johnston had 

contacted Dalton Barracks and they would be attending with similar numbers as 

before. Rose Smith would provide the tea and coffee before the assembly. Road 

closure marshals would be Cllrs. Ellis, Gelder, Charlett and Mr. Paul Dickinson. 

The “Road Closed” signs would be put in the appropriate places on Saturday 

morning in readiness for closures at 10.30 am on Sunday.  Oxford Bus Company 

had confirmed there would be no buses during this time. To hand out order of 

service, Cllrs. Johnston, Mrs. Rodgers.  Cllr. Feather would act as liaison.  Cllr 

Cobb was organising the PA system. The Social Club would provide drinks for 

http://www.shaws.co.uk/
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the soldiers after the service. 

G. Network Rail – Explaining use of Cow Lane for access during footbridge 

replacement.  Apparently it was due to the extent of services, including 132kV 

and 22kV cables running alongside the track/in the embankment and the need to 

minimise interface with these services. The Chairman had been to look at the site 

and the crane access was not going to be via Cow Lane, but it had been tidied up 

and trees and shrubs cut back.  

 

4201. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 

 

Requests for grant aid 

None 

 

For Discussion  

A. Mr Jackson, Bagley Wood Road- Mr Jackson emailed the Clerk in August 2011 

about the noise levels on the A34. He wanted Kennington Parish Council to mount 

a campaign to get the A34 resurfaced with “quiet” tarmac as was done a few years 

ago near Kidlington. Mr Jackson had approached the council about this issue in 

March 2005. The Clerk had contacted the Highway Agency in April 2005 and 

they confirmed that there were no plans to resurface the A34 in at least the next 

three years as it was in a sound condition. It was agreed that the Clerk would 

contact the Highways Agency to confirm expected dates for re-surfacing.  

B. Mr Jackson, Bagley Wood Road – Mr Jackson emailed the Clerk in September 

2011 about the closure or reduction in opening hours of the Waste Reception 

Centre.  He said the Kennington Parish Council needed to vigorously oppose the 

closure and wants to know what action plans the Council have. The Parish 

Council did express their concerns when the plans were first announced. It was 

agreed that the Clerk would pass email to County Councillor, Arash Fatemian 

and advise Mr Jackson. 

C. Vale of White Horse District Council- An email had been received that 

confirmed the permanent change of the polling station from St Swithun’s School 

to the Village Hall. A letter had received about a consultation on the draft interim 

Housing Supply Policy. The documents were available on the Vale’s web. The 

deadline was 4pm on 25 November 2011. 

D. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils – Email from 

Emma Morris, Shared Corporate Planning Office re Corporate Plan Consultation.  

The council was carrying out a major review of its work priorities and setting new 

objectives and priorities for the next four years, 2012 – 2016.  The draft document 

was available for comments at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/haveyoursay. 

Comments must be made by Tuesday 3 January 2012. Cllr. Patterson advised that 

at the moment the Vale were not reaching their target for housing provision.  The 

agreed sites at Didcot and Grove are not progressing as planned.  This could mean 

that planning applications in other areas might be looked at more favourably.  It 

was therefore quite important that Kennington advised the Vale that they are 

opposed to Green Belt Development. Proposed Cllr. Baggott, seconded Cllr. 

Johnston voted unanimously. The  Clerk would send a reply. 

E. Mr. Jim Parke – Offering his services as a path warden to check the public rights 

of way that are present in Kennington Parish. Also to provide a report on the 

present state of the public footpaths.  Agreed this would be a useful service. It was 

agreed to accept the offer of help and the Clerk to email.  

F. Quartus Trichardt re Broadband – An email had been received about poor 

internet access in Kennington Road.  Cllr Baggott advised that he had contacted 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/haveyoursay
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BT re upgrading of Boars Hill exchange to allow super-fast broadband and was 

told it should happen in 2012.  Cllr. Johnston said the provision of faster internet 

speeds was being spearheaded by Oxfordshire County Council.  Cllr. Patterson 

said there was information available on the Vale website.  It was agreed to 

forward to County Councillor, Arash Fatemian for comment. 

 

For information   

G. SLCC- Copy of the Clerk’s Magazine.  

H. ORCC- Copy of the Annual Review.  

I. South and Vale Carers Centre- Invitation to AGM on 8
th

 November 2011 at 

Steventon Village Hall.  

J. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of their magazine.  

K. Brochures and other commercial mailings- Safethaw, Came and Company, 

Play-Ground Supplies 

L. Vale of White Horse D.C. – Letter sent by email from Cllr. Alison Thomson, 

Chairman of the Council, thanking Kennington Parish Council for their 

nominations under the “Volunteering for the Vale” scheme. 

 

4202. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 25
th

 October 2011 were noted.  

 

4203. FINANCIAL REPORT         

 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31
st
 October 2011 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account.                                                                             £56,920.13 

Earmarked Funds Account £21,569.52 

National Savings Investment Account                              £7,957.85 

Sub total £86,947.50 

Less outstanding cheques -£691.10 

Total £86,256.40 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             £167.79 

 

Direct Debit 
Virgin Media 

Telephone and Internet –November  

£42.08 

 

Accounts to be paid  
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

499 Cancelled cheque D & N Contractors   

500 Cancelled cheque OALC   

501 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s Expenses for October 

£118.33 LGA 1972 

502 Mrs P Johnston 

Salary for October less tax 

£992.22 LGA 1972 

503 Mr A Pope 

Village Warden’s wages for November less 

tax 4 weeks @ £53.90  

£172.80 LGA 1972 

504 Mr M Hutton 

Play Warden’s wages for November less tax 

4 weeks @ 23.10  

£74.00 LGA 1972 
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505 Kennington Village Hall 

Hire of rooms 

£78.20 LGA 1972 

506 Vale of White Horse District Council 

Dog bin emptying July to Sept 2011 

£93.29 LGA 1972 

507 Blanchere Illumination UK Ltd 

2sets of Christmas Tree lights 

£193.80 LGA 1972 

508 Ringrose Tree Services Ltd 

Remove Leylandii at Forest Side 

£1,080.00 LGA 1972 

509 S H Lewis Cleaning Ltd 

Cleaning of bus shelters 

£164.50 LGA 1972 

510 Berinsfield Community Business 

Cemetery grass cutting /Quarterly 

maintenance 

£760.50 LGA 1972 

511 Mrs P Johnston 

Miscellaneous items 

£178.09 LGA 1972 

512 Friends of Kennington Library 

Grant Aid 

£250.00 S 137 LGA 1972 

513 South and Vale Carers Centre 

Grant Aid 

£220.00 S 137 LGA 1972 

514 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 

Grant Aid 

£150.00 S 137 LGA 1972 

515  Royal British Legion 

Grant Aid 

£900.00 S 137 LGA 1972 

516 Mrs D Cattell 

Locum salary November 9 hours @ £11 per 

hour 

£79.20 LGA 1972 

517 HM Revenue and Customs 

Tax an Employer NI 

£419.09 LGA 1972 

521 Sustrans 

Grant Aid 

£100.00 S 137 LGA 1972 

 

Playing Field Accounts 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

518 British Gas 

Gas for pavilion 

£91.99 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

519 Rigby Taylor Ltd 

Snowcal 

£170.17 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

520 Thames Water 

Water for Pavilion 

£95.94 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

 

The acceptance of the Financial Report and accounts for payment were proposed by 

Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Charlett and agreed unanimously. 

 

4204. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 

Kennington Village Hall- Cllr. Charlett reported the noise limiter had now been 

purchased and would be installed in the next few weeks. The officer from the Vale 

had offered to be in attendance when the limiter was set up.   

 

4205. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

Cllr Patterson had noticed that the post boxes in Kennington Road and outside the 

Post Office are looking very shabby.  It was agreed that members would check boxes 

near them and report back to the next meeting.  

Cllr. Cobb asked about the decibel setting of the noise limiter.  Cllr. Charlett said 
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they would wait for the advice of the Vale officers and different settings were 

available for bass, treble etc.   

Cllr. Ellis reported that he had been approached by Tony Johnson of the Memorial 

Field Committee regarding the yellow colour of the salt cabinet asking if it would be 

painted.  The Chairman advised the meeting that salt bins are always yellow.   The 

Clerk would advise Memorial Field Committee that Cllr. Gelder was the Parish 

Council representative on their committee. 

Cllr. Baggott had been to the play area at Playfield Road and noticed that the small 

slide on the bank did not seem too safe.  Cllr. Biggs had made enquiries before and 

the slide was meant to be like that to give children a sense of adventure.  Also Cllr. 

Baggott reported that the sand pit had got gravel rather than sand in it.  It was agreed 

that Cllr. Biggs would investigate. 

There have also been reports that trees were hanging over neighbouring gardens from 

the cemetery.  It was agreed that the Amenities Committee would meet and 

investigate. 

 

4206. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr. Fatemian had sent his apologies.  

 

4207. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr Patterson reported that the planning appeal lodged by the Vale Brewery in 

respect of change of General Elliott in South Hinksey to residential use had been 

dismissed.  This was important as it underlines the stance taken on planning 

applications relating to the last pub in a village.  

He also brought two items from the Vale Economic Development Group: 

 Free 2-hour Parking Scheme – Businesses in Wantage, Faringdon and 

Abingdon town centres have been surveyed to assess what they think would be 

the impact on their businesses of the proposed free 2- hour parking.  Numbers 

of cars parked would also be monitored.  Meeting 11 November would review 

draft order.  If agreed free 2-hour parking would commence mid-December. 

 Commercial Units Occupancy – Figures from the Retail Vacancy Survey for 

the Vale are significantly better that the national average.  Wantage and 

Faringdon figures are stable and Abingdon’s slightly increased vacancy rates 

are explained by the impending refurbishment work on the Abbey Shopping 

centre and changes to the size of some of the units. 

  

4208. ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

The paper relating to tree planting postponed from this meeting. 

 

Meeting Closed – 8.40pm   

 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


