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Cllr. Charlett in the chair 

Present: 

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Biggs Cllr. Ellis Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Jennings Cllr. Landau  

Cllr. Mason Cllr Mansfield Cllr. Patterson  

   

In attendance: Anne Feather (Clerk)  

 

Chairman requested a moment of reflection in remembrance of Ted Perkins who recently passed 

away. 

162.13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr. Cobb, Cllr. Feather, Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Mrs Rodgers 

163.13 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

 None 

164.13 DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PRECUNIARY INTERESTS 

 None 

165.13 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 12 September 2013 as a 

true record.  

166.13 REPORT OF THE CLERK 

New issues  
A Prepared dates for next year’s meetings – copies both e-mailed and handed to all Councillors 

B Wrote to Mr Dockar Drysdale regarding clearing the stream in Sandford Lane. He contacted 

the Clerk to explain that it will be carried out during the next few months. 

C Resident reported pothole outside No 114 Kennington Road and sunken drain outside 91 

Kennington Road. Clerk reported both to the Highways Department.  Sunken drain to be 

monitored. 

D Woman walking her son’s dog in Forest Side playing field (not resident of the village) 

contacted the Clerk to report dog mess in children’s play area – she picked both up but felt it 

should be reported.  Same woman reported that there was a lot of litter on the playing field 

itself – lots of paper cups.  Again she has picked some up but still litter there. Clerk picked up 

remainder. 

E Resident suggested that, due to Thames Water visiting the site at the bottom of Kennington 

Road (Oxford end) regularly, with tankers/large lorries  parking on the verge opposite the 

‘pony field’,  the Council ask Thames Water to pay for or contribute towards a surface for 

their lorries to park safely on, without churning up the mud in the winter. (grasscrete).   

167.13 After some discussion it was agreed that Rachel Groves be contacted asking her to arrange 

for the verge to be re-instated.  Also to enquire what routine inspections will be needed in 

the future and that if heavy lorries are to be using this verge that Thames Water install some 
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permanent protection to the ground, after approval from Oxfordshire County Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Rachel Groves 

 

F Same resident reported that residents of the village walk from the Park and Ride at 

Abingdon Road, entering Kennington via the slip road next to Kennington Pools.  It was 

suggested that a request be made for the grass to be cut more frequently and that may be in 

the future a path could be constructed to benefit those using this route. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To pass on request to Oxfordshire County Council 

 

G Clerk contacted Came and Company (Council’s insurers) regarding the frequency of the 

regular inspections of the play areas (including the BMX track) as it is expected at present 

that each area should be inspected weekly throughout the year.  Clerk requested this be 

altered to a fortnightly inspection between April to end of October and then monthly during 

November through to end of March.  This has been agreed by Came and Company. 

H It was reported to the Clerk that employees of Calber were not wearing their reflective 

jackets when collecting litter next to the road. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Calber 

 

Continuing issues  

I Placed advertisement for a replacement Village Warden in The Chronicle, Village Hall Notice 

Board and on the website. Six people have shown an interest with two having applied. 

J Ringrose Tree Services has arranged to carry out works on the Leylandii trees in Forest Side 

on 22 October - will take three days to complete.  Clerk informed Savills of date and 

informed residents in Forest Side and those residents backing onto the playfield living in 

Colley Wood of the planned works.  Clerk included information in the Chronicle (no date at 

time of writing). 

K Wrote further letter to Kennington Social Club in response to reply received from Secretary 

of Club regarding the complaint made against its members during August.  Secretary of Club 

will do his best to keep things in check. 

L Requested Berinsfield Community Business trim the branches and any growth going into the 

back garden of the house adjoining the Paddock. Berinsfield Community Services arranged 

for a quote from Jenks to carry out the works. Clerk informed the resident of what is 

planned.  Due to the price of the quote received, the clerk is to get a further two quotes.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for 2 additional quotes for this work 

 

M Wrote to Colley Wood resident, explaining that the amenity land is the responsibility of Pye 

Homes Limited and recommended they contact them with regard to future maintenance 

works. 

N Requested Berinsfield Community Business cut the alleyway from the end of Poplar Grove 

and Sandford Lane, including the cemetery beech hedge and overhanging branches.   

Contacted Thames Water regarding its boundary line, explaining that the Council would 
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make contact after councillors have visited the alleyway.  A few councillors had visited the 

alleyway and were a little perplexed as to the problem as they felt the pathway was clear 

and tidy with no maintenance work required.   

O Confirmed with Berinsfield Community Business to go ahead with the weed spraying during 

November, reminding them not to include Links Road and Liddiard Close. 

P Reported the overgrown hedge along The Avenue, opposite Playfield Road, Highways has 

inspected this problem - ‘the hedge is in hand and a request has been made to get this cut 

back as soon as funding is agreed’. 

Q Wrote to the Kennington Village Hall Management Committee informing them of the 

Council’s decision to award a sum of a £500 towards the new stage curtains for the hall. 

R Incorporated the Round Closed Goal at Playfield Road playing field, into the inspection 

report used in the regular inspections of The Links and the outside Gym in the playing field. 

S Forwarded completed nomination form to Vale of White Horse District Council regarding the 

Chairman’s Community Awards. 

T Contacted Playbus to confirm that the Council would be interested in the mobile Santas 

Grotto visiting Kennington during December. Cllr. Biggs volunteered to liaise with them. 

Playbus contacted Clerk requesting contact details again. 

U Contacted Vale of White Horse District Council explaining the Council was to carry out an 

audit of the dogs/litter bins in the village. At present there are 13 dog bins in Village – Audit 

recommends 7 need not be replaced, leaving 6 dog bins needing to be replaced by general 

litter bins.  These were itemised to the Council.   

168.13 It was resolved that the 7 unnecessary dog bins be removed but not replaced.  This was 

proposed by Cllr Baggott, seconded by Cllr. Landau and agreed unanimously. 

 Clerk has contacted the Vale of White Horse to discuss options of general litter bins and 

explained that after the audit it was found that there were 13 dog bins, not the 8 that the 

Council is invoiced for every six months.  Some of the dog bins are the property and 

responsibility of the District Council. Clerk is awaiting confirmation as to which bins belong 

to whom. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Liaise with Vale of White Horse District Council, gathering information as to 

which of the 6 remaining bins the Council need to purchase. 

ACTION FOR CLLR LANDAU – Include something in the Kennington Chronicle about being able to use 

the general litter bins for dog waste and that the red dog bins are to be removed. 

 

V Contacted Oxford City Council – Parks Department, reporting large gap in the boundary 

hedge opposite Red Bridge Hollow at Kendell Copse.  Copied in South Hinksey Parish Council 

for its information.  Hole in the boundary fence has been sorted.   

W Received revised quote for repairing the roof to the Bus Shelter outside St Swithun’s Church.  

Contacted Oxfordshire County Council requesting the £88.32, being the difference in the 

quotes regarding repairs to the Bus Shelter outside the Church, due to the fact of the Council 

throwing away the roof pieces needed for repair.   
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact insurance company to report the claim and arrange for the works to 

be carried out. 

 

X Contacted Dalton Barracks inviting service men/women to Remembrance Parade.  No 

regiment is available this year to attend the Parade.  Oxford Territorial Army is arranging for 

a serviceman recently having returned from Afghanistan to lay a wreath - awaiting 

confirmation.  Received confirmation that Air Cdr Bob Martin will be laying the wreath on 

behalf of the Memorial field. Thursday 24 October was agreed as the date of the pre-meet 

to organise the detail regarding the Remembrance Parade. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send out invitation letters to all involved. 

 

Y Contacted DT Leisure regarding the refurbishment of the BMX track as have received 

feedback that it is no better to cycle on.  Chairman also has visited track and was 

disappointed with the lack of packing down the track has received.  DT Leisure explained 

that they would return to site during late November to carry out any necessary adjustments, 

but that by that time, with wet weather conditions the track should be solid.  

169.13 It was agreed that payment be withheld until this job has been carried out to the 

satisfaction of the Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact DT Leisure and explain the decision of the Council 

 

Z Created reports itemising the cost of the playing field to the Council in readiness for planned 

meeting with Playing Field Association on 21 October and forwarded to Cllrs. Charlett, Cobb 

and Biggs. 

AA Booked Chairman and Clerk onto the Council tax briefing session at Vale of White Horse 

District Council offices on 15 October. 

AB Chairman and Clerk to meet up with Play Area Warden to go through the remaining 

outstanding actions from this year’s RoSPA inspection and to visit the play areas. 

 

170.13 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 

Requests for grants 

171.13 Request for Grant Aid from South and Vale Carers Centre – operating throughout Vale of 

White Horse and South Oxfordshire Districts.  South and Vale Carers improves the well-being 

and quality of life of unpaid carers of all ages, including young carers aged between 8 and 17, 

helping carers cope with the emotional demands of being an unpaid carer. 

 
172.13 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to the South and Vale Carers.  This 

was proposed by Cllr. Biggs, seconded by Cllr. Ellis and agreed unanimously. 

 

173.13 A proposal was made by Cllr Baggott to grant the sum of £230, seconded by Cllr. Patterson.  

An amended proposal was made by Cllr Mason and seconded by Cllr Biggs that Council grant 
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a sum of £300 to the South and Vale Carers.  A vote was taken and carried by 11 to 1. The 

amended proposal then became the substantive motion which was proposed by Cllr Mason 

and seconded by Cllr Biggs, and put again to Council and was carried unanimously. 

 

174.13 Helen and Douglas House Refurbishment – requesting donation 

 

175.13 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to Helen House.  This was proposed by 

Cllr. Ellis, seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed unanimously. 

 

176.13 It was resolved that Council would give the sum of £50. This was proposed by Cllr. Biggs, 

seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action  

A Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association advertising its Playground Inspection training on 2 

November. 

B Oxfordshire County Council- draft Local List of Information Requirements for validation of 

planning and related applications.  There is to be a consultation between 1 October – 31 

October. 

C Report from resident that although Thames Water has now completed the flood alleviation 

works at the beginning of the Village, Network Rail need to complete the de-silting work.  

Apparently this is not going to be carried out until March 2014 – this de-silting is necessary 

for any water to flow away from Kennington Road in times of adverse weather conditions. 

Clerk asked Rachel Groves if what has been reported it in fact true – awaiting response. 

D Vale of White Horse District Council – invitation to the Town and Parish Forum – 13 

November. 

E Free microchipping in the community by Dog Trust asking whether Council would be 

interested in holding an event. 

F David Buckle – Vale of White Horse District Council reported that works are to start on 2 

October to clear Red Bridge Hollow’s front embankment, but also reported that Oxford City 

is re-assessing the issue regarding the fence.  He has suggested a further meeting be 

arranged with all parties involved.  Embankment work completed.  Council discussed way 

forward. 

177.13 It was agreed that a meeting be arranged with Vale of White Horse District Council, Oxford 

City and South Hinksey.  Also that the Clerk write to Oxford City stating its disappointment 

with regard to its lack of action. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Organise a meeting 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Oxford City Council expressing Council’s view - copying in South 

Hinksey Parish Council and Nicola Blackwood MP 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to David Buckle expressing Council’s view of Oxford City Council and the 

action it feels the District Council should take i.e. legal enforcement 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to South Hinksey Parish Council requesting it also contacts both Councils 

expressing it’s disappointment 

 

G Resident reporting continuing problem of parking outside St Swithun’s School. Afternoon of 

3 October cars were parked between school crossing and Poplar Grove. Resident suggesting 

‘time limited’ parking restrictions.  

178.13  After much discussion it was agreed that Council would write to Helen Atkinson, Head 

Teacher enquiring as to progress after meeting in May 2013. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Helen Atkinson 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Reply to resident what was agreed by Council 

ACTION FOR CLLR BAGGOTT – Confirm offer of parking in St Swithun’s church car park at next 

Church meeting 

 

H Resident reporting the growing problem of the flow of traffic through the village – 

recommending limited parking along Kennington Road during 7:30 – 9:30am.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Reply to resident explaining that this was considered by Council 

 

I Resident is concerned about the lack of fence at Red Bridge Hollow, explaining that ‘every 

day they delay the erection of this fence brings another load of rubbish over the mound and 

into the field.  There is now yet again an enormous amount of rubbish’ 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Reply to resident explaining planned actions of the Council 

 

179.13 Correspondence for Information  

A Details of Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association’s Annual General Meeting (e-mailed to all) 

B RBS – fees and charges for 2014/15 

C Local resident reported that Thames Water has completed all work except at the gateway – 

resident reported this to Rachel Groves (Optimise).  

D Oxfordshire County Council – School admissions regarding age of children to start primary or 

infant school.  (Poster put on Village Hall Notice Board) 

E Vale of White Horse District Council inviting councillors to a Network Rail Briefing Session on 

Electrification of Great Western Main line on 8 October (forwarded to all Councillors) 

F Vale of White Horse informing Councillors of the sad news that Ted Perkins has passed 

away.  Funeral arrangements will be forwarded (forwarded to all Councillors) 

G Guideposts Independent Living Centre Open Day – Steps and Stairs 2 October 

H Christmas trees – free installation 

I Open meeting to raise issues around Radley Station Parking on 9 October (forwarded to all 

Councillors and put on Village Hall notice board) 

J Details of road closures for Oxford ½ Marathon on 13 October (on Village Hall Notice Board) 

K New addresses for flats on the site of 155 The Avenue, namely 155A to 155G 

L The Vale Community (forwarded to all Councillors) 
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M Invitation to all Councillors from the Methodist Church to attend its Church Anniversary on 

20 October at 6:30pm. 

N ORCC October News Bulletin (forwarded to all Councillors) 

O Oxfordshire County Council – advertising public meetings during October explaining the 

council’s financial position – (Poster on the Village Hall Notice Board) 

P Channel 4 show – Best of Both Worlds – looking for people who would like to be on the 

show requesting poster be put up 

Q local resident suggesting Council meet with the Highways regarding the state of the main 

road through the village (apparently 7000 cars a day drive through) 

R Highways Agency – details of A34 College Farm Road Bridge (Beeham) Refurbishment works 

S PSMA – Brochure entitled ’Access local mapping data to improve the services you provide to 

your local community. 

T Guidepost Trust – Open Day Mobility 2013 – 6 November (poster on noticeboard) 

U Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership Conference invite (20 November) plus October 

Newsletter 

V Rural Services Network – Are public services changing survey 

W Oxfordshire County Council - Wanted, minibuses run by not-for-profit organisations 

 
180.13  Advertising correspondence – found on table at the back of the room 

 
181.13 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 September 2013 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £72125.17 

Earmarked Funds Account £21,591.04 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8016.68 

Sub total 102232.89 

Less outstanding cheques 1335.84 

Total 100897.05 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             173.38 

Income received 

 

 

 

Accounts to be paid in October 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Precept 2013/14 2nd Half Year 

£37,403.00 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Overpayment of dog bin emptying invoices for 2010 

     £409.98 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

001 Village Hall 
Room hire for October       

£57.30 
 

 
LGA 1972 

002 Public Works Loan Board 
Repayment on Loan Ref: 410 08448 

£2,201.35  
LGA 1972 
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Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

016 Maylarch Recycling Limited 
Exchanging wheelie bins in both playing fields 

£102.18  
LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

 
182.13 It was resolved that Council would donate the sum of £950 to this year’s Royal British Legion 

Poppy Appeal. This was proposed by Cllr. Biggs, seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed 

unanimously. 

 
183.13 Clerk’s hours from 5 September until 2 October 2013 

Hours worked    94.00 
Training     14.00    
Standard Hours    86.00   20.00 (1 week) 66.00 (3 weeks) 
Hours over     6.00   £11.02 x 6 = £66.12 
 

184.13 The Annual Return for 2012/13 was approved and accepted by Council, with the issue arising 
report having been presented to the Council. (Annual return and report e-mailed to all 

003 D.T. Leisure (UK) Limited 
Refurbishment of BMX track at Forest Side 
NOT SIGNED SEE MINUTE NO. 169.13 

£2940.00  
LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

004 Shaw and Sons 
Attendance Register Book 

£99.90  
Section 111 LGA 1972 

005 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Temporary village warden 

£299.52  
Section 111 LGA 1972 

006 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Emptying dog bins between 1 April – 30 June 13 

£97.60  

007 BDO LLP (external Auditors) 
Auditing the annual return for 2012/2013 

£396.00  
Section 111 LGA 1972 

008 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for September less tax and NI  

£974.82  
Section 111 LGA 1972 

009 Mr M Hutton 
Play Warden’s wages for September less tax  
5 weeks @ £24.48 per week 

 
£78.52 

 
LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

010 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£194.08  
Section 111 LGA 1972 

011 Mrs A Feather 
Stamps 

£22.55   
Section 111 LGA 1972 

012 Information Commissioner 
Annual Data Protection Registration 

£35.00   
Section 111 LGA 1972 

013 Euroffice Ltd 
Folders, window envelopes and box files 

£76.56   
Section 111 LGA 1972 

014 GreenThumb 
Late summer treatment for The War Memorial 

£57.00 War Memorials (LA’s 
Powers) Act 1923 

015 BT 
Quarterly phone bill for Parish line 

£91.46 Section 111 
LGA 1972 
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Councillors) The appropriate notice of Completion of Audit has been displayed on village 
noticeboard. 

185.13 Action for Clerk from last month’s meeting was to vire funds from the Earmarked reserves – 
the Clerk had misunderstood the Balance sheet and needs to report that the virement could 
not be carried out as there are no monies left in the earmarked reserves so action could not 
be carried out.   

186.13 The Clerk reported that there will be an overspend of £6,000 on Code No. 4360 (Tree 
maintenance) as unplanned tree maintenance has been carried out. There will also be an 
overspend on code No. 4415 (Forest Side BMX dirt track) as unplanned works of £2450.00 
has been carried out. 

187.13 Reconciliation reports together with the Trail balance and summary of income and 
expenditure (against budget) report were circulated to all councillors 

188.13 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Ellis, seconded by Cllr. Charlett and voted 

unanimously. 

 

189.13 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The planning committee meeting minutes held on 17 September and 8 October were noted.  

Due to lack of sufficient information at the last planning meeting, which the Clerk has since 

obtained, the Planning Committee could not comment on the application below.   

Computer No. P13/V1792/HH 
Address:  121 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington 

Proposed AMENDMENT: Side extension to main dwelling.  New double storey foyer 

to existing main entrance and veranda to rear (as amended by drawings rec’d 19 & 

20 August 2013)  

Applicant: Mr A Ali 

  

190.13 No objection proposed by Cllr.  Biggs, seconded by Cllr. Landau and agreed with one 

abstention.    

The following comments were sent to the District Council:  

The Council has no objection to this planning application and would refer the 
Planning Authority to the following previous comment under the same 
application reference i.e.  

Kennington Parish Council has no objection to the planning 
application, but would ask that if consent is given, there would be a 
condition that no further development is carried out in the future.  

 

191.13 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

192.13 Cllr. Landau– Patients Participation Group (PPG) 

Cllr Landu reported that this group is going well with a new blood pressure machine 

available for all patients to use, without the need of assistance from Health Centre staff.  

Other beneficial initiatives are in the pipe line. 
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193.13 Cllr. Jennings – Friends of Kennington Library 

Cllr Jennings reported that he has not received any reports etc since being on this group. Cllr 

Landau explained that there had been no meetings recently but would make sure that Cllr 

Jennings was included in all circulation lists. 

 

194.13  ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

195.13 Cllr. Landau - Colley Wood amenities area had minor maintenance carried out in September.  

It has been reported to him that residents understood that this amenities area was in fact a 

play area and as such would request that one or two of the trees be felled and new material 

be laid instead of the pebbles.  It was recommended to Cllr Landau to suggest that residents 

contact the owners of the site, being Pye Homes. 

196.13 Colley Wood residents would like the speed limit reduced to 20mph. 

197.13 Cllr. Landau suggested that ‘informal picnics’ could be organised for next year, taking place 

at either of the playing fields, making it an informal social event.  It has been found to be 

very successful in Witney. Councillors thought this was a good idea and should be thought of 

next spring. 

 

198.13 Cllr. Baggott reported that the car parking in the Village Hall car park during the week was 

completely full, requesting that some kind of monitoring be carried out to make sure that 

people are not parking their car there and then going off to work by bus.  Cllr Biggs 

suggested Cllr Baggott help carry out survey, with clipboard, in the mornings to ascertain 

who is actually parking in this car park.  Cllr Baggott is very willing to support and assist with 

this task. 

199.13 Cllr Baggott reported that there would appear to be a problem with regard to dog mess 

around the village. 

ACTION FOR CLLR LANDAU – Include something in the Kennington Chronicle 

 

200.13 Cllr. Biggs reported that no flag should be lowered on Remembrance Days. This has been 

carried out since the war in Kennington. 

201.13 It was agreed that the Kennington flag should be lowered at Ted Perkins’ funeral. 

 

202.13 Cllr. Gelder reported that there no residents visited the Saturday office on 5 October, where 

both Cllr. Gelder and Cllr. Mansfield attended. 

 

203.13 Cllr. Ellis volunteered for two dates for next year’s Saturday office, which Clerk noted. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send out next year’s Saturday office dates requesting Councillors to volunteer  

 

204.13  REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Patterson reported on the Vale Cabinet's decision to move most Vale Council services to 

SODC's Head Quarters in Crowmarsh Gifford and rent the majority of the Vale's Abingdon 

HQ building to Oxfordshire County Council, on the availability of a £100,000 grant pot of 
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"New Homes Bonus" monies to towns & parishes taking new housing (with applications for 

grants to be with the Vale by 30 November), and on three recent successful prosecutions of 

fly-tippers (including one in Upper Road, Kennington, where the miscreant, David Collison 

from Headington, was fined £1,220). 

 

205.13  REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

None 

 

206.13  ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

None 

 
Meeting Closed at 9:15pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


