
 

 

 
 

Kennington Parish Council 
 Oxfordshire 

 
 

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Anne Feather 
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ 

Telephone: 01865 421126   
Website: www.kennington.org  E-mail: Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com 

 

 
Planning Policy Department 
Vale of White Horse District Council 
Abbey House 
Abbey Close 
Abingdon-upon-Thames 
OX14 3JE 

 
 

2 April 2014 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
LOCAL PLAN 2031 PART ONE – HOUSING DELIVERY UPDATE CONSULTATION 
 
Please find below the Parish Council’s response to the housing delivery consultation, in 
particular the proposed 270 house development south of Kennington. 
 

1. Kennington Parish Council’s understanding is that the land designated as Oxford 

Green Belt means that no development should be planned on this land.  The essence 

of the green belt is its permanence.  Any review of the entire Green Belt should take 

place no more frequently than every 25/30 years.  The District Council should not 

take it upon itself to allocate housing sites in its portion of the Oxford Green Belt 

each time it needs to identify more housing sites. 

2. Kennington Parish Council  believes that to sacrifice existing Green Belt land to 

development,  without a ‘proper’ review of all the Oxford Green Belt, working with 

Oxfordshire County Council and the other four District Councils, is inappropriate and 

by definition harmful to the Green Belt and should not be approved. 

3. Kennington Parish Council would question simply adopting the figures from the 

Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) document as the Vale’s new housing 

targets.  The figures within the SHMA document are there as evidence and to be 

used as guidance regarding the strategic economic growth plans surrounding our 

area – not as a target.  Currently there are around 50,000 dwellings within the Vale 

district. If the figures within the SHMA document are accepted as the new targets it 

will mean that the Vale Council is expecting that 20,560 additional dwellings will be 

built in just 17 years.  This would be a 40% increase and is simply not deliverable.   

4. Kennington Parish Council would also question taking the SHMA evidence in 

isolation, and not balancing the expected strategic economic growth against the 

equally important environmental and social considerations.   
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5. Kennington Parish Council has existing concerns over the village’s school, in terms of 

the additional parking problem along the main and only road through Kennington.  

The school is at present increasing its intake and with each child it would seem an 

additional car is obstructing the traffic at either end of the school day.  With a 

development of 270 dwellings less than one mile away, the Parish Council can 

envisage only greater issues and hazards affecting the residents of Kennington.  The 

danger of an accident involving a vehicle and children is ever present in Parish 

Councillors’ minds. 

6. Kennington Parish Council has concerns on the grave impact on the Village Health 

Centre – at present it’s patient list is 6700 and although in time alternative facilities 

possibly may be made available – in the meantime patient care in the existing 

building cannot cope with any additional patients moving into the catchment area 

and as such existing patients will be put at risk as less patient time will be available. 

The proposed developments within Radley Parish (including the South Kennington 

site) would increase the patient list by some 22%. 

How above objections can be overcome 
 

1. Kennington Parish Council would not wish to see any development in the Vale’s 

portion of the Oxford Green Belt until a full and proper review of the entire Oxford 

Green Belt is carried out.  As the Green Belt boundaries date from 1991, it would 

seem appropriate to commence preparations now.   

2. Kennington Parish Council would like to see any such Oxford Green Belt Review be 

undertaken co-operatively with Oxfordshire County Council together with the five 

District Councils to ensure a fair and inclusive review of all of the Oxford Green Belt.   

3. Kennington Parish Council would like to see more investigating and probing into the 

SHMA figures before any plans are moved forward. 

4. Kennington Parish Council would like to see evidence of other issues taken into 

account such as social and environment impacts within our district.  

5. Kennington Parish Council would like to see the Vale of White Horse District Council 

revising the number of dwellings within their proposed development plans to a 

more realistic, achievable and deliverable  number. 

6. Kennington Parish Council would request the Vale of White Horse District Council 

reconsider the developments proposed on the Oxford Green Belt. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Anne Feather (Mrs) 
Clerk to the Council 

 


