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Cllr. Charlett in the chair 

Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Ellis  Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Landau Cllr. Mansfield Cllr. Mason Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Mrs Rodgers 

 

In attendance:   Two member of the public and Anne Feather (Clerk)  

364.13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs. Biggs 

365.13 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Planned access to the proposed housing development south of Sandford Road, Kennington – 

requested support from the Parish Council as to the residents’ objections on constructing an 

entrance to the proposed housing development of 270 houses from Sandford Lane. 

366.13 DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PRECUNIARY INTERESTS 

 None 

367.13 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 13 March 2014 as a true record.  

368.13 REPORT OF THE CLERK 

New issues during month 

A Saturday office on 1 March – Cllrs Mansfield and Patterson to report 

 Resident of Grundy Crescent concerned and complained about parking on grass verges in Crescent. 

B Resident asked Clerk about bus arrangements when the Road is closed for re-surfacing at the 

beginning of April – Clerk contacted Oxford Bus Company for detail of arrangements during this 

closure period which were posted on the website, with Cllr. Landau posting on to Kennington 

Connected (on Facebook) Oxford Bus Company mentioned that Oxfordshire County Council may be 

funding a shuttle bus – clerk wrote to County requesting they fund a shuttle bus to help 

Kennington’s residents – no response received, but shuttle bus in use. 

C After discussion with Cllr. Biggs – this year’s Best Kept Gardening Competition will be held on 4/5 

July.  Clerk will include this in May’s issue of The Kennington Chronicle. 

D Cllr. Biggs has arranged for this year’s flower basket volunteers, with the Clerk having contacted the 

Oxford Garden Centre, who have very kindly again donated the compost and pellets for the baskets.  

The usual arrangements have been made with regard to the collection and delivering of the 

compost, and the choosing and collection of plants by the volunteers. 

E Resident commented on the high standard of the BIFFA team clearing the weeds from the kerbs 

within the village. Councillor found out that this activity is part of the existing contract and litter 

picking and gutter clearing should be carried out every 8 weeks.  Apparently there is a road 

inspection of Kennington imminently. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. MANSFIELD – To confirm what he has heard about existing contract is true 

 

F Report from PCSO Claire Smallcombe included: 

 Meeting with Cllr. Gelder regarding the double Yellow Lines at the Co-op. A warning notice 
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has been placed on the railings, and have already issued one ticket and given some strong 

words of advice to a few drivers.  

 Bike theft is on the increase around the Kennington area; there have been two in the last 

month.  Notices are planned to be put up around the village to ask people to keep their 

bikes secure. The next ‘Have Your Say’ meeting will encourage people to come along with 

their bikes so postcodes can be marked on them, deterring offenders. ’ 

 Concerned resident approached me regarding speeding on Kennington Road.  Have carried 

out speed checks. Myself and a colleague recorded vehicles coming both in and out of 

village and of over 100 vehicles, only one was going slightly over 30mph. Plans to carry out a 

few more checks at different times of the day have been arranged, to rule out any issues. 

Cllr. Gelder reported that he was made to feel very welcome at recent meeting and that the police 

are happy to hear from the Parish Council of any local concerns it may have. 

G Kennington WI would like to lay a wreath on behalf of its members and be included at the 

Remembrance Sunday services at the village War Memorial.   

369.13 It was agreed that the Clerk would welcome the WI to join the Remembrance Service 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to WI welcoming them to the Remembrance Service explaining that the 

Council would write again when the Remembrance Service is being organised later during the year. 

 

H South Hinksey Parish Council reported to Clerk the state of the pavements both sides of the road 

From the top of Hinksey Hill to Westwood Country Hotel.   

370.13 It was agreed that Clerk would report to Oxfordshire County Council Highways Department 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Highways and inform South Hinksey Parish council once reported. 

 

Continuing issues  

I Chairman and Clerk met with Savills – agents for the Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT), regarding the 

access into the strip of land in the Memorial field.  She agreed, and confirmed in writing that OPT 

agreed to the installation of access gate. Clerk informed the Memorial Field Committee of OPT’s 

decision. It was agreed that Council would wait until the next monthly meeting when all three 

quotes will be ‘on the table’. 

J Contacted GreenThumb explaining with surprise the 20% increase – as the conversation went on the 

Clerk realised that she had been looking at last year’s without the VAT, hence the 20% hike!! 

Requested normal annual visit for aeration and scarification. 

K Clerk received 4 boxes leaflets regarding the Local Plan which Vale of White Horse expected to be 

delivered to all householders or to be left in batches in various local community facilities for 

residents to take – the clerk carried out the latter.  Attempted to organise a Public meeting regarding 

the proposed housing site opposite Sandford Lane, speakers from Vale of White Horse District 

Council and Oxford Green Belt could not be found in time. Clerk wrote to all residents in Sandford 

Lane, enclosing leaflet and response form. Clerk met with Cllrs. Charlett and Patterson to discuss 

Council’s response to the Local Plan which was sent to Vale of White Horse District Council with a 

copy posted on the Village Website. 

 The Chairman is disgusted at the way the District Council ‘dumped’ leaflets on the Clerk’s doorstep 

too late for an organised circulation drop and requested District Councillors to make his thoughts 
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known to the Vale of White Horse District Council.  Council felt that since receiving a letter regarding 

resident’s concerns that the residents of Kennington are not fully aware of the proposed 

development, more publicity has been made and more people are becoming aware of the situation. 

371.13 It was agreed that the Clerk respond to resident ‘s letter  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to resident’s request for more publicity surrounding the proposed 

development. 

 

L E-mailed Cllr. Johnston regarding the disposal of blue line paint in Forest Side, requesting it be 

checked it is not a dangerous substance and also that it be disposed of properly in future.  Cllr. Bob 

Johnston reported that this will be brought up at the Playing fields Committee meeting on 28 April. 

M Responded to The Redbridge Hollow Consultation and arranged next meeting for 19 June regarding 

fly tipping around Red Bridge Hollow. 

N Wrote to the Supported Transport Programme Manager again requesting a respond to the Parish 

Council’s earlier e-mail regarding the village’s community bus. Received response explaining that a 

meeting was held with the Senior Insurance Officer at Oxfordshire County Council and that the 

Council cannot extend its motor insurance policy to cover the Kennington mini-bus.  Telephone 

numbers for Zurich (Oxfordshire County Council’s own insurers) and the Community Transport 

Association.  Clerk contacted Oxfordshire County Council upon receipt as they had misunderstood 

the situation.  Also contacted Zurich explaining the situation.  Both Council and insurers are getting 

back to the Clerk. 

O Forwarded joint letter sent to Thames Water regarding sewage issues to Cllr Rose, together with 

requesting feedback from the Flood Summit on 21 March 2014.  Cllr Rose explained that he had 

discussions recently with Thames Water on all known issues over the County, and Kennington was 

mentioned.  Flood Summit was held which will help advancement of the Western Conveyance 

Channel which will go a long way to alleviating problems in Kennington. 

P Wrote to Thames Water requesting a considered response to the joint letter (Kennington and South 

Hinksey Parishes) letter of 4 February regarding the sewage incidents within the village – awaiting 

response. 

372.13 It was agreed Clerk write further letter to Thames Water 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Thames Water again requesting response 

 

Q Contacted Said Business School to discuss the necessary funding regarding the 30mph change along 

the Kennington Road. Sent letter to Oxfordshire County Council requesting they commence work in 

extending the 30mph speed limit. Clerk has also requested a price for an additional Welcome to 

Kennington sign. (See item No. 9) 

R Sent ‘13 excuses for not becoming a councillor’ to Simon Birkett for posting on Kennington Website. 

S Cllr. Charlett met with Mr Tracey to investigate good locations for AEDs in the village.  Sent letter to 

resident who suggested this initiative explaining progress being made. Sent a thank you letter to Mr 

Tracey for his excellent presentation. (See item No.10) 

T Clerk and Chairman went through the Rural Services Network questionnaire and decided it a little 

too political to be completed.  Decided against completing questionnaire. 

U Sent letter to David Buckle – Chief Executive of Vale of White Horse regarding 137 Upper Road, 
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requesting a Section 215 be served on owner.  Emma Turner rang Clerk immediately upon receipt of 

copy letter explaining that they are preparing for serving Notice, but stressed it would not be quick. 

This was followed up by a written response.  Owner of site is very slowing tidying it up. 

V Wrote to Oxford Bus Company asking them to re-consider changing the Castle Street bus stop in 

Oxford to ‘set down only’ stop.  Sent copy of letter to Radley Parish Council for their consideration.  

Awaiting response from Oxford Bus Company. 

373.13 It was agreed Clerk write further letter to Oxford Bus Company 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxford Bus Company again requesting response 

 

W Arranged for speed radar to be carried out at the beginning of Kennington Road – informing local 

resident of Council’s action. Resident thanked Council for its support. 

X Replied to concerned residents in Links Road regarding issues around the boundary to the playing 

field.  Received further e-mail from resident.    Informed PCSO Claire Smallcombe and the Playing 

field Committee of issues.  Claire to visit resident. (See item No. 11) 

Y Received response from Highways with regard to Council’s request for alternative signage regarding 

height restrictions at Sandford Lane Industrial Estate, explaining that signage requested is not a 

recognised sign under the Traffic Regulations and General Directions 2002 so cannot be placed on 

the public highway.  The existing damaged information sign at the junction of Sandford Lane and The 

Avenue will be replaced.  Also suggested asking the Police for help to move on lorries who block the 

cemetery entrance or prevent access along the Lane. Clerk contacted PCSO Claire Smallcombe 

requesting she visit the resident who is affected the most by lorries parking on Sandford Lane.  Clerk 

contacted resident reporting response received by County Council.  

Z Received report from Highways Department that the hole outside No 77 Upper Road has been fixed 

and is showing fixed on their website.  Responded explaining that this problem has not been fixed as 

red cone is still placed on top of the hole. 

AA Contacted Andy Clark from Vale of White Horse regarding suggested meeting about procedures and 

parameters for triggering road closures in times of flooding.  Peter Dela is leading a review of all such 

procedures including Kennington Road trigger points.  The Review is going to take around 2 months, 

by which time the Vale will be in more of a position to discuss and answer issues raised.  The Clerk 

will contact Peter Dela in around a month’s time. 

AB Clerk met with Cllrs. Charlett and Patterson to discuss the Emergency Plan – decided to include  

something in Chronicle asking if anyone could help in an emergency e.g Doctor;  Nurse;  4x4; tractor. 

374.13 It was agreed Clerk include in Council’s article in Chronicle 

ACTION FOR CLERK – to include something in the next edition of the Chronicle. 

 

AC Ordered 50 of the dog fouling stickers as agreed at last month’s meeting (minute No. 333.13) 

AD Written to National Savings and Investment requesting contact details be changed with Cllrs. 

Charlett and Biggs signing authorisation letter. 

AE Sent off copy invoices for a free analysis by a Utility Broker recommended by the SLCC. (E-mailed 

case study and reference from Chris Geeson (member of the SLCC) to all councillors for review).  

Clerk handed copies of comparison savings sheets for electricity, gas and water supplies for pavilions 

and War Memorial.  37% savings could be made on gas and electricity with 17% savings on water. 
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375.13 It was resolved that Council would sign 36 month agreements and pay by Direct Debit to save the 

Council money. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Ellis and agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – to complete agreement and set up Direct Debit payments 

 

 Clerk reported that if BT telephone also went onto Direct Debit Council would save £36 per year. 

376.13 It was resolved that Council would pay BT invoices by Direct Debit. This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb 

seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – to set up Direct Debit for the BT account 

ACTION FOR CLERK – to prepare financial procedures to cover the issue of paying by Direct Debit 

 

AF D & N Builders cannot install new replacement litter bins for a few weeks.  Clerk will order bins 21 

April – have contacted Vale of White Horse District Council explaining this so they can plan to take 

away the dog bins in readiness. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To order bins on 21 April 2014 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Vale of White Horse again of arrangements 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform D & N Builders when litter bins arrive 

 

AG Boward Tree Surgery carried out necessary planned work on the Parish’s trees at Playfield Road 

playing field and Cow Lane. 

AH Chairman was concerned about the amount of rubbish and additional fly tipping at the rear of the 

pavilion at Playfield Road.  Clerk asked Berinsfield Community Business to quote for removing the 

mound of soil and the additional fly tipping. Approx. £500. Would take a long time due to the metal 

railing as mound would have to be taken away by hand.  Would cost £810 to take the railing down, 

remove rubbish and erect a 6ft high closeboard fence with gate. 

377.13 After discussion it was decided that clerk should contact the Environmental Officer of the Vale of 

White Horse District Council explaining the growing issue.  Also note for possible enhancement 

within next year’s budget. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – to contact the Environmental Office – Colin Marshall 

ACTION FOR CLERK – to thank Berinsfield Community Business for quotes and explain situation 

ACTION FOR CLERK – to add on list for next year’s possible spend 

 

AI Late last year the Football Club had concerns over ruts in Forest Side playing field – nothing could be 

done at the time due to the conditions of the field and the weather.  After discussion it was agreed 

that as no more comments have been made and that grass cutting has commenced for the year, that 

any ruts left will gradually be naturally flattened during the coming months. 

 

378.13 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 

Requests for grants 

None 
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Correspondence for discussion/action  

A OALC Training courses – Planning and Roles and Responsibilities 

B Consultation draft Rights of Way Management Plan – ends 18 April 2014 – forwarded to Jim Parke 

for comments 

C Community Policing Awards nominations 

D Oxford Preservation Trust Awards 2014  

 

Correspondence for Information 

E Temporary Road Traffic Order for road closure of The Avenue – carriageway surfacing works 7 April 

for 5 days (forwarded to all councillors) and advertised on Parish Noticeboard in Village Hall. 

Forwarded copy to Said Business School, South Hinskey and Sandford Lane Industrial Estate. 

F Price increases of fortnightly playing fields wheelie bin exchanges – forwarded to Cllr. Johnston 

G Public Notices received regarding the next stage of the Community Governance Review – advertised 

on Parish Noticeboard in Village Hall and around the village 

H AON Insurance – advertising their insurance cover  

I Thank you letter from ENRYCH for recent £25 grant 

J OALC’s March Member Update - forwarded to all Councillors 

K Carers Oxfordshire Monthly Update – March 

L Annual Audit papers – 2013/14 

M Copy of Kennington Health Centre’s response to the proposed development south of the village. 

N Hill End Field Study Centre Open Day – 31 May 

O Confirmation of Chairmanship training Course on 15 October at Didcot 

P River Thames Society – 2013 Annual Report + date of Annual Meeting – 26 April 2014 

Q Newsletter from Came & Company (insurers) forwarded to all councillors 

R LCR Newsletter – forwarded to all councillors 

S Oxford Playing fields Association Spring Newsletter – forwarded to all councillors 

T Environment Agency asking if article could go in Chronicle advertising for volunteer Lock Keepers for 

the summer – forward to Cllr Paddy Landau 

U Thames Valley Police – Your Local Crime Figures 2013/14 – forwarded to all Councillors 

V Letter from 10 Downing Street explaining about the tax cut for business and charities of up to £2000, 

which Parish Councils are not eligible for. 

335.13  Advertising correspondence – found on table at the back of the room 
 

379.13 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 March 2014 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £37,329.32 

Earmarked Funds Account £21,596.42 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,076.81 

Sub total 67,502.55 

Less outstanding cheques 1087.87 

Total 66,414.68 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             £7.28 
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Accounts to be paid in March 

 
Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

118 Maylarch Recycling Limited 
Exchanging wheelie bins in both playing fields 

£111.24 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

119 Chris Collis 
Maintenance on central heating system + mending 

toilet at Playfield Road Pavilion 

£250.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

120 Rigby Taylor 
25 x 25kg of Snowcal 10 for playfield Rd playing field 

£201.08 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

104 Village Hall 
Room hire for April 

£103.50 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

105 Calber Facilities Management Ltd  
Temporary village warden 

£268.32 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

106 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for March less tax and NI (including £149.41 for 

April 2012/13) 

£976.40 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

107 Mrs A Feather 
Annual allowance for working from home  
(based on £18 per month) 

£216** Section 111 LGA 
1972 

108 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for April less tax (4 wks @ £24.72 per wk) 

£79.28 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

109 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£273.74 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

110 H M Revenue & Customs 
Anne Feather’s under payment of NI contributions 

during 2012/13 plus interest 

£153.43 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

111 Oxford Green Belt Network 
2014/15 subscription 

£15.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

112 Campaign to Protect Rural England – CPRE 
2014/15 subscription 

£36.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

113 Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association – OPFA 
2014/15 subscription 

£50.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

114 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
2014/15 subscription 

£774.13 LGA 1972 

115 BT 
Parish telephone account 

£90.44 Section 111 
LGA 1974 

116 LCR Magazine 
2014/15 

£17.00  

117 Euroffice 
Copier paper and ink cartridges 
Still to receive invoice (expected tomorrow) 

£119.08 Section 111 
LGA 1974 
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380.13 HM Government 
As reported last month The Employment Allowance was announced at Budget 2013 and came into 
effect April 6 2014.  The Employment Allowance allows businesses and charities to reduce their Class 
1 Employer National Insurance contributions bill by up to £2000 each year. However SLCC informed 
all Clerks that Parish and Community Councils cannot claim this allowance as they are public 
authorities. 

 
381.13 Clerk’s hours from 6 March until 2 April 2014 

22 Hours over   £11.02 x 22 = £ 242.44 
** Clerk under budgeted for this as £100 is within the budget for 2014/15 

382.13 It was agreed that Council would sanction the over spend in this year’s budget for working from 

home expenses. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed 

unanimously.  

383.13 Reconciliation reports together with the Trial balance, Bank Reconciliation Statement  and summary 
income and expenditure (against budget) report were circulated to all councillors. 

384.13 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Mrs Rodgers seconded by Cllr. Landau and voted 

unanimously. 

 
385.13 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The planning committee meeting minutes held on 1 April 2014 was noted. 

 

386.13 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE FUNDING OF THE EXTENSION OF 30MPH LIMIT 

               Clerk discussed the necessary funding regarding the 30mph change along the Kennington 
Road with the Business School.  The School has agreed to fund the works necessary to 
extend the speed limit totalling approximately £1000.   

              Discussion took place over funding of dragon teeth and a flashing speed sign.  
387.13 It was agreed that Council would fund the ‘dragon teeth’ and 30mph roundel, totalling 

approximately £650. This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed 

unanimously.  

ACTIONS FOR CLERK – to request the Road Safety Team add dragons teeth at same time as carrying out 

other necessary works. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Let Said Business School know of Council’s decision. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – to add flashing speed sign on list for next year’s possible spend 

 
 The purchasing of an additional ‘Welcome to Kennington’ sign beyond the by-pass bridge was 

discussed, including the re-siting of the existing one at the bottom of the slip road. Clerk had found 
two prices for signs: 

Option 1 
1 No. 1550 x 700mm (approximately) Aluminium flat faced sign complete with print to face and channel on 
reverse for post mounting. Price:  £270.90 + VAT With standard grey on reverse 

£350.90 + VAT With black on reverse 
Option 2 

1 No. 1550 x 700mm (approximately) Cast polyurethane sign with letters and border in relief, complete with 
channel on reverse for post mounting, and painted black on reverse. 

Price:  £1859.62 + VAT* 
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Supplier could use existing sign as template, which would reduce Option 2 price. It was suggested that all 
village signs should be identical i.e. to include the Fairtrade village sign. 
333.13 After much discussion it was agreed clerk would request price for using existing sign as template for 

option 2.  This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed unanimously. 

ACTIONS FOR CLERK – Contact supplier for amended option 2 price of sign was used as template. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Get two more quotes for same specification 

 

388.13 Re-siting the village sign on Kennington Road was discussed and it was decided clerk investigate the 

cost in moving sign further up the slip road if authorisation can be sought from Highways 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Road Safety team for advice and authorisation to re-site village sign 

 

389.13 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE ON AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS (AED) IN VILLAGE 

 Dick Tracey met with Chairman and drove around the village looking for the best sites for AEDs to be 

installed.  Mr Tracey recommended that ideally 4 AEDs should be installed strategically around the 

village.   

 However he recommended the first AED should be sited within 500m of the Village Centre.  There 

had been 24 ‘999’ calls made around the Village Hall, 3 of which were life threatening. 

390.13 It was resolved that the Council would purchase and install an AED on the Village Centre external 

wall.  This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Landau and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CHAIRMAN – Contact Mr Tracey and arrange for AED to be ordered. 

 

391.13 Discussion took place regarding the further three units recommended by Mr Tracey.  It was agreed 

that a fund should be set up for contributions at fund these additional AEDs. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report in this month’s chronicle about the purchase of the first AED and about looking 

for help to fund additional AEDs for the village 

 

 Cllr. Landau reported that the Health Centre has an AED for use within the Centre. 

 

392.13 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE ON SOLUTIONS FOR LINKS ROAD RESIDENTS CONCERNING PLAYING FIELD 

 Clerk replied to concerned residents in Links Road regarding issues around the boundary to the 

playing field.  Received further e-mail from resident requesting some sort of notice or deterrent to 

stop them playing there. 

393.13 Council discussed this situation and it was decided that it was an issue for Thames Valley Police. 

PCSO Claire Smallcombe is aware of the situation as well as the Football Club.  Claire Smallcombe has 

agreed to inspect the field when she is on evening patrols and have a word with those concerned. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –respond to local resident’s letter 

 

 Clerk has requested three quotes for making the boundary fence along the side of back garden in 

Links Road to the playing field 1.3m higher. 

Firm 1: in the region of £1380 +VAT 
Firm 2: Met on site Tuesday 8.4.14 
Firm 3:  Met on site Wednesday 9.4.14 
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394.13 Discussion took place on whether to erect a higher fence or not – planning permission would need to 
be sought. It was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Feather to differ the decision of 
fencing until all quotes are received. 

 Clerk has three quotes to carry out the following works on the lime trees in Playfield Road playing 
field:  
1. To lift crown to a uniform 2.5m ground clearance and remove deadwood and stubs 
2. The first 2 trees adjacent to the fence – reduce all branches back to give a 1m clearance of the 

fence (to cut back to where it was cut last time) also ensure all overhanging branches are cut 
back. 

3. All arising waste material to be taken from site. 
Firm 1: £585.00 
Firm 2: £330.00 
Firm 3: £250.00 

395.13 It was resolved the Council would accept Firm 3’s price to carry out the necessary works.  This was 
proposed by Cllr. Mason, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Rodgers and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Accept Firm 3’s price and arrange for work to be carried out 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Inform other firm’s that on this occasion they did not get the job 

 
396.13 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE ON BARK FOR PLAY AREAS AND SAND PIT AT THE LINKS 

 When Clerk was getting three quotes for the sand and bark one supplier commented on the 

different level sand pits in The Links as follows: I have also asked a colleague for his opinion on the 

sandpits situation and he agreed with me saying that they are not compliant and could encourage an 

accident, I can’t believe that the RoSpa inspector didn’t mention it! I would suggest topping up the 

low one and making the other two as a planter feature. 

 This was discussed by Council and it was agreed that all three sand pits would be kept and topped 

up with sand.  Cllr. Feather will work out how much sand is necessary  

397.13 It was resolved that after quantity of sand had been worked out sand would be purchased from 

Turfandstuff at a cost of £109.65 per tonne bag.  This was proposed by Cllr. Gelder seconded by Cllr. 

Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Order sand and arrange delivery 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Arrange with Play area warden when he would like delivery 

 Clerk arranged quotes for the bark for both play areas.  Different firms recommended different 

amounts varying from 10 x 1 tonne bags in total to 29 x 1m3 bags in total.  Prices ranged from £87 

per 1m3 bag (for 29 bags) to £149 per bag.  

398.13 It was agreed that Council would purchase 9 bags (5 for Forest Side and 4 for The Links) going with 

Berinsfield Community Business, being the cheapest.  Agreed on Berinsfield to spread the bark. This 

was proposed by Cllr. Feather seconded by Cllr. Mansfield and agreed unanimously 

ACTION FOR CLERK –To find out how much Berinsfield would charge to spread 9 bags (cost of spreading 29 

bags would have been £277).  Also need to check cost of bark as priced on 29 bags. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –If still cheaper Clerk to arrange job to be carried out. 

 

399.13 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE ON FUTURE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
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 Cllr. Landau reported the success of Kennington Connected, a page on Facebook being better than 

the Kennington Chronicle for passing on information.  The issue of the Council having a facebook 

account was discussed.   

400.13 It was agreed that an account be created for the Council.  

ACTION FOR CLLR. LANDAU –To set up the account and instruct the Clerk on how to use it. 

 

401.13 It was agreed that the Clerk have the authority to use the Council account as Kennington Parish 

Council and that if individual councillors posted anything on Kennington Connected they would be 

doing so as a resident not councillor. This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Feather and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –To investigate a policy for Council to adopt regarding the use of social media 

 

 The Clerk reported her concerns regarding the existing e-mail account as she felt it was somehow 

linked with the previous clerk’s home e-mail account.  Cllr. Landau explained that the Council could 

purchase a domain name for £10 per year.  He would very willing to host the name free of charge.  

What this would mean is that the Council e-mail address would end in @Kennington Parish 

Council.org.  This would then enable each councillor to have his or her own Council address. 

402.13 Cllr. Johnston proposed a resolution at the next meeting in May, this was seconded by Cllr. Ellis and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Add Domain name – new e-mail address onto next month’s agenda 

 

403.13 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

404.13 Cllr. Johnston – Playing fields Association Committee AGM on 28 April at 8pm at Playfield Road 

pavilion 

405.13 Cllr. Mason – Fairtrade Annual event went very well with lots of families attending 

406.13 Cllr. Cobb – St Swithun’s School’s September intake is to be 57, 3 under the target of 60.  This will 

add pressure on the parking issues.  School has employed two more teachers and are going ahead 

with the building to increase the class rooms.  The re-instated kitchens are very successful, serving 

hot meals.  The proposed housing developments will have a large impact on the school – it could 

mean an additional school being built. 

407.13 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Committee is looking for a new treasurer.  It has its AGM last week. 

Position to be advertised in the Chronicle 

ACTION FOR CLLR. LANDAU –Post on Kennington Connected  

 

408.13  ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

409.13 Cllr. Johnston received complaints about the shuttle bus not sticking to the time table.  It was agreed 

that Clerk would write to Oxford Bus Company. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –To write to Oxford Bus Company 
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410.13  REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

   

411.13  REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Full Council meeting was held at Bodicote House, Banbury with the meeting being shown live on 
the web – good meeting because of it. If Oxfordshire County Council was this permanently there 
would need to be an investment of between £30,000 to £60,000 to install.  
Oxfordshire County Council decided to keep the Big Society fund going – Cllr. Johnston has £5,000 
for the coming financial year – all requests please make direct to him. 
 

412.13  ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

  
None 
 
 
Meeting Closed at  9:30pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


