
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Major Highway Improvements 
A423 Oxford Southern Bypass 
Kennington and Hinksey Hill Roundabouts  
 
We are writing to tell you about major highway improvement work on the south side of Oxford 
that is due to start on 9 June and last until the end of November 2014.  
 
All road users, residents and businesses currently using the road network around the south of 
Oxford are likely to be affected by this work.  However, this improvement work will bring major 
benefits to the flow of traffic to this congested part of the city. 
 
The improvements to Kennington and Hinksey Hill roundabouts is a transport project that forms 
part of the Oxford and Oxfordshire City Deal, an agreement with government to support the 
Oxfordshire economy by investing in science and technology. 
 
Severe delays are to be expected throughout the summer and autumn whilst this work takes 
place and everyone is being asked to review their daily journey route, mode of transport and 
time of travel and where possible consider alternatives.  
 

There are three main elements to the work:  

 Kennington Roundabout - new ‘Hamburger’ style layout (similar to those at Heyford Hill 
and Headington). 

 Hinksey Hill Interchange – improved layout and new ‘free flow’ access on to the A34 slip 
road. 

 Major maintenance to adjacent bridges  
 
We plan to carry out the work in four distinct phases:   
Phase 1  

 Commence works on new subway within Kennington Roundabout and relocated traffic 
islands to the east and west of the roundabout. 

 Construct new southern slip road at Hinksey Hill together with alterations to the 
approach road and works to the northern footway of the A423. 

 Construction of two central reserve crossovers. 
 

Phase 2-3 

 Work to Kennington Roundabout, widening for westbound through lanes, and 
maintenance work to the bridges on the southern bypass under a contra-flow. 
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Phase 4 

 Completion of the subway within Kennington Roundabout 

A detailed programme of the planned work is available on the scheme’s website. 
 
Traffic Management  

Advance warning signs will inform motorists of the work and will direct traffic through any local 
diversionary routes as a result of road closures. During the initial phase of the works there will 
be off-peak daytime lane closures along the bypass and overnight closures at Hinksey Hill 
Roundabout.  From August there will be a 24 hour contra-flow in place on the A423 Southern 
Bypass with single lane traffic in both directions between Heyford Hill Roundabout and Hinksey 
Hill Interchange.   
 
The cycleway/footpath that runs under Kennington Roundabout will also continue to be closed 
for the duration of the works, with diversion signage in place. 
 
 
Keeping You Informed 
A number of methods of communication are being used to keep you informed during the works: 

 

 specific website for the project, which will be updated on a regular basis 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/hinksey-hill-and-kennington-roundabouts 

 Site bulletins will be uploaded onto the webpage.  People will also be able to register 
their details to receive future works updates via email as they are released.  

 The County Council’s Travel Choices webpages will assist people in gaining live travel 
information, finding out about other major transport schemes and alternative modes of 
transport, see: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/travelchoices.  

 Twitter: Follow @oxfordshirecc and search #OxonTravelChoices for major travel updates 
across the county. 

 Signs are being placed on site to forewarn road users in advance of the works. 

 Regular updates in local media including updates via radio/website travel bulletins. 

 Updates to bus schedules will be communicated via the relevant bus companies. 
 
If you have any particular queries, please contact the Highways Enquiry team on 0845 310 
1111 or highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk (0830 -1700 Monday –Thursday & 0830 -1600 
on Fridays).  
 
We apologise for any inconvenience that may be caused to your journeys, and thank you in 
advance for your cooperation.  We are confident the long term benefits of the scheme will 
outweigh the short term delays. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Philip Raven  
Project Manager 
 
Encl. 
1. General Arrangement drawings: S-5125711/DET/100/012 & 016 
2. Phase 1 Hinksey Hill Roundabout/A423 closure / diversion drawings: 2861-01A & 02A 
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