
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
11 September 2014 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Cllr. Charlett in the chair 

Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Ellis  Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Landau Cllr.  Mansfield  Cllr. Mason Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Mrs Rodgers 

 

In attendance:  One member of the public and Anne Feather (Clerk)  

124.14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs. Biggs and Jennings 

125.14 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

None 

 

126.14 DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PRECUNIARY INTERESTS 

None 

127.14 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 11 July 2014 as a true record.  

128.14 REPORT OF THE CLERK 

New issues between July meeting and 1 August 

A Resident reported dangerous collapse of BT manhole just before the by-pass bridge.  Reported to 

both Highways and BT - repaired 

B Resident contacted Clerk in response to accompanying letter with Certificate in the Best Kept Garden 

Competition.  He suggests contacting nearby shops e.g. Homebase, Aldi, asking if they would give 

10% off plants and associated items in readiness for next year’s Garden Competition. 

 This idea has already been realised by the Horticultural Society within the village.  

129.14 It was agreed that this Society be asked to put something in the Chronicle explaining this is one of 

the benefits of becoming a member of their Society. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact the Horticultural Society suggesting they include this benefit in a future article 

in the Chronicle.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to resident  

 

C Reported fly tipping at Forest Side playing field car park – reported same day to Environment 

Warden.  He has arranged for waste to be collected by Biffa, unfortunately no evidence could be 

found as to where it came from.  Resident contacted Clerk with more information which was passed 

to the Warden for investigation. 

 

D Edward Road resident reported party boats very noisy woke his daughter up twice – neighbours also 

mentioned noise.  Council is aware of these event boats which has been going for many years and 

feels there is little that can be done. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to resident  

  

New issues during August and 11 September 
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A Request for a litter bin to be installed outside Best One along the Kennington Road.  At present the 

owner has small bin which he empties daily but finds it difficult to segregate rubbish for disposal.  

Cars drivers have a habit of emptying their cars of rubbish, using the only bin available.   

130.14 It was resolved that the Council would purchase and install a general litter bin outside Best One.  

This was proposed by Cllr. Ellis, seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously.  

131.14 It was agreed that funds would be taken from the general reserves as this was not within the 

2014/15 budget 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase and arrange installation of usual green litter bin after checking with the 

County Council that they are happy with the siting and that vale of White Horse agree to regularly 

empty bin. 

 

B Residence along Kennington Road has laid a new hedge together with gravel which is within the 

verge i.e. extending its front garden 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxfordshire County Highways informing them of this and is they have any 

concerns. 

 

C Sandford Lane resident reported the state of the verge on the far side of Sandford Lane – ‘it is so 

overgrown now that cars are driving in the middle of the road to stop them from being scratched – it 

is getting quite dangerous’.  Clerk reported to Oxfordshire Highways informing resident of action 

taken.  Contacted Highways again later during the month.  Received further email from resident 

reporting that no work had been carried out on the verges and that ‘a stray double decker bus 

testing out the width to see if a terminus is viable in the lane and of course the surveyors checking the 

width. Wrote again to Highways and forwarded resident’s email to the County Bus Services Manager 

for his information. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxfordshire County Highways again, reporting the amount of mud on the road 

too – send copy of email to Radley Parish Council for their information. 

 

D Small World Nursery contacted Clerk regarding path up to the playing field at Playfield Road asking 

who they should approach to discuss potential improvements to the path.  Clerk replied explaining 

that the Parish Council is the owner of the lane but the Countryside Access Team is responsible for 

the upkeep of the path surface.  Clerk recommends a Duty of Care inspection be carried out.    
132.14. It was agreed that a Councillor would take a look at the path to make sure there are no fallen trees 

etc. and that the lane be included in the next Duty of Care Inspection. 

 

E Resident asked if the coming football season’s fixture list could be pinned up at the notice boards at 

both playing fields so as to inform everyone when home matches are to be played.  Clerk contacted 

Cllr. Johnston.  Cllr Johnston reported that fixture lists are now on both Playing Field noticeboards. 

F After the recent storms Clerk recommends that trees are checked along the perimeter of Forest Side 

Playing field – along path to the woods.   

133.14 It was agreed that this be checked by a Councillor now and then inspected again as part of the next 

inspection. 

ACTION FOR CHAIRMAN – Chairman volunteered to check the path. 

 

G Resident contacted Clerk requesting the buses change their route by permanently to travel along 
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Upper Road (as in times of road closures).   

134.14 It was agreed that this would not be a practical, safe or feasible route for service buses to travel. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report back to resident 

 

H Resident contacted Clerk to report dog waste in all three sand pits in The Links.  Clerk went to 

remove – but only found waste in the lowest sand pit.  Clerk noticed gate open and not swinging 

shut.  There was a discussion around the topic of dogs running free and upsetting children as well as 

owners not clearing up their dog’s mess.  Cllr. Mansfield would like to see all dogs on leads at both of 

the village’s playing fields but it was felt that this would be impossible to police.  It was suggested 

that if anyone witnessed dog owners not picking up their dog’s mess or being a nuisance and scaring 

children/adults, that a photograph is taken and reported to the police. 

I Resident reported hedge overgrowing onto pavement outside No. 16 Kenville Road   

ACTION FOR CLERK – To write to occupier of the property requesting they cut back their hedge. 

 

J Cllr. Baggott concerned about max weight of the basket swing in The Links as he saw many children 

on the swing at the same time – Clerk contacted RoSPA who explained there is no weight limit, it is 

part of play to be all together. This type/make of swing is very safe. 

K Resident contacted Clerk to complain about cigarette ends outside the social club – she was at the 

playground with her granddaughter and was very aware of the situation.  She feels it has been 

getting increasingly worse.  Village Hall Management Committee has written to the Social Club (See 

under correspondence). 

L Drain cover near 155 The Avenue has become dislodged and is in a very dangerous position.  Clerk 

contacted Oxfordshire County Highways twice requesting they make it safe – Repaired 

M Dry stone wall at Playfield Road playing field had been damaged – Clerk requesting two quotes from 

dry stone wall companies.  Someone has since pushed stones back into wall.  Wall has since been 

damaged again, this time more severely – Clerk has informed PCSO Claire Smallcombe.  Finding it 

difficult to get someone over to give a quote – Cotswold Walls, Trees and Fences said they would 

come out this Sunday – Dry Stone Walling Ltd still trying to get his to come over. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for quotes to make good the damage. 

 

N Litter bin by picnic table near outdoor gym in Playfield Road Playing field was dismantled – Mick 

Hutton sorted it. 

O Clerk reported fly tipping at Forest Side Playing field – an amount of green waste was dumped on 29 

August 2014.  Cllr. Gelder reported that the wheelie bin is full of carrier bags and garden netting.  

Clerk contacted the Environment Warden but there is little the District Council can do if the rubbish 

has been emptied into a container.  Clerk passed on the Chairman’s concerns about the increase in 

tipping in Forest Side and he is going to put a camera in the car park as it becomes free.  

P Clerk reported damaged drain cover to Oxfordshire Highways – on the corner of St Swithun’s Road 

and The Avenue (school side) – repaired. 

Q Resident contacted Clerk explaining that vegetation from Kennington Health Centre grass bank has 

damaged boundary fence and coming through into her garden.  Garden backs onto area immediately 

behind health centre, but was told by health centre that it was not its responsibility.  Clerk contacted 

Health centre explaining which area is its responsibility and which is the responsibility of the Parish 

Council.  Dave Dixon (Health Centre Manager) forwarded to their estates department to investigate.  
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He has asked them to reply to Clerk if they feel the bank does not belong to us or to task the grounds 

maintenance if it does. Clerk contacted Julia Kent (Solicitor) to ask who owns what – she explained 

that the Land Registry record does not show what is actually on the ground.  She is forwarding 

information she has regarding this parcel of land.  Clerk contacted resident recommending that, 

although the Parish Council is attempting to ascertain who owns what, she contact the Health Centre 

directly as the maintenance is not down to the Parish Council. 

R Resident concerned over current bus routes through the village feeling that the roads along St 

Swithun’s and Bagley Wood are too narrow and should be properly risk assessed.  Resident also 

reported the damage being caused by the buses.  Clerk forwarded resident’s concerns to Oxfordshire 

County Council who explained that buses are diverting along St Swithun’s Road and Bagley Wood 

Road to try and mitigate the delays to their passengers but are not being used all the time, only 

when there are severe delays on the main roads.  It was also explained that as long as a road does 

not have any width or weight restrictions buses can legally use that road. The County Council is 

looking at the damage that is being caused to these roads and will be looking closely at this problem. 

Clerk forwarded response to resident.  Repairs have been carried out along Bagley Wood Road. 

S Clerk apologised for forgetting September’s Saturday morning meeting.  Resident contacted Clerk 

regarding an issue he wanted to talk to a Councillor about.  Resident lives at Rowles Close and 

reported cherry trees growing in his garden being seeded from branches overhanging both the alley 

way and his garden.  The alleyway runs along the side of his back garden.  Resident requested that 

branches are cut back.   Cllrs. Charlett, Gelder and Landau volunteered to cut back the small 

branches. 

 

ACTION FOR COUNCILLORS – Cut back small branches 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Flag up for inclusion when Amenities Committee prepare next year’s Maintenance 

Contract 

 

T Further resident contacted Clerk to report same alleyway as dirty with fallen leaves and fruit on the 

surface making it a danger to walk down.  There is also vegetation growing over the fences into the 

path.  Clerk spoke to resident explaining that alleyway had been cleared and that it will be done 

again next month. 

U Resident contacted Clerk to report that the alleyway from Meadow View Road to Poplar Grove was 

very overgrown and suspected that it was missed out of the recent maintenance.   Clerk contacted 

Berinsfield Community Business to check as they thought they had done it. 
ACTION FOR CLERK – Flag up for inclusion when Amenities Committee prepare next year’s Maintenance 

Contract 

 

V Clerk received email from resident concerned about the mini roundabout at the very north end of 

the village to turn up into Upper Road.  ‘No one seems to be au fait with the Highway Code and offer 

nothing but abuse if I take my right of way. The problem is made worse by the fact that the huge 

conifer hedge on the corner or our road totally obscures the roundabout’.  Clerk forwarded resident’s 

email to Oxfordshire Highways.  . 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To write to 2 Kennington Road requesting the hedge be cut back enough for the sign to 

be easily seen by drivers. 
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Continuing issues  

W Along with several Councillors, Clerk delivered leaflets to residents of Poplar Grove and Meadow 

View Road regarding the cutting of verges.  Resident contacted Clerk in response to this leaflet 

suggesting that the verges be made into either widening the road or putting in a layby for parking 

cars.  Her car’s wing mirror has been knocked twice by buses coming down the road. 

X Councillors delivered the Best Kept Garden Certificates with the Clerk having the Trophy engraved 

with 2014 winner of the Blackman’s Cup – Mr A and Mrs P Cross. 

Y Received breakdown of costings for the extension of the 30mph speed limit at the north of the 

village.  Costs increased by £380 due to the re-installation of the existing Village sign together with 

the installation of the new Village sign.  (Increase in cost authorised by Chairman and Vice-

Chairman).  Costings sent to Said Business School for confirmation of its contribution before 

contacting Oxfordshire County Council requesting the commencement of works.   Works have been 

completed.  Clerk received email from Falcon Signs asking Council if it wished for the village sign 

used as template to be refurbished at all whilst down.  It was agreed that unless it was damaged 

during its period with the supplier that it can be replaced as is. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Falcon Signs of Council’s decision. 

 

Z Contacted Claire Waddington of Sovereign Housing Association to arrange a meeting with Cllr 

Mansfield regarding houses in Meadow View Road and Poplar Grove.  Cllr Mansfield and Ms 

Waddington walked around area with notes being taken by Ms Waddington as to the state of 

individual properties, also noting which properties did not have dropped curbs.  She also made 

special note of those properties where front gardens could not be maintained due to the age of the 

occupiers, where assistance will be arranged.  Cllr Mansfield awaiting written report on visit. 

AA Thames Water (TW) met with resident regarding sewage incidents along Kennington Road.  Resident 

not totally happy with discussion as TW seemed to be laying the blame of the flooding on a slight 

blockage from resident’s drain – which the resident strongly disputes.  As a good will gesture TW put 

a camera down resident’s sewer and jetted it. There was a lot of scale which TW could not totally 

eradicate, leaving resident with the responsibility of totally cleaning it.  TW also implied that when 

flash flooding occurs there is nothing to stop the sewers filling up. Clerk wished to forward resident’s 

email to Cllr Rodney Rose however resident felt it better if this was left until the drain had been 

flushed properly – more residents are affected by this sewage overflow problem at times of heavy 

rain.  Resident contacted Clerk after recent storm detailing the result of the heavy rain.  Other 

properties were also affected.  Resident was to ascertain how many properties were affected before 

taking the case further.  Clerk has heard no more to date. 
AB Sent a nil return for salt for this winter to Oxfordshire County Council. 

AC Requested posters from the Community Safety Projects officer of South Oxfordshire and White 

Horse District Councils regarding Graffiti and Criminal Damage. 

AD Responded to Mr Shaw in support of empowering Parish Councils to sell electricity. 

AE Wrote to Kennington Health Centre asking if their contractor could cut back the ivy when next on 

site.  The Virginia creeper has been cut back along the stone wall but has stopped at the ivy. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact the Health Centre again requesting ivy is removed. 

 

AF Contacted Vale of white Horse Planning Enforcement team to ask about progress on 137 Upper Road 

and informed them of the 6 taxis at 27 Upper Road and whether there is a current licence for 
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running a taxi business from these premises.  Enforcement team forwarded copy of document 

served on owner of 137 Upper Road, showing details of order.  Mrs Cllr Rodgers reported that a local 

resident is having difficulties getting in and out of drive due to cars parked on road.  Clerk to give 

contact details for resident to report direct to the Enforcement team. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Enforcement team for progress reports regarding both 27 and 137 Upper 

Road. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward contact details to Mrs Cllr. Rodgers for resident’s information. 

 

AG Contacted the Waste team in Vale of White Horse District Council to let them know that the red dog 

bins are still in situ in the village.  An additional litter bin at Playfield Road playing field was discussed 

and agreed as necessary. 

135.14 It was resolved that the Council would purchase and install a general litter bin by the pavilion at 

Playfield Road playing field.  This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed 

unanimously.  

136.14 It was agreed that funds would be taken from the general reserves as this was not within the 

2014/15 budget 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase and arrange installation of usual green litter bin after checking with the 

County Council that they are happy with the siting and that Vale of White Horse agree to regularly 

empty bin. 

 

AH Contacted Berinsfield Community Business to see if they could cut the grass at the Car Park by the 

Village Hall. Carried out 18 July 2014 

AI Clerk contacted Southern Electric and Oxfordshire County Council requesting whether defibrillators 

could be installed on street poles.  Awaiting Southern Electric’s response – Oxfordshire County 

Council responded explaining that unfortunately this could not be done.    

AJ Work completed at The Links play area at Playfield Road playing field.  Brambles beginning to come 

back through the fence into the Play Area.   

AK Access gate has been installed in the Memorial Field to gain access into the strip of land next to The 

Paddocks. Clerk informed the Memorial Field Committee, Savills and Berinsfield Community 

Business.   

AL Kennington Playing Field Association requested that insurance quote for fields be taken out for three 

years – see financial report 

AM Received final £40 for damage caused to wooden bench in Forest Side Play Area. 

AN Chairman removed graffiti found on the BMX sign at Forest Side. 

AO Links Road resident asked after progress of planning permission in regard to the extension of the 

fence as balls are still coming over.  He explained a specific incident where a man got over to retrieve 

a ball but could not get back; he broke resident’s bench and hedge trying to get out of his garden.  

Clerk suggested this incident be reported to the police and to the Playing Field Association.  Planning 

applied for. 

AP Contacted both Highways and the Waste team at Vale of White Horse District Council again to 

request whether they had any objection to a litter bin being installed at the corner of Bagley Wood 

Road and St Swithun’s Road and if it could be regularly emptied.  Still awaiting a response. 

AQ Contacted Oxfordshire Highways again regarding investigating the School crossing hump – Chairman 

and Vice chairman met Highways on site, where it was assessed that although the profile is a little 

steeper, due to existing financial constraints nothing will be done. 
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AR Contacted Julia Kent requesting any progress made regarding the Playfield Road Lease – Clerk signed 

Terms of Business letter and gave proof of identity to Franklins Solicitors. 

AS Contacted Oxfordshire Highways asking why Bagley Close was not part of the recent gutter clearing – 

apparently this task is carried out using the Area Stewards funds and so is not a regular occurrence. 

AT Asked Cllr. Johnston when yellow lines along Poplar Grove were to be removed – on County 

Council’s ‘To Do’ list.  PCSO Claire Smallcombe asked when lines were to be taken away just before 

the school term started. 

AU Requested Waste team in Vale of White Horse District Council remove or replace the base of the 

litter bin at the junction of Manor Grove and The Avenue. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase Vale of White Horse District Council asking if an actual bin could be re-installed if 

the base could not removed. 

 

AV Prepared Asset list with photographs of all assets within the village – Clerk recommended annual 

inspection by a group of Councillors.   

137.14 It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next Amenities Committee. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a date for an Amenities Meeting 

 

AW There seems to be a growing problem with litter around the round closed goal.  It would cost £40 to 

move the litter bin nearer to the goal. 

138.14 It was resolved that the existing litter bin would be re-sited nearer the round closed goal.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Organise the moving of the litter bin nearer to the round closed goal. 

 

AX Contacted Peter Rawcliffe requesting date of the Annual Flood meeting this year – received no 

response but have received invitation to the Annual Oxford Flood Partnership meeting at Oxford 

Town Hall in October. 

AY Contacted Highways to chase up: 

1. 654249 Overgrown shrubs along The Avenue – on ‘to do’ list 

2. 652632 Overgrown vegetation and hedge near Cranbrook Drive – this was inspected and letters 

written to owners – vegetation has since been cut back 

3. 651329 Overgrown trees at the beginning of Bagley Wood Rd/end of Upper Rd – on ‘to do’ list 

4. 654670 Permission for additional litter bin at end of Bagley Wood Rd/St Swithun’s Rd – Area Steward 

has been on leave 

5. 648631 Request to re-consider assessment of footpath outside flat at the top of Poplar Grove – this 

was closed, been re-assigned and forwarded to highways representative to assess (661480) 

AZ Clerk attended RBS financial package training on Budgets, which she found very useful and 

requested approval to attend a further session on Ear Marked Reserves training at a cost of £84.  

139.14 It was agreed that the Clerk could attend this training session. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To organise and attend Ear Marked Reserves Training session. 

 

AAA Telephoned Peter Dela from Vale of White Horse District Council to arrange a meeting to discuss the 

trigger point for road closures in times of flooding.  Cllrs. Biggs; Charlett; Cobb; Gelder and Johnston 

would like to attend. 
ACTION FOR CLERK – To organise meeting 
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AAB Steve Bishop telephoned Clerk to report that the newly installed cameras had been destroyed within 

24/48 hours.  Clerk is in the process of arranging a further meeting regarding the issue of fly tipping 

around Red Bridge Hollow. 

 

140.14 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 

Requests for grants 

None 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action  

A The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 – morning briefing being arranged for 2 

October Didcot Civic Hall by OALC - Chairman and Vice chairman agreed that Clerk and Chairman 

should attend at a cost of £70. The Clerk recommended that Council noted the use of modern 

technology and communication methods such as filming, audio-recording, blogging and tweeting to 

report the proceedings of meetings of the Council shall be allowed in accordance with the Openness 

of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014. 

 Clerk attended SLCC branch meeting where these new regulations were discussed and information 

was distributed to assist in implementing changes.  Clerk produced a draft policy regarding public 

participation and also a note that could be laminated and handed to members of the public 

attending council meetings, explaining about the public participation as well as information 

regarding filming and recording of meetings.  Clerk distributed a copy of Henley Town Council’s note 

on The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 for information.   

141.14 It was agreed that this would be discussed and agreed at the next meeting of Council. 

At present the Council’s Standing Orders are illegal due to this change in regulations - The Clerk has 

amended these orders to show this change in legislation.  These changes were discussed and it was 

agreed that the following be added: ‘people present must know they are being recorded and all 

recordings must be turned off when confidential matters are being discussed’. 

142.14 It was agreed that these changes be incorporated into the Council’s Standing Orders. 

A further requirement is necessary as part of these regulations regarding the recording of all 

decisions that the Clerk makes.  Details of this will be relayed to Council after the Chairman and Clerk 

have attended the briefing session. 

B ORCC – invitation to annual conference and AGM on 18 September at Yarnton Village Hall 

C Town and Parish Forum on 26 November 2014 – Parish Councillors are invited.  Any suggestions for 

topics or issues should be returned by 15 September. 

D Request from Kennington Cricket Club (via the Playing field Committee) for work to be carried out on 

the cricket square totalling around £2,000.  This was discussed in the light of the remaining Playing 

Field Association grant, with Cllr. Johnston (treasurer of the Association) assuring Council that the 

Playing fields Committee would have enough funds to last until April 2015. 

143.14 It was resolved that the necessary works to the cricket square be carried out.  This was proposed by 

Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted unanimously. 

E Received RoSPA Inspection reports for both Play Areas and the BMX track – Clerk recommends all 

actions within reports be carried out and monitored as appropriate.  Actions carried over onto the 

current Action Plan.  Chairman was very pleased that the inspections gave the play areas a ‘clean bill 

of health’. 
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F Consultation – A423 Oxford Bypass Kennington – Proposed De-restriction – any objections or other 

representations on the proposal should be submitted by 19 September – forwarded to all 

Councillors.  

G Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau invite the Council to its Annual Meeting on 18 

September at Abbey House, Abingdon. 

H Request from parents, St Swithun’s Governors and community members for Parish Council support 

the school with regard to the County Council’s new home to school transport policy as they are all 

concerned about this new policy. They would like to find a collective solution and request a delegate 

from the Council to attend their meetings.  This was discussed, with Cllr. Landau volunteering to 

attend meetings as a representative from the Parish Council.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond explaining that the Parish Council is happy to support any action the group 

wish to take and inform them that Cllr. Landau is happy to attend their meetings. 

 

I Clerk received email requesting the verge at the top of St Swithun’s Road by the Small World 

Nursery be part of the grass cutting programme.  Also resident reported the red dog bin is no longer 

in playing field.  Clerk responded explaining that this grass verge would be assessed for inclusion in 

next year’s contract and that red dog bins are being taken away due to the increased costs in 

disposal.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Flag up this verge when Amenities Committee assesses areas for inclusion in next 

year’s verge cutting contract. 

 

J Clerk received email  regarding the state of the grass and stinging nettles along the path (on the 

bend by the nursery’s goats, where Bagley Wood Rd changes into St Swithun’s Rd) needs to be cut 

on a regular basis, like any other grass in the village that is cut by contractors.   Also resident 

reported the speed of traffic as there are some near misses on that bend and now double decker 

buses use the road the edges are getting into a very poor state.  This was discussed by the 

Councillors.  The area of verge being reported will be assess for next year’s verge cutting contract.  

County Councillor Johnston reported to Council that funds have been set aside for making good any 

road damage as a result of the magnitude of traffic using Bagley Wood Road, at the end of the 

current road works. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Flag up this verge when Amenities Committee assesses areas for inclusion in next 

year’s verge cutting contract. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to resident 

 

K Chairman received email from resident regarding parked cars on the main road (The Avenue and 

Kennington Road) which requested residents be asked to try to park their cars in their driveways as 

much as possible in the morning as rush hour.  This was discussed and agreed that Council would ask 

PCSO Claire Smallcombe and PC Carl Bryant if they could carry out these requests. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact PCSO Claire Smallcombe 

 
L Consultation from Oxfordshire County Council on the Draft Revised Oxfordshire Statement of 

Community Involvement.  (Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan).  Cllr. Johnston confirmed 

that this did not affect the village. 

M Community Resilience (Emergency Plans) Roadshows on Market days throughout Oxfordshire. 
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N Resident reported incident outside the School (start of new term) where due to the amount of 

parking on The Avenue, resident, when driving past, was nearly forced onto the grass verge as 

vehicles were attempting to pass parked cars.  He reported to the police. 

O Clerk received email from resident regarding the noise of trains at the bottom of her and neighbours’ 

gardens.  Resident enquiring why trains have to stop in this location and why for so long - a train was 

stationary at the bottom of garden recently, with its' engine constantly being revved up from 8.35am 

until 11.13am. This was discussed, with Cllr Johnston volunteering to contact the resident, as 

additional information is necessary to ascertain whose trains they are 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward emails to Cllr Johnston  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to resident 

ACTION FOR CLLR. JOHNSTON– Contact resident 

 

P Abingdon Hydro (a not-for-profit community project) – share offer coming on 1 November 2014. 

Hydroelectricity from the Thames in Abingdon. 

Q Invitation to the Oxford Area Flood Partnership annual open meeting on 16 October at 7pm in 

Oxford Town Hall – Cllrs. Gelder and Landau willing to attend. 

ACTION FOR CLLRS. GELDER & LANDAU– Report back to Council after meeting 

 

R Kennington Girl Guides would like to produce some badges for the Guides to celebrate its 100th 

birthday.  They are asking for permission to use the Parish Council logo/shield on these badges.   

144.14 It was agreed that Council would forward a copy of the Parish Council shield to the Girl Guides for 

their use. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward copy of crest to Kennington Girl Guides 

 

S Clerk received email from resident regarding various suggestions surrounding traffic in the village 

especially at the school which was discussed.  County Councillor Johnston explained that there was 

no budget outside of Oxford City for lowering speed limits to 20mph.  District Councillor Patterson 

explained that due to very new legislation fixed penalty notices can be given by officers of District 

and County Councils but to date it has not been tried.  Resident willing to talk to PCSO Claire 

Smallcombe. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Outstanding action for Clerk to organise a working party  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to resident – inviting her to be part of the working party  

 

T Review of Vale of White Horse District Polling Stations - They are asking for the views of parishes on 

the polling station within the parish – attached this notice on the Parish Council noticeboard 

 

Correspondence for Information 

U ORCC’s Annual General meeting and Conference – 18 September 

V CPRE – Afternoon tea at Buscot on 26 July 2014 – forwarded to all councillors and notification of 

Annual General Meeting on 9 August at The Lamb, Buckland 

W RBS (Rialtos Business Solutions)Training details for Budget training in September – Clerk to attend 

X Resident commenting on leaflet drop in Poplar Grove and Meadow View Road regarding verge 

cutting. Clerked thanked resident for his e-mail and invited him to September’s Council meeting. 

Y Carers Oxfordshire July 2014 Update. 
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Z Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association Summer Newsletter (forwarded to all Councillors). 

AA July update from Police Superintendent  Andy Boyl. 

AB As part of Community Governance Review Vale of White Horse District Council decided ‘to move 

land south of Sandford Lane from Radley parish into Kennington parish’. Also it decided to ‘invite the 

Community Governance and Electoral Issues Committee to undertake a wider review of the 

boundary between Sunningwell, Kennington and Radley parishes after May 2015’. 

AC August – Wildlife News from BBOWT. 

AD Information on Community Information Network from Oxfordshire Age UK. 

AE Oxford Flood Alliance Update – July 2014 (forwarded to all Councillors). 

AF Major road works affecting Redbridge Household Waste Recycling Centre (forwarded to all 

Councillors). 

AG Kennington Stakeholder meeting held on 16 July – copy of presentation given and plans (forwarded 

to all Councillors). 

AH Temporary Road Closure – A420 Shrivenham (forwarded to all Councillors). 

AI Neighbourhood Policing – August Newsletter (forwarded to all Councillors). 

AJ The Thames District Guides liked the Council for supporting their fundraising efforts for their trip to 

Austria this year – sent card with photographs. 

AK Directory of Local Community Transport Groups and Services – sent out by ORCC (forwarded to all 

Councillors). 

AL Update from ‘Save Radley Village’ regarding proposed developments together with response letter 

from Evelyn Godfrey (forwarded to all Councillors). 

AM Update on Better Broadband for Oxfordshire –  Cllr Cobb explained that Kennington will be on 

improved broadband by end of December 2014. 

AN Temporary road closure Sunningwell (Bayworth) for 2 days starting 1 September  (forwarded to all 

Councillors). 

AO OALC August Update (forwarded to all Councillors). 

AP RightDriver – Helping people get free Highway Code training. 

AQ Temporary Road Closure and Other Temporary Restrictions at A420 works – Shrivenham – Now open 

(forwarded to all Councillors). 

AR Annual Community Emergency Planning Survey 2014/15 – Clerk completed survey details. 

AS Information on the Royal British Legion’s ‘Run2Remember’ even on 8 November 

AT Came and Company’s Autumn Newsletter (forwarded to all Councillors) 

AU Change Ahead Roadshow from Carers Voice Oxfordshire as legislation is changing for children and 

young people with special educational needs and disability 

AV OPFA AGM on 17 October at Steeple Aston Village Hall (forwarded to Cllr. Johnston) 

AW CPRE – Walk along the Oxford Canal on 20 September 2014 (forwarded to Cllr. Johnston) 

AX September Newsletters from the Neighbourhood Police 

AY Oxfordshire County council - Review of subsidised bus services: Wantage, Faringdon and Didcot area 

AZ Copy letter from Kennington Village Hall Management Committee to Kennington Social Club 

regarding the issue of the state of area outside club, specifically cigarette stubs that litter this area  

AAA Mr Pope wrote to inform Council that Network Rail is working on Munday’s Bridge 

 
335.13  Advertising correspondence – found on table at the back of the room 
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145.14 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 July 2014 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           57,945.38 

Earmarked Funds Account 21,599.11 

National Savings Investment Account                              8,076.81 

Sub total 88,121.30 

Less outstanding cheques 929.51 

Total 87,191.79 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             £171.14 

Accounts to be paid in July 

 
Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

175 Thames Water 
Water Supply for The Pavilion, Playfield Road 

£35.67 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

176 Beauchamp & Butler Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
Repaired heating system at The Pavilion Playfield Rd 
playing field 

£450.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 August 2014 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           53,019.05 

Earmarked Funds Account 21,596.42 

National Savings Investment Account                              8,076.81 

Sub total 83,192.28 

Less outstanding cheques 4,003.72 

Total 79,188.56 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             £171.14 

Accounts paid between August and present meeting 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

173 D.E.Electrical 
Installed defibrillator unit at Village Centre 

£216.00 Public Health Act 
1936 s.234 

174 Thames Water 
Water supply for the War Memorial 

£66.34 War Memorials Act 
1923 

177 Mrs A Feather 
Windows Upgrade to pc and postage stamps 

£161.50 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

Cheque No. 
106…    Power to Act 

179 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for July less tax and NI  

£1007.23 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

180 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for August less tax  

£79.16 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

181 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£194.18 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

182 Dataprint 
Certificates for the Best Garden Competition 

£86.40 Section 137 LGA 
1972 
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Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

178 Broker Network Ltd 
Annual insurance premium for Playing Fields 
Association 

£2377.85 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

194 Maylarch Recycling Limited 
Exchanging wheelie bins in both playing fields 

£74.16 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Direct Debits paid in September 

183 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Planning application fee for proposed Chain link fence 
at Playfield Road playing field 

£195.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

184 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Litter collection during July 

£40.56 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

185 MDB Catering 
Lunch for external Judges 

£45.00 Section 137 LGA 
1972 

186 Berinsfield Community Business 
Verges, Playing fields and Cemetery – June & July 
Plus cutting behind Village Hall 

£1,377.96 
+ 

£1,479.96 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

187 Allsports Trophies Ltd 
Engraving Dr Blackman’s 2014 Cup 

£12.00 Section 137 LGA 
1972 

188 Greenthumb 
Grass treatment for War Memorial 

£57.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

189 Playsafety Ltd 
Annual inspections of play areas and BMX track 

£248.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

190 Oxfordshire County Council 
Speed survey along Upper Road 

£120.00  

191 Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd 
Data Backup Service-Alpha 

£86.40 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

192 Euroffice Ltd 
Order books and stapler 

£39.28 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

193 BDO 
For external audit of council’s accounts for the year 
ended 31 March 2014 

£360.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

195 Franklins 
Consideration of Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge 
2012 

£120.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

196 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
2 Places on the OALC’s  Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014 briefing session 

£84.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

DD BT 
Parish telephone account (1.8.14 to 30.11.14) 

£81.74 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

DD SSE Southern Electric 
Electric supply to War Memorial 

£31.69 War Memorials Act 
1923 

 Playing Fields Account   

DD SSE Southern Electric 
Electric supply to Playfield Rd Pavilion 

£531.39 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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Accounts to be paid in September 

 
Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

207 Maylarch Recycling Limited 
Exchanging wheelie bins in both playing fields 

£111.24 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
146.14 Clerk’s hours from 3 July until 6 August 2014 
 Standard hours  
147.14 Clerk’s hours from 7 August until 3 September 2014 

Standard hours plus 5 additional hours  
148.14 The Clerk would like Councillors to note that she has corrected the power to act within June’s 

Financial Report when reporting on the purchase of the defibrillator – the correct power is s.234 of 
the Public Health Act 1936.  Chairman initialled correction. 

149.14 There were no issues arising from 2013/14 external Audit.  The Annual Return was presented to 
Council and approved and accepted.  This was proposed by Cllr. Mansfield seconded by Cllr. Gelder                
and agreed unanimously. Notice of conclusion of audit was displayed on the Parish Council 
Noticeboard at the Village Centre for 14 days during August/September. 

150.14 It was resolved that Council would use Mr Symes again this year for internal auditing purposes at a 
cost of £375.00.  This was proposed by Cllr. Baggott, seconded by Cllr. Ellis and agreed unanimously. 

151.14 Reconciliation reports together with the Trial balance, cash book and summary income and 
expenditure (against budget) reports were circulated to all councillors.   

DD SSE Southern Electric 
Electric supply to Forest Side Pavilion 

£99.67 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

197 Village Hall 
Room hire for July, August and September 

£96.50 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

198 Calber Facilities Management Ltd  
Litter picking for August 

124.80 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

199 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for August less tax and NI  

£1014.74 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

200 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for September less tax  

£98.80 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

201 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£204.48 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

202 Savills 
Rent for Forest Side playing field (29.9.14 to 24.12.14) 

£375.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

203 Greenthumb 
Late summer grass treatment on the War Memorial 

£57.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

204 Mr C Charlett 
1/4ly chairman’s allowance 

£137.50 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

205 D.E. Electrical 
To attend to water ingress to War Memorial lighting 

£60.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

206 Berinsfield Community Business 
Grass contracts for August – credit notes 

£1024.15 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

208 Parish Online 
Annual subscription fee 

£67.20 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

209 Rialtas Business Solutions Limited 
Alpha Software maintenance licence 

£130.80 Section 111 
LGA 1972 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 11 September 2014  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 160 
 

152.14 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted unanimously. 

 
153.14 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The planning committee meeting minutes held on 15 July and 5 August were noted. 

Are only one planning application had been received and that was Council’s own application to raise 

the chain link fence at Playfield Road playing field by 1 metre. Clerk suggested Council discussed at this 

meeting.   

County Councillor Johnston and District Councillor Patterson took no part in this section of the 

meeting. 

 

154.14 Computer No. P14/V1914/FUL 
Address:  Playing fields Playfield Road Kennington 
Proposed:  To increase height of existing 3m high chain link fence up to 4m, for a distance of 30m 
along the boundary between the rear garden of 18 Links Road and land known as Playfield Road 
playing fields, Kennington 
Applicant: Kennington Parish Council 
No Objection proposed by Cllr. Gelder seconded by Cllr. Landau and agreed unanimously.    
The following comments were sent to the District Council:   
No comment 

 

155.14 Enforcement team reported that officer advised owner of 153 Kennington Road, that in her opinion 

change of use from residential to guest house would not get permission owing to lack of car parking.  

(One space per room is required).  OCC has also stated it would not encourage on street parking 

owning to the location of the Bus Stop. 

 

156.14 Received Planning appeal against refusal of a householder application – Council to note the following: 

Appeal reference No. APP/V3120/D/14/2222578 

Address:  21 Bagley Close, Kennington 
Proposed:  rear single storey extension and side two storey (as amended by amended plans received 
6 June 2014) 
Appellant’s name: Ms Morys and Mr Carter 
Appeal starting date: 11 August 2014 

The Council agreed not to withdraw any representations already made with regard to this application. 

 
157.14 TO DISCUSS THE AREA BEHIND THE PAVILION AT PLAYFIELD ROAD PLAYING FIELD 

 A meeting  to be arranged to discuss project, starting point for any extension to be the original 

drawings submitted to the planning department back in 2006. Cllrs. Biggs; Cobb; Charlett and Mason 

would like to be involved.  Cllr. Gelder suggested that when increasing floor space; allow area for 

existing green container for Parish Council storage and for future storage space. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Organise a meeting to discuss plans for area behind Pavilion 

 

158.14 TO DISCUSS THE RUBBER BARK FOR THE PLAY AREAS 

 Cllr. Feather and Clerk met with Mick Herring (contractor recommended by Radley Clerk) to discuss 

works necessary for rubber bark to be successfully laid under basket swing, (area of 9m x 5m) 

including costings.  Ground would have to be prepared, being dug out by hand, then type 1 

aggregate would need to be laid then membrane before bark could be spread.  Clerk ascertained 

from RoSPA that 5” was expected depth of rubber bark.  The approximate cost for labour, aggregate 
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and membrane would be £2,000 with a further £2,000 for the rubber bark.  If ground were to be 

prepared for ‘’normal’ bark it would be necessary to dig down even deeper as recommended depth 

for this bark is 300mm.  Bringing the labour cost (including aggregate and membrane) to £4,000 plus 

a large amount of bark. 

 

159.14 TO DISCUSS HEDGE BETWEEN MEMORIAL FIELD AND PLAYING FIELD 

  A number of years ago the Parish Council spent funds on cutting and laying this hedge – it now 

requires maintenance work carried out.  A suggestion was made that Mr Adrian Small could help 

with this.  Cllr. Mansfield will request he contacts the clerk.   

ACTION FOR CLLR. MANSFIELD – Contact Adrian Small asking him to make contact with the Clerk  

 

160.14 TO DISCUSS AREA OF FOREST SIDE FIELD BETWEEN CAR PARK AND PLAY AREA – PUDDLES 

 Cllr. Feather and Clerk met with Mick Herring to discuss works necessary for area inside gate to 

become less waterlogged (area of 151sq3) including costings.   

Best option would be to have concrete Grasscrete.  Next best would be plastic Ecogrid at a cost of 

approximately £1350 plus aggregate, labour and membrane.  Third option would be to put Type 1 

compacted aggregate down. To be dug out to 150mm deep would cost in the region of £4,500.   

 Final option would be to throw down some ash. 

Mr Herring also offered to carry out 1/4ly play area inspections for all three in the village for £78.50 

per visit this includes written reports and to carry out any necessary maintenance.  It was agreed 

that the Councillors are more than happy with the existing arrangement of Cllr. Charlett inspecting 

the play areas on a fortnightly basis with both he and the Play Area warden carrying out any 

necessary actions when required. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Thank Mr Herring for his offer to inspect play areas but that the Council had decided 

again taking his offer up. 

 

161.14 TO DISCUSS RESULTS OF RECENT TRAFFIC SURVEY ALONG UPPER ROAD 

 This was discussed with the findings of some 14% of traffic going faster than 30mph as a little 

surprising.   

162.14 It was agreed that a summary of these results be included in the next edition of the Chronicle and a 

copy of these results be forwarded to the resident who requested the speed survey. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. LANDAU – Include summary in the Chronicle   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward copy of results to resident who requested survey   

 

163.14 TO DISCUSS REMEMBRANCE SERVICE ON 9 NOVEMBER 2014 

 There will be a meeting during late October for the organisations and volunteers with Jo Lees and 

Maria Chaundry organising the event. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting for October.  

 

164.14 TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF THE BUS4US 

 Chairman reported that he had been attempting to unravel the issue of the use of the community 

bus, but with no success.  It would seem that the school decide when community organisations can 

use bus, with the Oxfordshire County Council still refusing to insure the Parish Council for ferrying 
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residents around village in times of road closures.  Chairman will keep trying to resolve issue, with 

the backing of the Parish Council. 

 

165.14 TO AGREE ON APPLYING FOR A GRANT TO PURCHASE A FURTHER 2 DEFIBRILLATORS 

 There are two Vale of White Horse District grants open until 15 September.  Consent has been given 

for one unit to be installed on the outside wall of the laundrette at the beginning of Playfield Road.  

Mr Audit, owner of Kirlena House at the north end of the village was felt to be a good site for the 

third defibrillator to be installed. 

166.14 It was resolved that the Parish Council would apply for a grant to purchase two defibrillators for the 

village.  This was proposed by Cllr. Mason, seconded by Cllr. Gelder and voted unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Mr Audit if he would be happy for a unit to be installed at his premises. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Prepare and submit grant for 2No defibrillators 

 

167.14 TO AGREE NEW FINANCIAL REGULATIONS, AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS AND POLICY ON 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

New financial regulations were reviewed by the Chairman and Cllrs. Baggott and Landau over the 

summer a copy of which was sent to all Councillors.  The Clerk has amended the standing orders to 

reflect these new regulations. 

168.14 It was resolved that the Council would accept both the new financial regulations and the amended 

Standing Orders produced by the Clerk in association with the Councillors.  This was proposed by 

Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Mrs Cllr. Rogers and voted unanimously. 

 

A new social media policy was produced by the Chairman and Cllrs. Baggott and Landau over the 

summer a copy of which was sent to all Councillors.   

169.14 It was resolved that the Council would accept the new social media policy produced by the Clerk in 

association with the Councillors.  This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Mrs Cllr. Rogers 

and voted unanimously. 

 

Finally due to the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 the public can record 

meetings as we discussed earlier in this meeting.  The Clerk has amended the Standing orders to 

copy with this change in legislation a copy of which was sent to all Councillors. 

170.14 It was resolved that the Council would accept the amended Standing Orders produced by the Clerk 

in association with the Councillors.  This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Mrs Cllr. 

Rogers and voted unanimously. 

 

171.14 TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT SOUTH OF SANDFORD LANE 

 District Councillor Patterson felt that to discuss this topic would be a little premature as both himself 

and County Councillor Johnston were to be briefed the following week and so at time of meeting 

could not impart any information.  It was suggested that this topic be on next month’s agenda for 

discussion. 
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172.14 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

173.14 Cllr. Landau – Patients Participation Groups (PPG) –  

 The Health Centre is required to carry out a survey – the question being ‘Would you recommend 

Kennington Health Centre to a member of your family or friends?’   Dave Dixon, existing Practice 

Manager leaves the Health Centre at the end of September.  Finally, NHS funding is to be cut but the 

Centre has decided on not reducing doctors working hours. 

 

174.14  ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

175.14 Cllr. Johnston – request by resident for the Council to write to 137 Kennington Road asking if they 

could cut back their boundary hedge as it is encroaching onto the pavement. 

  

176.14  REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

  The White Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre is increasing its car parking capacity by a further 99 

spaces.  Details of the revised proposals for the Botley Shopping Centre can be found on the 

website. 

 

177.14  REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

 The County Council has problems regarding the new lay out at Hinksey Hill roundabout and 

pedestrians and cyclists needing to get from Hinksey Hill to Oxford.  Also there would seem to be a 

problem with the line markings on the road which leads directly onto the A34.  These are to be re-

jigged.  There is a briefing tomorrow about next year’s budgets – will email the Clerk if necessary. 

 

178.14  ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

 Proposed development south of Kennington  
 
Meeting Closed at 9:55pm 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


