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Cllr. Charlett in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Biggs   Cllr. Feather    Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Landau   Cllr. Mansfield   Cllr. Mason   Cllr. Patterson 
 
In Attendance: Anne Feather (Clerk) 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs. Baggott; Ellis; Jennings and Mrs Rodgers 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
2.1 For Council to consider it’s budget and therefore the precept, NALC advised that all councillors with a 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, which will arise from being a council tax payer, should declare it and obtain a 
dispensation.  All councillors signed to this effect at 2012’s finance meeting.  This dispensation is to run until 
the next council elections. 

 
3. REVISED ESTIMATES FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2014-2015 
3.1 The Clerk presented prepared report giving details of the projected actual income and expenditure.  Each 

line of expenditure was explained. 
 

Reserves at 1 April 2014 
 

£68,768.63 

Add projected income 
 

£89,900 

Less projected expenditure 
 

£89,973 

Estimated General Reserves at 1 April 2014 
 

£68,695.63 

 
3.2 This means that the General Reserves in 2015-2016 should be approximately £ 68,695.63 allowing flexibility 

in planning expenditure for the next financial year. 
 
4. BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2015-2016 
4.1 It had been assumed for draft budget purposes that the precept would be unchanged.  However, due to 

central Government cuts, the council tax base has been decreased, resulting in next year’s precept being 
reduced. 

4.2 The Clerk has assumed a 2% increase in many budgets – details provided within Appendix 2 and 3.  
4.3 The background to the Clerk’s salary and the Play Area Warden’s hourly wage has been provided in Appendix 

4.  It was agreed an increase of 1.3%, in line with October’s Consumer Price Index of 1.3% would be given to 
both the Clerk and Play Area Warden from commencing March 2015.   

4.4 The members of the Parish Council agreed the estimated figures in Appendix 2 produced by the Clerk apart 
from the following: 

 4305 – Kerb/Weed spraying – decrease from £2,750 to £1000 
 4360 – Bollards-verge protection – increase from £153 to £500 
 4414 – Forest Side Car Park – decrease from £500 to £0 
 4415 – Forest Side BMX Track – increase from £1,250 to £2,500 
 4416 – Forest Side entrance to field – increase from £1,000 to £1,500 
 4429 – Playfield Rd Pavilion Project – increase from £2,000 to £3,000 
 4453 – War Memorial Maintenance – increase from £200 to £750 
 4460 – War Memorial Grass Mtce – increase from £540 to £550 
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4.5 It was agreed that the following budget headings be transferred into Ear Marked Reserves, which would 
result in smoothing the annual budgeting.   
4135 Information and Advice  
4145 Professional Fees 
4211 Defibrillators 

4.6 It was agreed that £30,000 of the General Reserves would be Ear Marked as below: 
£20,000 be transferred into an Asset Replacement Ear Marked Reserve 
£10,000 being transferred into a Planned Maintenance Ear Marked Reserve  
£38,695.63 in General Reserves (equating to 6 months of Council’s annual precept). 

 
5. NEW EXPENDITURE FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2015-2016   
 The Playfield Road Pavilion Project 
 Maintenance of the Defibrillators 
 
6. FUTURE SHOPPING LIST 
 a.  Flashing 30mph signs 
 b.  Re-set dry stone wall 
 c. Cleaning the War Memorial 
 d. Rubber bark for the play areas 
 
7. PARISH PRECEPT FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2015-16 
7.1 The provisional council tax base for 2015/16 is £1666.60 for Kennington Parish. (To be confirmed) 
7.2 The following is the formula for calculating the Parish Council’s contribution to the Council Tax: 

PRECEPT    =  COUNCIL TAX BAND D 
COUNCIL TAX BASE 

 
For example using this year’s precept figure (i.e. 2014/15): 
£76078 
£1,657.1    =  £45.91 per annum for a Band D property 

 
 The Clerk put forward 4 Options to the Finance Committee. 
7.3 A proposal was made by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Biggs to accept Option C 
7.4 An amendment was made to this proposal by Cllr. Mason, seconded by Cllr. Feather to accept Option D.  This 

was defeated by 5 votes to 3. 
7.5 The original proposal of Option C was voted on and accepted by all bar one, who abstained. 
 

Option C 
£78847    = £47.31 per annum for a Band D property 
£1666.60 
 
This would result in an additional £1.40 on the Band D property – which equates to just over 2p per week.  
The Council can start from a similar footing as last year and absorb the extra cost of grass cutting with a 
precept of £78847.  (There is to be a 50% reduction in the Oxfordshire County Council’s grass cutting grant).   
 
These are proposed figures as the Vale of White Horse has not confirmed in writing the actual Council Tax 
Base for 2015-16.  Agreement in principal will be sort at December’s full council meeting, and if necessary 
amended at January’s meeting if Council Tax Base is altered. 

 
Meeting Closed – 8:55pm 

 
 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


