
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
8 January 2015 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cllr. Charlett in the chair 

Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Biggs Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder   Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Mason Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Mrs Rodgers 

 

In attendance:  Anne Feather (Clerk) 

298.14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs. Ellis, Jennings,  Landau and Mansfield 

299.14 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

None 

300.14 DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PRECUNIARY INTERESTS 

None 

301.14 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 11 December 2014 as a true record.  

302.14 REPORT OF THE CLERK 

A Resident living at the top of Upper Road concerned about the speed of traffic passing house and 

suggested some type of traffic calming. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward copy of Traffic survey figures to resident showing little speeding 

 

B Report of broken glass at the back of Forest Side Pavilion.  Broken glass is regularly found here, it 

would seem glass bottles are smashed against the back wall. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request Play Area Warden check area and clear up any broken glass 

ACTION FOR CLLR. JOHNSTON – Raise this issue at February’s meeting of the Playing Fields Association 

Committee 

 

C Resident suggested erecting a camera (false or actual) outside the Co-Op with a sign explaining that 

if vehicles are found outside the shop more than once, details will be forwarded to the police.  This is 

outside the Parish Council’s remit. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report back to resident  

 

D Resident contacted Clerk concerned about the increasing dog mess outside his house, his neighbours 

and more generally in the village.  Clerk recommended he reports this to Vale of White Horse District 

Council.  Clerk also gave him some stickers from him and his neighbour. 

  He also reported the state of the Kennington Road to the north end of the village, enquiring whether 

any resurfacing works were planned.  Clerk recommended he report issue to Oxfordshire County 

Highways with the Clerk also to report. 
ACTION FOR CLERK – Report state of road near resident’s address to Oxfordshire County Highways 
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Continuing issues  

E Forwarded Parish Council’s responses to the Local Plan on Monday 15 December 

F Contacted Area Steward regarding getting rid of double yellow lines along Poplar Grove.  Response 

received: ‘The removal of yellow line waiting restrictions involves long and expensive legal 

procedures, advertising, and consultation as well as the cost of the line removal itself. Should 

objections to the proposal be received, there is no guarantee that the work will go ahead. The up-

front cost of the legal procedures etc. is £2500. Should the proposal succeed then the cost of 

physically removing the yellow lines is £3075. This is based on a minimum days hire of a Hydro-

blaster machine, however we would aim to do other lining removal jobs on the same day so that the 

cost can be spread’.  

303.14 After some discussion it was resolved that Council would request a grant from Vale of White Horse 

District Council’s New Homes Bonus 2014-15 North East for a contribution of £1250 towards legal 

costs. Council was made aware that there were still funds in this pot.This was proposed by Cllr. 

Baggott seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Grants team at the Vale of White Horse District Council and submit request 

 

E Contacted Enforcement Team of Vale of White Horse District Council’s Planning Department 

regarding 137 Upper Road, Kennington.  Received response explaining that ‘The sale of the land is 

due to be completed before Christmas... If the sale does not go through by Christmas, or should the 

builders not wish to start building immediately, than I can consider taking further action. However if 

the sale does go through then I do not believe prosecuting the former owner would be successful and 

would not necessarily be in the public interest. Clerk contacted Enforcement Team again after 

Christmas forwarding photographs of the site and whether site had been sold and reminding them 

of their intention of taking further action if this was not the case.  Received no response as yet. 
ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Enforcement Team again if no response received 

 

F Arranged to meet Diane Major from the Probation Service on 9 January 2015 with a view to 

arranging some Community Payback work at both playing fields. 

G Defibrillator has been installed at Playfield Road Laundrette, with Cllr. Charlett informing the South 

Central Ambulance Service. Third defibrillator to be installed outside Kirlena House during January. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Start organising Awareness Training sessions after third defibrillator has been installed 

 

H Contacted Pavilion Project Committee members explaining that agreed questionnaire would appear 

in February’s Kennington Chronicle not January’s as hoped. Arranged further meeting for 11 March.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Prepare words for inclusion in February’s Chronicle, Facebook and on the Website 

asking for residents’ thoughts and ideas with regard to the pavilion at Playfield Road 

 

I Reported the following to Oxfordshire County Highways Department: 

a. Metal pole at St Swithun’s School bus stop, where dog bin used to be - has been removed.  

b. Requested investigation and removal of tree root along the alleyway between Kennington 

Road and Rowles Close to enable wheelchair access – (Ref No 676383) 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase this request up 
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J Ordered two litter bins for Playfield Road playing field car park and for the corner of Bagley Wood 

Road and St Swithun’s Round.  Dave Kingsbury getting back to me regarding moving the litter bin 

from the bus stop (travelling to Abingdon) to outside Best One.   

K Cllr. Feather investigated SSE Electricity bill for the Playfield Road pavilion, forwarding current meter 

reading.  Clerk received credit notes for the last two invoices paid with £771.88 being credited into 

Council’s account.  Cllr. Feather recommended investigating gas usage as building was very hot. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. JOHNSTON– To review when heating is switched on and off throughout the week 

 

L Received email from Steve Kilsby of Sovereign Homes in response to his meeting with Cllr. Mansfield, 

explaining that Cllr. Mansfield had asked for a list of the properties Sovereign owns in Kennington, 

however only Members of an authority responsible for managing properties can receive that 

information.  Mr Kilsby is progressing the other matters identified, but cannot solve the lack of 

dropped kerbs as the County Highways Department do not enforce this.   

Cllr. Mansfield suggested Clerk write to the county highways and sovereign asking them to sort the 

issue surrounding dropped kerbs out, sovereign as landowners and highways as enforcing.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Sovereign Homes and Oxfordshire Highways 

 

M Forwarded agreed precept request of £78,847 to the Vale of White Horse District Council 

N Regular play area inspections carried out by Cllr. Charlett took place throughout the month 

O Regular checks on defibrillators took place during the month by Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk 

P Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk met with Traffic Management Officer, Chris Hulme and Lee Turner from 

Traffic Advice and Design Team of Oxfordshire County Highways regarding parking issues outside St 

Swithun’s School on 8 January.  Officers, Cllr. Charlett and Clerk were outside school for ¾ of hour 

observing the parking issues at afternoon pick up time.  Both Council officers were sympathetic to 

the Parish Council’s concerns however explained that they had both seen other schools with far 

more congestion and hazards.  There would seem no long term solution to this situation. 

Q Saturday office was attended by Cllrs. Gelder and Feather – nothing to report. 

 

304.14 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 

Requests for grants 

None received 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action  

A River Thames Society – Subscription due December of £15.  (Section 137 subscriptions) 

305.14 It was agreed that Council would subscribe for 2015.  
B Proposed polling district for Kennington for May’s elections = Kennington Village Hall.  Any 

observations need to be forwarded by 20 January 2015. 

C Came and Company confirming that the clearance of footpaths by Snow Wardens is covered under 

the insurance as long as Parish Councils inform Came and Company of arrangements including 

preparing a risk assessment together with other recommended actions before any scheme 

commences.  Letter also included a short list of what all Parish Councils should have: 

Risk assessments for all council responsibilities (playgrounds, buildings, open spaces and trees) 

Inspection Regimes; Asset Registers and Policies and Procedures 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to produce risk assessments for all Parish Council tasks, including those of the 

volunteers working at the War Memorial, with the help of Cllr. Charlett 

 
D Renewing the Council’s classified listings in The Phone Book from BT – Clerk has cancelled classified 

listing as this year there was to be a charge of £30.72.  

E Oxford City Council has invited the Parish Council to participate in the Statement of Community 

Involvement (Planning) consultation. 

306.14 It was agreed that it would be beneficial to be involved in this consultation as Oxford City Council’s 

future planning policy could impact directly on the green belt in and around Kennington.  Cllr. 

Feather volunteered to respond to the consultation on behalf of the Parish council. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. FEATHER – To respond to this consultation on behalf of the Parish Council 

 

F Reminder from Emergency Planning officer to visit the Parishes Community Emergency Plan. 

 

Correspondence for Information 

G Oxfordshire County Council – winter posters with a request to display on Parish notice board.  Clerk 

displayed as requested. 

H ORCC – December Update 

I Carers Oxfordshire December Update together with Annual Review  

J TVERC winter Newsletter (forwarded to Councillors) 

K Came and Company – insurers, wishing Council season’s greetings. 

L Thank you from South and Vale Carers Centre for recent grant of £325 

M Healthwatch Oxfordshire December Newsletter (forwarded to Councillors) 

N Barclays – important reminders about Business Banking accounts regarding going overdrawn and the 

Financial Services Compensation Scheme 

O Search results from Thames Water regarding siting of litter bin in grass verge outside Best One shop. 

P Details of Public Talk on dementia on 6 February and Open Weeks regarding various topics from the 

National Institute for Health Research (on Parish Noticeboard) 

Q January 2015 Newsletter from Abingdon and District Twin Towns Society 

R Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust – highlights of 2014 (forwarded to Councillors) 

S Request from Vale of White Horse to check electoral registers to make sure there are no errors in 

readiness for the May elections. 

T January neighbourhood policing update 

U Green Thumb’s Autumn/Winter treatment for the War Memorial will be Thursday 15 January 

335.13  Advertising correspondence – found on table at the back of the room 
 
307.14 FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 December 2014 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £53,619.72 

Earmarked Funds Account £21,604.70 

National Savings Investment Account                              8,076.81 

Sub total 83,801.23 

Less outstanding cheques 381.25 

Total 83,419.98 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             £335.04 
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Income 

 

 

 

 

             

 

Accounts to be paid in January 

Direct Debit paid in December without having received confirmation 

    Power to Act 
 

 
Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

272 Rigby Taylor 
Line paint 

£210.90 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
308.14 Reconciliation reports together with the Trail balance, Bank Reconciliation Statement  and summary 

income and expenditure (against budget) reports were circulated to all councillors. 
309.14 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted unanimously. 

 
310.14 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 6 January were noted. 

 

 

 

   

Vale of White Horse District Council 
NHBNE/3 grant payment 

£1889.00 

Barclays (Earmarked Funds A/C) 
Interest earned for period 8 September – 7 December 

£2.69 

Barclays (Business Premium A/C) 
Interest earned for period 8 September – 7 December 

£9.83 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

265 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Litter picking for November £299.52 
Litter picking for December £349.44 

£648.96 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

266 Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals Charitable Funds 
Grant approved – minute No. 271.14 (11.12.14)  

£50.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

267 D.E. Electrical 
To install defibrillator on external wall of Playfield 
Road laundrette 

£177.60 Public Health Act 
1936 s.234 

268 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for December less tax and NI  

£976.40 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

269 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for January + under payment less tax  

£107.58 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

270 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£180.70 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

271 Village Hall 
Room Hire for January 

£67.50 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

DD Southern Electric Gas 
Playfield Road Pavilion 

£165.14 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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311.14 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

312.14 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Management Committee 

As the Parish Council is custodian of the Village Hall, Cllr. Charlett felt he should explain that the 

Village Hall Committee has been attempting to secure a new lease with the Social Club.  This has 

been proving difficult, with the Village Hall Committee having had to take legal advice.  The Village 

Hall Committee has been in contact with the Planning Department of the Vale of White Horse 

District Council asking what different uses this building could be used for in the future. 

 

313.14  ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

314.14 Cllr. Baggott 

a. Asked when the canopy would be cut back over Bagley Wood Road, from the War Memorial 

up to the Upper Road footpath entrance. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Oxfordshire Highways Department 

 

b. There are some works being carried out at 106 Upper Road, which is resulting in large lorries 

churning up the grass verge outside the property.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Oxfordshire Highways Department 

 

315.14 Cllr. Mrs Rodgers 

a. Reported that the notices regarding the proposed Radley Development meeting in 

November were still on posts around the village. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include something in the next issue of the Kennington Chronicle 

 

b. Reported that the bushes opposite the Co-Op, along Kennington Road are becoming quite a 

hazard for pedestrians.  The responsibility of this vegetation lies with the residents beyond. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to residents reminding them of their responsibilities and requesting the bushes 

are cut back 

 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase the Oxfordshire Highways Department regarding the hedge along The Avenue, 

as ivy is hanging down blocking the footpath. 

 

316.14  REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Due to the New Homes Bonus scheme, The Vale of White Horse District Council is doing rather well in 

government grant receipts with no increase in the council tax proposed by the Conservative Cabinet for 

2015/16. However, their medium term financial plan proposes an annual 2% increase in council tax in 

2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20. 

 

317.14  REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Funds are available for the re-instatement of Bagley Wood Road, which was due to be carried out after the 

completion of the major road works on the ring road – Cllr. Johnston is pushing to get these works started.  

With regard to the budget, the Council tax is to increase by 1.99% which will result in £3.2million more to 

spend.  Cllr. Johnston has £1500 still available in his Big Society Fund.  The railway electrification works are a 

little behind but is still on target to complete in 2016.  
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318.14  ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

None 
 

Meeting Closed at 8:25pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


