
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
12 November 2015 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Ms Aldgate  Cllrs. Baggott Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather 

Cllr. Gelder   Cllr. Jennings Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Landau Cllr. Patterson  Cllr. Robinson 

Cllr. Smith 

    

In Attendance:   One member of the public, District Councillor Blagrove and Anne Feather (Clerk)  

 

194.15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr. Mason 

 

195.15 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

 Two issues were raised: 

1. The Poplar Grove street sign on the Abingdon side, where Poplar Grove meets The Avenue, is 

missing. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request Vale of White Horse District council replace street sign 

 

2. The making good of the road surface outside 20 and 22 Poplar Grove, by Southern Electric after 

recent works, is shoddy, resulting in vehicles driving over this area making noise, most disturbing 

during the night.   

ACTION FOR CLLR. JOHNSTON – To bring this up with the Area Steward (Oxfordshire County Highways) when 

meeting with her next week.  Will request small pot of money for emergencies could be used. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Oxfordshire County Highways  

 Chairman recommended that resident also report to County Highways. 

 

196.15 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

Cllr. Feather declared an interest when Clerk’s pension is discussed. 

 

197.15 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 8 October 2015 as a true record 

after two amendments; Cllr. Jennings was not at last month’s meeting and ‘Council would continue 

to support Kennington4trade at one of their events next year, not ‘in future years’. 

 

198.15 REPORT OF THE CLERK   

A Clerk received email from the Horticultural Society – its members would like to engage more 

residents to think about their front gardens.  The Chairman was contacted, who responded 

explaining that they were always free to request a grant from the Council if they wished to arranged 

a talk on front gardens. 

B At the beginning of October Cllr. Cobb requested to be updated on the debris left in Grundy Crescent 

with regard to repairing the path, having been there for over a year.  Ref: 712559.  Received 

following response:  ‘We regret the situation of the footway in Grundy Crescent. It was closed due to 

safety concerns when the verge was so damaged that repair to the footway was impossible. We are 

currently working on a solution which works with our budgets, to repair the area and make it safe in 

the long term’.  The debris has been cleared up from the corner and is now stacked up on the grass 

on the opposite side of the road.  
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact County Highways again to request works be carried out and road signs etc. 

removed. 

 

C It has been reported that some residents feel that Kennington Parish Council is not interested 

enough in the proposed housing development south of the village.  Chairman reiterated to the 

Council that the Council has objected to the Local Plan and until the Inspector has completed his 

deliberations there is little the Council can do.  When the Inspector’s report is made public the 

Council will decide what its next move will be.   It was suggested that Kennington Parish Council 

formally respond to Radley’s Neighbourhood Plan as regards boundary changes if the development 

south of Kennington is approved.   

199.15 It was agreed that this be put on next month’s agenda for discussion. 

D Wrote to Oxfordshire County Council’s Highways department requesting yellow road signs 

describing the major road scheme of the hamburger roundabout, be taken down as 12 months has 

elapsed since its completion.  Received confirmation that signs will be taken down soon.   

E Tree branch on one of the firs at the BMX track has been broken down.   Cllr. Feather sawed off 

branch so no more damage could be caused. 

F Chairman received concerns from local resident regarding vehicles causing obstruction on 

Kennington Road and abuse from drivers, from a cyclist’s point of view.  Chairman responded 

explaining that the Council was aware of the issue but could only suggest he report this to the police. 

G Chairman and Clerk attended a Code of Conduct Course at Didcot.  As a result of attending this 

session the Chairman would like to amend the Standing Orders and include the issue of anyone who 

is involved in a village organisation be allowed to participate in any discussion as regards grants, but 

not to be free to vote on any proposal made in that connection.  Clerk has contacted Vale of White 

Horse to check where this is feasible. 

200.15 It was agreed that this be put on next month’s agenda for discussion, if Vale of White Horse District 

Council agree it is OK. 

H Mick Hutton reported resident worried about youths frequenting Forest Side playing field during 

Friday and Saturday evenings – Clerk recommended resident contact police on 101 directly and 

inform PCSO Claire Chavagnon and for anyone who has any information to contact Claire. 

I Purchased more dog poo bags to re-stock the shops in the village.  Gave to Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham 

and Feather to prepare and distribute.  Clerk investigated the prices of dog poo bag dispensers, 

finding the cheapest would cost £63.50 plus £24.50 for 800 bags.  

201.15 after some discussion it was agreed that this be put on next month’s agenda for agreement to 

purchase one. 

J Cllrs. Gelder, Landau and Smith attended the recent Oxford Area Flood Partnership Open Forum. 

K Cllr. Feather investigated the island in Sandford Lane, and suggests that no works are necessary to 

either the tree or any necessity to carry out any maintenance around the tree.   

L Clerk wrote Kennington Good Neighbours who organised the Fresher’s Fayre, congratulating them 

on both the idea and the organisation and reported that the Council would be happy to fund this 

event on an annual basis.  Wrote further letter to Kennington Good Neighbours explaining that 

future events could be run under the name of the Parish Council, or Good Neighbours could request 

a grant from the Council each year. 

M Contacted St Johns Ambulance to ask if the 1st Aid Certificate Cllr. Robinson has would cover for the 

Remembrance Day parade.  It has been recommended to contact our insurers to ask.  Telephoned 

Came and Co who stated that as long as the Councillor was happy to help and that he had a current 
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certificate its fine.  Confirmed that Scout and guide leaders were also 1st Aiders as well as the PCSOs 

that were present.  During the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial a resident collapsed, 

PCSO Osborne looked after her; an ambulance was called to attend.  The electrics at the War 

Memorial needed to be altered in time for next month’s Carols around the Tree at a cost of £75.00. 

£14 was raised by teas and coffees in the village hall.  Comment received by WI that they could not 

hear what was being said at the Memorial. Jo Lees and Clerk suggested a meeting be arranged in the 

spring with regard to discussing a few changes in the morning.   

202.15 It was agreed that a meeting be arranged around March 2016  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Clerk to arrange a meeting with Jo Lees in March and report back to Council 

 

N Responded to the Oxfordshire County Council’s traffic Regulation Officer regarding the proposed 

disabled persons parking place in Meadow View Road – Parish Council has no objections or 

comments. 

O Forwarded details of Cllrs. Patterson and Mrs Buckingham to Vale of White Horse District Council 

with regard to the Town and Parish forum taking place in November.  Forwarded details of event to 

Councillors. Will report back at December’s meeting. 

P Chairman contacted Julia Kent with up to date names of those on the Playing Field Association 

Committee and the Parish Council, in readiness for preparing the new Playfield Road playing field 

lease.  Clerk emailed Julia at beginning of November enquiring as to progress of this lease. 

Q Prepared nomination forms for this year’s Chairman’s Community Awards Lunch and forwarded to 

Vale of White Horse District Council Chairman’s office 

R Reported the broken Perspex bus time table holder to Oxford Bus Company 

S Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder together with the Clerk met with James Leonard regarding the proposed 

maintenance work on the boundary hedge between the Memorial field and Playfield Road playing 

field.  Access would be sort on the playing field side of the hedge with the Council asking if the 

Memorial Field Committee would allow the burning of the vegetation to take place its side of the 

hedge.   Work planned to be carried out during January 2016.  Memorial Field Committee believe the 

boundary hedge belongs to them – Conveyance dated December 1952 shows the boundary hedge 

between the fields belongs to the Parish Council, as does the boundary along Links Road.  In 

inspecting the hedge it would seem the purpose built style (installed by Cllrs. Biggs and Gelder in 

2009) is in need of some attention.  Cllr. Gelder reported that it is deaerating but OK at present. This 

would be inspected each 6 months. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To add style onto Asset Inspection list, bring forward each 6 months for inspection. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To arrange with chosen contractor to carry out work in the New Year. 

 
T Wrote to Sovereign Housing Association asking for permission to install a defibrillator outside 74 

Poplar Grove, copying in Steve Kilsby.  Clerk has sent reminder letter. 

U Contacted Nicole from Oxfordshire Playing field Association requesting when the next Playground 

inspection training session was planned.  It is hoped that a session will be organised around March 

next year.   Nicole will come back with dates later in the year. 

Also asked Nicole for advice regarding putting something to help people get onto the high twin fly at 

the outdoor gym in Playfield Road playing field – ‘it would not be a good suggestion to put some 

fixed stools for them to climb up on. There must not be anything in the fall zone and I don't think it 

would pass a play inspection accordingly - someone could bang their shins, or worse, their heads if 
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they fall off. The equipment is intended to be used by older children, who should be able to jump up 

to grab the bar (I completely appreciate that people will always use the equipment in different ways 

and that you can't enforce this). Is it possible to fix the litter bins to stop people from climbing on 

them? I don't think you want people to be able to put anything in the way because as the playground 

manager, the parish council is liable for anything that occurs on the site’. 

V Cllrs. Charlett; Johnston and Mason accompanied Tim Gardiner and Simon Lewington (Playing Field 

Association Committee), together with the Clerk to Steeple Aston to visit its Sport and Recreation 

Centre. Cllr. Charlett, Tim Gardner and the Clerk visited pavilion at Freeland, with a further visit to 

Cholsey arranged for 18 November. 

W Reported the graffiti on the columns under the bypass bridge to Oxfordshire County Council Ref: 

705010 – this has been reported to Biffa’s streets crew manager and will be removed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Biffa again as a reminder 

 

X Usual regular checks carried out on defibrillators, which Clerk contacting producer of cabinet outside 

Kirlena House as suspects it is not water tight.  It would seem the reason the cabinet is not water tight 

is that the cabinet has been twisted when it was fitted. Clerk contacted electrician who installed the 

unit requesting he attempts to re-fit it again.  If cabinet remains twisted, producers explained they can 

re-use most of the cabinet so a totally new box will not be needed to be purchased.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact electrician again as a reminder 

 

Prepared more Defibrillator location notices and distributed them to the Tandem, all Churches, 

Church Hall and Scout Hut.  Forwarded details of defibrillator costs to Cllr. Mrs Buckingham.   

Chairman suggests some branches overhanging the BMX track at Forest Side be cut back – have 

asked BCB for estimate. Sand low in the boxes at The Links with the litter bin by the round closed 

goal damaged. 

Y Contacted Nicola Douglas again (Oxfordshire County Highways)  

1. Asking if any progress had been made with regard to the cycle track near the new 

hamburger roundabout.  She responded explaining that she has marked up the most serious 

area for repair – this has since been carried out.     

2. Grassy footpath outside No. 66 and 56 Poplar Grove (Ref 713463) – she explained that she is 

discussing with colleague not sure if anything will be carried out. 

Z Clerk was actioned to write to the resident of 107 Poplar Grove, regarding the state of the property’s 

boundary into the alleyway abutting the garden – the Clerk has written to Nicola Douglas 

(Oxfordshire County Highways) request it inspects the alleyway making repairs to the cracking 

tarmac and also to instruct Sovereign Housing Association to carry out necessary work to the 

boundary. 

AA Contacted Calber Facilities (contractor - regular litter collecting in the village) requesting a form by 

which the Parish Council can monitor works carried out.  Calber has devised such a form which will 

be in place by 16 November. 

AB Cllrs. Charlett and Feather attended a planning training session – useful session which confirmed 

that the Parish Planning Committee is on ‘the ball’ with its ways of working and procedures 

surrounding planning applications 

AC Wrote to residents whose property boundary abuts the alleyway from Rowles Close to Kennington 

Road requesting they make sure fences do not lean in towards the path and / or vegetation does not 
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encroach into the footpath making it narrower than it already is. It was reported that one resident 

has lowered the height of some of his boundary fence. 

AD Cllrs. Baggott and Charlett along with the Clerk met with Berinsfield Community Business (BCB) to 

discuss 2016 contracts and communication issues.  Prices for next year’s contracts will stay the same 

as compensation for the issues experienced during 2015.  Requested prices for clearing the brambles 

at both playing fields, cutting back some branches at the BMX track and cutting back small trees and 

shrubs under the fir tree hedge at the top of Forest Side playing field.  Still to receive estimate from 

BCB. 

ACTION FOR CHAIRMAN – To email BCB regarding lack of promised estimate 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Get a further to estimates for this work 

 

AE Received further email from resident regarding cutting back overgrowing branches from The 

Paddock.  Chairman is happy to meet the resident and his contractor on site. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact resident with a view to arranging a meeting 

 

AF Contacted Bagley Wood sawmill, who are more than happy to deliver a 12’ Christmas tree on Friday 

4 December in time for the Carols Round the Tree on 6 December. 

AG Cllr. Feather applied for the Tandem to become a Community Asset of the village, with both County 

and District Councils being asked for their opinions.  Both Councillors support this application.  

AH Clerk was actioned to contact Abingdon Fair that every year advertises its presence by plastering 

posters over the telephone box opposite the post office.  When Clerk came to gather information as 

to how to contact circus found poster had been taken down. 

AI Ordered wall mounted litter bin for the front of the pavilion at Forest Side 

AJ Clerk contacted the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association with regard to the post holes still existing 

on the football pitches at both playing fields.  It was recommended that the Council liaise through 

the Kennington Playing fields Association committee to ascertain what the terms and conditions of 

the Sports Pitch Lettings agreement. 

 

203.15 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 

Request for Grant Aid from Citizens Advice Bureau towards the running costs of Oxfordshire South 

and Vale  Citizens Advice Bureau.     

204.15 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau.  This 

was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Landau and agreed unanimously. 

205.15 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £525.00, seconded by Cllr. Mrs 

Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

Remembrance Day – Royal British Legion, annual poppy wreaths  

206.14 It was resolved that Council would purchase two poppy wreaths for this year’s Remembrance Day.  

This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed unanimously. 

207.15 A proposal was made by Cllr Patterson to grant the sum of £1010 but was not seconded. 

208.15 A proposal was made by Cllr. Cobb to grant the sum of £750, seconded by Cllr. Landau.  An 

amended proposal was made by Cllr Charlett and seconded by Cllr Baggott that Council grant a sum 

of £1000 to The Royal British Legion.  A vote was taken and carried by 10 to 2. The amended 

proposal then became the substantive motion which was proposed by Cllr Charlett, seconded by Cllr 

Baggott, and put again to Council and was carried all bar one. 
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Correspondence for discussion/action 

A OFA Public meeting will take place on 19 November, at The Democrats, Osney Island at 7.30pm.  

Cllrs. Gelder and Landau plan to attend this event, reporting back at December’s meeting. 

B Supported Transport – Cabinet has decided to withdraw all bus subsidies and Dial a Ride.  ‘If your 

community feels strongly about this, then we suggest you contact your County Councillor – there 

may be scope to influence the decision before the final February budget is agreed’. 

209.15 It was agreed that although Kennington will not be affected by this withdrawal, many small and 

isolated villages will suffer and that Kennington Parish Council should support these smaller villages 

and object to the Cabinet’s decision. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Formally object to this withdrawal to County Councillor Johnson  

 

C Land Registry sent ‘Notice to a registered proprietor for an application for registration based 

on adverse possession’ in relation to a narrow strip of land of the goats’ field at Small World 

Nursey. Julia Kent explained that Small World Nursery was asking for an area of land that 

has been fenced off as part of the ‘goats’ field’ for a good many years and as such would 

advise against Council disputing this request. 

210.15 It was agreed that Council would not dispute this application. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Notify the Land Registry  

 

Correspondence for information 

D Join the River Thames Alliance 

E Certificate of Data Protection Registration – expires November 2016 – Cllr. Landau asked what 

aspects of data protection was covered under this certificate.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward copy of certificate for Cllr. Landau to check all necessary aspects are covered 

 

F Confirmation from Thames Water with regard to removing the non-return valve from foul sewer to 

Kennington Ditch and works to Littlemore Pumping station, as promised.  Thames Water contacted 

Clerk again to explain they would keep the Parish Council up dated when a start date was known. 

G Invitation for Clerks and Chairmen to attend free Code of Conduct training at Didcot Civic Hall on 10 

November.  Both Clerk and Chairman attended 

H uSwitch community events 

I RBS (Council’s financial package) Fees and charges 2016  

J Received email from Apple Café asking after the future of the Sports and Social Club building – 

explained that Parish Council has no involvement - forwarded enquiry to Village Hall Management 

Committee Chairman. 

K Temporary Road Closure at Bagley Wood Road from 19 October for 4 days to facilitate a new service 

water connection at 35 Bagley Wood Road – Clerk put on Facebook and on website. 

L Request to complete monitoring form by Vale of White Horse Grant team, in respect of grant to help 

purchase two defibrillators – Clerk completed and submitted form 

M Thank you letter from South and Vale Carers for the £350 grant issued to them. 

N Radley forwarded latest newsletter regarding the Local plan to Kennington – copied to all Councillors 

O Resident reporting that work at Littlemore Pumping Station is still in the planning stage. Also that he 

requested the street lights to be cleaned, which has taken place – acknowledged letter 
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P Christmas Tree composting collections (January 2016), requesting appropriate sites for collection – 

Clerk responded requesting the same collection sites as last year i.e. Forest Side and Playfield Road 

playing field car parks. Date of collection will be Friday 15 January 2016 

Q Vale News - November 2015 – forwarded to all Councillors 

R Notification from Green Thumb of War Memorial autumn/winter treatment – requested another 

date. 

S Chairman received letter of thanks from Trevor Cowlett for nominating him for the Awards  

T Confirmation letter that Green Thumb will be carrying out Autumn/Winter treatment at the 

War Memorial on 16 November – forwarded letter to Toby requesting he rake the leaves. 

U Faringdon Neighbourhood Plan Resubmission 

V Temporary Road Closure and “No Waiting” restriction – Radley, Sugworth Lane on 23 November for 

5 days - Clerk put on Facebook and on website 
Advertising correspondence 

Can be found on table at the back of the room 

 

211.15 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 October 2015 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £118,451.38 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,137.39 

Sub total 127,088.77 

Less outstanding cheques 0 

Total 127,088.77 

Charity Land B.S.A.                                                                                             £168.94 

 
Accounts to be paid in November 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

413 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for October less tax and NI          

£1121.02 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

414 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for November less tax                       

£81.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

415 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£251.58 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

416 Village Hall 
Room Hire for November 

£52.20 Section 134 (4)  
LGA 1972 

417 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
November’s allowance  

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

418 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
Grant approved – minute No. 165.15 (8.10.15) 

£200.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

419 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 

Village Litter collection for October 

£374.40 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

420 Mrs A Feather 
Stamps and 100 dog poo bags   £54.20 
Wine and other ingredients for mulled wine  £68.35 

Tea, coffee etc. for Remembrance Day  £12.15 

£134.70 
 

Section 111 
LGA 1972 

Section 137 
LGA 1972 
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Thames Water invoice for £11.82 – for the supply water to the Water Memorial = £6.20 in credit. 
 
Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

424 Maylarch Recycling Limited 
Exchanging wheelie bins in October and November 

£157.44 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

425 Rigby Taylor 
Duraline 12 x 10ltr 

£216.80 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

426 Thames Water 
Water supply to Playfield Road playing field Pavilion 

£101.68 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
212.15 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and 

expenditure (against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all councillors.   
213.15 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Baggott, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted unanimously. 

 

214.15 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

215.15 To note that the Planning Committee meeting scheduled to be held on 27 October was cancelled as 

no applications were received.  

216.15 To note the following planning appeal has been dismissed 

Computer No. P15/V0714/HH  Address: 33 Colley Wood, Kennington 

217.15 To note the following planning application has been granted 

Computer No. P15/V2040/FUL Address: Oxford Southern Bypass Bridge 

218.15 To note the following planning application has been refused 

Computer No. P15/V2075/FUL Address:  16 Bagley Close, Kennington 

      

219.15  MINUTES OF AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 

The Parish Council agreed with the minutes and actions of the Amenities Committee meeting held 

on 14 October 2015.  

 

220.15  OXFORDSHIRE TOGETHER 

 Cllrs. Charlett and Robinson, together with the Clerk attended this event which was held to explain 

what services the County Council would like Parish and Town Councils to take on board, most 

without grants.  Both Councillors suggested that the Parish council continue with the grass cutting as 

in previous years, but not to take on any additional areas of work. 

221.15 A proposal was made by Cllr. Landau not to take on any extra work from the County Council, 

seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

 

222.15  PURCHASE OF RECYCLED BENCH AT PLAYFIELD ROAD PLAYING FIELD 

 The price of a recycled mounded bench, including delivery is £376.95 

422 Euroffice Ltd 
Ink cartridges and paper 

£62.11 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

423 Berinsfield Community Business 
Verges, Playing fields, maintenance and cemetery visits 
in September 

£2093.57 Section 96(5) 
Highways Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

427 The Royal British Legion 
2015 Poppy Appeal  

£1000.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 
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223.15 It was resolved that Council would purchase a mounded recycled plastic bench to replace the 

broken wooden bench.  This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase bench and arrange for installation  

 

224.15  PLAY AREA INSPECTION COURSE 

 The price of attending this course will be in the region of £35 – no date has been set at present but 

will take place during next spring. 

225.15 It was agreed that Council would send Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham; Smith and Robinson on the course 

next spring.  This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously. 

 

226.15  CAROLS AROUND THE TREE 

Cllr. Feather investigated the price of both hiring and purchasing a pie oven, being in the region of 

£400 and £2,300 respectively.  Cllr. Robinson has arranged to borrow a small pie warmer from work, 

with Said Business School offering to have the use of one of their catering sized hostess trolleys.  The 

Council took up both of these offers.    

227.15 It was agreed that this year’s Father Christmas collection around the tree will go to Headway 

ACTION FOR CLLRS. CHARLETT and GELDER – Collect and return hostess trolley from Said Business School 
ACTION FOR CLLR. ROBINSON  – Collect and return pie warmer 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward copy of risk assessment to those involved in event. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. BAGGOTT– Prepare the hot plate for warming the mulled wine and also take along big 

saucepan for the mulled wine. 

ACTION FOR CLERK  – Send Christmas card to Said Business School 

 
228.15  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

 District Cllr. Blagrove explained that before Consultants could be involved with regard to 

Neighbourhood plans the aims and results of the Plan itself need to be decided.  There would need 

to be more detail, with a group created to ascertain what Kennington wants out of a Neighbourhood 

Plan.  Residents of the village need to be involved, as this project needs commitment from the 

village. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. LANDAU  – Include an article in the Kennington Chronicle asking residents if they are 

interested in becoming involved in the production of a Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

229.15  COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN 

Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and Clerk met to review the existing draft Community Emergency plan – it 

needs to be completed, approved by Council and advertised.  It also needs regular reviewing and 

checking that those volunteering are still in a position to help each year.  Forming a Committee of 

both councillors and residents would be both beneficial and more inclusive.  Cllrs. Charlett; Smith 

and Robinson volunteered to join Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and the Clerk to form the committee. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. MRS BUCKINGHAM and CLERK – Include an article in February’s issue of the Kennington 

Chronicle asking residents if they would like to get involved in the village’s Emergency Plan.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a meeting in March  
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230.15  80TH ANNIVERSARY OF KENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL IN 2016 

 Kennington Parish was created in 1936 – It was thought that it would be nice to recognise this in 

some way.   

ACTION FOR CLR. LANDAU – Contact the history society and prepare an article for the Kennington Chronicle 

 

231.15  REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

232.15 Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr. Charlett 

 Reported that there had been a few enquiries regarding the Social Club building, with an asbestos 

survey and energy performance report being carried out.  An electrical survey was also started, 

which found the system totally unsafe.  This has been ripped out with a basic light and socket system 

installed at a cost of £1500. 

 

233.15 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

234.15 Community 1st responders – Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Landau 

 Reported that there are two Community 1st Responders within the village.  Marketing now needs to 

be carried out. 

ACTION FOR CLR. LANDAU and MRS BUCKINGHAM – Carry out appropriate marketing 

 

235.15 Cllr. Johnston 

 Reported that there is a large clump of nettles growing over the sustrans path just after the Tandem 

Bridge towards Sandford Lock. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to the local branch of Sustrans 

 

236.15 Cllr. Feather 

 Reported the overgrown brambles and tree at the beginning of Rowles Close.   

237.16 It was agreed that this should be added onto next season’s maintenance schedule 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include in next year’s maintenance contract 

 

238.15 Cllr. Ms Aldgate 

 Reported crack across Playfield Road next to the parade of shops.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Oxfordshire County Highway’s Department 

ACTION FOR CLLR. MS ALDGATE– Report to Oxfordshire County Highway’s Department 

 

239.15 Cllr. Cobb 

 Reported more graffiti along the underpass/cycle track.    

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Oxfordshire County Highway’s Department 

 

 Reported fireworks being thrown by youths from the Travellers site at Red Bridge – which caused a 

car accident.  Police were called. 

 

240.15 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

•         The Area Steward has agreed to carry out a little grass screeding at Grundy Crescent, using a small pot 

of money at her discretion. 
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•         Similarly it has been agreed that white lines will be repainted at the junction of Bagley Wood Road 

when the road meets the Oxford Road. 

•         The highways budget will not be cut as much as other departments, as this budget is being partially 

protected by extra prudential borrowing.  Interest rates are so low, that the revenue cost is very small. 

 

241.15 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 Cllr. Blagrove 

•             Reported that the Inspector was non-committal in relation to Part one of the Local Plan, but 
has not prevented the move to Part Two, which will give more details to enable  the Inspector to 
make decisions and answer some outstanding queries from part 1.  

•             Devolution – early days as not a mandatory thing, can just walk away.  The Cabinet has made 
assurances that we will only seek more devolution should it be clearly beneficial to the District. 

•             Sunningwell Parish is wanting Chandlings school to be in Sunningwell, which will effect both Radley 
and Kennington.  The Community Governance committee sent the request out for investigation so 
the Parish Council will be contacted as part of the review. 
Cllr. Johnston  

•        Local Plan - the view of Mr Duffield (Planning) is that the Inspector was not happy with regard to 

developments within the green belt.  The duty to bid seeks to relieve the District Councils of, is the 

duty to maintain a five year land supply.  The Head of Planning is worried that the Vale has not met 

the "duty to co-operate" in respect of the un-met needs of the City Council's housing requirements. 

•          Release the District Council 

•          More Corporate Services are being transferred to other councils in an attempt to save more money. 

 

242.15 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

 Formal respond to Radley’s Neighbourhood Plan 

 Amend Standing Orders 

 The purchase of a dog poo bag dispenser 

 

243.15 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE CLERK’S PENSION 

The Chairman to move that the public and the press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.  This 

being to prevent the disclosure to them of confidential information relating to the financial affairs of the Clerk. 

The Clerk, and Cllrs. Blagrove and Feather left the meeting room 

 

244.15 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council agrees to join the Local Government Pension Scheme 

operated locally by Oxfordshire County Council and to financially support with effect from 1 April 

2016 the relevant employer contributions towards a pension for the Parish Clerk, who is currently 

employed by the Council on a 22 hour a week contract (with approval for 16 additional hours each 

month) on a present salary of £13,051.72. This was proposed by Cllr. Baggott, seconded by Cllr. 

Charlett and agreed unanimously. 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:20pm 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


