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Cllr. Colin Charlett, the Chairman of the Parish Council, took the Chair.  
He welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.  

 
In attendance: There were 28 residents and Mrs Anne Feather (Parish Clerk) 
 
Apologies:  Revd. Rosemary Davies  Tim Gardiner  St Swithun’s School 
  Rosemary Aldgate   Beth Ash  Jo Lees 
  Doreen Horseman  Sylvia Vetta 
 
1. Minutes of last Annual Parish Meeting  
The Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 30 April 2014 in the Kennington Village Hall at 
7.30pm, were circulated by the Clerk.  The meeting approved the minutes and they were signed by the 
Chairman as a true record. 
2. Chairman’s Report 
This is my second year as Chairman of the Council and writing this report is no easier than preparing my first 
one last year. I will follow the same format as last year and try to be brief. 
ROADS - The state of roads in the Parish has been of continual concern to the Council. Whilst appreciating the 
financial constraints placed on the County Council, we feel that the excess of traffic on our village roads due to 
flooding, road closures and the work on the ring road should give us some leverage for road maintenance. 
Unfortunately, with the excess traffic using Bagley Wood Road and the wet weather, subsidence occurred and 
a single lane with traffic lights has been in operation for several months. We have been told that repairs 
should be completed during the summer. The good news is that we not only got the South end of the Avenue 
resurfaced in one week, but they also resurfaced the adjacent footpath in three weeks. We have been led to 
believe we may get some more of the main road done in the next financial year. The traffic problems caused at 
school start and finish times are unlikely to improve and despite efforts by the Parish Council we are not any 
closer to finding a solution. Parking outside the Coop by able bodied customers also causes problems and 
parking on the Kennington road causes the occasional hold up. The speed limit at the North end of the village 
has been extended to the North side of the flyover, and we are grateful to Said Business school for their 
financial contribution to this project Delivery lorries to Sandford lane industrial estate is another continuing 
problem as they are unable to get under the bridge and then have to back out onto the main road. 
GRASS CUTTING AND VILLAGE MAINTENANCE - Grass cutting continues to be a topic of discussion. The Parish 
Council got a grant of £4600 from the County for us to do the grass cutting, but rather than cut just five times a 
year as the County would we cut all the communal areas on a fortnightly or three week cycle depending on the 
growth. If we were to cut the whole village it would mean a rise in the parish rate or a reduction in the number 
of cuts. From this year our grant from the County will be reduced by fifty per cent. Tree maintenance this year 
has included the bank at the bottom of Cow Lane and the northern side of Forest Side field. The Parish Council 
inspects all its trees every six months to ensure their safe condition. 
LITTER AND DOG FOULING - Fly tipping at the Pavilion in Playfield Road and the car park at Forest Side 
continues to be an occasional problem. Fortunately there has been the odd prosecution when the culprit 
leaves some ID in the rubbish. Litter around the village is an ongoing problem, especially around the practice 
goal at Playfield Road where the litter bin is never where they want to drop their empty drink cans! Dog 
fouling too is a problem. You only have to walk around the two playing fields to see this. Irresponsible dog 
owners get all dog owners a bad name. Also the two footpaths between Poplar Grove and the Avenue and 
Poplar Grove and Meadow View are so bad that our contractors have refused to clean them as part of the 
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normal maintenance contract as they are a hazard to their staff. Extra costs will be involved because they will 
need special equipment. 
PLAY AREAS - All the play equipment at the three play areas in the village and the BMX track are inspected 
fortnightly by the Parish Council and annually by ROSPA. Some of the shrubs and the brambles were cleared 
away at the Links play area and turf laid. A higher fence was installed on the Links Road boundary to the 
Playing Field to try to stop footballs being deliberately kicked into resident’s gardens, at a not inconsiderable 
expense. All the fields and play areas are well used and we have received comments about how well the 
contractors cut the fields. 
FLOODING - Very little to report on this subject .We have been given very little information about the 
proposals for a flood relief channel until recently and we are hoping to find out more in the near future. 
VILLAGE BOUNDARY - It has been agreed that the Industrial Estate in Sandford Lane and the car park at the 
bottom of the Lane should be included in Kennington Parish but due to a hold up at the District Council this 
has not yet happened. 
PLANNING - Surely one of the most talked about topics for several years is the Vale’s proposal for two 
hundred plus houses on our Southern boundary. Although technically in Radley, this development will impact 
on Kennington probably more than on Radley. The Parish Council made its comments to the proposals and at 
present are awaiting the outcome of the Vale’s housing plan along with all other villages. We continue to have 
a steady trickle of planning applications to comment on and as I said in last year’s report we can only make 
objections on valid planning grounds. We are not the people who make the decision; we just give a local view, 
so if you don’t like the decision, don’t blame us. 
VILLAGE EVENTS - The best kept garden competition was again of a very high standard and I would like to 
thank Peter Biggs who originally suggested the competition and who has overseen it since its beginning. He is 
running it again this year but we are looking for somebody who would take it on in future.  Remembrance Day 
was well attended yet again and it was nice to have one of the Police Community Support Officers who 
organised the parade. You would never have guessed he used to be a drill sergeant in the Army from his quiet 
instruction to the parade!! Carols around the tree was again well attended on a very cold evening. Father 
Christmas collected £150 which was given to the Health Centre’s rocking horse restoration fund. Many thanks 
to our Clerk Anne and her assistant Martin for spending the afternoon making the punch and warming the 
mince pies. 
MISCELLANEOUS - I am very pleased to report that we have spent approximately four thousand pounds on 
something that hopefully will never be used. DEFIBRILLATORS. In less than a year and with financial assistance 
in the form of a grant from the District Council, we now have three defibrillators in the village. They are in 
bright yellow cabinets, and are outside the Laundrette, the Village Hall and Kirlena House at the North end of 
Kennington Road. Our thanks are due to Mr. Audit of Kirlena and the proprietor of the launderette for allowing 
us to tap into their premises for the electric supply. We are hoping to arrange another one or two awareness 
sessions for how to use them but they are fool proof and available 24/7. Our thanks also to Dick Tracy of South 
Central Ambulance for his invaluable help Parish Council elections are to be held on May 7th.Some members 
are not standing again, some are. On your behalf I would like to thank all the members of the Council and 
those who are calling it a day, I hope you enjoy your free time. I would also like to thank our Clerk Anne who 
does her job with tremendous enthusiasm and makes sure that we are kept up to date with all the latest 
regulations, of which there seems to be and endless amount. 
3. Financial Statement for 2014-15 
The Clerk presented the financial statement for 2014-2015. She reported that the total expenditure in 2014-
2015 was £77,941. This was a decrease of just under £3200 on the previous year which was £81,121. Income 
was £88,932 of which £76,078 came from the precept. Other income was from the County Council’s grant for 
the highway verge cutting of £4670, Vale of White Horse District Council’s grant towards the defibrillators of 
£1899 and £1617 contribution from Said Business School towards the extension of the speed limit.  The 
balance came from the decreasing grant from the Vale of White horse over the next 3 years, bank interest and 
other small miscellaneous items. My Symes has carried out the internal audit. The Clerk reported that the 
Parish Precept for 2015-2016 would be set at £78,847 which would cost a Band ’D’ property £47.31 per year. 
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This is an increase of £1.40 on the Band D property which was felt necessary due to the reduction in the 
Oxfordshire County Council’s grass cutting grant.  
4. Matters arising from the reports 
None 
5. Election to the Kennington Memorial Field Committee 
It was proposed by Cllr. Landau that Rev. Tony Johnson, Ray Simpson and Roger Gelder be the village 
representatives on the Memorial Field Committee. This was seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed by all. 
6. Report of the District Councillor – Cllr. Patterson reported as follows: 
This is my 20th year as one of Kennington’s District Councillors on the Vale of White Horse District Council.  As 
ever, it has been a privilege and an honour to represent the people of the Parish of Kennington on the Vale.  
The past year has seen the submission to the Government of the Vale’s Local Plan to 2031.  There will be an 
Examination in Public of the proposals by a Government appointed inspector this summer.  He or she will then 
consider the over 1,000 objections and either approve or amend all elements of the Plan.  The Vale’s financial 
position is sound for two principle reasons.  Firstly, thanks to the Government’s New Homes Bonus grant 
scheme which has seen the Vale receive increasing amounts of Government Grant every year, and secondly, 
to the wisdom ten years ago of SODC and VoWHDC merging their management teams and services.  The first 
of the merged services was the joint waste and recycling contract which has saved both Councils millions, and 
resulted in the South and Vale Councils being first, second or third in the UK’s annual recycling percentages 
table.  Around 70% of waste is recycled in both South and Vale.  The economic wellbeing of the District 
continues to improve, with unemployment in VoWHDC being amongst the lowest in the UK.  The successful 
Harwell and Milton Park Enterprise Zones are creating about 1,000 new jobs every year.  Finally a word on the 
January fire that destroyed the SODC offices at Crowmarsh.  For the last three months, South and Vale officers 
have been working in very difficult circumstances in the Abbey House buildings I Abingdon.  Next month they 
will move into the old Research Machines HQ in Milton Park on a three year lease.  After next week’s election 
SODC will decide whether to rebuild at Crowmarsh, or to sell that land for housing and build a new HQ, 
perhaps in the Didcot area. 
7. Report of County Councillor - Cllr. Bob Johnston reported as follows: 
Life on Oxfordshire Council continues to be interesting – possibly the most important single matter was the 
adopting of the Draft Minerals and Waste Plan, which is essential to prevent unwanted and speculative 
mineral applications.  My most interesting visit during the year was to Ardley Waste site which prides itself of 
making sure none of the waste goes to landfill sites and generates enough electricity for 30,000. It does have 
one issue tho, that of lighting up like a Christmas tree during the winter months due to its very large windows.  
Locally most of The Avenue was resurfaced at last, with Bagley Wood Road still to be repaired.  I understand 
that there have been problems between the Highways Department and the owners, St Johns College, all of 
which have recently been solved.  During the year I received complaints from residents catching the Oxford 
bus at the north end of the village, that buses were full, especially in the mornings, so double decker buses 
have now been put on this route.  Out of the County Councillor’s Big Society Fund £1500 was given to 
Kennington Library to make sure the refurbishment could be completed. 
8. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations 
8.1 1st Kennington Guides – Liz Gaskell reported as follows: 
Our numbers have continued to increase over the past year and we currently have a lively, vibrant unit with 19 
Girls with 4 adult Leaders and 2 Young Leaders. The highlight of the last year was our joint trip to Austria with 
12th Abingdon and 1st Radley Guides spending 7 days in the Lecht Valley in Tyrol region.  We have a separate 
6 page report that is available but our highlights were hiking along the valley to Elmen, crossing the 200ft high 
suspension bridge in Holzgau, tackling the tree top ropes courses in Tannheimer (the home of Ski Sunday), 
watching a Tyrolean evening filled with traditional music and dance.  We visited Neuschwanstein Castle (the 
inspiration for Walt Disney’s castle), went shopping in Fussen, took a cable car to the top of the Zugspitze, 
Germany’s highest peak and visiting a traditional wood carvers.  Our last day was action packed with the 
Alpine coaster and white water rafting.  The coach trip home was very quiet and sleepy!  During our meetings, 
we have been Geocaching, built cargo boats and held a competition to see which could carry the most load 
and fired water powered rockets.  We took part in the Big Brownie Birthday challenge, gained our science 
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bade by creating non-Newtonian fluids, clouds in jam jars and explored science as a career with a visit from an 
Ambulance technician (with Ambulance) and a Research Scientist from the John Radcliffe Hospital.   A group of 
us attended the Big Gig in Wembley which is a pop concert JUST for Girl guides.  Ear plugs were most 
welcome!  We have learnt about Diwali with an evening of activities and completed our Bonfire Challenge 
badge.  In September we held a tea party for the village as we celebrated our Centenary and launched our 
commemorative badge.  We welcomed old Guiding friends, supporters and villagers to enjoy our displays and 
photos and chat with friends over tea and cake.  We also raised funds for the Rocking Horse appeal at the 
Kennington Health Centre.  We were honoured to take part in the Act of Remembrance in November and 
were proud of our Unit.  The year ended with our Minion themed sleepover which also had a visit from 
Freestyle Martial Arts who put us through our paces.  We had a special night time promise ceremony where 9 
Guides made their promise by the light of the village Christmas tree.  This year we completed the Traditions of 
Guiding badge and learnt all about knots, bedding rolls, semaphore and marshmallow cooking.   We had a 
great social evening at the KADS panto’ and were proud of our Guides and Leaders on stage.  As part of the 
Confectioner’s badge, we made meringue, sherbet, learnt to ice, made truffles, worked with melted chocolate 
and made fondant pigs. Our Survival winter camp in February was themed “I’m a Guide, Get me Out of Here.”  
The girls learnt about wild food, shelter building, how to collect water as well as more fun activities such as 
games, zip wire and hiking. The term ended with the Guides completing the Breaking Barriers Go For It (a 
patrol activity pack) where the girls took a journey with Claudine, a teenage girl in Rwanda, to explore the 
barriers that girls face to achieving their full potential.  Finally, we would like to thank the Parish Council for 
granting us permission to use their logo in our Centenary badge (which reflects our strong links to the village) 
and for supporting our Austrian trip. 
8.2 Footpath Warden – Jim Parke reported as follows: 
The Public Rights of Way in the Parish of Kennington were checked earlier this year and found to be in good 
shape. There have been two significant improvements to the paths during the year. The first of these was 
along the Thames National Trail between the weir bridge southwards as far as the bridge over the back 
stream, a distance of approximately 400 metres.  All of the overhanging trees and scrub bushes have been cut 
down and the path considerably widened. These trees were shading the path to the extent that sunlight was 
not able to penetrate down to the path surface. Consequently it had become extremely muddy and slippery to 
footpath users. With the path being widened and unshaded the wind is also able to assist in drying out the 
surface as well as the sunlight.  The second improvement has been to the path that runs along the back of the 
village recreation ground and then down the Memorial field to the bridge that crosses the brook into Radley 
parish. In the Memorial field some very large briar bushes were beginning to grow across the path, almost 
blocking it. The Memorial field’s team of maintenance volunteers cut and cleared away the briars, opening up 
the path.  If the proposed housing development on the land fronting Sandford Lane is implemented it will be 
important to ensure that the existing Public Right of Way which crosses the field diagonally from the main 
road to the corner by the railway bridge is retained. Careful attention will be required when the detailed 
layout of the proposed housing for this site is being drawn up to ensure that the public right of access across 
the new estate is not effected by a narrow alleyway bounded by house fences. Instead it should be 
incorporated by designing a more attractive layout of the internal estate roads and paths. 
8.3 Friends of Kendall Copse – Roger Gelder reported as follows: 
Work at Kendall Copse has continued throughout the year with the friends undertaking essential tasks in 
support of the Oxford City Parks Department, who manage both fields.  Funding cutbacks for Oxford City has 
given rise to reductions in grass cutting but this has been kept to a minimum by allowing large areas beneath 
the high tension electrical cables to revert to grassland although the larger weeds – thistle, nettle and burdock 
pre-dominate. This year, ragwort, long considered a serious weed requiring control, has been re-evaluated, 
based on the incidence of cinnabar moth caterpillars found.  This moth has reduced in numbers by some 90% 
over the past decade; hence finding that ALL early ragwort (some 100 – 200 plants at Kendall Copse) carried 
these caterpillars was good news.  A second flush was caterpillar free and will continue to be removed next 
year, where practicable.  It is intended to allow the early ragwort to thrive in the hope of increasing the 
cinnabar moth numbers.  The two hedgerows, planted in 2010 and 2011, have progressed to the point where 
hedge cutting was necessary for the Eastern Field and recommended for the Western Field.  The first cut was 
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begun in November and carried on throughout December, reducing the height to just 0.5m above the fence 
level, whilst the Western Field hedge, being planted a year later, required only a light trim.  This second hedge 
has not grown as well as the Eastern hedge and has suffered die-back under the large sycamore trees already 
present.  However, the bulk of the planting has succeeded, just not as vigorously as hoped.  The Eastern hedge 
blackthorn carried good crops of sloes for those requiring sloes with their gin.  The myrobalan plum planting in 
the Western hedge provides a spectacular blossom show in early spring and may develop fruit as growth to 
maturity continues.  The snowdrop planting carried out in early 2014 provided a good show in March 2015 
and further collections of ‘bulbs-in-the-green’ were made from behind the pavilion in Playfield Road ground, 
where they have thrived.  Since this area is due to be built on, rescuing these plants was of benefit to the 
Copse.  Further plantings now stretch halfway round the perimeter of the Eastern Field and should present a 
fine show in 2016.  Mid-year 20144, the gate lock to the Western Field was smashed and a stolen van driven 
round the outer footpath in order to rob the contents whilst out of sight from the road.  This failed because 
the van driver could not negotiate this path but damaged several trees in reversing out of the field.  Members 
made good on the damage and the res survived.  Both fields of Kendall Copse continue to thrive despite 
remarks about tree death once the roots penetrated into the under-lying town rubbish, with heights now 
reaching some for metres.  It is hoped to introduce appropriate seeds for more attractive flowing plants to 
enhance the area in the coming years. 
8.4 Kennington Amateur Drama Society (KADS) – Peter Biggs reported as follows: 
In September we put on a Murder Mystery play and all that attended has an excellent evening and we were 
pleased to make over £600 for Headway.  A donation of £300 was made to the Village Hall towards replacing 
the stage curtains.  Socially we had a very pleasant Christmas meal at the Tandem and we ran a quiz night 
which was won by the team who had a 17 year old who knew every flag from the World Cup! Our pantomime 
’Jack and the Beanstalk’ was very well received by all and featured many younger members in leading roles 
which they carried of with great distinction.  However the star of the show was without doubt the ‘Beanstalk’ 
that was over 20 metres long and took many of the members several weeks to sew and paint and the final 
result with UV lighting and music was stunning.  Pushing that close was an eight foot Giant that roared and 
snored with aplomb.  Our chosen charity this year was Apple Café and we were delighted to present them 
with over £1400.  It was good that one village organisation was able to help another village organisation.  
8.5 Kennington Chronicle – Mark Horseman reported as follows: 
The Kennington Chronicle continues to be delivered free to the 1800 homes and business in Kennington, with a 
few copies sent outside the village.  The Bodleian Library recently asked for copies, and now receives one each 
month.  The editorial criterion is NEWS not views and the chronicle is keen to publish items about clubs and 
societies in the village, especially if they have something special to celebrate.  I am always looking for ideas for the 
front cover, so if your club or organisation has an anniversary, or has done something special let us know.  I am 
pleased that one of our recent advertisers has submitted cooking ideas and hope this will continue.  If you have 
ideas for things we could include then please let us know.  Thanks go to John and the 50 deliverers, who pound 
the streets each month, the advertisers and of course, the editor, who has to juggle the articles and adverts to fit. 
8.6 Kennington Connected – Phil Hind reported as follows: 
Kennington Connected has increased its membership to 750 local residents, who find it a useful source of 
information for things such as traffic chaos; advertising local events; appeals for help etc.  One topic that had 
to be closed centred on a local resident having a criminal record – it was felt this was not an appropriate 
forum for such discussion.  A second situation developed, which interestingly enough due to Kennington 
Connected, had both a negative and positive effect – based around the rating of a local restaurant.   
8.7 Kennington Festival Group – Margaret Biggs reported as follows: 
This year we have 31 paid up members who meet regularly every other Monday throughout the year.  
Numbers are falling as our members get older and for various reasons are unable to come again.  We were 
saddened by the death of Jean Lloyd – a founder member in 1981 and supplier of strawberries for our summer 
tea.  We all enjoy the social aspect of the meetings and of course the tea and cakes.  And last year we also 
enjoyed 4 lunches which are subsidized for the members.  Our Volunteer drivers and the Tea lady are invited 
to join us for free as a thank you for the help they give.  We also celebrated Eileen Keeps 100th Birthday in 
January.  Joan Rowlands came and played the piano for us to have a sing song a couple of times and Rebecca 
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Allison and Nia Williams entertained us at our Christmas tea.  We had 4 Bus4Us outings to Aylesbury Burton o 
the Water, Banbury and Winchester Christmas market.  Many thanks to Colin Charlett for taking us.  Our next 
outing is to Hungerford in May.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all local businesses and 
community groups who support the group with raffle prizes and donations which are very much appreciated.  
Finally thank you to the Village Centre Management Committee, especially the secretary, and the Parish 
Council for their continuing support. 
8.8 Kennington4Fairtrade – Robin Mason reported as follows:  
Now in its 7th year, Kennington four Fairtrade (K4F) continues to work towards providing further awareness of 
Fairtrade with generous support from the Parish Council.  In the past year we were present at the village fete; 
organised a sale of Fairtrade Christmas gifts at the Apple Café and of course put on our ubiquitous annual 
event during the Fairtrade Fortnight.  This is a much loved event which attracts villagers of all generations and 
during which we aim to engage all participants in ways which are as much fun and educational as possible.  
Thanks to some generous donations by the Co-op and other companies which support Fairtrade products 
many of our visitors were able to leave the event with a free gift.  This year was marked by a change of 
chairman, with Remi Preghenella, of Bagley Close, taking over from Robin Mason, who had been chairing the 
committee since its inception.  In the coming year, we hope to carry on contributing to the united community 
here in Kennington by putting on more enjoyable events with a social undercurrent. 
8.9 Kennington Good Neighbours – Margaret Biggs reported as follows: 
I would like to thank Barbara Boyne on behalf of all the residents in Kennington who have been helped in so 
many ways over the last 25 years by her as Chairman and for many years before that when she was ‘just a 
Good Neighbour’.  I am really pleased Barbara has stayed on the Committee to organise the transport service 
and thanks to Dilys Cale has stepped in while Barbara is indisposed.  Peter has taken on the responsibility for 
the village list so my role is much lighter than Barbara’s was.  You should all have your village list now but it 
would be good if new people move in to let me know so I can make sure they have one.  A big thank you to all 
those who delivered them.  Last year our 12 volunteer drivers transported 150 people to local hospitals, 
health centre, dentist, hairdressers etc.  This year we also have 13 drivers who help with others to enable one 
person who needs to go to hospital 3 times a week. The committee have all had DRB checks so they may be 
able to offer neighbourly help especially to the elderly, where there is a genuine need but this role has been 
greatly diminished due to the lack of members of the Good Neighbours.  I am not sure what will happen this 
year but it would be good to have a few more volunteers to help share the load.  Thank you to the Parish 
Council for their continued support. 
8.10 Kennington History Society – Roger Gelder reported as follows: 
The Kennington History Society has now been in existence for some twelve years and continues to thrive with 
some 60+ members and a few visitors regularly attending the ten monthly meetings.  The annual trip, in 2014 
was to Hereford in September, where the very early Mappa Mundi (drawn in 1270) was seen, together with 
the equally early ‘Chained’ library books.  Whilst our founding member – George Ross – has now stood down 
as Chairman of the Society and left the Committee, he continues to provide invaluable assistance to the new 
Committee and to our trio of New Rotating Chairman, who ‘spin’ every three months to manage the 
Committee and monthly meetings.  Meetings throughout 2014 and early 12015 have had a distinctly local 
flavour with speakers on Morlands Brewery in Oxford, the coming of the railway to Oxford, local canal 
waterways, the use of the River Thames during World War 2 etc. although we were treated to a detailed view 
of the French Railway post-World War 2 and its recovery from nearly 95% destruction of its infrastructure.  For 
2015, an evening visit is planned to the Bus Museum at Long Hanborough, after this April’s talk on that subject 
and is set provisionally for 20 July (read the Kennington Chronicle for confirmation) and our principal visit will 
be to Winchester, where the Cathedral is the final resting place of Saint Swithun.  This is scheduled for 24 
September.  Information on the Society’s activities can always be read in the Kennington Chronicle, providing 
up to date information on coming talks and visits, for which support we thank the Parish Council. 
8.11 Kennington Horticultural Society – Brian Peedell reported as follows: 
Kennington Horticultural Society (KHS) was formed in 1939 and aims to promote horticulture in the village 
through a number of activities including coach outings, organised talks, presentations and an annual show 
held in September. Our annual programme commenced on 1 April and comprises six presentational 
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talks/social events, three outings, and a plant sale this year on 9 May. In June we are running a six day holiday 
to Ireland visiting various gardens of interest. On 5 September we hold our annual show.  We have a 
membership of just under 300.  A small committee, assisted from time to time by volunteers serves the KHS. 
We also have a number of vice presidents and honorary vice presidents, many of whom donate to the 
Society’s funds.  Apart from VP donations, KHS is fully self-funding and from time to time donates to projects 
in the village. These have included in recent years: Health Centre bulb planting, friends of Kennington Cancer 
and Friends of St Swithun’s School, Bus for Us and St Swithun’s Church driveway and other projects. The 
recently created War Memorial flower beds are being maintained by Society members and the Society has 
donated the initial plants.  Full programme details and other information are published in the Kennington 
Chronicle. We now have our own website at: www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk 
8.12 Kennington Methodist Church – Doreen Biggadike reported as follows: 
Thank you for inviting me once again to this meeting.  We have started the year with alternative styles of 
worship once a month.  In January there was a Bible Study and discussion, February – a reflective and 
prayerful service and March – a café style service incorporating the Annual General Church Meeting.  Our 
Prayer and Bible Study Meetings have continued, which are open to all.  We continue to collect tins of food 
and non-perishable goods or the Food Bank.  These are always well received as there is still the basic need for 
the families who are struggling to put food on the table.  Items are also collected for Oxford Homeless 
Pathways.  Items needed are toothpaste, cereals and household items.  We also collect money during the year 
for Home and World Missions, Action for Children and other charities.  During 2014 a total of £1003.40 was 
collected for Mission Funds in Britain and the World.  This year, we have had a United Service with members 
of St Swithun’s and the Catholics in the week of Christian Unity.  We have also joined together for the 
Women’s World Day of Prayer and the Good Friday Faith Walk again took place through the village.  This past 
year has seen quite a few members with illnesses and we now have an ageing congregation.  The pastoral 
work and the general running of the church has proved challenging at time but we are appreciative of 
Rosemary, our minister, who has steered us through any problems and is very supportive.  
8.13 Kennington Overseas Aid (KOA) – Marilyn Farr reported as follows: 
In the past year KOA has continued with its well-established pattern of fund-raising events, which in 2014 
raised a total of £27,015. £25,015 of this went to the Nasio Trust, an Abingdon-based charity which cares for 
orphans and vulnerable children in day-care centres in Western Kenya. Many of the children are HIV positive 
and need a highly nutritious diet as this increases the efficacy of their anti-retroviral drugs. The money raised 
by KOA will finance the building of facilities for the production of spirulina, a food supplement, which has until 
now had to be bought in by Nasio. Once their own production is up and running they hope to be able to create 
an income stream by selling the surplus. At our recent gala evening guests were able to taste spirulina which 
had been incorporated into the first course of the meal. KOA decided at its 2013 AGM to guarantee some 
further limited funding to two charities with whom we had worked particularly well in recent years, 
Lunch4Learning and the Children’s Radio Foundation, and so the remaining £2000 was divided between them 
equally. KOA’s charity for 2015 is Standing Voice, which works with people with albinism in Tanzania, where 
the condition is much more prevalent than in Europe and is little understood by the general population. The 
money we raise this year will help finance preventive and therapeutic work with this group of the population, 
who suffer particularly from skin cancers. Some Kennington residents were moved profoundly by the recent 
showing in the village of the film In the Shadow of the Sun, which documents the plight and the courage of the 
people we aim to help this year. While working to alleviate problems in other parts of the world, KOA has also 
continued to contribute to the life of Kennington through the major events it has organised in the past year. 
These include various concerts, the Fun Run, the KOA Shop and participation in the Joint Fete. None of these 
would take place without the dedicated work and generosity of the organisers and of our many helpers and 
supporters in the village. It has been particularly gratifying to welcome some new Kenningtonians as KOA 
supporters. Once again in 2014 we were particularly grateful for the large amount of money raised by Trevor 
Cowlett and the Kennington United Church Choirs. We thank all supporters, in whatever capacity, heartily. 
2014 was KOA’s 46th year and many of its current supporters have been active in the organisation for many 
years. The KOA Committee has recognised that it is time to take stock of what we do and how we do it, and to 
consider the direction of the organisation and the way it appeals to younger generations as it approaches its 
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half-century. To that end we have so far organised two events at which we invited local people to contribute 
their ideas on KOA’s possible future. The committee will shortly reflect on these and on the way to take this 
discussion forward, with the hope that KOA will continue to be an effective link between Kennington and the 
wider world. 
8.14 Kennington Village Hall – Peter Biggs reported as follows: 
The Village Hall caters for a wide range of activities and is well used.  Our hope of getting grant aid to refurbish 
the paly area took a knock last year with the cut back in local council funding, but we are hope we can come 
back to it at some future date.  KADS donated £300 towards the cost of replacing the stage curtains and they 
also repainted the stage floor at no cost to the Hal  The safety surface under the play equipment and the 
porous surface under the tree were renewed.  After ongoing problems with youngsters making a nuisance of 
themselves in the entrance hall and causing disruption to users, also minor vandalism, it was decided to install 
CCTV.  This was done and has already been successful in identifying some youths who caused damage in the 
main hall.  The police were informed and are following the matter up.  As the Hall is now over twenty five 
years and things are becoming in need of replacement.  The emergency lighting needed some attention and 
this was carried out.  We are in the process of completing a new ten year lease with the County Council for the 
library premises.  Sadly, after over five years of trying we are still unable to get the Social Club to sign a new 
lease on the premises they occupy.  The mess outside the Club where their members drop their cigarette ends 
is another issue which they seem unwilling to address.  Despite these minor irritations the Hall provides a first 
class facility for the residents of Kennington and the many outside people who use the facilities. 
8.15 Kennington Walkers – Eileen Rodgers reported as follows: 
The Kennington Walkers started 12 years ago as a Health Walk under the auspices of the Heart Foundation 
and the Health service.  Due to red tape we decided to leave this organisation.  We now walk as a purely 
voluntary group with one of the members deciding where to walk.  All walkers realise that they walk at their 
own risk.  Our walks take us anywhere in the village, along the towpath to Sandford and Iffley.  Into the Radley 
Big Wood or St Johns Wood.  Sometimes we will walk to Oxford along the river and finish up with tea or coffee 
before getting the bus home.  We have also taken the bus into Oxford and walked from there.  Our walks are 
be tailored to suit the abilities of the walkers.  If we are going on a longer walk we always include a shorter 
version for those less able.  We meet on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00am next to the village hall car park. 
Over the years we have seen a number of members come and go but we are always ready to welcome new 
walkers.  On a Monday we have between 30 and 40 people walking and on a Thursday an average of 15 to 20.  
The age range is anywhere from under 60 to over 80.  The number of male walkers is gradually increasing but 
we would be pleased to see more of them.  In addition to the walks, on a Monday we finish at The Tandem for 
tea or coffee and on Thursday we end up at the Apple Café.  We also have 2 lunches each year one in the 
summer and a Christmas lunch. 
8.16 Kennington WI Link – Ann Coulter reported as follows: 
As usual members attended group and annual meetings and took part in various community activities.  Rosalie 
Whiteley had a photo in the 2015 calendar.  We again collected pennies for ACWW and donated ot the 
Denman Project.  We made a pennant for OFWI and several members knitted jumpers and bonnets for Fish 
and Chip babies – a photo of which appeared in News and Views.  We held a coffee morning in August for our 
funds and enjoyed a lunch out in October.  We again had a variety of speakers ranging from travel talks, life in 
the police force, gardening, changi quilts, history and collectables.  In December we had a happy meeting with 
Christmas refreshments, followed by fellow member Pamela Mabbutt, patiently teaching us to play the 
handbells – a photo of us was printed in New and Views.  Our president, dressed in her special outfit, gave us 
an interesting account of her visit to the Red Cross Garden Party at Buckingham Palace and a photo of her also 
appeared in News and Views.  Ann also told us about her recent visit to the Houses of Parliament and No. 10 
Downing Street with our M.P.  Our 46th Founders Day in February was celebrated at the Bowyers Arms with a 
meal, followed by tea and birthday cake, made by Margaret Young.  In all another busy and successful year.  
8.17 Kennington Memorial Field Committee – James Leonard reported as follows: 
The Memorial Field continues to be enjoyed, particularly by dog walkers. Routine maintenance such as scrub 
clearance and removing dead wood also continues, being essential to maintain the character and safety of the 
Field. A gate has now been installed allowing access to the strip round the Paddock owned by the Parish Council. 
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8.18 Kennington Rainbows – Pauline Robinson reported as follows: 
The Rainbow Unit continues to thrive, providing activities based on the four themes of Look, Learn, Laugh and 
Love.  Last spring we entered and won the Hobbycraft Easter Bonnet Competition.  Our first meeting after 
Easter was spent celebrating with photographs and ‘Well Done’ badges to award.  Rainbow programmes are 
called ‘Roundabouts’ and in the summer we completed a new set of activities from ‘All about Me’.  We looked 
at ourselves as babies, including the leaders and learnt about our names, measured ourselves, explored how 
we moved and how we interacted with others forming groups and friendships.  We even learned to love a 
potato!  In the autumn we helped to celebrate the Glasgow Commonwealth Games with an all sections 
challenge –‘Read, Stead Glasgow!’  As well as some athletic activities we also had to find out about the 
Commonwealth and the host country, Scotland.  This last section saw us tossing the caber, designing tartans 
and hunting and eating the elusive haggis.  The Rainbows have always been encouraged to take part in village 
life.  We decorated flower pots for the Horticultural Show and joined in the Village Act of Remembrance with 
Rainbows placing the wreath on behalf of the Girl guiding.  In preparation we were visited by Barbara Boyne 
who explained the work of the Royal British Legion.  We also made Poppy headbands and tried ‘army rations’ 
– reconstituted dried meals.  We ended the term with Christmas workshops and a Party.  With an election 
looming Girl guiding has launched an activity pack to encourage girls and women to have their voices heard 
and to understand about government in a democracy.  Heady stuff for five year olds but learning about the 
gunpowder plot and holding a secret ballot to determine the most popular crisp flavour was a start.  Every 
spring we celebrate Pancake Day, Mother’s Day and prepare for Easter. Once again we entered the Hobbycraft 
Easter Bonnet Competition and won.  In the wider Guiding world leaders and girls joined in Thinking Day on 
the Air in Botley – the 25th consecutive year event has being held in Oxfordshire and the Thames District Table 
Top Sale.  We are delighted that Katy Robinson, one of the original Rainbows, is now training to be a Leader in 
the Unit.  Rebecca Velickovic continues as a Young Leader and we are grateful for the help of Jenny Forder of 
Trefoil Guild. 
8.19 St Swithun’s Church – Isabel Baggott reported as follows: 
This year has seen many changes at St Swithun’s. The principle change is that St Swithun’s is now part of a 
United Benefice with Radley and Sunningwell. The three churches will remain separate entities but will work 
together more closely. The benefice will be staffed by one full time and one part time priest. Pam McKellen is 
our full time priest and we are interviewing for the part time person in May. The successful applicant will live 
in the Kennington Vicarage but will have responsibilities across the benefice. One of the ways in which we are 
working together is Open the Book. Members of the three churches act out bible stories for the schools in 
Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell, at their assemblies on alternate weeks. Messy Church, on the third 
Sunday of the month, has become an established part of our worship. It is an enjoyable combination of chat 
over breakfast, activities for children drawn together with worship at the end. Anyone is welcome to drop in 
for a coffee and croissant and have a look to see what is happening. On a practical level the Church Council is 
considering plans to install a small kitchenette in the church and to replace the inner wooden doors with glass 
doors. This can be done by using some of the legacy left to us by Bill Hunwick.  We have had a lot of work done 
on the church hall to solve the damp problems. This work seems to have been effective. New front doors have 
been installed and we are hoping to go ahead with guttering, redecorating and providing inner glass doors, 
these will improve safety when the main doors are open.  We collect regularly for the Homeless Pathways 
project and the Abingdon Food bank. As the church is open during the day we would be grateful for any 
contributions which could be left at the back of church.  In the grounds we have had major work done on the 
trees including the limes. The Flower Pot Gang has continued to make improvements to the church grounds 
which everyone is welcome to enjoy. 
8.20 The Friends of Kennington Library (FOKL) – Marilyn Farr reported as follows: 
FOKL is now a charity and the three trustees have had a challenging year overseeing the transition from local 
government funded library to a community library. The County Council only pay 50% of the previous staffing 
costs. The Friends have adapted by fundraising to supplement the hours they pay for the library manager so 
that she is in charge at all opening hours. To achieve that, we are committed to raising £3,500 per annum. We 
have had to replace the hours of the assistant librarian by recruiting 15 volunteers to cover 7.5 hours per 
week.  Before signing the contract with the county we were adamant that they had to help us refit the library. 
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Our strong opinion was that it would be hard to retain the volunteers in the library in its previous state. 
Nothing had been done for 25 years and Kennington lost out when there was money to refit most of the 
County libraries.  Our honorary president Korky Paul officially opened the refitted library on March 7 with the 
help of the first ever French Winnie the Witch. (We had a waiting list of families who want to attend).   We 
have put a plaque on the library door thanking those who helped us raise the money. The Friends had to pay 
for the carpet and the counter etc. but the County provided the new storage and all the labour and design 
expertise. Councillor Bob Johnson gave us £1,500 from his Big Society Fund, Radley College gave us £1,000 and 
Small World Nursery £1000. Fundraising and smaller donations helped us meet our target of £6,000.  All the 
volunteers and library users love the new look library.  In the past the role of FOKL was the enhancement 
activities. We fund and help with all the children’s events and author talks. We regarded the work with 
children to be our most important role. Children who read for pleasure not only have a hobby that can 
enhance all their life but at age 14, they are usually 3 years ahead academically of children who only read 
when they have to. For that reason we would like to thank the Parish Council for their grant of £1000 which 
enables us to maintain those events. Our next big fund raising event is in November when Ray Foulk the 
founder of the Isle of Wight festivals will launch part 2 of his festival memoir. Part one Stealing Dylan from 
Woodstock will be launched at Blackwell in June. We’ll be starting a list of those who want tickets for the 
Jimmy Hendrix Gala Night v soon.     
8.21 Trefoil Guild – Margaret Pattison reported as follows: 
Several of our members have had serious illnesses during the year and we are sad to report the deaths of Jean 
Lloyd and Joan English who had been very active in the Trefoil Guild over many years.  We have had many 
interesting and amusing speakers including Hilary Beale talking about the Abingdon Food Bank, Eileen Hawkes 
displaying the Oxfordshire guiding Archives, Brian Cross telling us tales from WW1, Janet Pottle told the 
history of Pharmacy and Gillian Kane talked of her time with the Royal Family.  The District sale enabled us to 
give money to the new Peachcroft Brownies and we all earned a badge taking part in a variety of Icelandic 
challenges.  We have enjoyed games evenings ending with our favourite campfire songs, Christmas Lunch 
together and our coach trip in May and Bus trip in August were a great success yet again.  We continue to hear 
from Aspley Trefoil Guild in Queensland, Australia.  We have joined in many guiding evens in the County and 
several members supported Liz Gaskell with communication and craft activities at the 25th Thinking Day on the 
Air weekend held in Botley.  Our congratulations to Liz on this record breaking achievement.  Our members 
are very faithful to the Guild and are an extremely friendly and caring group who welcome new members.  We 
meet in the Methodist Church Hall on the third Tuesday of each month, except August. 
 
Written Reports were received from the following organisations. It was decided that these would not be read 
out but were available for any parishioner to read them.  
Kennington Baby and Toddler Group   Kennington Strollers 
Kennington Playing Field Association Committee  
 
9. Suggestions/Comments from Parishioners 
None 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Colin Charlett thanked all the Councillors who had decided not to stand 
again for their services to the council over the last years and wish they all well and that they enjoy their free 
time.  Colin thanked Peter Biggs, who along with himself have served on the Council since the 1970s, it is going 
to be strange not to see Peter there.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8:55 pm        
 
 
Signed ..........................................................................   Date ............................... 


