
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
14 April 2016 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Ms Aldgate  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather  Cllr. Gelder  

Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Landau  Cllr.  Mason Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Smith 

    

In Attendance:   Three members of the public PCSO Claire Chavagnon and Anne Feather (Clerk)  

 

The Chairman congratulated PCSO on her recent award given to her by the Chief Constable.  This was echoed 

by the whole Council. 

 

391.15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr. Baggott; Cllr. Jennings; Cllr. Robinson and District Cllr. Blagrove 

 

392.15 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Members of public present were interested in the proposed housing development south of Kennington.   

 

393.15 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

None  

 

394.15 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 10 March 2016 as a true record. 

 

395.15 REPORT OF PCSO CLAIRE CHAVAGNON 

 There has been one official offence of criminal damage in Poplar Grove, with anti-social behaviour 

taking place at the playing fields.  Claire and colleagues are patrolling the Village Hall as human 

excrement has been found in the Village Hall play area and in the alley of the houses between the 

chemist and the co-op.  The Crime Prevention Officer met with Peter Biggs to advise as regards what 

to do about youngsters causing nuisance and mess in and around the Village Centre.    

 

396.15 REPORT OF THE CLERK   

New issues  

A More posters have been stuck up on the last four bus shelters in Kennington (Sandford Lane end) as 

well as obscenities sprayed in red aerosol on the stone wall in Playfield Road playing field. (night of 

11 March).  With more posters again plastered on bus shelters at Manor Grove and Sandford Lane (4 

days after last occasion) both reported to police. Contacted Came & Company (Council’s insurers) 

Council can claim (£250 excess) replacement panels.  This issue has been brought up on Kennington 

Connected, article in Oxford Mail and local window cleaners asked – they have nothing to get glue 

off.  Company gave some advice, after seeing article in Oxford Mail regarding the bus shelters.    

There would seem to be an additional poster on the Upper Road bus stop going towards Oxford.  

Crime report No. 43160089036. Received 2 emails regarding the posters, one local resident has 

contacted the originators of the posters (as has Cllr. Charlett) copying in the Parish council and a 

further email from person (no address so not sure if resident or not) addressed to both Kennington 

and Radley Parish clerks asking if both councils could make a formal complaint to leave.eu formally. 

Jane at Radley has responded to him. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Get quotes for replacing the bus shelter panels  
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B Chairman reported the following incident to PC Carl Bryant ‘During the night of 18 March there 

seemed to have been a drinking party in the play area at Playfield Road and the following morning 

we found broken glass where they had thrown bottles against the pavilion and also smashed them all 

over the multi play item. Fortunately we managed to clear the glass before young kids went into the 

area; otherwise there would have been some severe injuries. (URN 396190316). There is a lot of 

concern in the village about the problems we are having’.  Chairman received visits by the police – 

unfortunately the Co-op CCTV was not helpful.  Chairman spent over an hour clearing up the broken 

glass in the play area on the morning after the incident. 

C ‘No Parking’ sign opposite 68 Poplar Grove has been driven into resulting in post being forced out of 

the ground.  Reported to Oxfordshire County Highways Department.  Lee Turner is going to inspect 

with a view to ordering the necessary maintenance.  Clerk contacted Lee again asking for progress. 

D Email received from local resident regarding the entrance to the cemetery in Sandford Lane where 

lorries are turning and churning up the grass verge, asking if anything could be done about it as 

people visiting the cemetery get out of their cars into the mud and also there are large trees in the 

cemetery that are getting too high with branches coming in residents garden.  Clerk responded to 

resident explaining that the condition of the entrance to the cemetery will be reported to the 

Councillors and suggested contacting Isabel Baggott, the church warden, in regard to the trees. 

397.15 It was decided that Council would investigate installing oak posts along the entrance to the 

cemetery.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate prices for oak posts and quotes for installation.  

 

398.15 It was agreed that Council would attempt to trace the company whose lorry reversed onto the grass 

damaging the verge and claim some reimbursement. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact residents in the hope they may have details.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the company of the lorry who reversed onto the grass.  

E Rachel Sanderson from Oxford Preservation Trust contacted Clerk reporting complaints about motor 

bikes driving on the Kennington water meadows.  She has reported to this to the police and asked if 

any complaints are received that she be informed.   

F Received procedures for invoicing Oxfordshire County Council for 2016/17 grass cutting grant 

G Radley Parish Council has requested a meeting with Kennington Parish Council to discuss the 

implications of the proposed South Kennington development. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting with Radley Parish Council 

 

H Found out via Play Area Warden that on Saturday 2 April the Football club was welcomed by broken 

glass bottles that had been smashed against the front wall of Forest Side pavilion.  The Club cleared 

all broken glass before the young footballers arrived on field. Clerk informed PCSO Claire Chavagnon 

Continuing issues 

I Further resident reported the three full green wheelie bins outside the Co-op, which have been 

there for some time.  Contacted Vale of White Horse District Council Waste team who are going to 

investigate it.  Green bins are no longer outside the shop.  If the bins return the Council has been 

asked to report immediately to the Waste Team. 

J Received copy of D E Electricals’ Public Liability Insurance Certificate.  New defibrillator installed 

outside 16 Meadow View Road and the replacement cabinet installed outside Kirlena. Clerk checked 
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defibrillator and cabinet outside Kirlena to find that condensation is beginning to form again at the 

top.  Clerk rang the producers who are to visit next week.  Clerk also asked if the defibrillator 

cabinets at Playfield Road and outside the Village Hall could be inspected as the black text is 

beginning to run.  Clerk has informed South Central Ambulance of the locations of all four units 

including serial numbers as requested.  

K Cllr Baggott and Clerk reviewed and updated the Financial Asset Register for 2015/16 

L Updated the Parish’s complete Asset Register 

M Booked Cllr. Smith onto the Playground Inspection training in May – will remind him nearer the time 

N Prepared for Annual Parish meeting 

O Forwarded Cllr. Charlett’s amendment form with regard to members interests to the Democratic 

Services support office at Vale of White Horse District Council 

P Meeting of the Emergency Plan group of Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham; Charlett; Robinson and Smith together 

with the Clerk.  Draft plan worked through with Clerk and Cllr. Mrs Buckingham pulling together 

ideas/suggestions of meeting.  Clerk forwarded details to Oxfordshire Emergency Planning team’s 

2016 survey.  It was agreed that information within the Utility Failure leaflets from Oxfordshire County 

Council would be part of May’s edition of the Chronicle.  Clerk to distribute copies at Health Centre; 

Village Hall; St Swithun’s Church; Methodist Church; Edith Court; Apple Café; dentist; primary school; 

Small World; Nursery; Women’s Institute and Methodist coffee mornings. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Distribute Utility Failure leaflets  

 

Q Owners of the triangle of land at Rowles Close reported that work is planned to be carried out mid-

April. Cllr. Mason concerned if the tree on this patch of land was felled. 

R Bark delivered moved and levelled at both play areas.  Due to complications the pallet of bark was 

cancelled but the 40m3 delivered was sufficient.  Sand delivered as arranged.  Thanks to Mick 

Hutton for filling the sand boxes.  Nailed found sticking out of rotten wood on the corner of the 

middle sand play box at The Links.  Chairman removed nails.  The rotten wood will need replacing. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate prices for replacement wood   

 

S Wrote to Jane Lane of Savills with reasons why Council is requesting long lease of Forest Side playing 

field. 

T Chairman and Clerk met with Sophie Grubb from Oxford Mail – Kennington is in Sophie’s patch and 

wanted to introduce herself to the Council. Several articles about the village have since been 

published in the Oxford Mail. 

U Wrote to Helen Atkinson – Head teacher of St Swithun’s Primary School regarding the issue of young 

children playing on the War Memorial, requesting a response.  St Swithun’s School apologised for 

not having responded to original letter – As soon as it was received it was spoken about at assembly 

and the importance of respect was reinforced. 

V Union Jack handed to Cllr. Patterson to replace existing ‘tatty’ one at the War memorial.  Cllr. 

Patterson very kindly volunteered to keep an eye on the condition of the flag, returning it to the 

Clerk for repair when it becomes frayed.  Flag pole very dirty.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Toby if he could clean as much as he can   

 

W D T Leisure have scheduled the refurbishment of the BMX track for beginning of May when ground 

conditions are firm to enable them to get their vehicles across the field. 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14 April 2016  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 111 
 

X Booked Cllrs. Charlett; Cobb; Gelder and Mason together with Linda Mason onto the Ardley Energy 

Recovery Facility tour on 12 April.  This tour is now fully booked so an extra tour on 7 June 2016 at 

10am – 12pm has been arranged.  If anyone wants to go please let the Clerk know.  Clerk put 

information on noticeboard of Village Hall and on the website and Facebook.   

Y Cllrs. Charlett and Cobb met with the Clerk to go through the newly created quarterly internal audit 

checklist.  Copy of checklist together with actions handed to all Councillors.   

399.15 It was agreed that each quarter a different Councillor go through the check list with a Councillor 

who carried out the previous check.   Cllr. Mrs Buckingham has volunteered to carry out next 

quarter’s checks with Cllr. Charlett. 

400.15 It was agreed that the Council’s VAT be claimed each quarter instead of the current annual reclaim. 

This was proposed by Cllr.Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Claim every quarter for VAT refund  

 

Z Toby gave the War Memorial grass its first cut of the season just before Easter 

AA Visited Wyevale asking if they would very kindly, again this year, donate the compost and water 

pellets, which they agreed. The procedure has changed this year with Wyevale producing gift cards.   

Clerk arranging paper work and for volunteers to choose and collect plants.  As gift cards had not 

arrived Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder purchased the compost – cards can be used by volunteer for plants.  

AB Contacted Dick Tracey and Ian Jones regarding the arranging of defibrillator awareness training.  

Dates arranged are both on Saturday morning from 10:00am to 12:00pm on 14 May and 18 June.  

There are 14 residents booked onto the first course (max 20). Confirmed date with all attendees. 

Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Landau plan to organise the advertising for the second course.  There are 

6 spaces on 14 May and 17 spaces for the June session.  Clerk will put dates on the website, 

Facebook, in May’s edition of the Chronicle and on the noticeboard in the Village Hall. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To put details on the Website, Facebook and in the Chronicle 

ACTION FOR CLLRS MRS BUCKINGHAM AND LANDAU – More advertising for the second session.  

 

Clerk informed Came & Company (Council’s insurers) of the fourth public defibrillator in the village 

and for this to be covered together with the cabinet.  Came and Company confirmed that the fourth 

unit is now covered within the schedule.  

AC Monies still in the Council’s account for a shrub to be planted in memory of the late Mr T Taylor.   

401.15 It was agreed that Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham; Charlett and Johnston would investigate an appropriately 

named rose bushes for the War Memorial. 

ACTION FOR CLLRS MRS BUCKINHAM; CHARLETT & JOHNSTON  – Investigate rose bushes  

 

AD Completed the Annual return and taken accounts etc. to Roger Symes, (Council’s internal auditor) 

for annual internal auditing. 

AE Jo Lees – Kennington Guides informed Council that they are planning to become involved in 

sampling the water quality as per the Freshwater Habitats Trust request earlier in the year, which 

the Clerk forwarded to Jo in case they were interested.  

AF Next Oxford Area Flood Partnership Meeting (OAFP) to take place 28 April at Oxford Town Hall – 

Cllrs. Gelder and Landau plan to attend. 

AG Chairman carried out usual play area inspections with nothing to report. 
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AH Contacted Oxford City Parks Department again with regard to the round closed goal surface at 

Playfield Road playing field – Clerk is to meet someone on site 

AI Berinsfield Community Business has started cutting the grass in the village, thanks to those 

councillors who have checked their areas and reported back to the Clerk – it is important that the 

monitoring is kept up so that feedback can be given to the contractors. 

402.15 After discussion it was agreed that Council would no longer maintain the grass on the corner of 

Rowles Close, outside 137 Upper Road, as since the completion of this development a management 

company now has taken on ground maintenance including this area of grass. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Berinsfield Community Business of this change in the schedule 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to residents of 137 Upper Road explaining that the Council will not be cutting 

this area of grass in the future.  

 

403 .15 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 

No grant requests received  

Correspondence for discussion/action 

A Community First Oxfordshire, formerly Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, asking if the Parish 

Council would like to become a member at a cost of £70.   

404.15 It was agreed that Council would renew its membership to Community First Oxfordshire for 2016.  

This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Landau and agreed unanimously. 

B Oxfordshire County Council Emergency Planning Unit offering SSE Resilient Communities fund grants.   

405.15 After discussion it was agreed that Council would benefit from a shed to store the village’s supply of 

salt and also road signs.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate prices of sheds big enough to store a wooden pallet (the salt is delivered on 

a pallet) and quotes for installation and erection of the shed 

 

C Oxfordshire County Council formally consulting Parish Council about proposed new disabled bay as a 

result of applications from Blue Badge holders resident in these areas.  One proposal affects 

Kennington – in Meadow View Road. Any comments to be forwarded by 22 April 2016. 

406.15 It was agreed that Council has no objections to proposed new disabled bay in Meadow View Road. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Oxfordshire County Council of Parish Council’s comment 

 

D Letter from a resident relating to the state of Kennington Road and suggesting that Council meet 

with Highways about the priority plan agreed a few years ago – ‘Council should keep on to them until 

they get the road done’  

407.15 It was agreed that Council would write to Oxfordshire Highways regarding the state of the main road 

through the village.  Oxfordshire County Council has increased its budget for pot hole repair and Cllr. 

Johnston has requested work be carried out on the many holes in Kennington.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to The Area Steward regarding the condition of Kennington Road and the 

remainder of The Avenue 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to resident’s letter 

 

E Active Places Data Platform- Take Ownership Request – Sport England has a new sport facility 

database named ‘Active Places’.  The Council has been invited to register and use the system, 

carrying out an audit of sites allocated to the Council. 
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408.15 It was agreed that Council would register and carry out audit on sites allocated.  Suggested both 

playing fields. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Register and carry out audit 

  

Correspondence for information 

F Public Service reorganisation for Oxfordshire (forwarded to all Councillors) 

G Ardley ERF tour - 12 April – forwarded to all Councillors asking to contact Clerk if they were 

interested in attending  

H Zurich Insurance – offering insurance quote for Council 

I Letter of thanks from ENRYCH for recent grant of £50 

J News from Healthwatch Oxfordshire, December 2015 

K South Oxfordshire District Council – Call for Sites 

L Audit papers for 2015/16 from BDO received 

M Green Thumb informing Council of Spring Treatment for War Memorial – 11 April 2016 – forwarded 

to Toby for his information. 

N Changes to BT Business products and services – increase in price of 6% on all products 

O Council Matters Spring 2016 - Came & Company Parish Council Insurance Brokers 

P Emergency Plan templates and information – forwarded to Cllrs. Baggott; Mrs Buckingham; Charlett; 

Robinson and Smith  

Q River Thames Society – Annual General Meeting – 23 April 2016 

R The Royal Legion – Your history guide to the Battle of Jutland 

S OALC March Update for member councils – forwarded to all Councillors 

T Community Emergency plans and funding assistance – Oxfordshire County Council – forwarded to 

Councillors working on the village’s Emergency Plan  

U OALC - New financial briefings including a new Governance & Accountability for Smaller Authorities 

in England – a Practitioners Guide to Proper Practices 2016 

V CPRE Oxfordshire – Chalgrove visit – Saturday 7 May 2016 – forwarded to all Councillors 

W Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme update April 2016 

X Oxfordshire County Council’s 2016/17 Grass cutting grant –same as last year.  Financial services are 

now provided by Hampshire County Council and the procedure for paying each Parish is as follows: 

A purchase order will be sent by email to Parish Council 

On receipt of the purchase order each Council will be required to submit an invoice 

Payments will be made by bank transfer 

Y Oxfordshire County Council – Public Service Reorganisation for Oxfordshire – forwarded to all Councillors 

Z Oxfordshire Sport and Physical Activity Offer to You – Oxford City Council 

AA Oxfordshire Pension Fund – Local Authority Conference 16 – 18 May 2016 

AB Received copy email from resident living at north end of Kennington Road sent to Auditcare 

regarding car parked out on the road when car park is always empty.  

AC On 18 May, Dr Murray, Consultant Older Adult Psychiatrist and Associate Medical Director for Older 

People's Services, Oxford Health NHS Trust, will look at how to manage behavioural and psychiatric 

symptoms of dementia to prevent early institutional care. Flyer on noticeboard 

AD Neighbourhood policing – April update – copies forwarded to all Councillors 

AE Vale of White Horse District Council - If Parish Council is holding a community event to celebrate the 

Queen’s 90th birthday in the District, the District Council would like to support it by way of a grant. 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14 April 2016  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 114 
 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward details to School; Small World; Nursery; Brownies; Guides; Scouts,; Cubs; 

Beavers and Rainbows 

 

Advertising correspondence - can be found on table at the back of the room 

 

409.15 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 March 2016 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £84,507.32 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,137.39 

Sub total £93,144.71 

Less outstanding cheques £572.00 

Total £92,572.71 

Accounts paid in between meetings 

 
Accounts to be paid in April 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

499 CPA Horticulture 
40m3 of pine play bark  

£2006.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

500  Gravelmaster Ltd 
Sand for The Links play area 

£258.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

501 M.K. Watts Ground Maintenance Ltd 
Levelling of bark at play areas 

£540.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

498  Beauchamp and Butler Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
Replace and install new boiler at Playfield Rd pavilion 

£1992.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

502 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for March less tax and NI          

£1119.82 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

503 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for April less tax                       

£88.95 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

504 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£254.58 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

505 Village Hall 
Room Hire for April 

£88.00 Section 134 (4)  
LGA 1972 

506 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
April’s allowance  

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

507 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) 
2016 annual subscription 

£36.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

508 Oxford Green Belt Network (OGBN) 

2016 annual subscription 

£15.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

509 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 

Village Litter collection for March 2016 

£299.52 Section 111 
LGA 1972 
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410.15 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and 

expenditure (against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all councillors.   
411.15 The accounts for payment and financial reports were proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. 

Landau and voted unanimously. 

412.15 It was agreed that the List of 2016/17 Direct Debits payments be continued.  This was proposed by Cllr. 

Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Mason and voted unanimously.  

 

413.15 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 29 March 2016 was noted.   

 

414.15 PRESENTATION ON CURRENT PLANNING POWERS 

To decide on requesting Mr Brett Leahy from Vale of White Horse District planning Department to 

give a presentation on current planning powers etc.  Cllr. Johnston reported that Mr Leahy is leaving 

the Council.   

415.15 It was agreed that Council invite a Planning Officer from the Vale of White Horse District Council to 

talk at a full Council meeting, giving Councillors an understanding of the current planning powers. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Organise visit 

 

416.15  TO DISCUSS THE VILLAGE WEBSITE 

 Cllr. Landau asked Councillors if any would volunteer to take over from Simon Birkett and manage the 

website.  As no one volunteered Cllr. Launda will advertise in the village for someone to take this over.   

 Cllr. Landau reported that it costs £61 to keep the name of the website every two years. 

 Cllr. Launda reported that the ‘hosting’ for the Website is going to expire in July.  The cost has 

increased from £23 to £60 for two years.   Cllr. Landau volunteered to host the website (go daddy), 

as he has a server where he voluntarily hosts other village organisations’ websites. 

510 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) 
2016 annual subscription 

£753.98 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

511 Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 
Playground Inspection Training for Cllr Smith 

£40.00 Section 175 
LGA 1972 

512 D&N Building Contractors 
Repairs to Bus Shelter by St Swithun’s Church 

£35.00 Section 4 
LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1953 

513 D E Electrical 
Installing defibrillator at Meadow View Road 

£300.00 Section 234 
Public Health Act 

1936 

514 Mr C Charlett 
Purchase of compost for the flower tubs in the village 

£60.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

515 Greenthumb 
Spring grass treatment for the War Memorial 

£57.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

516 Maylarch Recycling Limited 

Exchanging wheelie bins in April 

£78.72 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

517 Maxwell Amenity Ltd 

Fertilizer for the cricket square 

£112.98 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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417.15 It was agreed that Council would take Cllr. Landau up on his kind offer to host the village Website.  This 

was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and agreed 8 for and 2 against.   

 

418.15 FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF THE PLAYING FIELDS 

 The Chairman reported on the meeting with Tim Gardiner and Bob Johnston from the Playing fields 

Association Committee and Cllr. Feather, together with the Clerk.  There seems to be a lack of 

interest within the Playing Fields Association Committee with a suggestion made that the running of 

the playing fields comes under the Parish Council.  If at the Playing Fields Association Committee 

AGM it decides to wind up would the Council be comfortable with taking on its responsibilities? 

 There would still be representation from the football and cricket clubs and would most naturally 

come under the business of the Council’s Amenities Committee. 

 All Councillors were happy for the Council to take over the running of the playing fields. 

 

419.15 FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF THE MEMORIAL FIELD 

 The Chairman reported on meeting with Rachel Sanderson from Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT) and 

Cllr. Gelder.  Since the Memorial Field Committee wound up last month, Cllr. Charlett asked Councillors 

if they would be happy to work with the OPT in regard to the field.  The main point of the meeting:   

 Cllr. Charlett requested paths be cut and bramble patches be reduced  

 Advance notice of when cattle will be grazing and contact number of farmer for any problems to 

be displayed on gates and/or notice board 

 No expenses i.e. insurance, charge for cattle, tree maintenance, water bill etc to be paid by Council 

All of which the OPT has agreed to.  It is also happy to purchase the annual Remembrance Day 

wreath for Ex Services.  OPT is committed to protecting the flora and fauna and will continue the 

high level stewardship of the field. The OPT is also keen to have a healthy and amicable working 

relationship with regard the water meadows and the proposed flood relief channel.   Cllr. Charlett 

suggested that the Council could inspect the field’s trees, fences and benches in its annual and six 

monthly inspections of the village.  Possible grant towards new notice board to explain purpose of 

the field and how it came about – could also contain information about the need for cattle grazing. 

420.15 It was agreed that Council was happy to work with the OPT, subject to ratification of details.  This 

was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

 

421.15 UNITARY AUTHORITY OR AUTHORITIES FOR OXFORDSHIRE 

 Cllr. Patterson reported various statistics regarding who wanted what type of authority. It was 

proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Johnston that Council wait for studies to be completed, 

which is expected this summer.  All town and parish councils together with residents will be consulted.  

 

422.15 NHS SURVEY OF HEALTH CENTRES 

 The publication of this survey showed Kennington Health Centre 76th out of 79 centres in Oxfordshire.  

Council has had no response from the Centre to its letter earlier during the year.  Council would like to 

raise its concerns and would like to help in any way it can.  Cllr. Landau reported that this survey was on 

the agenda for next month’s Patient Participation Group’s (PPG) meeting and will re-iterate concerns.  

However, help can only be given if the Centre is willing to work with PPG. 
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423.15 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

424.15 Cllr. Landau – PPG 

 PPG AGM went well, with most of the group present plus one member of the public attending.   

A Diet and Nutrition talk has been arranged for 26 April at 6pm in the Methodist Church Hall. 

 

425.15 Cllr. Charlett –Village Hall Management Committee 

 Village Hall Management Committee’s AGM also went well, with no members of the public 

attending. The vacant building should soon be occupied, subject to change of use permission.  It is 

proposed to become a day centre for adults with learning difficulties.  A great deal of money needs 

to be put in by Macintyre’s (Charity’s name). 

426.15 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham - Women’s Institute 

 It has been agreed that the WI will lay a wreath annually on Remembrance Day 

427.15 Cllr. Landau – Kennington Connected 

 There have been issues recently regarding anonymous postings on the Kennington Connected 

Facebook page which goes against Facebook’s Terms and Conditions.  Every user must have a name 

attached to the page.  Unfortunately Kennington Parish Council’s Facebook page does not comply 

with this condition.  It was agreed that the Clerk’s name would be registered as the owner of 

Kennington Parish Council page. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Amend the details of the Facebook page to show Clerk’s name 

 

428.15 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

429.15 Cllr. Baggott (written report) 

The rapidly deteriorating state of Kennington Rd. The whole length is in a dangerous state with potholes 

throughout its length.  See action under minute No 406.15. 
The serious deterioration on the north bound surface of the A34 between Hinksey and Botley interchanges. 

Given that this is a major trunk road we might just have a bit more success in bringing this to the attention of 

the CC. I will send an email to the CC in my personal capacity but I think both issues should be raised at 

Council level with the CC. I accept that the A34 is not strictly a PC issue but given the number of Kennington 

residents who will use the road I think we would be justified in raising it as a local concern. 

430.15 Cllr. Smith 

Resident of Grundy Crescent reported at April’s Saturday Office that there is still parking on the pavement 

and at times restricting the rubbish bins drive around the corner.  Cllrs. Landau and Robinson are 

investigating this issue with the school. 

 

431.15 Cllr. Patterson 

The wall outside the Chemist (Avicenna pharmacy) is in a terrible mess, full of weeds and looks disgraceful.  It 

has also become unstable and dangerous.  Cllr. Patterson requested Clerk write to both the head office and the 

branch explaining the state of the wall, and ask they maintain it in a safe state.  Also that the condition of it is 

scruffy and unkempt.  It was agreed that Clerk should write to Avicenna pharmacy and its Kennington branch 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Head office of Avicenna pharmacy and Kennington branch  

 

432.15 Cllr. Charlett 

Matt Oliver contacted Cllr. Charlett with regard to street lighting.  Scottish and Southern Electric has recently 

ceased its contract with Oxfordshire County Council as it requested more money, with the County refusing 
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to.  The County is now working towards a new contract, which is going to take some time – until then all 

essential work will be carried out by Oxfordshire County Council.     

 

 

433.15 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Blagrove (written report) 

It is business as usual, devolution plans are being tabled.  New Homes Bonus and Capital Gains grants 

continue to be available for the coming year and I would encourage any residents who are members of 

groups or organisations who would like some financial assistance on a project to see if these grants are 

available to them, please do get in touch if you would like some help on this.  We all await the findings on 

the Local Plan to see how they many impact on the local community.  If we do find that new homes are going 

to be built in this or neighbouring villages and communities I will work towards ensuring that the 

infrastructure is in place, as set out, so that we can welcome the families that will join our community in as 

least disruptive a way as possible.  In terms of general planning and building matters, I am not on the 

planning committee so can therefore offer assistance to any residence with queries or concerns on planning 

matters, please do get in touch.  

Cllr. Johnston 

Confirmation of the Local Plan is expected by the end of June.  It is thought that it will be found to be 

basically sound, with lots of modifications.  Inspector would seem to be unhappy about the green belt 

especially the playing fields in Kennington.  It is now unlikely that the December’s deadline will be met.  

More likely to be agreed at next February’s Council meeting.   

 

434.15 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

Scottish and Southern Electric who have the County Council lighting contract has walked away from it, as the 

County would not agree to an additional 20% increase in costs.  The County will be carrying out emergency 

works and it could take around a year to prepare a new specification for a new contract.  All faults should be 

reported via ‘Fix my street’. 

Designs at Lodge Hill to accommodate a Park and Ride and a lorry park are developing however the lorry 

park may now be somewhere else.  Cllr. Patterson explained that should the additional slip road at Lodge Hill 

go ahead some sort of traffic calming along Bagley Wood Road and through Kennington village must be 

included as part of the project and suggested Council write to Mark Kemp (Deputy Director of Transport at 

the County Council) of this.   

435.15 It was agreed that Council write to Mark Kemp regarding future traffic calming  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Mark Kemp 

The feasibility study on the possible Oxford to Cambridge link road has begun.   

 

436.15 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

 Cemetery Entrance 

 Grant for Parish Storage shed 

Kennington as a sustainable village and what does that mean 

 

Meeting Closed at  9:30pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


