
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
8 December 2016 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder  

Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Mason Cllr. Patterson  Cllr. Robinson Cllr. Smith   

     

In Attendance:  Anne Feather (Clerk) 

 

278.16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - District Councillor Blagrove and Mrs Cllr. Buckingham to be late             

 

279.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - None 

 

280.16 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

281.16 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 10 November 2016 as a true record. 

 

282.16 REPORT OF THE CLERK   

New issues during the month 

A The flag pole at the War Memorial seems to be inoperable, as the flag handle will not move in the socket 

made for lowering and raising the flag.   

ACTION FOR CLLR. CHARLETT – Investigate the issue with the flag handle in the New Year 

 

 There was confusion at last month’s meeting as to whether the quote from Taylor’s Windows of £80 was 

for cleaning one or both of the flag poles in the village.  Cllr. Patterson confirmed that the quote was for 

cleaning each flag pole. 

283.16 It was agreed that Council would ask Taylor’s cleaning to clean both flag poles in the village for £160. This 

was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for works to be carried out 

 

B Received email from residents from The Paddock asking if it would be OK if leaving branches/vegetation 

on the amenity land – clerk responded that the Council had no concerns and that it would be OK -  

reminded resident that any access onto the land must be by arrangement.  He has arranged for his work 

to be carried out 13 January 2017 leaving the vegetation on the amenity land. 

C Resident concerned with width of alleyway from Rowles Close to Kennington Road.  This was discussed 

and the feeling was that there was not much that could be done as it is the width that it is.  It was agreed 

that the Clerk contact the footpath officer of Oxfordshire County Council informing him of resident’s 

concern. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact resident and let her know what Council was doing 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact the Footpath Officer explaining concerns 

 

D Resident requesting area outside Ross Court be cut regularly by the Parish Council contractors – Clerk was 

to investigate the land’s ownership, however Councillors felt it had always been understood that  cutting 

the grass outside Ross Court was part of the residents’ agreement with the Management Company. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report back to resident 
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E Resident enquired why there was no sign in Otters Reach indicating where houses 25 to 30 are.  There 

would seem to be new street signs earlier in the road but nothing to indicate where these houses are.  

Clerk contacted Sally-Anne Worsley from South and Vale and she is going to order a sign to indicate where 

these houses are. 

F Berinsfield Community Business were in the village today carrying out the Maintenance Contract (last one 

of this contract) 

Continuing issues 

G Clerk has posted the Section 137 Community grant information onto the website and also Annual income 

and expenditure reports.  The policies and regulations have been programmed in for review in February 

and every February from there on in. 

H Informed Radley Parish Council of Kennington’s support of their Neighbourhood Plan and reiterated the 

issues surrounding parking at St Swithun’s Primary School along The Avenue. 

I Informed resident of Council’s decision not to agree with his request for permission to fly his drone at 

Playfield Road playing field.  A copy of resident’s response was handed to each Councillor. 

J Contacted Planning officer to ask if there was a condition of there being a wheel wash as part of the 

permission in relation to the Sandford Hydro works, as Sandford Lane is becoming muddy and will only get 

worse during the winter. Received reply following day: The approved construction traffic management 

plan does include a reference to the road being cleaned if mud were carried onto it. It is under ref 

P16/V1277/DIS. I have made the agent aware of this. If its on a public highway, then it would technically 

fall under the highway authority to ensure it is kept in a reasonable condition. If you have any further 

issues then please either contact our enforcement team or the contractors directly (contact details within 

the CTMP).  Clerk contacted the enforcement explaining the state of the road, however, local resident 

explained that it is usually very clear, with a man at the side of the road with a shovel. 

 Resident of Sandford Lane concerned about state of road surface after completion of the works at 

Sandford weir.  Clerk contacted the Highways Department.   Same resident also complained about the 

state of the road near the development before the Railway bridge.  Clerk contacted enforcement with 

regards to this issue. 

K Informed The Low Carbon Hub of Council’s views in regard to them arranging a stall before Christmas to 

let residents know the progress of the works at Sandford weir.  Council agreed with this suggesting that 

the Apple Café on a Saturday morning would be best – they were present on Saturday 3 December. 

L Informed Piggotts Ltd that Council would not be accepting their quote for cleaning and carrying out 

maintenance of the two flagpoles in the village. 

M Reminded residents, via The Kennington Chronicle will not collect any recycling rubbish in black sacks – all 

rubbish must be loose in the bins or in clear plastic sacks. 

N Sent annual invoice to Kennington Village Hall Management Committee in relation to the litter collection 

around the village hall 

O Chairman planted pansies at both flower boxes at the north end of the village for some winter colour 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase more inserts so that the spring flowers can be transferred 

 

P Thanked Kennington Brass Band for Remembrance Sunday 

Q Rachel Sanderson from Oxford Preservation Trust reported that the grazier has removed his cattle.  She 

has taken down the stapled signed from the gates.  The cattle will not be back now until about Easter. 

Clerk informed residents via the website and Facebook. 

R Chairman carried out usual fortnightly Play Area inspections and checks on the defibrillators – Clerk 

contacted Turtle Engineering again regarding the defibrillator cabinet outside Kirlena, which is still wet 
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inside.  Apparently silicone oil should be used every 6 months to keep the locks fee and so they don’t 

freeze in cold weather. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. CHARLETT – Insert silicone oil into each defibrillator cabinet lock 

 

S Contacted Wyevale Garden Centre again explaining that the Council had not received any invoices this 

year and that there was little more the Council could do to draw this to their attention.  Wyevale has 

made contact and is investigating. 

T Chairman and Clerk are meeting with Savills at Forest Side playing field with regards proposals for a new 

lease for the field on 12 December 

U Nicola Blackwood responded to letter of concern regarding Illegal camping and mooring along the Thames 

at Kennington to report that she has written to the Chief Constable of Thames Vale Police on the Council’s 

behalf to ask him to consider these issues.  Rachel from Oxford Preservation Trust has reported that 

eviction notices are to be served on the illegal tents in the copse opposite Rose Island. 

V Quarterly Internal Audit checks need to be carried out during December.  Cllr. Smith volunteered to carry 

out the third quarter’s checks with Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a date for carrying out the internal checks 

 

W Getting quotes for additional vinyl numbers for the road closure notices for closing the road for 

Remembrance Day.  Scorpion Signs of Didcot very kindly printed some off for no charge – apparently for 

some reason the Council is £8 in credit so he said this will ‘square it up’ Received them and thanked him. 

X Found out how to arrange a speed check but need to know where in the village Council would like one 

placed for a week.  Costs £100 per week 

284.16 After discussion it was agreed that Council would arrange for a speed check to be sited at the north of the 

village with a few check at the south end of the village, between Sandford Lane and Manor Grove. This 

was proposed by Cllr. Smith seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for speed checks to be set up at both locations, picking a day during the week when 

St Swithun’s school is open 

ACTION FOR CLLR. FEATHER -  Analyse the data and post on the website and included in the Chronicle 

 

285.16 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Requests for grants 

A Sue Ryder – Nettlebed Hospice has written to the Council asking if it would kindly consider making a direct 

donation to help the hospice continue to provide local hospice care.  

286.16 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to Sue Ryder – Nettlebed Hospice.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously. 

287.16 A proposal was made by Cllr. Baggott to grant the sum of £150, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed 

unanimously. 

B Headway Oxfordshire Christmas Appeal 2016 – has written to the Council ‘ We need your support to help 

the 4000 people who each year suffer a brain injury in Oxfordshire by creating the counties first ever 

dedicated neurological physiotherapy gym in the voluntary sector’.  

288.16 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to Headway Oxfordshire.  This was proposed by Cllr. 

Robinson seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

289.16 A proposal was made by Cllr. Feather to grant the sum of £100, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed 

unanimously. 
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Correspondence for discussion/action  

C NALC lobby for parish councillors to claim Dependants Carers Allowance – survey  

D Independent Review of Members Allowances questionnaire from Democratic Services support officer 

Legal & Democratic Services of South Oxfordshire District Council, requesting Parish Councillors complete 

– forwarded to Councillors. Clerk forwarded copies for Councillors’ use. 

E Community Resilience Presentations in January – forwarded to all Councillors – Cllr. Mrs Buckingham has 

volunteered to attend. 

F OALC Training Programme 2017 – Cllr. Bakewell would like to attend the March’s session on Roles and 

Responsibilities. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Book place for Cllr. Bakewell to attend 

 

G Curtin and Co contacted Clerk to arrange a meeting with representatives of the Council regarding 

Redrow’s development at South Kennington.  Cllrs. Patterson; Feather; Cobb; Charlett and possibly 

Johnston to attend.  

H Copy of letter sent by Radley Parish Council to Paul Maynard MP with regard to the deferred 

electrification of the Didcot to Oxford rail line, requesting Kennington Parish Council would consider also 

writing to him in the same vain.  

290.16 It was agreed that Council would write to Paul Maynard MP supporting Radley Parish Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send letter to Paul Maynard supporting Radley Parish Council’s views 

 

I River Thames Society – renewal letter for 2017 membership - £15.  

291.16 It was agreed that Council would continue to support the River Thames Society and continue its 

membership.   

J Local resident is concerned about  

• Whether the bus service through Kennington is going to reduce further.   

• Road sweeping and has contacted the Biffa – roads beginning to be swept today. 

• Network Rail still has not filled in ruts along Cow Lane, - resident fears children or short sighted residents 

could fall. 

Correspondence for information  

K Area Steward for Vale of White Horse District Council asked if Council had received its contribution for 

grass cutting – Clerk confirmed it had 

L Thank you letter and receipt received from The Oxfordshire Ass. For the Blind 

M GreenThumb - Autumn/Winter Newsletter 

N Oxfordshire County Council – Entry to primary or infant school reminder letter – poster posted on Website 

and on noticeboard in Village Centre 

O Notification that Clerk has been added onto a google group giving news of the Oxfordshire South and Vale 

Citizens Advice Headlines. 

P RBS – 2017 fees and charges plus list of training 

Q WEL Medical Team – change of address details 

R OALC – Briefing Note regarding powers in relation to bus services 

S Chairman received letter of thanks from residents regarding the ‘highly successful and very well organised 

Remembrance Parade’. 

T South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils media release - Councils’ housing and 

homelessness support among the best in the country 

U Your update on Sandford Hydro – posted on website and on Facebook 
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V Oxford Flood Alliance (OFA) is objecting to the Seacourt Park & Ride extension 

W Community Governance Review - Proposal 1 – to amend the boundary of Radley parish to include 

Chandlings Manor School currently in Kennington parish (subject to LGBCE consent) or Proposal 2 to  

amend the boundary of Sunningwell parish to include land to the west of Oxford Road currently in 

Kennington and Radley parishes (subject to LGBCE consent)   
ACTION FOR CLERK – Put information on the website and Facebook 

 

X OALC Monthly employment briefing – mediation – forwarded to Councillors 

Y Vale of White Horse District Council media release - Vale Local Plan: 2031 (Part 1) given go-ahead to be 

adopted – forwarded to Councillors 

Z Update on the Water Market de-regulation in April 2017 

AA Graffiti is being planned to be removed from the by-pass bridge late this week or early next week.  

AB Healthwatch Oxfordshire, the county’s watchdog for health and social care, is looking for additional 

people to join its board of directors 

AC Neighbourhood Policing – December Report – forwarded to all Councillors 

 

242.16 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 November 2016  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           137,549.25 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,137.39 

Sub total £146,186.64 

Less outstanding cheques 895.00 

Total £145,291.64 

 
Account paid in November (between meetings) 

 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in December 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

641 The Royal British Legion 
2017 Poppy Appeal Grant (minutes 245.16 & 246.16)     

£850.00 Section 137  
LGA 1972 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

642 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for November less tax and NI   

£1054.19 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

643 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for December less tax                       

£102.65 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

644 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£238.70 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

645 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for November 

£346.45 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

646 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
December’s allowance  

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

647 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 

Village Litter collection for November of £299.52 

Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd pavilion of £134.50 

£434.02 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

657 Total Pest Control (UK) Ltd 
Pest control treatments at Playfield Road pavilion 

£180.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

658 Fleet (Line Markers) Ltd 
10 x Pitchmarker Super 15Ltr 

£547.92 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

659 Maylarch Recycling Limited 

Exchanging wheelie bins in December 

£83.28 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

660 Kohler Mira Limited 

Refurbishment of showers at Playfield Road pavilion 

£1045.88 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

 
293.16 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
294.16 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted unanimously. 

 

295.16 CONTRACTOR(S) FOR 2017 VILLAGE CONTRACTS 

296.16 The Finance Committee recommended to Full Council to accept Company No 4’s quotes for the village 

contracts: 

 Contract A – Verges every three weeks 

 Contract B – Playing fields every two weeks 

Contract C – Village Maintenance every other month 

 Contract D – Cemetery maintenance every two weeks 

297.16 It was agreed that Council would accept Company No. 4 for all the village contracts listed above.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Mrs Cllr. Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

648 Oxford Sound Hire  
Sound system + engineer for Remembrance day £175.20 
Sound system + engineer for Carols around the tree £175.20 

£350.40 Sections 145 & 137 
LGA 1972        

649 Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau 
Grant (minutes 243.16 & 244.16) 

£550 Section 142(2a) 
LGA 1972 

650 Chairman’s allowance 
1/4ly Chairman’s allowance 

£145.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

651 Berinsfield Community Business 
Verges, playing fields, maintenance and cemetery visits 

in October 

£1127.18 Section 96(5) Highways Act 
1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

652 St Johns College  
Rent from 29.9.16 – 24.12.16 for Forest Side field 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

653 Green Thumb 
War Memorial scarification and aeration 

£343.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

654 Mrs A Feather 
Refreshments for Remembrance day £10.45   
Plus annual expenses for working from home of £216   

      Key fobs for new security keys for the pavilions £16.25 and 1
st

 
and 2

nd
 class stamps £28.56 

£271.26 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

655 Village Hall 
Room hire for December 

£56.00 Section 134 (4)  
LGA 1972 

656 Mrs S Buckingham 
Refreshments for the Carols around the Tree 

£272.69 Section 137  
LGA 1972 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform successful contractor and arrange meeting to discuss  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform unsuccessful contractors 

 

298.16 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Annual Finance meeting minutes held on 1 December 2016 were agreed and signed.  This was proposed 
by Cllr. Gelder seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

 
299.15 BUDGET ESTIMATES AND PRECEPT FOR 2017-18 

Cllr. Jennings proposed, seconded by Cllr. Bakewell to accept the Budget estimates and precept for 2017-
18, which was agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To forward agreed precept of £87,699 to the Vale of White Horse District Council  

 

300.16 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 15 November and 6 December 2016 were noted.    

Cllr. Feather recommend to Council should invite Hackney Borough Council to a council meeting.  The 

Planning committee felt that Council should make contact and express its desire to help and support 

Hackney Borough Council’s venture – Councillors would like to help them in their stated objectives. 

301.16 It was agreed that Council would invite Hackney Borough Council to a Council meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Invite Hackney Borough Council to Parish Council meeting  

 

302.16 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE  

The Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes held on 23 November 2016 were noted.   

 

303.16 NOMINATIONS FOR THE HIGH SHERIFF’S AWARDS 2017 

 It was decided to discuss this at next month’s meeting 

 

304.16 AGREE SUBMISSION PROTOCOL FOR VILLAGE WEBSITE 

 The draft protocol was discussed and agreed, which will be posted on the website. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Prepare protocol and post on website  

 

305.16 FUTURE OF KENNINGTON4FAIRTRADE 

 Cllr. Mason reported that the Fairtrade committee was down to four members with not all being always 

available.  Cllr. Mason along with two further members are planning to resign from the Committee. The 

village has Fairtrade status until 2018 but needs people to come forward otherwise the Committee will 

fold and the village lose its Fairtrade status.  It was suggested that Cllr. Mason put something in the 

Chronicle and on the website. 

 

306.16 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

307.16 Cllr. Feather – Playing Fields Committee 

 Reported successes in the form of the renovation of the showers at Playfield Road pavilion with the 

electrical works starting imminently.  Security locks on both pavilions changed and pest control firm 

eradicated the pest issue at Playfield Road pavilion.  One of the football managers thanked the committee 

for the work carried out on the showers and for moving things forward. 

308.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Youth Club 
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 The youth club is still looking for a leader – someone who is interested has approached Mrs. Cllr. 

Buckingham, who referred them to Roy King. 

309.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 The future of the Health Centre is developing and is positive, with a press release coming out soon.  

Decisions will be made by February 2017 when everyone will be informed. 

310.16 Cllr. Gelder – Kendall Copse 

 Cllr. Gelder is concerned about the amount of trees that will be felled when the flood alleviation channel 

goes through the copse – a great deal of time, money and effort has gone into developing this piece of 

land, however the final route has still to be agreed.  It was suggested that a letter be written as soon as a 

route has been agreed looking forward to the environment agency’s compensation, at there is an 

obligation to replace whatever has been destroyed, another programme to compensate needs to be 

developed. 

311.16 Cllr. Baggott – St Swithun’s Church 

 Cllr. Baggott confirmed that the strip of land beyond the stone wall outside the church is in the ownership 

of the diocese.  Cllr. Baggott will take the Parish Council’s request to site a bench along this strip to the 

next Church Council meeting for discussion.    

 

312.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

313.16 Cllr. Smith 

 Cllr. Smith reported that a very large fir tree is leaning/hanging over the pavement, just at the beginning of 

Poplar Grove – it is one of the houses at Beaumont Court.   

ACTION FOR CLLR. SMITH – Inform Clerk of address  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the owner with a copy to Oxfordshire County Council highways department. 

 

314.16 Cllr. Cobb 

The Carols around the Tree went off very well – Cllr. Cobb asked if a thank you could be sent to 

Kennington Brass Band – Mrs Cllr. Buckingham has sent the band a Christmas card thanking them.  Cllr. 

Charlett reported that £290 had been collected by Father Christmas and this was handed to the 

Kennington Cancer Fund. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include the amount raised for Kennington Cancer Fund in the Chronicle. 

 

315.16 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

316.16 Cllr. Blagrove  

Local Plan Part 1 - We have received the final letter from the inspector and the plan has been found sound and is 

on the agenda for adoption at next week’s council meeting.  Given the impact this will have on our local 

community I will work hard to ensure the infrastructure promised and the affordability of housing is delivered. 

Biffa have confirmed they can supply Litter Pickers, refuse sacks and high visibility PPE if the parish council are 

interested in organising something.  They will just need an address and person to deliver to and a time/date to 

collect.  If you contact: waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk. They’ll be able to point you in the right direction. To 

finish on a slightly more festive note - Buy Local!!! 

Christmas – Free Parking Extension in Abingdon (and other market towns) In a bid to encourage people to ‘buy 

local’ this Christmas the following extensions have been made to the 2 hrs free parking in the Vale’s market towns. 

Abingdon: Saturdays - from 26 November to 24 December;  Faringdon: 3, 6, 9 and 17 December; Wantage: Fridays   

2, 9, 16 and 23 December 

 

mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
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317.16 Cllr. Johnston 

The Local Plan Part 2 is being prepared and will be concluded by the middle of next year.  The CIL contributions can 

now be concluded and there will be no more speculation planning. 

 

318.16 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

The Unitary submission is almost ready; it will be ready first thing in the new year.  There is a meeting on 20 

December with many things of interest, which I will report at next month’s meeting. 

 

319.16 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Fresher’s Fair – working party of Cllr. Mrs Buckingham; Feather; Gelder and Robinson 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:05pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


