
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
12 October 2017 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Feather   Cllr. Gelder 

Cllr. Jennings  Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Mason  Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Smith 

     

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

188.17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Cobb, Cllr. Robinson, District Cllr. Blagrove 

 

189.17 RESIGNATION OF CLLR. LANDAU 

Cllr. Landau has written to the Chairman and Clerk to tender his resignation. Clerk will inform VOWH and 

arrange for the post to be advertised. The Chairman will write a letter of thanks to Cllr. Landau. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform VOWH of vacancy and advertise post. 

 

190.17 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

191.17 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – Cllrs. Charlett, Smith and Gelder disclosed an 

interest in relation to the grant request from the Village Hall Management Committee.  

 

192.17 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 14 September 2017 as a true record. 

 

193.17 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Clerk contacted Roger Symes to ask if he would be willing to undertake the internal audit again this year, 

and the cost. Clerk has not received a response, so will chase up. 

B Email received from resident regarding overgrown vegetation on Bagley Wood Road: 

“Please can you help? St Swithun’s road following into Bagley wood road crossing the a34 is very 

overgrown on the verge and you can't even see the curb anymore.  I contacted highways and they are 

hopeless and refuse to clean it saying Biffa should do it. But they say it's not their job.  Can you sort this out 

for me?” 

Clerk reported separate issues to Oxfordshire County Council (verges) and Vale of White Horse (street 

cleaning). VOWH advised that this will be cleared as soon as possible. 

C Cllr. Smith and concerned resident reported fly tipping at Kendall Copse. Clerk reported to Oxford City 

Council, who initially denied responsibility. The fly tipping has now been cleared. 

D Email received regarding the timing of bin lorries through the village and the addition of double yellow 

lines along Kennington Road. Cllr. Cobb advised resident to contact Vale of White Horse regarding the bin 

lorries. 

E Dog fouling seems to be a problem, particularly at the playing fields. Clerk will include an article in the next 

Chronicle. Clerk has obtained prices for “dog poo fairy” posters and stickers. 

194.17 It was agreed that the Clerk would ask VOWH if they have any posters or stickers. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange posters and stickers for noticeboards and bins. 

 

F VAT reclaim form has been submitted to HMRC for June-September 2017. 
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G Email from resident of Kirk Close, requesting a grit bin: 

“Kirk Close is on steep incline. With Winter approaching, darker mornings & evenings, freezing 

temperatures, vehicles going down Kirk Close on an untreated surface could be very dangerous. 

Historically snow and ice have caused serious problems in the past with posts being placed at the bottom 

of the junction on the opposite side. However, there is still the potential for a fatal accident in bad weather 

if further measures are not taken. 

Bagley Wood Road is a busy road especially during morning and evening commutes. Pedestrians young, 

old, cyclists and vehicle users would all be at risk from a vehicle going into a skid down Kirk Close and being 

unable to stop at the junction with Bagley Wood Road.  

By bringing this request to the attention of the Parish Council can we please help make our Village a safer 

place this winter.” 

There is a grit bin on the corner of St Swithun’s Road and Bagley Wood Road, so it was agreed that a grit 

bin would not be added to the bottom of Kirk Close. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Reply to resident. 

 

H Resident of Links Road reported that the state of the pavement outside her bungalow is in very poor 

condition. It has been marked out for repair 4 times over recent years, but nothing has been done. Clerk 

reported to OCC. 

I List of 2018 meetings circulated to councillors. Clerk to investigate how to add these to the website. 

J Letter received from company interested in tendering for ground maintenance contract. Clerk advised to 

contact us again in 2021. 

 

Continuing issues  
K Mandate form for Barclays was not accepted, so a new mandate form had to be completed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send signed mandate form. 

 

L Clerk received a response from PCSO Zack Earl regarding the parking issues in Kennington: 
“Thank you for getting in contact with us. Regarding the school parking we are on the case, we have been 
over there most days, talking to parents trying to educate them on parking.  I have seen the pictures of the 
two cars parked on the Zigs Zags and they will be talked to in due course. With the commercial vehicles 
parked opposite the Co-op I did see them, though I did not ask them to move because, the only other place 
they could have parked was further down towards Kennington Road outside residents houses, potentially 
annoying residents.  It looks like the company has finished their work now. 
With the zig zags outside Bestone this is the first time it has been brought to our attention, I will monitor it 
and ask people to move when I go past.  With Playfield Road I have been asked about this multiple times 
the parking is not illegal and I don’t perceive this as dangerous parking, if I give a ticket out down there I 
will have to stand up in court explaining why I deem it as dangerous, and personally I don’t have any 
reasons. The only thing I can suggest is to put yellow lines down Playfield but we just don’t have the 
resources to keep monitoring them.  
I will keep an eye on all these situations but I do need to explain that if there is any illegal parking taking 

place (such as parking on yellow lines or zig zags) an officer will need to witness this and be with the car at 

the time. Residents will need to call 101 when things like this happen.” 

Cllr. Charlett advised PC Carl Bryant had held a meeting to resurrect the Neighbourhood Action Group 

(NAG), but this was only attended by Cllrs. Charlett, Bakewell and one other person. Cllr. Charlett has 
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contacted Radley and South Hinksey with a proposal to meet together with the police once every few 

months. 

The PCSOs have been advised not to spend time on parking issues, as their priority is crime prevention. A 

meeting was proposed between PCSO Zack Earl, the parish council and a member of Oxfordshire County 

Council, but OCC have declined to attend this meeting. PCSO Zack Earl has advised to call 101 to report 

illegal parking – if there are enough complaints, the problem will be investigated. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put something in the Chronicle. 

 

M Resident of Poplar Grove contacted Clerk again regarding the trees on the corner of Otters Reach. Vale of 

White Horse are responsible for maintaining these trees, and have said that they are aware that work 

needs undertaking and will be done when they have capacity. Trees Officer is now liaising directly with 

resident. 

N Phone call received from resident regarding the grass verge outside her house. She was very pleased that 

this had now been cut. 

O Spider Oak has been upgraded to 250GB storage. 

P Quotation received to replace the bottom rope of the “Traverse Ropes” at The Links playground. 

195.17 It was agreed that Cllr. Charlett could install the rope, so a quote for supply only should be requested. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request quotation for supply only. 

 

Q Clerk wrote to Fergal Contracting to thank them for their considerate driving down Sandford Lane during 

the Sandford Hydro works, and advised the resident to contact Oxfordshire County Council regarding the 

installation of speed humps down Sandford Lane. 

R Kennington Parish Council logo was sent to Oxford Preservation Trust for inclusion on the information 

board for the memorial field. 

S Clerk contacted Oxfordshire County Council, requesting that they confirmed that the speed cushion had 

been built to specification. No response received to date. 

Clerk saw on Facebook that a resident had received a reply: 

“The ramp gradient 'as built' is a little steeper than specified gradient but within tolerance of statutory 

limits. It is not deemed a safety risk. The Road Safety team attended too. Therefore OCC are not intending 

to take any further action”. 

T Clerk has still not heard from Oxfordshire County Council regarding the installation of the “Children at 

Play” signs. Has been following this up every few weeks, and will continue to do so. Cllr. Johnston will also 

request an update. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Continue to chase up a response from OCC. 

 

U Cllr. Charlett has still not been contacted by BGG regarding the cemetery maintenance, despite calling 

regularly. Clerk will continue to chase up.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Continue to chase up a response from BGG. 

 

V Fresher’s Fair was successful, and Clerk has received some positive feedback and ideas for future events. 

The sale of refreshments also generated £43.30.  

196.17 It was resolved that the money should be given to the PPG, as they provided the drinks and cakes for the 

event. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for money to be sent to PPG. 
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W Clerk wrote to Oxford Preservation Trust and resident to advise that the parish council could not fund a 

bench along the cycle track. 

X New defibrillator pad has arrived and will be changed this month. 

Y Clerk sent the council’s comments to Radley Parish Council regarding their Neighbourhood Plan update. 

Z Clerk submitted nominations for the Dignity in Care Awards and Unsung Community Hero’s Awards. 

AA Internal checks for March – June were completed on 9 October by Cllrs. Feather and Smith. Issues 

identified included the direct debit list for 2017-18 not being available; consistency with ticking the bank 

statements when reconciling; clarity needed over month NI and tax payments relate to; pension 

contribution forms to be printed; Financial Regulations document has no review date on cover; 

transparency code needs to be met. 

197.17 It was agreed that the June – September internal checks would be undertaken by Cllrs. Jennings and 

Feather. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Address issues raised in March – June internal checks. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange June – September internal checks. 

 

AB Oak trees by the slip road to the A34 have been reported to Oxfordshire County Council, requesting that 

their crowns are lifted so the grass underneath can be cut. OCC replied to say that work in this location has 

already been programmed, but they did not provide a date. 

AC The broken barrier on Old Abingdon Road has been reported to Oxfordshire County Council Highways 

department. 

AD The blocked drain outside 11 Kennington Road has been reported to Oxfordshire County Council. OCC 

reported that “The gully issue/blockage has been investigated and will be included in our forthcoming 

gully cleansing programme, but did not give a date. 

AE Remembrance Day parade – Rich Osborn has agreed to lead the parade again this year. The parish council 

needs to decide the cost of the wreaths. 

ACTION FOR CLERK - Add to the agenda for November meeting. 

 
AF ‘H’ from Sticks and Stones will undertake the hedge maintenance at Playfield Road as soon as possible. 

AG Faded Give Way signs at Kenville Road and Bagley Wood Road have been replaced. 

 

198.17 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
Requests for grants  

Cllrs. Charlett, Gelder and Smith left the room. It was agreed that Cllr. Patterson would act as Chairman. 
Kennington Village Hall Management Committee has requested a grant towards the cost of replacing the 

boilers. 

199.17  It was resolved that the parish council would approve a grant to Kennington Village Hall. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed unanimously. 

200.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £3000, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Village Hall Management Committee of decision. 

  

Cllrs. Charlett, Gelder and Smith returned to the room. Cllr. Charlett resumed the position of Chairman. 
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Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice have applied for a grant towards the cost of their service. 

201.17  It was resolved that the parish council would approve this grant to Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens 

Advice. This was proposed by Cllr. Mason seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed unanimously. 

202.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £575, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform South and Vale Citizens Advice of decision. 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

A Adoption of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule in Vale of White Horse. This will 

come into effect on 1 November 2017 – noted. 

B Local Development Order – public consultation – comments to be submitted by 22 November 2017. 

 It was agreed to defer this to the November meeting. 

C Rialtas – letter detailing fees for finance software for 2018-19. Clerk will retain for budget planning later in 

the year. 

D Invitation to visit the Thames Water waste treatment site at Didcot. Cllr. Bakewell is happy to organise a 

visit if there is enough interest. Interested councillors to send their names to Cllr. Bakewell or the Clerk. 

E Community First Oxfordshire – offering help with producing a Community Led Plan or Neighbourhood Plan 

203.17  It was resolved that the parish council would take no action. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston 

seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

 

Correspondence for information  
F Rural Services Network – Weekly Email News Digest 

G CPRE – monthly newsletter 

H Public Sector Executive Online – weekly newsletter 

I Thames Tap – property newsletter 

J Cotswold Life Business – This week’s news and updates 

K Rural Services Network – Call for information – Station and other community heritage buildings 

L Civic Voice – War Memorials News 

M Rural Services Network – Rural Economy Spotlight 

N Citizens Advice – monthly newsletter 

O Vale Local Plan Part 2 briefing – slides forwarded to councillors 

P Royal British Legion – Let’s tell the government to make the forces community a priority 

Q Open Spaces Society –Adding footpaths to OCC’s Definitive Map – forwarded to Footpath Warden 

R South and Vale – Meeting the challenges of delivering new homes in southern Oxfordshire – poster 

pinned on noticeboard 

S Countryside Alliance – Nominate now in the “Rural Oscars” 2017 

T Weaveley Arboretum Natural Burial Cemetery – requesting views on the addition of a crematorium  

U Oxfordshire LEADER programme – Rural Grants Event on 10 October 

V Fairtrade Foundation – Regular newsletter 

W OALC – monthly newsletter 

X Keep Britain Tidy – Stop the wave of waste 

Y Ordnance Survey –PSMA Newsletter 

Z Community First Oxfordshire – CFO AGM invitation – Thursday 26th October 

AA Planning Policy Vale – Local Plan Part 2 – forwarded to councillors 
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AB BBOWT – We bought the missing piece of the Duxford puzzle! 

AC Oxford Flood Alliance – Update 8 October 2017 

AD Westminster Briefing – Women in Local Government conference registration now open 

AE Thames Valley Police – Hidden Harm campaign 

AF OALC – Community Resilience Innovation Fund 

AG Thames Valle Police – Police and Crime Plan 2017-2021 

AH Local Plan 2031 Part 2 – publicity period until 22 November 2017 – forwarded to councillors 

AI Oxfordshire County Council – introducing a new online service for our suppliers 

 

204.17 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 September 2017  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £168,724.98 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,247.68 

Sub total £177,472.66 

Less outstanding cheques £166.50 

Total £177,306.16 

Income in September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct Debits paid in September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Accounts to be paid in October 

   

HM Revenue & Customs 
VAT repayment 01/04/17 – 30/06/17 

£1,651.12 

Oxford Preservation Trust 
Hire of Playfield Road pavilion 

£15.00 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Precept 2017/18 2nd half 

£43,849.50 

Fresher’s Fair 

Money collected from sale of refreshments 

£43.30 

Paint Amnesty 

Money collected from residents towards the disposal of paint tins 

£159.05 

    Power to Act 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Road pavilion 
Electricity for Forest Side pavilion 

£366.50 LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity for War Memorial 

£34.63 War Memorials 

Act 1923 

DD Castle Water 
Water for Playfield Road pavilion – account in credit 

£0.00 LG (Misc Prov) 

Act 1976 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

828 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for September less tax and NI   

£1,025.65 Section 112  
LGA 1972 
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829 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for September 

£326.65 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

830 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£173.61 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

831 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for October plus additional 1 hour per week June 

– Sept for watering flower baskets, less tax                       

£200.36 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

832 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
October’s allowance 

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

833 Clean Slate 
Grant – Minute No’s. 143.17 & 144.17 at Sept meeting 

£25.00 Section 137  
LGA 1972 

834 Be Free Young Carers 
Grant – Minute No’s. 145.17 & 146.17 at Sept meeting 

£50.00 Section 137  
LGA 1972 

835 The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 
Grant – Minute No’s. 147.17 & 148.17 at Sept meeting 

£25.00 Section 137  
LGA 1972 

836 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for September 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd  

£542.52 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

837 Mrs R L Brown 
SpiderOak 250GB (online backup) – annual charge of $99 

@ £1.3451 on 21/9/17 plus £2.20 non sterling 
transaction fee) 

£75.80 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

 

838 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Verges, parks and cemetery maintenance for September 

£1,776.00 Section 96(5) 
Highways Act 1980 

LG (Misc 
Prov) Act 

1976 

839 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for October 

£48.00 Section 134(4) 
LGA 1972 

840 Information Commissioner 
Annual data protection registration 

£35.00 Section 111 

LGA 1972 

841 Earth Anchors 
Black & brown sloper seat and fixing kit – Minute no. 

98.17 at July meeting  
(From Ear Marked Reserves – Asset Replacement) 

£494.34 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

842 Heyn Engineering (NI) Ltd 
4x boxes of dog dispenser bags 

£134.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

843 D&N Building Contractors 
Install stile between Playfield Rd playing field and 

memorial field – Minute No. 96.17 at July 
meeting 

Install bench at Playfield Rd and posts at Grundy 
Crescent 

£650.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

847 Getmapping Plc 

Parish Online annual fee 

£67.20 Section 111 

LGA 1972 

848 WasteCare Ltd 

Collection and disposal of paint tine – Minute no. 111.17 

£314.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Budget  Power to Act 
 

844 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 
Exchanging wheelie bin in August 

£87.36 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

845 Fleet (Line Markers) Ltd 
Pitchmarker Super C 15 Ltr 

£547.92 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

846 Langtons Chartered Surveyors & Valuers 
Roof condition report for Playfield Rd pavilion 

£210.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

 
205.17 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure  

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
206.17 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted unanimously. 

 

207.17 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 12 September and 3 October 2017 were noted.    

 

208.17 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 

The Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes held on 20 September 2017 were noted.    

 

209.17 FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES FOR INTERNET BANKING 

210.17 It was resolved that the financial regulations had been reviewed and agreed, and that the parish council 

would start to use the new internet banking procedures. This was proposed by Cllr. Feather seconded by 

Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Start to use internet banking procedures as soon as the new mandate has been accepted by 

Barclays.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add updated Financial Regulations to website. 

 

211.17 REPAIRS TO THE WAR MEMORIAL 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed that the three damaged bollards should be replaced.  It was agreed 

that the Clerk would pursue grant funding towards this, and APS Masonry should be asked to hold the 

price, while the grant request is being considered. 

212.17 It was resolved that the quote from APS Masonry would be accepted. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston 

seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact APS Masonry to accept quote and ask for price to be held. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate grant funding for the war memorial bollards. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include an article in the Chronicle. 

 

213.17 FUNDING FOR FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR PLAYFIELD ROAD PAVILION 

 There is currently £25,000 in the Ear Marked Reserves in the budget towards the pavilion project. It was 

agreed that the quote from SWA covers the necessary work for the feasibility study for the pavilion. 

849 R L Brown 

Postage stamps, clips & screws for playing field signs 

£25.49 Section 111 

LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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214.17 It was resolved that £2500 of matched funding would be applied for using the New Homes Bonus 

Community Grant. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit grant request to VOWH. 

 

215.17 SPEED CHECK ON BAGLEY WOOD ROAD 

216.17 It was agreed to note the results of the speed check. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by 

Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Seek clarity regarding the Northbound and Southbound traffic counts. 

 

217.17 REGISTERING THE VILLAGE HALL WITH THE LAND REGISTRY 

 The Parish Council are custodial trustees of the Village Centre, so should register the village hall with the 

Land Registry, and this needs to be done as soon as possible. This would also include the car park, youth 

club and playground. 

218.17 It was resolved that the Parish Council will meet the cost of registering the Village Centre with the Land 

Registry, up to a cost of £1000. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Draft letter instructing the Village Hall Committee to take this forward. 

 

219.17 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

220.17 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

There was a meeting yesterday with Botley PPG – they are successfully merging but Kennington PPG will 

be retained for now. The Advanced Nurse Practitioner will be doing a talk on 15th November at 7.30 to 

explain her role. There are articles in the Chronicle to keep residents up to date with progress. 

 

221.17 Cllr. Mason – Friends of Kennington Library 

 The library is holding a quiz night on 11th November at 7.30pm in the Church Hall. 

 

222.17 Cllr. Robinson – Youth Club 

“From what I can gather things are OK. Staffing is an issue, this could be a problem for the club gaining 

momentum so soon after opening.” 

 

223.17 Cllr. Charlett – Oxford to Cambridge Expressway 

 There was a meeting at Cuddesdon regarding the proposed route for the expressway. It was agreed that 

the Parish Council will not get involved. 

 

224.17 Cllr. Feather – Parish Partners 

 The new structure has a “guard office”, who guarantee a response within 24 hours. The team is still very 

short staffed, but this should improve communication. It was suggested that the Clerk should go to the 

next one. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate next Parish Partners meeting. 

 

225.17 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  
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226.17 Cllr. Jennings  reported that there is a lamppost own Sandford Lane near the industrial estate which is 

filled with vegetation. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Oxfordshire County Council. 

  

Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham reported that she and the Clerk met recently to go through the Emergency Plan. A 

meeting of the sub-group may be needed in the future. 

 

227.17 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

228.17 Cllr. Blagrove 

 “Council Meeting 27/09 - On 27th September council moved forward to publishing the Local Plan Part 2 for 
consultation.  An amendment was tabled for us to pause the consultation, this was rejected.  
The government is conducting a consultation on possible changes to the method of calculating housing 
figures, but we do not know how long it will take and it will probably not be completed in time to affect 
examination of our local plan.  Therefore, we should press on now so that we can schedule a date with 
PINS for examination in early summer to meet the target date of adoption of October 2018.   
We also discussed this at scrutiny committee and it was clear from Officer feedback the recommendation 
was to continue on our current track for the timetable on the consultation. 
It was also made clear that should these 'possible' new numbers come through there will be other 
moments during the LPP2 process to take them in to account without us risking missing the deadline. 
Missing the deadline means we lose our 5 year housing land supply and can undo much if not all of the 
work on LPP1 and certainly LPP2.   
I believe for the Vale as a whole, and very prominently in Radley & Kennington where additional sites were 
examined and have now been rejected, losing our housing land supply is far too great a risk, especially as 
we have the opportunity to react to any changes in Government policy later in the process. 
I listened to the debate and backed the original motion to move forward to consultation. 
CIL - We also approved the recently proposed changes to CIL.  These come in to affect from 1st November.  
A query was raised as to why this has taken so long, the response was that it could not be completed until 
a local Plan was in place, which was not the case until December, so the consultation started as soon after 
as was possible. 

 5 Council Partnership - I reported last month this was coming to Scrutiny committee to address our 

concerns.  It has not yet done so.  This was in agreement with the chair’s of scrutiny as more information 

needs to be gathered for us to properly look at it.  This has been tentatively rebooked for November so I 

should be able to report back then our findings. 

Council – 11th October - I was unable to attend due to travelling on Business.  I am yet to receive a report 

but I believe Cllr Johnston was there.” 

 

229.17 Cllr. Johnston 
 The new CEO (Mark Stone) has settled in very quickly and has now put together a new strategic team 
(details on the website).  This was most necessary because the Vale was being strongly criticised by the 
Auditor for having insufficient staff of the appropriate seniority and qualifications to ensure its financial 
probity (the Section 151 Officer) who has to have the right accountancy qualifications (so-called CIPFA).  
This has now been rectified.  I happen now to believe that it was the failure of the previous CEO to achieve 
a new structure quickly which contributed to his sudden departure, not withstanding all the bland 
statements from the ruling Group. 
The five Council out sourcing is now considered to have been at best a limited success.  The savings will be 
small (some £2 million over 5 years) and for the disruption and Officer effort required, not to mention 
what is set out in 1 above) probably not worth the effort.  Licencing is to be brought back in house and 
Parks and Parking would be likewise but for the presence of an expensive break clause in the contract.  
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Currently both these services are costing more  than they did in house! 
A special Full Council agreed that Part 2 of the Local Plan could now go out to public consultation to be 
followed by an Examination in Public.  Our Group had reservations and in spite of a tight time table wished 
to have two matters sorted beforehand.  One was the effect of the new housing figures which are now 
much lower recently published by HM Government, the other was an unresolved disagreement with the 
County over some safeguarded in Sunningwell putatively for a cycle track and bus lane to a future park 
and ride at Lodge Hill.  We did not think it a good idea to proceed with the possibility of a major 
disagreement with the most important statutory consultee unresolved. 

230.17 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston  

Work has now started on Part 2 of the newly adopted Waste and Minerals Plan.  I am on the advisory 

group doing the work.  We have had the first meeting and so far it looks like being less stormy than the 

similar work on Part 1.  It is hoped to complete the work in about 2 years. 

The budget process has started, and it does not look good news, I feel certain that there will be further 

cuts because of the rapidly rising costs of both Children's and Adult Social Services. 

I can get no further information on railway electrification, some rumours talk about a pause until 2040!  

This would mean delaying progress for a generation, nowhere in the world to my knowledge has such an 

extraordinary step been mooted.   

 

231.17 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION - None 

  

Meeting Closed at 9.35 pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


