
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
11 January 2018 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather   

Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Mason  Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Robinson Cllr. Smith  

     

In Attendance: 2 members of the public and Rachel Brown (Clerk)  

 

291.17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Jennings and District Councillor Blagrove. Cllr. Johnston sent apologies 

for lateness. 

 

292.17 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

293.17 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

294.17 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 14 December 2017 as a true record. 

 

295.17 CO-OPTION TO FILL THE VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Three people had asked to be considered for the co-options. They were as follows: 

• Scott Powles  • Amanda Jempson • Charles Thomas 

A ballot was held and Ms. Jempson was elected to serve on the Parish Council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the two unsuccessful candidates and thank them for their interest recommending 

they show their interest again in May 2019. 

 

296.17 REPORT OF THE CLERK   
New issues during the month  

A Problems occurred when making the online banking payments, as only four payments went through 

despite all of them saying that they had been authorised. The problem was eventually attributed to the 

way the two bank accounts have been set up, but should not occur in the future. Clerk will now provide 

council with the total sum to be transferred from Business Premium Account into Community Account to 

cover the month’s payments. 

B Some trees at Forest Side had branches damaged in the snow, which were hanging down but still attached 

to the tree. Clerk, Chairman and Vice-Chairman arranged for these to be removed due to the potential 

danger. 

297.17 It was resolved that Council would retrospectively approve this work to be undertaken.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

C Resident called regarding the state of the pavement outside 16 Bagley Close, which is badly damaged and 

has injured two people. The street lights are broken in the area, making it very dangerous in the dark. This 

has already been reported to Oxfordshire County Council. Highways Team have cordoned off the area and 

it will be fixed as soon as possible. 

D Hampshire County Council (on behalf of Oxfordshire County Council) emailed regarding their new 

payment system – Clerk is registering the parish council for supplier self-service. 

E Resident called regarding the street light down Cow Lane – he has been told that someone came to fix the 

light but was unable to gain access. Clerk has contacted the Liaison Team at Oxfordshire County Council to 

request that they call beforehand so access can be arranged.  
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F Concerned resident called regarding a person on the 35 bus who is regularly aggressive to other 

passengers. Clerk passed the details on to the PCSO and suggested he reports on 101 if it happens in 

future. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the bus company to inform them of the incidents. 

 

G Email from reporter at Oxford Mail and Oxford Times, requesting to be added to the mailing list and sent 

copies of the agenda. Clerk advised that there is no mailing list, and sent the link to the website where 

copies of the agenda are posted in advance of meetings. 

H During the snowy weather, a large branch fell off a tree in a front garden into Kennington Road. Clerk 

contacted Highways Team to request that the property owner undertakes an assessment of the tree. 

I Press release from Vale of White Horse District Council stated that Kennington Parish Council was 

awarded a grant of £4750 towards the cost of the pavilion rebuild feasibility study. Clerk contacted the 

Communications department to advise that this figure is incorrect – we were awarded £1781. Apology 

received from VOWH Communications. 

J Resident has complained about the footpath from Poplar Grove to The Avenue, which results in you 

walking on the grass verge outside someone’s house. Clerk reported to Oxfordshire County Council. 

 

Continuing issues  

K Informed by the bus shelter repair company that more damage had been done to the shelter than initially 

thought. They have submitted an amended quote which has been forwarded to the insurance company. 

The insurance company have confirmed that they will meet the additional cost, but the work has been 

delayed until the beginning of March. 

L Precept form for 2018-19 has been submitted to VOWH District Council 

M Informed by the Highways Team that the bridge at Old Abingdon Road is due to be repaired at the end of 

January. The delay has been due to the land underneath being an ancient monument, so traffic lights will 

be needed while the work is being done. 

N Letter received from Grants Team at VOWH confirming the grant application was successful up to 37.49% 

of the cost of the pavilion rebuild feasibility study (capped at £1,781). Clerk, Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

have signed and returned the form to accept the grant. Clerk has arranged for the feasibility study to 

begin. 

O Clerk has requested BGG to undertake the work at Cow Lane. This will be done tomorrow.  

P Mr Symes contacted the Clerk to advise that he is happy to act as the internal auditor again next year. 

Q Clerk will include an article in the next Chronicle and the website about possible defibrillator courses. So 

far, four people have expressed an interest but fifteen are needed to run the course. 

R Clerk advised Andy Severn that job vacancies cannot be advertised on the website but that they could be 

posted on Kennington Connected. Clerk requested bank details in order to pay honorarium for 

maintaining the parish council website. 

S Quotation from Scorpion Signs has been accepted for two Children at Play signs. The signs are due to be 

installed within the next week. 

T Press release from VOWH indicated that Playfield Rd playing field car park would be used as a collection 

point for real Christmas trees. Clerk contacted VOWH to confirm that trees have been left, so they will 

need collecting. 

U Quarterly VAT reclaim form has been sent to HMRC.  

V Community Governance Review CGR_B(21) – VOWH have made the final decision: 
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“…to make no change to the boundary between Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell and South Hinksey 

and Cumnor. In doing so the committee encouraged parish councils to liaise with each other prior to the 

submission of future requests for a community governance review which could impact on the area of a 

neighbouring parish.” 

  

298.17 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Requests for grants 

A Kennington Whist Club requested a grant to help with the rent of the Kennington Village Hall.  The Club 

meets each month.   

299.17 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to Kennington Whist Club.  This was proposed by 

Cllr. Smith seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

300.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £120, seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed 9 

votes to 1. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Kennington Whist Club to inform them of the Council’s decision. 

 

B Oxfordshire Association for the Blind requested a grant towards their work supporting local visually 

impaired people. 

301.17 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to Oxfordshire Association for the Blind.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

302.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Gelder to grant the sum of £250, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Oxfordshire Association for the Blind to inform them of the Council’s decision. 

 

C River Thames Society membership renewal is due, at a cost of £15 per annum. 

303.17 It was resolved that Council would renew its membership with the River Thames Society at a cost of £15.  

This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew Council’s membership with River Thames Society. 

 

D Enrych Oxfordshire have requested a grant towards their work supporting adults with physical disabilities 

and their volunteers, so they are able to access leisure and learning activities. 

304.17 It was resolved that Council would request further information from Enrych Oxfordshire. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Enrych Oxfordshire requesting further information and sending a copy of the grants 

policy. 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action  

E Oaken Holt Estate – would like to discuss ways the home could reach out and support the local community 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request a meeting between the Clerk and Oaken Holt Estate 

 

F Vale of White Horse – Registration of Interests amendments form 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send Cllrs. Feather and Robinson a copy of the Registration of Interests amendments form. 

 

G The Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Part 2 – Site Allocations: Informal Consultation and 

Renewed Call for Site Nominations was noted. 
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H Thames Valley Police – Community Policing Awards 2018 – Nominations now open – forwarded to 

councillors.  

305.17 It was resolved that PC Carl Bryant would be nominated. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit nomination for the Community Policing Awards 2018. 

 

I Julia Kent asked about the lease for the playing fields, but has been advised that this is no longer needed. 

 

Correspondence for information  

J Civic Voice – War Memorial News 

K VOWH – Confirmation of Public Footpath Kennington No 4 (pt) (Tandem footbridge) Public 

Path Diversion Order 2017 V2 

L Rural Services Network – Weekly Email News Digest 

M CPRE – monthly newsletter 

N Public Sector Executive Online – weekly newsletter 

O Thames Tap – property newsletter 

P Cotswold Life Business – This week’s news and updates 

Q Fairtrade Foundation – Regular newsletter 

R OALC – monthly newsletter 

S HMRC – Changes to VAT126 claim forms 

T PSMA newsletter 

U Healthwatch Oxfordshire Briefing 

V Notification of Roadworks – A34 Hinksey Hill Interchange – forwarded to councillors and 

added to website and Facebook 

W RAF Brize Norton Consultation for Airspace Change Proposal 

X London Oxford Airport Consultation 

Y Vulnerable Registration Service – Identifying customers in vulnerable situations 

Z VOWH – Waste has never bin so easy with new smartphone app 

AA Oxfordshire County Council – monthly Oxfordshire Matters newsletter 

AB Low Carbon Hub – Your final update on Sandford Hydro 

AC Radley Parish Council – Development update 

AD RBS – Rialtas New Newsletter  

AE Oxfordshire County Council – changes to pension scheme administration 

AF Active Places – Sport England Newsletter 

AG MacIntyre – letter of thanks for donation of £200 from Carols Around the Tree 

 

Cllr. Johnston joined the meeting, 

 

306.17 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29 December 2017 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £149,935.30 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,247.68 

Sub total £158,682.98 

Less outstanding cheques £947.10 

Total £157,735.98 
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Income in December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in January 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payment 

ref. 2017/… 
 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 

 

031 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 

Wheelie bin exchange in January 

£87.36 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

 

   

South Oxfordshire District Council 
Playfield Rd pavilion hire  

£20.00 

Kennington Village Hall 
Litter picking contribution April 2017 – March 2018 

£540.80 

Barclays Bank 

Interest received 4 Sep – 3 Dec 2017 

£27.99 

Reference 
No. 2017/… 

   Power to Act 
 

018 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for December less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,038.75 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

019 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for December 

£320.22 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

020 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£147.58 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

021 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for January & 1 extra hr for grit bins less tax                       

£89.72 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

022 TCL Group 
Supply bottom “Traverse” rope for The Links play area 

£111.66 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

023 Mrs R L Brown 
Annual working from home allowance  

£216.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

024 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for January 

£40.00 Section 134(4) 
LGA 1972 

025 Ringrose Tree Services Ltd. 
Cut back snow damaged trees at Forest Side 

£960.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

026 Andy Severn 
Honorarium for website maintainer (min nos. 212.17 & 

273.17) 

£200.00 Section 142  
LGA 1972 

027 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Copy of The Good Councillor’s Guide 

£5.20 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

028 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for December 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 

£542.52 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

029 Euroffice Ltd 
3x black ink cartridges, A4 envelopes, lever arch files, 

box files, button files 

£119.74 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

030 Green Thumb 

Autumn/Winter treatment for War Memorial grass 

£57.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 
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307.17 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 
(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   

308.17 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted unanimously. 

 

309.17 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 2 January 2018 were noted.    

 

310.17 BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION 

 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham reported that she has had a look for a few ideas and guidelines, which will be 

brought to the next meeting. A sub-committee has been formed, which will report back at the next 

meeting. 

 

311.17 VILLAGE FLOWER BASKETS 

 It was agreed that MacIntyre would be approached to ask if they would like to get involved with preparing 

the flower baskets. They have been looking for ways in which they could become more involved in the 

community. More inserts will need to be purchased for the winter flower baskets. 

  

312.17 VIEWS ON PROVISION OF RETAIL UNIT OR COMMUNITY BUILDING IN SOUTH KENNINGTON 

DEVELOPMENT 

 Representatives from Kennington Parish Council, Radley Parish Council and the Benefice will be meeting 

next week to discuss the outline planning application, as Redrow do not feel that they are in a position to 

provide both a retail unit and a community space. 

313.17 It was resolved that a community building would be requested, rather than a retail unit. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

 

314.17 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

315.17 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 Botley and Kennington are due to merge with another practice, but the details of this are to be confirmed. 

There will be a joint PPG meeting on Monday in Kennington, and a talk in Botley on 21 February regarding 

Alcoholics Anonymous. 

316.17 Cllr. Mason – Friends of Kennington Library 

 There will be an event in April to raise funds for the library – details will be in the Chronicle. 

317.17 Cllr. Charlett – Kennington Village Hall  

 There have been ongoing discussions regarding the Youth Club lease. There have been a change of 

trustees and committee in the past few months, and a clause in the contract regarding concessionary rent 

has been causing problems. The solicitor has advised that the youth club accepts the nominal rent 

increase and agrees to a five year lease agreement. The rent is being paid by the library and MacIntyre, so 

all is looking good at the moment. 

318.17 Cllr. Charlett – NAG Group 

 South Hinksey, Radley and Kennington will meet with PC Carl Bryant on 15 February in the village hall, 

with a view to starting a Neighbourhood Action Group between the three parishes. 

 

319.17 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

320.17 Cllr. Mason reported that he has tried the yellow bikes, and has found that it is a good system. The bikes 

seem to be collected fairly regularly. 
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 During the recent strong winds, many bins fell over, causing litter to be spread around and resulted in the 

village looking a mess. 

321.17 Cllr. Robinson reported that the BT phone box is still at the end of Edward Road, despite BT saying that it 

would be gone by the end of December.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact BT regarding the empty phone box. 

 
322,17 Cllr. Smith reported that the grit bins need to be refilled around the village. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request that Oxfordshire County Council refills them. 

 
323.17 Cllr. Feather reported that the finish of the road repairs along Kennington Road is very poor and the work 

at the bottom of Edward Road is already crumbling away. There is a massive pothole outside 97 
Kennington Road which was missed in the recent work. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the Director of Environment & Economy and Cllr. Yvonne Constance regarding the 

poor state of the repairs. 

 
324.17 Cllr. Bakewell enquired whether Kennington could hold a cinema club in the village hall. There may be 

difficulties finding a free evening at the village hall, but either of the church halls could be used. 
There is a van parked down St Swithun’s Road which has been there for several months. Cllr. Charlett 
advised that it is taxed and MOT’d so there is nothing that can be done. 

325.17 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham enquired about the empty property on Simpsons Way, which has been previously 
reported. Cllr. Johnston will look into this. 

 

326.17 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

327.17 Cllr. Blagrove 

New Joint Housing Strategy - Vale & South have worked together to create a joint housing strategy to 

assist the Districts in delivering its housing need alongside either adopted or emerging local plans.  The 

plan in full can be found here: whitehorsedc.gov.uk/housingstrategy In adopting the new strategy the 

councils are taking on an 'enabler’ role to ensure that the required number of new homes can be delivered 

(as in the developers timescales are achievable), which are also of the right type to meet local need (in line 

with SHMA, neighbourhood plans etc). 

IT Issues (email & Expenses) - I have continued to work with officers, and councillors, on this and from an 

email point of view things seem to have improved.  Some councillors are still experiencing issues with 

expenses.  Having never claimed any I am unfamiliar with the process but hope to work with officers to 

identify issues and get them fixed accordingly, once done I would like to look at an improved 

communication process for councillors and council staff alike. 

Waste Collections - Naturally over Christmas and the New Year there is always some disruption and 

changes to collections.  I hope collections in Kennington have been OK but if the PC knows of any issues (in 

2017 Grundy crescent was affected) please let me know if they have not been reported directly to BIFFA. 

 

328.17 Cllr. Johnston 

The issues with emails and expenses are due to the 5 Councils outsourcing, which has been a fiasco. The 

process to access emails and expenses is horrendous, with a three-stage verification process, which is very 

complicated. The outsourcing has saved a maximum of £400,000, rather than the expected £2million. For 

example, car parking and licencing are costing more to outsource, so will be coming back in house. 

Oxfordshire County Council has formally objected to the Local Plan, due to the proposed bus lane between 

Dalton Barracks and Lodge Hill, which may be found to be unsound. 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/housingstrategy2017
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With regards to the old jail, the proposals to defer payments are to be decided on. 

 

329.17 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

There has been a problem with Fix My Street reporting in Kennington – this was taken up with the Director 

of Environment & Economy and reports are now getting through. The repairs to Kennington Road have 

been outsourced to SKANSKA, but the workmanship is shoddy.  

The County Council has received £215 million on behalf of Oxfordshire, and the six councils have put 

together a response on what to spend this on and in what order. The first priority will be Didcot Garden 

City, which includes a new Thames crossing near Culham. The second priority is improvements to the A40 

west of Oxford, following by the Oxford Gateway in north Oxford. The government response should be 

received in two months. 

The slip roads at Lodge Hill are progressing, and the officers would like to do a presentation to the parish 

council once the proposals are more fully formed. No compulsory purchase orders have been necessary. 

Modelling on the effects of the slip road has shown a minimal effect on Kennington, but there is some 

scepticism around this. 

There have been hints from the National Infrastructure Commission that the proposed Oxford-Cambridge 

Expressway will be built parallel to the East-West train link, therefore would run North of Oxford. 

 

330.17 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Best Kept Garden competition 

 

331.17 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 

332.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston that the Clerk will undertake an audit of the website and report 

back to the Council at a future meeting. This was seconded by Cllr. Bakewell and agreed unanimously. It 

was agreed that the Clerk will become responsible for maintaining the website in the future.  

ACTION FOR CLERK –Undertake an audit of the website and report back at a future meeting. 

 
 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:23 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


