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Cllr. Colin Charlett, the Chairman of the Parish Council, took the Chair.  
He welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting and introduced Kennington’s new Clerk Rachel Brown, 
who is to start on 1 May 2017. 
In attendance: There were 24 residents, Mrs Anne Feather (retiring Parish Clerk) and Mrs Rachel Brown (new 
Parish Clerk) 
Apologies: Helen Atkinson; Pamela Allen; PCSO Zack Earl; Robin Mason; Rosemary Aldgate; Christine 
Ravenscroft; Jo Lees and Revd. Rosemary Davis 
1. Minutes of last Annual Parish Meeting  
The Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 7 April 2016 in the Kennington Village Hall at 
7.30pm, were circulated by the Clerk.  The meeting approved the minutes and they were signed by the 
Chairman as a true record. 
2. Chairman’s Report 
This is my fourth report as Chairman of the Parish Council. Hopefully it gets a little better presented each time. 
ROADS As I said in last year’s report, the state of the roads in the Village is a continuing cause for concern.  It 
seems that every time there are problems to the South of Oxford, the roads through Kennington bear the 
brunt of the problem.  The main road is in a deplorable state from the Church to the junction with Old 
Abingdon Road, also sections of the Avenue although the stretch between Playfield Road and St Swithun’s 
Road is due to be done this year.  Let’s hope they order enough tarmac this time. Poplar Grove is also in a 
dreadful state but given the County Council’s claim to have no funds I would imagine that will be way down 
the list, as will the other side roads.  There are ongoing problems in Sandford Lane with the number of vehicles 
going to the industrial estate and lorries that are too high to go under the bridge either reversing back up the 
lane or turning into the Cemetery entrance and ripping the verges up.  Parking is also a cause for concern, 
especially the corner of Playfield Road, outside the Coop and the Corner of Poplar Grove.  It is illegal to park 
within ten metres of a junction; vehicles in Playfield Road almost hang out into the Avenue.  The increasing 
number of properties being turned into flats also increases the parking problems. I won’t even mention the 
School parking, a problem the Council have been trying to solve for years. The number of vehicles parking 
along Kennington Road is severely restricting traffic flows and is having an impact on the buses keeping to the 
time table. It would appear that some areas of the village is being used as a park and ride and unfortunately 
unless these vehicles are causing an obstruction the police are unable to take any action.   
GRASS CUTTING AND MAINTENANCE Our grass cutting grant from the County this year was £2334.96 which 
was half of the 2014-15 grant, however we still maintained our previous schedule of cutting and Maintenance. 
We inspect our trees twice a year and this year saw the limes in the playing field trimmed back, also the hedge 
between the playing and Memorial field was trimmed, this will be done annually in future to keep it in good 
shape. 
LITTER AND DOG FOULING We have had various outbreaks of fly tipping.  Forest Side car park and the 
entrance to Kendal Copse East seem particular favourites and although the latter is not in the Village it is on 
our boundary and spoils the approach.  The main area for general litter is behind the Village Hall where the 
younger generation congregate.  The heavy concrete bin we put there was rolled back down the steps after 
two days.  It must have taken more effort than putting the litter in it!  Since the introduction of dog poo bags 
at the two playing fields the problem has decreased but some owners still fail to clear up after their pets. 
PLANNING The South Kennington (Radley) development was approved in the inspector’s enquiry into the 
Local Plan along with various other developments around Radley and North Abingdon which will almost 
certainly impact on the traffic through Kennington.  More and more of the plans that the Parish Council are 
asked to comment on are for flats, this leads to more parking on the roads.  We are only asked for a view, we 
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don’t make the decision, so please don’t blame us.  If you receive a notification about a development that will 
affect you please make your views known to the Vale planners and copy your letter to the Parish Council. 
FLOODING  Fortunately, we have had no major problem other than Sandford Lane when the pumping station 
stops or the culvert blocks.  The Oxford Flood relief channel proposal is going forward and it seems that it may 
cause traffic problems for Kennington as they may have to close part of the old Abingdon Road off for up to six 
months.  It will probably have a major impact on Kendal Copse east, a shame after all the voluntary effort that 
went into it. 
VANDALISM The referendum campaign saw the bus shelters at the south end covered in leaflets.  A rather 
more serious incident occurred at the Links play area when bottles were smashed all over the play equipment 
and grass.  Luckily it was cleared up before any children were injured. Also at the Links obscenities were 
sprayed on the dry stone wall with red paint. The cost of clearing up after these incidents comes out of your 
Council tax. 
VILLAGE EVENTS The best kept garden was run to a different format this time and although people seemed 
reluctant to enter, the gardens that did were of a very high standard.  As Peter Biggs indicated last year he 
would not be overseeing it in future, the Council have advertised for someone to take on the organisation of 
it, so far without success. It looks as though this could have been the last one. Such a shame.  The Carols 
around the tree was again well attended as was the Remembrance Day Service at the War Memorial.  
Hopefully the new sound system allowed everyone to hear what was going on. Many thanks to all who helped 
with these events, we have booked Father Christmas again for next year.  Special thanks also to the caterers 
for the mince pies and mulled wine after the Carols. 
MISCELLANEOUS The Council have followed up complaints about the bus service with the bus company with 
varying degrees of success.  Obviously, with all the traffic problems around Oxford, it is not always their fault.  
There have been some noise problems from the works at the hydroelectric site at Sandford and also from the 
rail electrification.  Hopefully the former is going to be concluded in 2017.  The Playing Field Committee felt 
they were no longer able to undertake the management of the field, and as the owners, the Parish Council 
have now taken over that duty which has resulted in more work for the clerk and an increase in her hours.  
Some long needed refurbishment of the Pavilion is under way.  Sadly, it seems that the Fairtrade committee in 
the Village is very short of members and have decided to call it a day.  If anyone is interested in getting 
involved I am sure Robin Mason will be able to give them some advice.  The Youth Club also has been 
struggling and if anyone is able to offer any help in their direction, Roy King is the person to see.  A fourth 
defibrillator was installed this year and is situated at the corner of Meadow View Road and Poplar Grove.  We 
arranged some defibrillator training sessions this year which were reasonably well attended.  We would like to 
arrange some more, so if anyone is interested, please let the Clerk know.  You may help to save a life. Our 
thanks to Dick Tracey and Ian Jones of SCAS for their help with these.  Our thanks to Margaret Biggs and Alison 
Peedell for looking after the garden at the War Memorial.  On your behalf I would like to thank all members of 
the Council for their time and especially our Clerk, Anne Feather, who has sadly decided to retire in April. She 
has been with us for five years and will be a hard act to follow. We wish her well. 
3. Financial Statement for 2016-17 
The Clerk presented the financial statement for 2016-2017. She reported that the total expenditure in 2016-
2017 was £74,560. This was an increase of some £2,360 on the previous year. Income was £92,562 of which 
£85,453 came from the precept. Other income was from the County Council’s grant for the highway verge 
cutting of £2335; the penultimate decreasing Vale of White Horse district Council grant of £1,579, and income 
of £5461 being from both the Cricket and Football Clubs along with the balance of the outgoing Playing Fields 
associations funds.  Mr Symes is in the process of carrying out the internal audit. The Clerk reported that the 
Parish Precept for 2017-2018 is set at £87,699 which costs a Band ’D’ property £52.37 per year. This is an 
increase of £1.03 on the Band D property.  
4. Matters arising from the reports 
None 
5. Report of the District Councillor – Cllr. Blagrove reported as follows: 
Good evening, thank you to Colin and the Parish Council for inviting me to give a few words on District Council 
matters regarding the past 12 months. While much has been done for clarity I would like to focus on two main 
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areas.  As always residents are very welcome to contact me regarding any district council matters, as many do, 
and I will assist as and when possible. Local Plan Part 1 - This was adopted in December 2016 by council and 
covers a large amount of housing sites identified.  This includes several in Radley & North Abingdon, most 
significant to Kennington village is the site marked South Kennington (Radley Parish).  This is for circa 270 
homes, subject to master planning.  As submissions for this site arise I will ensure all measures are considered 
and taken regarding infrastructure and disturbance to the current residents.  I will also be looking to ensure 
the targeted 35% of home come under the affordable housing banner.  This could lead to (up to) 81 affordable 
homes in the outskirts of the village available to those most in need of a roof over their head. The Future of 
Local Councils - Over the past year the Vale has been working on a submission to dissolve the current 2 tier 
council structure (meaning all 6 current councils are abolished) and a unitary structure be put in place.  This 
has culminated in the submission, alongside the County Council and South Oxon District Council of the 'Better 
Oxfordshire' submission.  While this has been delivered to the secretary of state the announcement of the 
General Election for 8th June will have either a small impact on the timeline or a large impact, as and when I 
discover anything I shall report it to the Parish Council. Lastly I would like to pay thanks to the retiring Clerk for 
all her assistance over the past two years and wish her well for the future. 
5.1 Report of the District Councillor – Cllr. Johnston reported as follows: 
1.  The major preoccupation of the Vale of White Horse DC over the last year has been the Local Plan.  Part 1 
was ratified by Full Council in December.  This was followed immediately by Part 2 which laid out all the sites 
where development would be permitted up to the end of the Plan in 2031.  The draft on which consultation is 
still continuing contained no new provisions for taking further sites locally out of the Green Belt.  This 
consultation ends and the start of May and hopefully will be concluded in the Summer.  A major surprise was 
the provision for up to 1,200 houses on what will become a brown field site at Dalton Barracks in Shippon.  
This site is expected to be vacated by the MOD by 2023, which fits into the timetable which runs until 2031. 
2.  The Vale has also been consulting on the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).  This has also had its 
examination in public and the only departure from the consultation is a likely recommendation from the 
Inspector that Care Homes become exempt from the levy.  The consultation ends shortly and the CIL should be 
in place by June.  It is intended to provide funds for much lacking infrastructure. 
3.  The Vale has also been embarking on a major outsourcing of back office functions with 4 other Councils.  
Large savings were promised but have yet to be seen.  There are rumours of problems and for certain it would 
appear that Capita is several months behind on the payroll part of the project. 
6. Report of County Councillor - Cllr. Bob Johnston reported as follows: 
For the last year the County has been almost wholly pre-occupied by the bid to bring unitary local government 
to Oxfordshire.  In conjunction with the Vale and SODC the County has submitted a bid to DCLG entitled "A 
New Council for a Better Oxfordshire".  This proposes a single County wide unitary to be run by devolved area 
boards.  If implemented it should save up to £22 million pounds per annum through the slimming down of 
senior officers and the elimination of duplication in for example waste collection and management.  It is not 
known whether the impending GE will impact on the bid.  There is much speculation from an early decision 
this side of the GE to a delay of up to two years.  We shall see. The main matter to report is that the new 
County Council after the 4th of May will be very different.  This is because no less than 17 members have 
stood down.  Given that the electorate is in a very volatile mood the number of new members could be that 
much higher.  This means the loss of a huge amount of knowledge and experience.  This has the most effect 
on Committees which have a quasi-judicial function, especially Planning and Regulation, the Pensions 
Committee and the Employees Joint Consultative Committee.  In the case of the Pensions Committee as few 
as 2 of the 9 current members could be there after the 4th.  This is a very important Committee which 
oversees the 2 billion pound Local Government Pensions Scheme which has 65,000 members.  The Officers are 
putting in place one of the most stringent induction programmes they have ever mounted.  Even given that 
the new members will be on a very steep learning curve. 
7. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations 
7.1 1st Kennington Guides – Margaret Biggs (on behalf of Jo Less) reported as follows: 
The unit is thriving with 22 Guides, 4 Adult Leaders and 3 Young Leaders. 
Over the last 12 months we have had an action packed programme and our activities have included: 
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• International themed activities including a visit from a Young Leader taking part in a forthcoming 
service project in Nepal 

• Surveying Kennington’s waterways as part of the Thames Water for Wildlife survey 
• Badger watching at Wytham Woods as part of an organised visit 
• Taking part in the Grow Wild initiative from Kew Gardens by planting seeds, building bee houses and 

creating wormeries 
• Attending camps, sleepovers, night hikes and a trip to Blenheim Palace for the Christmas lights 
• Celebrating the Queen and Prince Phillip’s birthdays 
• Creating and leaving posies around the village as part of the Lonely Bouquet scheme 
• Rounders, BBQs and campfires 
• Completing Defibrillator training and our first aid badge with the help of Dick Tracy from South Central 

Ambulance Service  
• Taking part in the village Act of Remembrance parade and service 
• Celebrating festivals from different faiths 
• Watching our members in the KADS panto 
• Discovering science and taking part in experiments at the Oxfordshire Guide Science Taster Day at the 

University of Oxford. 
• Health, wellbeing and fitness activities 
• Stargazing at Girlguiding Abingdon School 
• Fundraising at the Girlguiding Thames District Table Top Sale in the Kennington Village Centre. 
We have 10 members of the unit attending the Girlguiding Abingdon Division trip to Switzerland in 2018. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the people of Kennington for their support over the years and 
hope we can continue to be of service 
7.2 Kennington Parish Path Warden Officer – Jim Parke reported as follows: 
The Public Rights of Way in the Parish of Kennington were checked earlier this year and found to be generally 
in good shape. At present there are no path problems listed for the parish on the Oxfordshire County Council 
Countryside Access Team’s database. The improvement made to the surface of the Thames National Trail 
between the Southern Bypass and the railway bridge two years ago is still evident in spite of some flooding 
during the winter season.  However one problem on the Trail is very evident and that is the amount of litter 
that is left on the path. I undertake a litter patrol 6 times a year, each time I walk from the Bypass bridge to 
Sandford Lock I usually collect two large sackfuls of litter; beer and soft drink cans, plastic bottles of all sizes, 
crisp packets,, plastic bags, bottles, fast food containers and miscellaneous paper. The most bizarre litter 
consisted of a number of used fireworks left on the river bank after Bonfire Night. 
7.3 Friends of Kendall Copse – Roger Gelder reported as follows: 
Information regarding the future of Kendall Copse has been gathered over the past 12 months from the 
Environment Agency, finally being fully detailed in early March this year.  In the mid 2016 the route of the 
proposed Oxford Flood Relief Channel was revealed to cross the Old Abingdon Road, Kennington Road and 
Kendall Copse Eastern field.  He channel crossing the Old Abingdon Road will be via a culvert 8 metres wide, 4 
metres deep, possibly impacting the corner of Kendall Copse West, although details are still unknown to what 
extent that will happen.  It was further revealed that as much as 80% of the layout of Kendall Copse East was 
likely to be disrupted by the proposed Oxford Flood Relief Channel crossing this field.  This channel is expected 
to be 16 metres wide, 4 metres deep and together with a concrete duct construction plant located within the 
field, will undo much of the planting previously undertaken by the people of Kennington.  The concrete plant is 
to enable culvert construction to be carried out in-situ for the extended channel to pass beneath the A423 on 
into the Kennington Pool.  Whilst this result is regrettable, it must not be forgotten that up to 200 households 
in Oxford City have been flooded on more than one occasion in the past decade and this work is expected to 
greatly reduce flooding in the future. 
7.4 Kennington Amateur Drama Society (KADS) – Alan Cobb reported as follows: 
We have had a successful year Alice in Wonderland gave the opportunity of the younger members to shine, 
followed by Sinbad the Sailor Panto which was a great success and introduced new members.  We were also 
able to have students from Abingdon College Drama section to help with sound, lighting and make up as a 
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work experience exercise and hope to engage them this year with our forthcoming pantomime of Beauty and 
The Beast. We are currently in rehearsal for our next show in June of The Wizard Of Oz and again we have 
managed to attract further membership which is good for the Society. We are always in need of both back 
stage and front of house help, and all aspects of production areas so if you are interested please let me know 
we meet every Tuesday at 7:30 here in the Village hall. 
7.5 Kennington Baby and Toddler Group – Alan Cobb (on behalf of Elizabeth Lawson) reported as 
follows: 
Kennington baby and toddler group continue to meet twice a week in the Village centre.  Numbers remain 
good, and we envisage that with the recent closure of the Children's centres locally, we will increase in 
numbers.  We have some marketing plans to promote ourselves further so we remain a viable group. We have 
a selection of toys, and activities which the children are allowed to play with freely. Recently the Parish 
Council, very kindly, awarded us a grant of £300; we plan to buy some new toys and to replace some of the 
more aging ones.  We are grateful for the support of Mary Dennett who continues to run a craft activity with 
the children every other week. In the near future we plan to hold a raffle to raise further funds, and we are 
looking to open for some sessions during the summer holidays. The group, like many others in the village, is 
run by way of committee and like many others are struggling to find and keep committee members.  At the 
end of this academic year we will see 3 of our 5 committee members step down, this may result in a 
temporary closure of the Thursday group, but we are hopeful this will not be the case. We are grateful to the 
families of Kennington who continue to support us and hope that we can continue in the coming years. 
7.6 Kennington Festival Group – Margaret Biggs reported as follows: 
The Group have had another successful year and out youth policy remains stable with our oldest member 
being 102 and a quarter.  The afternoon teas offer a very friendly, social environment for a chat over a cup of 
tea and cake following a game of Bingo or Scrabble.  But it doesn’t end there.  Over the year we have not only 
enjoyed 3 lunches at the hall provided by the Committee but a really splendid one at the Tandem.  Thanks to 
Ryan and Lucy who let us stay there for our afternoon session as well.  We have minibus trips on the 
School/Community Bus4us and the most enjoyable last year was to Yarnton Nurseries followed by tea at 
Annie’s Café at Thrupp and we say thank you to the Chairman of the Parish Council for driving us, round the 
bed so to speak.  We are planning to have a Garden Party at Mary Bakewell’s again and hopefully it won’t rain 
this year and hosting another Strawberry Tea for Breast Cancer Care which raised £75 for them last year.  We 
welcomed Brian Peedell as Treasurer to the Committee and thank you Margaret Young our tea lady for making 
the tea and washing up, with help of course.  A big thank you to our volunteer drivers without whom some of 
our members could not attend. 
7.7 Kennington Good Neighbours – Margaret Biggs reported as follows: 
The Good Neighbours continue to offer transport for those without, to local hospitals, day centres and 
amenities.  The service is free but if parking is necessary then we ask that our clients pay this or use their own 
Blue badges.  We belong to the Oxfordshire Community Network Volunteer Link up and our drivers can apply 
online for a ACTA badge to allow free parking at local hospitals.  We have 15 volunteer drivers who have 
completed about 150 journeys between them over the year but a few more would be very welcome to share 
the load.  We also have a group of drivers who take one person to hospital 3 times a week for treatment.  We 
also have a few volunteers who visit one or two lonely or housebound people on a social basis.  A new village 
list was distributed to all households in the village and we can supply new residents with a copy. 
7.8 Kennington4Fairtrade – Paddy Landau (on behalf of Robin Mason) reported as follows: 
In 2008 a parishioner suggested at the AGM of the Parish Council that Kennington should promote Fairtrade 
within the village. At the next Parish Council meeting the chairman of the PC asked if any councillor would like 
to set up a committee to look at the issue. I volunteered and the first meetings were held. Within a short 
period of time this committee (i) contacted the Fairtrade Foundation in London to identify the requirements 
for Fairtrade village status and (ii) began to make itself felt within the village through contacting all the local 
organisations that used refreshments, asking that they use Fairtrade products whenever possible.....the 
majority did! In the spring of 2009 K4F held its first event within Fairtrade Fortnight promoting bananas. From 
this time until 2016 K4F has promoted Fairtrade issues through Bake-offs; Quizzes; Big Breakfasts; Coffee 
Mornings and Sales of Traidcraft and Fairtrade products; managed interested groups and businesses 
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(especially the Coop) to join our events; ran a successful Diamond Jubilee stall; arranged for CD’s and a 
speaker to talk to parishioners about Fairtrade matters; promoted recipes; written regular articles for the 
Chronicle; worked with the local school whenever possible; had displays in the Health Centre; been reported 
upon in the Oxford Times and Mail; had a patron in Helen Peacocke and sought to actively promote Fairtrade 
matters whenever possible.  Kennington met the criteria required and was declared a Fairtrade Village on 27th 
September 2010. The PC supported us in a very public way by purchasing signs and erecting them at either 
end of the village stating ‘Kennington is a Fairtrade Village’. We have this status until the renewal date of 
07/01/2018. It is with some regret that we have reached a stage with Fairtrade where it is not possible to 
continue with the current level of support and therefore Fairtrade activity from the steering group will cease 
after 2016. The School continues to pursue Fairtrade status under the guidance of Lesley Maskell who has also 
been on the K4F committee. I would like to thank all the parishioners who have supported our efforts; who 
have been on the committee throughout this period and put in time and effort whenever and wherever they 
have been able, especially the current regular members of Remi Preghenella (Treasurer) Asma Mustafa 
(Secretary), and Joe Pitt-Francis (member). K4F has officially a year’s grace before status is withdrawn on 
07/01/2018. During this period it is possible that some Kennington parishioners may come forward and re-
activate K4F. Should this happen then there is a structure upon which Fairtrade activity could rise like a 
phoenix. The Co-op bank account has a balance of £384.39 which has been offered to St Swithun’s School with 
a suggestion that it be used to promote their Fairtrade initiative - maybe to be used for annual prizes for the 
best fairtrade poster or something similar-so far there has been no response.   We believe that the impact of 
Fairtrade has been considerable and there can be few parishioners and children in Kennington who are 
unaware of this international initiative aimed at establishing and supporting fairness and respect for all 
cooperatives around the world who supply us with so much. 
7.9 Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG) – Paddy Landau reported as follows: 
It has been a momentous and tumultuous time for the Kennington Health Centre. Having been absorbed by 
the Botley Medical Centre, with two doctors resigning, we are due to see some things stay the same and some 
change. The Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG) met with the Botley Practice Manager. It also met 
with the Botley PPG to discuss how the two PPGs would continue. Although Botley PPG decided that we 
should merge completely, Kennington PPG felt that this would not serve our locality. Instead, the PPGs will 
remain separate for now, but there will be regular contact between the two PPGs. Botley management is 
aware of the problems that Kennington Health Centre has faced, and is working on all of them, including 
finding replacement doctors. For some time, Botley Medical Centre has had a specialist nurse, who is able to 
prescribe medication, to take some of the demand off the doctors. This has worked well, and so Botley is 
planning the same for Kennington, while keeping the current nurses to continue with their work. The 
Kennington Health Centre website will be updated, although given the priorities, this might take some time to 
do. Non-medical problems and suggestions can be raised directly with the PPG. Its email address can be found 
on the inside front cover of the Kennington Chronicle starting from June; sorry, it's not there this month or 
next. Or, you can ask the Health Centre reception how to contact the Kennington PPG. One small but welcome 
achievement was the refurbishment of Ned the Rocking Horse, which was made possible only by generous 
donations from patients and organisations within the village. A cake sale was held at the Kennington Health 
Centre to refill our coffers, so thank you everyone who donated or participated. 
7.10 Kennington History Society – Linda Andrews reported as follows: 
The Kennington History Society has had another successful year for 2016 and has retained our membership of 
57 people. We have had a wonderful variety of talks including Church Bell Restoration in which our speaker's 
presentation was absolutely outstanding.  2017 is going to be just as fascinating with talks ranging from 
'corsets and the dress movement in Oxford' to 'the shocking history of electricity in medicine and surgery' to 
name only a couple. We are also updating our picture archives in that photos will be put into groups and have 
a voice over telling the stories behind these pictures.  All this will be gradually put on our website.  It will make 
the history of Kennington come alive.  The Society has a yearly annual outing and in 2016 we went to Bath.  
The bus carried about half of members of the Society and the other half were non-members from the 
community.  We had splendid weather and of course, Bath does not disappoint as it has all manner of 
fascinating things to see.  This year, we will be going to Bristol in September and look forward another full bus 
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load.  Full details will be posted around the village in due course.  Our meetings on the 3rd Monday of the 
month at the Methodist Church at 7:30 pm are always well attended and new members very welcome indeed. 
7.11 Kennington Methodist Church – Doreen Biggadike reported as follows: 
Our Sunday Services and Meetings have continued this past year.  Alternative Worship once a month has 
included Taize Service, Café Church, a Songs of Praise Service and a time for Bible Study plus discussion.  
Numbers attending remain small and consist mainly of an elderly congregation.  From November 5 of our 
members have died – Rosalie Whiteley; Sue Ellner; Terry Cale; Tony Daw and Vi Wedderburn.  Rosalie 
Whiteley’s death was sudden and a shock to the congregation.  She gave dedicated service to the church in 
her role as a Church Steward, always willing to get involved in all aspects of church life.  She was always 
cheerful and encouraged many of us in the Faith.  Our other members had all been ill for a while and we 
continue to miss all of them.  On 29 October 2017 we will celebrate the Church’s 50th Anniversary.  We hope 
that there may be a concert arranged for the Saturday and on Sunday there will be a celebration service with a 
bring and share lunch and an exhibition of the past life of the church.  There will be details of any events 
nearer the time in the Kennington Chronicle.  Collections for the Oxford Food Bank and Oxford Homeless 
Pathways still continue and are appreciated.  An annual report from Oxford Food Bank stated that 3,000 
people used the Food Bank in 2015-2016.  So these are certainly worthwhile causes to maintain.  During the 
year the church has given to various charities including Methodist Homes for the Aged; Home and World 
Mission and Action for Children.  This past year has seen a lot of work completed on our church 
building/garden.  Flooring in the kitchen, vestibule and corridor has been replaced.  A fire door was fitted to 
the boiler room and patio slabs re-laid.  A lilac tree and ash tree have been felled which were causing a 
problem on our boundary.  Roof and guttering work has been completed along with exterior decoration.  A 
Licence Agreement has been drawn up between ourselves and Edith Court to allow Edith Court residents to 
use up to ten spaces of the Methodist Church car park.  The church would still want these spaces on certain 
occasions e.g. weddings and funerals.  This would be reviewed annually.  Our minister will be going on a 
sabbatical from April until July this year. Her theme is Art and Christian Spirituality.  We wish her a well-
deserved rest with time to learn new things and inspiration to carry on her work with the churches. 
7.12 Kennington Horticultural Society – Anne Feather (on behalf of Brian Peedell) reported as follows: 
Kennington Horticultural Society (KHS) was founded 1939 and aims to promote horticulture in the village 
through a number of activities. Our annual programme commenced on 1 April and this year includes a number 
of presentational talks/social events, coach outings, and a plant sale; this year on 6 May. In August we are 
running a six day holiday to Chester and Southport show visiting various gardens of interest. On 9 September 
we hold our annual show. Last year’s membership reached an all-time high of 325 probably the highest of any 
organisation in the village. A small committee, assisted from time to time by volunteers serves the KHS. We 
also have a number of vice presidents and honorary vice presidents, many of whom donate to the Society’s 
funds. Apart from VP donations, KHS is fully self-funding and from time to time donates to projects in the 
village. Over the years this has amounted to several hundred pounds. Recently, you will not have failed to see 
the display of purple crocus throughout the village, a joint projected with Oxford Isis Rotary and funded by the 
Society towards eradicating Polio. Last year following the creation of the new War Memorial flower beds the 
society donated plants and members took over the maintenance. We received a significant number of 
favourable comment and aim to continue the project this year. Full programme details and other KHS 
information is published in the Kennington Chronicle... We now have our own website at: 
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk 
7.13 Kennington Strollers – Colin Smith (on behalf of Rosemary Aldgate) reported as follows: 
2017 will be the fifth year that Kennington Strollers have offered free short walks around the playing field at 
Playfield Road. The aim of the group is to keep people active and mobile, especially if they have an on-going 
health problem and need to start exercising in a gentle way gradually building up strength, or recovering 
mobility after illness or surgery. This year we are offering ten short walks between May and the end of 
September on the first and third Tuesday of the month at 2pm. The strolls are simply laps around the playing 
field, which is a safe space in which to take exercise as there are benches if people need to take a rest, also the 
field is flat and well maintained. Once participants have done as may laps as they please, (which in some cases 
may only be one), we then have a cup of tea and a chat in the Pavilion, which gives people the opportunity to 

http://www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk/
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get to know each other. Kennington Strollers is no longer part of Walking for Health (the national scheme run 
by the Ramblers) but we still follow their good practice and aim to provide safe, short, accessible walks for the 
local community. We have five helpers who are willing to walk around the field with walkers if they need a bit 
of support and encouragement.  We can accommodate up to ten walkers who want to improve their mobility 
and general well-being. We welcome walkers of all ages, who want to get out more in the better weather and 
take some gentle walking exercise in a pleasant place. 
7.14 Kennington Village Hall – Colin Charlett reported as follows: 
2016 was a year of mixed fortune for the Village Hall. Our finances were severely affected by the closure of 
the Social Club and the unpaid rent that owed. We also incurred considerable expense in carrying out remedial 
work to make it safe to offer for rent and to clear out all the rubbish etc that was left on site. On the plus side 
we acquired new tenants from July who were willing to carry out internal works to bring it up to standard and 
have taken a ten year lease at considerably more than the Club were paying. Also on the plus side the County 
Council signed a new lease for an increased rent for the library, the first increase since the Hall opened over 
twenty five years ago. Despite this we still sustained a loss of £2284. Lettings continued to be stable and we 
have decided that the hire charges for 2017 would not increase. Vandalism has been curbed slightly with the 
installation of the CCTV, which we have now extended to cover the patio area at the back. The Police have 
visited the offenders on three occasions after we identified them on recording. Maintenance continues to be 
an ongoing expense as the Hall is now showing its age, but to attract bookings you have to provide an 
attractive facility. We take our responsibility to Hirers seriously and carry out all the necessary risk 
assessments and safety checks required of us. Hopefully, with new responsible tenants and the increased 
income, we can look forward to a trouble free year and a return to showing a small profit from lettings. 
7.15 Kennington Youth Club – Roy King reported as follows: 
As some will know the Youth Club has been seeking a leader since October when Tom Guy left us for family 
reasons unconnected with his work in Kennington.  Leaders are hard to find and it wasn’t until recently we 
received an enquiry from an experienced youth worker who the committee will meet next month.  If we can 
agree the details involved in leading Kennington Youth Club we could be up and running again in June.  That is 
propably the easy bit and in other areas things are more challenging. We need sufficient young people to 
enable us to run a successful programme of events.  We have traditionally had no problems with this until last 
year when numbers didn’t rise to acceptable levels at the September intake.  Before we could sort out why 
that was Tom left us for unconnected reasons and Kennington Youth Club ceased.  It left us wondering if 
Kennington wants a Youth Club.  We also need enough back up support to ensure the leader can motivate the 
young people without becoming bogged down in the essential administration when working with youth.  We 
have repeatedly appealed in recent times for volunteers (at least 2 are required before we can open each 
evening) to work as leader assist roughly as teacher assists do at school. Committee members too to help plan 
the administration all Youth Clubs have to undertake.  Kennington hasn’t responded in the past so we live in 
hope for a brighter 2017.  So its watch local media to see if we can restart successfully, for the young 
community, wish us good favour and if you can help speak to me afterwards. 
7.16 Memorial Field – Rachel Sanderson from Oxford Preservation Trust reported as follows: 
Oxford Preservation Trust owns 113 acres of fields in Kennington, over which we permit public access.  The 
fields are the Kennington Memorial Field, bought in 1946, and the riverside meadows from Sandford Lane up 
to the old railway line.  These were acquired from Colin & Olive Walker in 1971, and from John Tait in 2001.  
The Sustrans track and Thames Path run through these fields. Following the disbandment of the Memorial 
Field Committee, Oxford Preservation Trust resumed responsibility for the management of the Memorial Field 
on 1 April 2016.  OPT would like to take this opportunity to thank the many villagers involved with the 
Committee over the last 70 years for their time, dedication and support. The management regime remains the 
same, with the field grazed by cattle from April until the autumn.  By managing the field traditionally, a small 
part of the rural setting of this ancient village is preserved.  In addition to the grazing, two volunteer work 
parties were held on 29 October 2016 and 25 February 2017, to clear scrub from the bank.  These were very 
well attended with many local residents helping the Abingdon Green Gym.  In March, fallen trees were cleared 
from along the stream and boundaries were repaired.  We apologise for the muddy ruts created in the 
process, but these were harrowed smooth as soon as the ground conditions were suitable. The riverside fields 
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are also grazed by cattle and cut for hay when ground and weather conditions permit.  Oxford Preservation 
Trust was disappointed at the anti-social behaviour which took place in the upstream field last autumn with 
boats mooring illegally and illegal camping.  We are grateful to local walkers for letting us know when this 
happened, and to the Kennington police for their assistance with evictions. On a happier note, we were 
relieved to learn that the PAS will no longer run through these riverside fields. In September, the downstream 
field was closed to public access when construction of the Sandford Hydro started.  For public safety reasons, 
a temporary diversion has been put in place diverting walkers away from the river bank to the Sustrans track.  
A temporary access track was laid to take trucks and machinery across the field to the river.  This will be 
removed once construction has been completed, and the good news is that the dry winter means that work is 
on schedule.   
7.17 Kennington Thames Rainbows – Pauline Robinson reported as follows: 
The Rainbows have had another busy year.  Last Easter, we won £50 as 2nd prize in the Hobbycraft Easter 
Bonnet Competition with our rabbit covered entry.  We made a card for the Queen’s 90th birthday and not 
wanting to see him left out, we send a hand-make card to the Duke of Edinburgh for his 95th birthday.  In due 
course we received a Thank you card on behalf of the Queen and a lovely letter from the Duke’s secretary.  
We celebrated The Patron’s lunch in the Methodist Church Hall with Guides from all sections and had special 
badges to mark the day.  As one of the leaders was off to the Icelandic Jamboree, we took the Icelandic 
Challenge, making hobby horses, sheepskin bookmarks and learning about volcanoes and glaciers by eating 
cake and ice cream.  We took part in the Abingdon Rainbow and Brownie Fun Day with a Olympic Games 
theme.  In the autumn we celebrated Beatrix Potter’s 150th birthday with activities linked to her Peter Rabbit 
stories.  We entered the Hobbycraft Halloween signpost Competition which attracted so few entries the prize 
money was equally divided and we won £5.  We took place in the Village Remembrance Service with Rainbows 
laying the Guides wreath.  The inscription was noted by the minister and included in her address. The term 
ended with a Christmas workshop making cards, decorations and ‘Sleeps To….’ Boards.  Father Christmas 
made time to handout the gifts at our party.  The New Year found us celebrating as many festivals as we could.  
We had haggis on Burns Night, made amazing masks for Fiesta and tossed pancakes.  Out Chocolate Tombola 
at the Guides Table Top sale was very popular – there was nothing left over!  With Katy, one of our leaders 
away at University and with rising numbers, we have had a parent rota.  Two Guides, Megan and Raahi, have 
also helped regularly and proved to be excellent assistants. 
7.18 Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild – Pauline Robinson reported as follows: 
Our guild meets once a month on 3 Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm in the Methodist Church.  We have a 
membership of 25 ladies from Kennington, Cumnor, Sunningwell and Southmoor.  Our monthly meetings are 
varied with, outside speakers, this year with an illustrated talk about India’s Golden Triangle and a tiger safari, 
a much loved teddy bear collection and a singing duet entertaining us with our favourite songs.  We also have 
‘in house’ evenings when we encourage our talented members to provide the entertainment.  This helps us 
keep our overheads down as outside speakers can be pricey.  This year we had an Icelandic Challenge Craft 
evening, a cake decorating demonstration, eating the delicious fruit cake afterwards!  A lesson in fused glass 
jewellery and ornaments and a slide show about Canada.  In May we had a talk from a Customs Officer about 
catching smugglers and we invited 2 members from each of the other Oxfordshire Trefoil Guilds to come to 
this talk where we served a buffet supper with all our members providing an agreed plated of food.  We 
visited a delightful private collector’s museum in Sunningwell on a glorious July evening and were treated to a 
cream ‘tea’.  Our Christmas meeting was a feast provided by our committee with seasonal quizzes and games 
afterwards.  We organised a coach trip to The National Memorial Arboretum where we were again fortunate 
with the weather.  We call this a village outing as we have to include people who are not in the Guild to make 
it viable.  Our summer bus trip was more local, just visiting Woodstock and Buford but an enjoyable day out. 
7.19 Friends of Kennington Library – Colin Charlett (on behalf of Hugh Fleming) reported as follows: 
The Friends of Kennington Library have had a successful year supporting the Community Library through 
contributions to Oxfordshire County Council and by the enthusiastic team of volunteers who work alongside 
staff during opening hours. The main fund-raising event was the Caribbean Night last November but we are 
working to broaden our income through business sponsorship and by recruiting more members. Throughout 
the year we put on free monthly events for children: Story Time and Rhyme Time and a free author talk for 
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adults. During the school summer holiday we run weekly Story and Craft sessions allied to the national 
initiative, the Summer Read again free. These are extremely popular. It is these free events which are 
underpinned by the generous grant of £500 from the Parish Council. We are truly grateful. I am pleased to 
report that thanks to the work of the volunteers and the tireless enthusiasm of Dominique, our library 
manager, the use of our library is holding up well in comparison with many others across the nation; long may 
this continue! 
7.20 St Swithun’s Parish Church – Revd Alison Mathew reported as follows: 
Revd. Pam McKellen retired from her position as Rector of the United Benefice of Radley, Sunningwell and 
Kennington, of which St. Swithun’s is a part, in October 2016. During the vacancy, the clergy team have been 
continuing to work across the three parishes with the lay leadership and the congregations. We are very grateful 
for Pam’s service over her 12 years in the area and wish her well in her retirement. Interviews for a full time 
Rector to join the team will be taking place shortly. Over the past year, as well as our regular services, church 
activities have included many social and fund raising events. The Bus Pass group continues to provide a regular 
space for people to socialise over tea parties, outings to the theatre, garden centre etc. The Guild has also 
continued to meet over the past year. Last summer the church hosted a successful afternoon tea party for those 
with a 90th birthday to coincide with the celebrations for the Queen’s 90th - as well as taking part in the regular 
summer fete. Messy Church has grown considerably over the years since it began and is also now a regular, 
monthly service  - suitable for all ages, but particularly family friendly – crafts, breakfast and family friendly 
worship every 3rd Sunday of the month. Links between the church and St. Swithun’s School continue to grow 
and last September Revd Alison Mathew became a Foundation Governor. Over the past year the school has 
visited the church for their leaver’s service, harvest and for Easter Experience. An ‘Open the Book’ story telling 
team continues to participate in fortnightly assemblies and members of the clergy team have attended and 
helped with various school events and assemblies. More recently, the Benefice as a whole has begun to consider 
how they can provide a supportive and helpful response to the issue of the new housing being built on the edge 
of Kennington (and more widely in Radley). To this effect a small group representing the Parish Church Councils 
recently met with both Radley and Kennington Parish Councils. Where possible, we hope to be able to support 
the councils in their work on this and to help welcome those who will eventually move into our surrounding 
communities. As part of Christians Together in Kennington, St. Swithun’s continues to work closely with 
members of the Methodist and Roman Catholic churches.  We have taken four services this past year in both 
Mon Choisy and Kirlena Care Homes and more are planned for the coming year. We have also held ecumenical 
services marking the week of Christian Unity and Women’s World Day of Prayer. We are pleased to continue to 
be involved in well attended and successful community Remembrance and Carol services. St. Swithun’s seeks to 
continue to serve our community as its parish church and to provide a warm welcome for all. 
7.21 Kennington United and Church Choirs – Revd Alison Mathew (on behalf of Christine Ravenscroft) 
reported as follows: 
Another year has passed in the life of the Choirs and we have, again, been busy rehearsing and visiting many 
venues with our concerts and raising a lot of money for local, national and international charities.  We started 
2016 with a performance of Handel: Four Coronation Anthems and Mozart: Requiem in Exeter College Chapel 
and raised £2,009.06 for Sobell House (in memory of Rebecca Martin, a dear friend of the Choirs and one of 
our principals, who sadly died a few weeks before she was due to sing with us).  In June and July we performed 
Gilbert & Sullivan: Ruddigore at Witney, Abingdon and Kennington.  A total of £18,052.71 was raised for 
Christian Aid, The Abingdon Bridge and KOA.  In October we sang Handel: Messiah in the Holywell Music Room 
for The Meningitis Research Foundation raising £1,063.79, and finished the year in December when we gave 
four performances of Gilbert & Sullivan’s Patience at Witney, Abingdon and Kennington and raised the total of 
£11,260.08 for Christian Aid, The Abingdon Bridge and Action for Children.  Some members of the Choirs sang 
Christmas Carols in the Covered Market in December for Save the Children Fund where £192.74 was raised. 
Two weeks ago we performed Dvorak: Stabat Mater in Exeter College Chapel in aid of Medic Assist 
International where we raised £1,192.85. Trevor Cowlett, M.B.E., our Choirmaster, as always, licks us into 
shape every Friday evening and I’m sure you’ll agree, if you attend any of our concerts, that he seems to get 
the best out of us, considering we are amateurs.  We are always grateful to principals from both Oxford and 
Abingdon Operatic Societies who share in our Gilbert & Sullivan concerts, and to solo singers in the county 
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who join us in our spring and autumn oratorio concerts together with our pianists, usually Jamal Sutton.  Our 
thanks also are due to our pianist, Denise Evans, who comes along faithfully every week to help at rehearsals 
and concerts. At present we are rehearsing Gilbert & Sullivan: The Mikado for concerts in Witney, Abingdon 
and Kennington in June and July.  We do hope many of you will be able to come along because we do 
appreciate your faithful support and generous giving to many deserving charities.  Watch out for the posters in 
the village and Kennington Chronicle. If any of you would like to join the Choirs we are always pleased to see 
new singers and you would be most welcome.  Our aim is to produce music of the highest quality in which 
everyone can join, and to have fun in doing so.   More details are on our website ww.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.   
As we have raised £506,427.67 (over half a million!) since the Choirs were formed in 1973 members will be 
celebrating this by participating in an afternoon Steamer Boat trip to Abingdon on 3rd June.  We shall be 
having some entertainment on board, plus a picnic and the Boat will be decorated with balloons, bunting, etc. 
so if you see us when walking on the tow-path please give us a wave! 
8. Suggestions/Comments from Parishioners 
Revd. Alison Mathew was very pleased to hear that the Freshers Fayre was being organised again this year. 
Meeting Closed – 8.55pm        
 
Signed ..........................................................................   Date ............................... 


