
The Future of the Vale
Local Plan 2031 Part 1: consultation on the draft plan

District Council November 2014

Over the past 18 months, we have been working on a plan to set 
out where new housing should go in the Vale of White Horse, as 
well as the jobs, schools, shops, roads and everything else that 
is needed to support them. This is called our Local Plan 2031.

We’ve been developing the latest version of the plan for two years, and twice during 
that time we have asked you what you think about what we’ve proposed. Many of 
you have provided your thoughts, which have helped make a genuine difference. 
Thanks to your contributions we have made significant changes to the plan 
including the location and size of a number of the proposed housing sites.

We want to bring you up to date on what’s changed and how you can have a say 
on the plan and the way it’s been put together.

Early next year, we will be submitting the plan to the government where it will 
be examined by a planning inspector to see if it’s “sound”, which means if it’s 
appropriate, achievable and in line with the government’s policies on planning.

  Introduction

In this leaflet we have explained the following:

›› Our vision

›› Meeting the need for housing

›› Where the housing will go

›› How we will meet affordable housing needs

›› How you can have your say

We want to hear your views – the deadline is Friday 19 December 2014

This consultation is to ask people whether they consider the Local Plan has been 
prepared in accordance with legal requirements, followed the proper procedures 
for consultation and sustainability appraisal, is in accordance with national planning 
policy, is justified by evidence and is achievable. 

This is the final consultation on our plans before its examination in public, so now’s the 
time to have your say (consultation closing on Friday 19 December by 4.30 pm precisely). 
This consultation is more formal than previous stages, so we encourage you to use our 
standard response forms when responding, so we can capture your views accurately. 

Tell us what you think by:

››Viewing the draft Local Plan and the relevant supporting evidence online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/thelocalplan, or at our offices and local libraries 
across the district

››By visiting our consultation website, where you can also read a copy of the local plan 
and then respond online: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/localplanconsultation

››Completing a representation form available from our offices or online. 

What happens next?
All responses received will be submitted with our plans to government for final 
assessment. This will be part of the independent public examination process expected in 
the spring of 2015. If approved, the plan will be adopted as planning policy for the district. 

For further information
Please visit our website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/thelocalplan  
or telephone 01235 540 347

  Have your say

We’d also like to invite you to one of our public meetings we’re holding 
about the Local Plan:

Abingdon Guildhall (The Abbey Hall)  6pm, Wednesday 19 November

The Beacon, Wantage (The Ridgeway room)  6pm, Friday 21 November

Milton Hill House  6pm, Thursday 27 November

Faringdon Corn Exchange  6pm, Tuesday 2 December

How we got to this point
Thanks to your feedback in our previous consultations we’ve made a number of 
changes to the plan, including:

What you said How we responded

Some sites were 
unsuitable due to a range 
of significant issues

Changes to site allocations mean a 
significant number of homes being 
moved to more suitable locations.

You’re worried about 
infrastructure coping

We’re introducing the Community 
Infrastructure Levy, and a comprehensive 
transport improvement package

The Vale will lose its character 
due to unfriendly, generic 
housing developments

We’ve comprehensively overhauled our Design 
Guide to make sure all new developments 
in the Vale are suitable, appropriate and will 
complement and enhance the district

Supporting  
growth in the Vale

District Council
November 2014

  Meeting the need for infrastructure

You told us your biggest concern about the extra housing the 
Vale is being asked to provide is how the local infrastructure 
will cope. This means whether there will be enough things like 
schools, leisure centres, shops and in particular whether or not 
the roads will cope with the extra traffic.

We have created a new document called 
our “Delivering Infrastructure Strategy” which 
describes the ways we’ll raise money for 
infrastructure from developers building in our 
district. This includes a new system we are 
introducing called Community Infrastructure 
Levy, which is essentially infrastructure levy on 
developments. We have sent you another leaflet 
called “Supporting growth in the Vale”, in which 
we have explained all of this in more detail. 

You can read our Delivering Infrastructure Strategy 
and read a copy of the leaflet on our website at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/infrastructure 
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Strategic Site Allocations

1 North West Abingdon on Thames................... 200

2 North Abingdon on Thames ............................ 800

3 South Kennington ........................................... 270

4 North West Radley.......................................... 240

5 East Sutton Courtenay.................................... 220

6 South of East Hanney ..................................... 200

7 East of Kingston Bagpuize with Southmoor.... 280

8 North West Valley Park................................... 800

9 Milton Heights ................................................. 400

10 West of Harwell............................................... 200

11 Valley Park.................................................... 2550

12 North of Harwell Campus................................ 550

13 East of Harwell Campus ................................. 850

14 Crab Hill Wantage......................................... 1500

15 Monks Farm, Grove ........................................ 750

16 Stanford in the Vale ........................................ 200

17 Land South of Park Road, Faringdon ............. 350

18 East of Coxwell Road, Faringdon .................. 200

19 South Faringdon, (Parish of Great Coxwell) ... 200

20 South West Farringdon .................................. 200

21 North Shrivenham .......................................... 500

Local Plan 2011 saved Allocations

A. Grove Airfield ...............................................  2500

Planned Economic Growth Areas

B. Harwell Campus

C. Milton Park

D.  Didcot Power Station
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In the ‘Housing Delivery Update’ to the Local Plan that we 
published earlier this year, we included a number of housing 
sites in the Oxford Green Belt and the North Wessex Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. You told us that this was an 
area of real concern to you. We have taken into account 
recent changes in guidance and listened to the feedback 
from organisations like Natural England and the Campaign 
for the Protection of Rural England and have adjusted the 
number of sites and the total number of houses being 
allocated in these areas. 

Strategic Site Allocations 

 1 North West Abingdon on Thames ............... 200

 2 North Abingdon on Thames ........................ 800

 3 South Kennington ....................................... 270

 4 North West Radley ...................................... 240

 5 East Sutton Courtenay ................................ 220

 6 South of East Hanney ................................. 200

 7 East of Kingston Bagpuize with Southmoor ... 280

 8 North West Valley Park ................................ 800

 9 Milton Heights ............................................. 400

 10 West of Harwell ........................................... 200

 11 Valley Park ................................................ 2550

 12 North of Harwell Campus ............................ 550

 13 East of Harwell Campus .............................. 850

 14 Crab Hill Wantage ......................................1500

 15 Monks Farm, Grove .................................... 750

 16 Stanford in the Vale ..................................... 200

 17 Land South of Park Road, Faringdon .......... 350

 18 East of Coxwell Road, Faringdon  ............... 200

 19 South Faringdon, (Parish of Great Coxwell) ... 200

 20 South West Farringdon  .............................. 200

 21 North Shrivenham  ...................................... 500

Local Plan 2011 saved Allocations

 A Grove Airfield ............................................ 2500

Planned Economic Growth Areas

 B Harwell Campus

 C Milton Park

 D  Didcot Power Station

No. of Dwellings

  Our vision   Where the housing will go

   
Green Belt and Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty

  How we will meet affordable housing needs

  Map of strategic sites

  Meeting the need for housing

We are very lucky to live in a prosperous 
and beautiful area of the country 
where the majority of residents enjoy 
an excellent quality of life. Our Local 
Plan 2031 sets out our vision for how 
the Vale should tackle the need for 
housing, whilst protecting what makes 
the Vale so special. It sets out how we 
will secure the infrastructure needed to 
support growth 
and how we 
will make sure 
that all new 
developments 
maintain and 
enhance the 
character of 
our district.

One of the main elements of the plan is explaining how we 
will meet the need for housing in the district. We have to base 
our Local Plan on the best available evidence so last year 
along with all of the other Oxfordshire planning authorities, we 
commissioned a study into the housing market in the whole 
county. This was known as the Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment, or SHMA. This was published earlier this year, 
and it provided us with our Objectively Assessed Need.

To decide the level of need for housing in the Vale, the SHMA 
looked at projected population statistics, employment trends, 
economic growth and housing affordability and need. The 
government expects us to seek to meet our housing need in 
full and to plan otherwise could cause the inspector to reject 
or delay our Local Plan, as recently happened in Cherwell 
District. This would cause significant delays to us getting 
our Local Plan in place; and in the meantime the Vale would 
continue to be vulnerable to unsuitable planning applications.

We are planning for 23,000 new jobs and 20,560 new homes 
between 2011 and 2031.

We have been through a careful and thorough process of 
reviewing sites to make sure this housing is sustainable and 
deliverable.

We are focusing growth within Science Vale, reinforcing 
the roles of the main towns, promoting thriving villages and 
rural communities and safeguarding countryside and village 
character.

We are allocating the housing sites 
shown below to deliver 13,960 of 
these homes, the remainder already 
have planning permission or allocation 
or will be identified in the Local Plan 
Part 2, neighbourhood plans and from 
small “windfall” sites.

Sub-Areas of the Vale 

Abingdon on Thames 
and Oxford

South East Vale

Western Vale
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By reducing it to 35 per cent, we can meet our 
affordable housing need in full and charge housing 
developers more for infrastructure, while making sure 
we don’t stop the development of the homes we 
need. Affordable housing and 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
charges reduce the amount of 
money developers can make from 
a housing development. If we 
have too much affordable housing 
and infrastructure charges, it can 
make developments unviable.

Affordable housing means a range of housing 
options, often rented and provided by housing 
associations, available to people who can demonstrate 
they’re unable to afford a home on the open market. 
A person’s eligibility for affordable housing depends on, 
for example local income and local house prices.

The evidence from the SHMA told us that we 
need to provide a proportion of the new housing 
in the Vale of White Horse as affordable housing. 
Were now setting it at 35 per cent, which is in 
excess of the SHMA stated need.


