
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
14 June 2018 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather  

Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Ms. Jempson Cllr. Mason Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Robinson Cllr. Smith   

     

In Attendance: 1 member of the public and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

50.18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Johnston, Cllr. Jennings and District Councillor Blagrove 

 

51.18 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – Issues with the Jubilee River flood alleviation scheme, in 

relation to the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme planning application.  

 

52.18 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – Cllr. Patterson expressed an interest in item B 

of the Clerk’s report, as he is an owner of this property. 

 

53.18 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 10 May 2018 as a true record. 

 

54.18 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  
A Resident of Upper Road advised that the grass verge outside her house had not been cut, when it usually 

was. Clerk investigated and informed BGG, who will ensure that this gets done. 

B Resident of Otters Reach advised that the tree outside no. 56 is overhanging the alley way between Otters 

Reach and Cow Lane, and is dangerous to cyclists, who cannot see oncoming vehicles. Clerk contacted 

owner of house. 

C Website was temporarily unavailable after the domain name was re-registered, as FastHosts automatically 

defaulted this back to their servers without any warning. Clerk contacted Paddy Landau for help with 

sorting this and put an apology message on Facebook. This also affected the parish council email 

addresses, but the issue is now resolved.  

ACTION FOR COUNCILLORS – Set up new email addresses by the end of June – let Clerk know whether you will 

access on phone or computer for step-by-step instructions. 

 

D Cllr. Ms. Jempson has been booked on OALC’s Roles and Responsibilities – Working on Your Council 

training in September. 

E Request from resident of St Swithun’s Rd for their verge to be added to the grass cutting schedule, as they 

are no longer able to maintain this themselves. Clerk passed details on to BGG. 

F Flower baskets were collected from the volunteers on 29th May – a big thank you to all those who helped 

again this year. The Play Area Warden will water these every other day throughout the summer.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include in Chronicle report, website and Facebook 

 

G Several diversion signs are still in place around Kennington, and have been there for several months. Clerk 

reported to Oxfordshire County Council Highways Department. 

H Green Thumb advised that they are unable to spray the grass at the war memorial, as the grass must not 

be stood on for one hour after application. Green Thumb advised that signs need to be in place instructing 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14 June 2018  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 11 
 

people to stay off the grass. Clerk has made some signs, which will be displayed each time the lawn 

treatments take place. 

I Resident reported that, over the past few weeks, there has regularly been a 7.5 tonne lorry parked on 

Simpsons Way or on Links Road, which can be dangerous due to visibility at the crest of the hill. 

J Complaint received from resident of Forest Side about the level of noise from the Football Club 

Anniversary Event on Saturday evening. The music was playing until midnight and there was lots of 

shouting when people were leaving afterwards. She was unaware that the event was taking place, and 

requested pre-warning if there are similar events in future. Football Club had advised that they would 

inform residents and that the music would be finished by 11pm. Informing local residents may need to be 

added to the conditions of hire agreement, and a deposit may be required, which will be forfeit if the 

conditions are not adhered to. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add to the agenda for the July Playing Fields Committee meeting. 

 

K Resident advised that a wooden board had fallen off the climbing frame at the village hall playground. 

Village Hall Committee are aware, and this has now been fixed. 

L Legionella risk assessment has been completed at Playfield Rd pavilion, and there are two stagnant water 

tanks in the loft which require immediate attention. The full report is expected by the beginning of next 

week, and will be circulated to the council as soon as it is received. The contaminated water needs 

draining out, and action needs to be taken based on the report. Clerk will obtain three quotations and 

circulate as soon as possible. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Circulate legionella risk assessment report when it is received. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain three quotations for carrying out the recommended actions from the report 

 

M Bench by the BMX track at Forest Side has been moved behind the hedges. Clerk will arrange for this to be 

moved back. 

 

Continuing issues  
N ASDA’s insurance company asked the council to request a quotation from the company who usually repair 

the bus shelters. Queensbury Shelters have recommended that the shelter needs re-setting anyway (so 

will be moved further back as part of the work), as there is some movement in it following the collision. 

Quotation has been sent to ASDA’s insurance company, and this has been agreed. Clerk has asked 

Queensbury for the repairs to be done ASAP. 

O Quotations received for repairing or replacing the scramble net at Forest Side (supply and fit).  

55.18 It was agreed that the council would accept the quotation to replace the scramble net at Forest Side. This 

was proposed by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for scramble net at Forest Side to be replaced as soon as possible 

 

P MP Layla Moran responded regarding the state of Kennington Road. She has raised the concern with 

Owen Jenkins, and passed on a copy of his response, which also addressed the delays in response times 

from the Highways department (enclosed). Further responses were received from Layla Moran, which 

include a response she received from Owen Jenkins. She suggests ensuring that the parish council asks our 

County Councillor to maintain the pressure on the Highways Department to ensure that the resurfacing 

works take place within the quoted timescale. 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask County Councillor to maintain pressure on Highways Department with regards to 

resurfacing of Kennington Road. 

 

Q Response also received from Oxfordshire County Council regarding the state of Kennington Road: 

“I note your concern regarding the recent repairs to this road and other potholes which have been reported 

and can confirm that we have a number of defects scheduled for repair within the next 28 days and a 

further list of reports that are currently under investigation which will result in safety repairs along this 

stretch of carriageway. We monitor this site on a monthly basis as well as ad-hoc drive throughs when staff 

are in the area. 

We do have a plan to resurface Kennington Road and The Avenue (extending the work we have undertaken 

previously) and this scheme is programmed for completion within the next two years. In the meantime, we 

have a small-scale plan to undertake minor patching here in the Summer as well as continuing to repair 

safety defects as soon as we are aware of them.” 

R The kerbs in Kennington were weed sprayed on 31 May, and the path at the war memorial was done at 

the same time. Clerk has requested that the war memorial grass cutting volunteer looks at the weeds in 

the bushes. 

S Clerk has booked two spaces at the Oxfordshire County Council forum on 6 September. 

T Further information regarding the grant application has been requested from Kennington Code Club. 

Emails received have been circulated to the council. 

U Controlled waste transfer notes have been signed and submitted to Maylarch. 

V Clerk accepted the quotation from Zurich for the parish council insurance, and necessary details have been 

posted to the website and noticeboards. 

W Defibrillator signs have been printed onto yellow paper and posted on noticeboards around Kennington. 

X Trench in road on Sandford Lane and state of verges on Sandford Lane have been reported on Fix My 

Street. These have not yet been fixed. There is also a damaged sign at the bottom of Sandford Lane. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up road repairs on Sandford Lane. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report damaged sign on Fix My Street 

 

Y Clerk has been continuing to chase up a response from the Winter Services Manager regarding whose 

responsibility it is to fill the grit bins in Kennington, and has now received a response. OCC will fill the bins 

during summer/autumn in preparation for the cold weather. Extra re-fills could be requested last winter; 

however this system did not work due to the weather being colder than previous years. Parishes are 

offered a supply of salt, which can be delivered as a pallet of 25Kg bags. The first one is free, and 

subsequent deliveries are £100. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Play Area Warden to fill the grit bins over the summer, and order a delivery from OCC. 

 

Z Environment Agency reported that the issue regarding the height barrier at the bottom of Sandford Lane 

has been passed to the local Asset Performance Team, who will be in touch shortly.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up response from Asset Performance Team at Environment Agency 

 

AA Clerk has been in contact with St Swithun’s School regarding a meeting for Cllr. Patterson to discuss 

possible options regarding the parking outside the school, and is waiting for a suitable date. 

AB Data protection policy and privacy notice have been added to the parish council website, and circulated to 

staff, volunteers and councillors. 
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AC Clerk has submitted the nomination for Cllr Patterson to serve as a member of the OALC Executive 

Committee 

AD Response received from Biffa in response to query about frequency of road sweeping: 

“Botley and Kennington are both graded as medium intensity areas as they are mainly residential roads. 

The street cleaning for roads within this area are rotated on an eight week schedule, however if there are 

areas that are reported to us as requiring attention we will assess the area and arrange a streets crew to 

attend if need be.  

Wantage, Faringdon and Abingdon are graded as high intensity areas and so they will have areas within 

the towns that are cleansed daily and other more residential areas will be dealt with as medium intensity 

like Kennington and Botley.” 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to resident with this information 

 

AE Response received from OCC regarding the tree outside 30 Grundy Crescent: 

“Firstly, please accept my apologies for not replying to you sooner. Although I had wanted to get another 

tree planted as close as possible to where the previous tree had been removed, that unfortunately isn’t 

going to take place now as, for various reasons, I haven’t issued any planting work for last winter. I am 

aware that we need to replant here and it is on my list of potential locations for planting over the 2018/19 

season.” There is a tree at the bottom of Manor Grove which appears to be dying. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report tree to Oxfordshire County Council. 

 

AF Litter pick has been booked for Saturday 7th July to focus on the north section of Kennington Road 

(between Upper Road and the underpass). Sandford Lane and Bagley Wood Road could also be targeted, if 

there are enough volunteers.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advertise on Facebook, Chronicle and website 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask BGG about mowing under the trees at the underpass 

 

56.18 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
Request for grants 

A Kennington Code Club has requested a grant towards the running of the club, which teaches village 

children from age 9-11 coding skills. Further information was circulated to councillors. 

57.18 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council would approve a grant to Kennington Code Club. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Feather seconded by Cllr. Bakewell and agreed unanimously. 

58.18 A proposal was made by Cllr. Mason to grant the sum of £20 to Kennington Code Club. An amended 

proposal was made by Cllr. Gelder and seconded by Cllr. Smith that Council grant a sum of £100 to 

Kennington Code Club. A further amended proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson and seconded by Cllr. 

Charlett to grant the sum of £50 to Kennington Code Club. A vote was taken and carried by 7 to 3 with two 

abstentions. The amended proposal then became the substantive motion which was proposed by Cllr. 

Patterson and seconded by Cllr. Charlett, and put again to Council, and was carried by the majority. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Code Club of the council’s decision 

 

B Clean Slate has requested a donation towards their work with victims of abuse Copies of accounts were 

requested by the Clerk but not received. 

59.18 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council would not approve a grant to Clean Slate. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Feather seconded by Cllr. Bakewell and agreed 11 to 1. 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Clean Slate of the council’s decision 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

C Oxfordshire County Council Planning – Planning Application by Environment Agency for Oxford Flood 

Alleviation Scheme – forwarded to councillors  

60.18 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit response to Oxfordshire County Council. 

 

D Stakeholder Consultation Re. Forest Management carried out by UK Forest Certification Ltd SA-FM/COC-

004807 – forwarded to councillors  

61.18 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council has no comments on this consultation. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit response to consultation. 

 

E Request to sign e-petition regarding safe walking routes for school children attending St Swithun’s Primary 

School, which is reported to be oversubscribed this year, was noted. 

F VOWH Waste Team – Deep cleanse 17-23 July – requests for areas to be cleaned 

62.18 It was resolved that the council would request that Sandford Lane, Bagley Wood Road, The Links and 

Forest Side would be targeted. It was noted that there are nettles growing on the pavements south of 

Sandford Lane, but this is the responsibility of Radley Parish Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Response to Vale of White Horse Waste Team 

 
Correspondence for information  
G Paper regarding flood alleviation scheme on River Jubilee – forwarded to councillors 

H Playdale News – Our Privacy Policy – what you need to know 

I VOWH Communications – Abingdon’s Abbey Meadow outdoor pool will re-open on Saturday 16 June after 

£1.3 million refurbishment 

J RoSPA – Play Area safety inspection is due to take place during July – prices have remained the same 

K Rural Services Network – Weekly Email News Digest 

L Wicksteed Playgrounds – Continue receiving latest Wicksteed news and promotions – opted in 

M Thames Tap – Independent News and Property Views 

N Request to add a link to Post Office Near You on the Parish Council website 

O Royal British Legion – Keep in touch – opted in 

P Moore Stephens and GDPR: Our commitment to data privacy 

Q LSI Energy – Keep up to date with LSI energy 

R CPRE – Newsletter consent required by 25 May 2018 – opted in 

S Civic Voice – War Memorials News – regular newsletter 

T VOWH Communications – Branches reach out for new community café  

U Rural Services Network – Spotlight on Rural Health & Social Care 

V VOWH – Reminder – Spring bank holiday bin collection changes – posted to website and Facebook 

W HAGS UK – GDPR Opt In – opted in 

X Rural Vulnerability Service – Rural Broadband 

Y APGB – APBG Agreement welcome email 

Z Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre – Stay in touch – opted in 

AA Royal British Legion – You can support our Armed Forces family today 
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AB CPRE – Spring 2018 newsletter and papers for AGM – on back table 

AC Care Matters – Spring/Summer 2018 newsletter – on back table 

AD Seafarers UK – Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day – on back table 

AE Royal British Legion – Poppy Press – on back table 

AF Ewan Larcombe – Re. Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme – forwarded to councillors 

AG CPRE Oxon News May 2018: Vale Local Plan update 

AH Rural Services Network – Invitation to Rural Conference 2018 

AI OCC – Oxfordshire CC and Cherwell DC joint working proposal 

AJ OALC – May 2018 newsletter – forwarded to councillors 

AK CPRE Oxon News May 2018: Vale Local Plan update 

AL Active Places – June 2018 newsletter 

AM Healthwatch Oxfordshire – Briefing June 2018 

AN VOWH – Vale News June 2018 

AO Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association AGM 11th July 2018 

AP Ewan Larcombe NFPP – Report on flood alleviation scheme 

AQ Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice – Headlines June 2018 

AR Rural Services Network – Rural News Bulletin June 2018 

AS Community First Oxon – AGM Invitation 28th June 2018 

AT CPRE – Fracking laws set to change 

AU VOWH – Summer Town and Parish Forum has been cancelled 

AV Thames Guardian – on back table 

 

63.18 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Internal Audit 

Mr Symes has audited 2017/18 accounts. Clerk met with Mr Symes to discuss Matters Arising Report: 
1. Accounting statement does not add up by £1 – Changed 
2. Fixed Asset Register requires values – Copy of fixed asset register provided 
3. Copy of Risk Analysis needed – Advised this was in the Accounts file 
4. Detailed insurance documents required – Showed where these were in the Accounts file 
5. Confirmation of Clerk’s salary (contract of employment). Paid £1174.75, per contract £1159.25 – Clerk provided 
copy of contract and timesheets for the year 
6. PAYE & NI records – In Accounts file 
7. Copy of 2018/19 budget – In Accounts file 
 
External Audit 
64.18 The public consultation will be taking place between 18 June and 27 July 2018. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advertise on noticeboard and website. 

 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 May 2018  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £177,977.02 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,286.55 

Sub total £186,763.57 

Less outstanding cheques £0.00 

Total £186,763.57 

 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14 June 2018  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 16 
 

Income in May 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Direct Debits paid in May 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in June 

   

Oxfordshire County Council 
Grass cutting grant 2018-19 

£2,334.96 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Kennington CIL share 

£433.38 

Kennington Overseas Aid 
Pavilion hire for annual fun run 

£30.00 

    Power to Act 

DD Castle Water Ltd 
Water for Playfield Rd pavilion 1/4/18 – 3/5/18 

£1.91 LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976 

DD SSE Gas 

Playfield Rd pavilion gas Q1 2018-19 

£216.64 LG (Misc Prov) 

Act 1976 

DD Southern Electric 

Electricity for Playfield Road pavilion 

Electricity for Forest Side pavilion 

£365.77 LG (Misc Prov) 

Act 1976 

DD Southern Electric 

Electricity supply for war memorial 

£34.63 War Memorials 

Act 1923 

DD Public Works Loan Board 

Village Hall Loan Ref: 621 08448 

£2,118.53 LGA 1972 

Reference 
No. 2018/ 

   Power to Act 
 

031 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for May less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,192.15 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

032 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for June less tax                       

£105.75 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

033 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for May 

£395.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

034 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£288.66 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

035 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
June’s allowance 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

036 Mr R T Johnston 
Reimbursement for flowers for village baskets 

£185.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

037 40th Oxford (Kennington) Scouts Group 
Room hire for Best Kept Garden competition lunch  

£30.00 Section 137  
LGA 1972 

038 Mrs R L Brown 
Postage of Union Jack for repair (£3.95); Fast Hosts 
domain name renewal (£73.20) and email addresses 
(£157.07); heavy duty bin bags for play areas (£8.34) 

£242.56 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

039 Mr J Sansome 
Reimbursement for flowers for village baskets 

£54.13 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

040 Zurich Municipal 
Parish council insurance 2018-19 

£792.96 Section 111 
LGA 1972 
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65.18 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 
(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   

66.18 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted unanimously. 

67.18 The accounting statements for 2017/18 (Section 2 of the AGAR) were agreed. Proposed by Cllr. Cobb 
seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit accounts to external auditor 

 
68.18 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 8 May 2018 were noted.    

 

69.18 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 

The Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes held on 16 May 2018 were noted.    

 

70.18 ACTIONS FROM DUTY OF CARE TREE SURVEY 

 Cllrs. Gelder, Charlett and Bakewell will assess the trees as part of the asset survey on 22nd June, and 

report back at next month’s meeting. 

71.18 It was agreed that Oxford Preservation Trust will be approached regarding the possibility of transferring 

the land on the Paddock to them, with the possibility of removing the fence, if required.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact OPT regarding the transfer of the land on The Paddock 

 

 

041 OALC 
Roles and Responsibilities training Sept 2018 

£96.00 Section 175 
LGA 1972 

042 Savills (St John’s College, Oxford) 
Forest Side rent 24/6/18 – 28/9/18 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

043 Kennington Village Hal 
Room hire for June 2018 

£32.00 Section 134(4) 
LGA 1972 

044 RJS (IA) Ltd. 
Internal audit 2017-18 

£375.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

045 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 

Village Litter collection for May 

Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 

£434.02 Section 111 

LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

046 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 

Cutting grass verges, playing fields and cemetery in May 

£2,472.00 Section 96(5) 

Highways Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

047 Prime Compliance Ltd. 

Legionella risk assessment – Playfield Road pavilion 

£270.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

048 Scorpion Signs Ltd 

“Keep Clear – Emergency Access” sign for Forest Side  

£18.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

049 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 

Wheelie bins exchange for June 

£94.56 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

050 Beauchamp & Butler Plumbing & Heating Ltd 

Flush and lag water tanks at Playfield Rd pavilion 

£416.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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72.18 CONTINGENCY PLAN IF TRAVELLERS SETTLE ON PLAYING FIELDS 

 The police have advised that travellers are unlikely to settle on the playing fields, as both fields are 

protected by bollards and you have to drive through a residential area to get to them. However, if it were 

to happen, it could cost thousands to get them off.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Check how much insurance cover the council has for legal costs 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate the cost of insurance against this and report back at next meeting 

 

73.18 FUTURE PLANS FOR THE WEBSITE 

 The website is very out of date in parts, and is difficult to navigate. It would be better to design a new 

website, rather than trying to amend the current one. 

74.18 It was agreed that a sub-committee will be formed to take this forward, including how the website could 

be integrated with Facebook and be more mobile-friendly. Cllrs. Cobb, Robinson, Ms. Buckingham and the 

Clerk will hold the first meeting in the summer. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange first meeting of Website and Social Media sub-committee in summer. 

 

75.18 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

76.18 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 The PPG still meets but is less productive. Health Talks have not been arranged, as it has been impossible 

to find out the availability of the doctors. Patients have reported that they are not getting responses to 

their complaints. 

77.18 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Health Watch 

 There is a section on the Health Watch website where you can write comments about any aspect of your 

health care. Please use this to give positive or negative comments about hospitals, GPs, dentists etc. There 

will be a meeting with Lucy Butler, Director for Children, Education and Families, regarding Northfield 

School closing, as the children have special educational needs, but will be dispersed into mainstream 

schools. 

78.18 Cllr. Gelder – Kendall Copse 

 Cllr. Gelder has requested that the memorial trees are moved, but has been advised that there is no 

money available for this. Cllr. Feather advised that there may be more chance if the workers on the 

ground are asked when the work has commenced. 

79.18 Cllr. Charlett – Kennington Village Hall 

 The new boilers have now been installed at the village hall. The management committee are drawing up a 

refurbishment programme, and the first thing on the list is to revamp the toilets. 

 

80.18 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

81.18 Cllr. Patterson reported that there was a meeting with Oxfordshire County Council transport planners 

regarding the Lodge Hill slips, and outline plans were circulated. Concerns were raised regarding Bagley 

Wood Road and Sugworth Lane – increased traffic calming and reducing the speed limits has been 

suggested as part of the programme, rather than waiting until the end. The introduction of a 40mph speed 

limit and chicanes at either end were suggested, and Radley Parish Council also supports this view. 

Currently sat navs are sending traffic through Kennington when the A34 is busy as these roads are 60mph. 

82.18 Cllr. Mason suggested that there should be a 20mph speed limit along Kennington Road from St Swithun’s 

Road to the junction with Upper Road. Footpath no. 2 has a lot of weeds growing down it. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report weeds along footpath no. 2 to Oxfordshire County Council 
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83.18 Cllr. Baggott reported that the triangle of land by footpath no. 2 has been cleared. 
84.18 Cllr. Ms Jempson advised that there are a number of overhanging branches along Sandford Lane – these 

are from trees in the ancient woodland owned by the Docker-Drysdales. There is also poor visibility at the 
bottom of Sandford Lane, and the hedge needs cutting back. Cllr Ms. Jempson will contact Radley Parish 
Council. There is a sign on Folly Bridge advising that work is being done from June, which may affect the 
bus times.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask for details on the work being undertaken at Folly Bridge 

  
 Parking around the village is becoming more of a problem, particularly when visiting the health centre, as 

the car village hall car park is often full. 
85.18 Cllr. Gelder advised that there are a couple of elderly ladies down Meadow View Road who are no longer 

having their verges cut. If elderly residents are no longer able to maintain the verge outside their house, 
they can contact the Clerk to ask for it to be done by the parish council. 

86.18  Cllr. Smith reported that he has been contacted by a resident regarding the hedge on the corner of 160 
Manor Grove and 14 Poplar Grove. He has asked if the parish council could ask the owner to give it a good 
trim back as it is blocking the pavement. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask resident of 14 Manor Grove to trim back hedge which is blocking the pavement 

 
87.18 Cllr. Feather advised that the east side of The Avenue is overgrown, and Links Road and Forest Side need 

their gutters weed spraying. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report these issues to Oxfordshire County Council 

 
88.18 Cllr. Bakewell queried what was happening regarding the bollards at the war memorial. Cllr. Charlett 

advised that he has contacted quarries regarding granite blocks and is awaiting a price. Cllr. Bakewell 
mentioned the three new shops opening in the village – a Turkish barbers (where the vets was), Tonks 
brothers, which has moved over the road, and a fish and chip shop (subject to planning permission). 

89.18 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham reported that everything is in place for the garden competition – thanks to 
everyone who has offered to help. The trophies will be presented to the winners on the day. There will be 
a meeting with the Clerk to discuss the defibrillators as there will be a double page spread and front cover 
in the October Chronicle about this. The article will be circulated to the council to be agreed 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add to the agenda for July meeting 

 
90.18 Cllr. Robinson advised that the cycle track towards Oxford is very overgrown. This should be reported to 

Sustrans, who are responsible for maintaining the track. There are lots of revving motorbikes at night on 
the A423 between Kennington and Heyford Hill. This should be reported to the police. 

91.18 Cllr. Cobb thanked all the councillors for voting that he continues as Vice-Chairman. It was reported that 
the pillars on Abingdon Road are still full of graffiti and need cleaning. There are also a number of pot 
holes with white lines around them, but nothing further has been done. A number of residents have 
broken their suspensions due to the potholes – these should be sent to Oxfordshire County Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up graffiti being cleaned off pillars under ring road. 

 

92.18 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

 “On the County we are seeing the first steps in what will be a partnership agreement with Cherwell DC.  

They have a £3.2 million pound hole in their budget through having to unscramble their partnership deal 

with South Northants.  This will ensure that a subsequent Oxfordshire unitary will be easier to achieve.  

Ironic given their previous hostility to a unitary council. 

The County is now seeking to expand its working with Parish Councils.  I suspect that the one that 

Kennington might be interested in is to have a "superuser" for "fixmystreet".  This would be a member of 

the Council who is prepared to undertake some quite minimal training and would then be given the right to 
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contact Skanska directly to deal with potholes, thus saving much time in the process.  Any queries to Paul 

Fermer who is the County Officer concerned. 

I have this very morning raised (again) the question of The Avenue and Kennington Road with the Deputy 

Director (Owen Jenkins).  He has agreed to speed up any plans for work on these roads to try and improve 

the situation.”    

 

93.18 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

94.18 Cllr. Blagrove 

 “Sorry to once again not be able to be there in person.  I am however delighted to say my Thursday evening 

commitments stop at the end of this month and I look forward to attending in person for your July 

meeting. I will keep my report just to 3 items this month. 

Oxford to Cambridge Corridor - We had a very informative briefing from council officers on this.  It did not 

however make the actual expressway route any clearer, and we are still being told a corridor decision will 

be made by the end of this summer.  What was made clear is that any corridor must make particular 

improvement to the section of Oxford to Cambridge that is currently single carriage and prone to 

congestion, so in reality Oxford to Milton Keynes must be improved by any corridor and road. 

The route itself will sit within the chosen corridor.  With the main routes and sub routes of the corridor 

taken in to account there appear to be 7 potential corridors.  No indication has been given to any 

preferences so any murmurings on such are simply rumour and conjecture and I believe not of any value at 

this stage. 

Timeframes: 

Summer 2018 – Corridor decision made 

Autumn 2018-Summer 2019 – Route options decided 

Summer 2019-Summer2020 – Route decision through public consultation taken 

Summer 2020 – 2025 – Route built 

2025 – Route open 

Joint Strategic Special Plan - We also received an update on the creation of a county wide JSSP.  The JSSP 

will be for the planning authorities (Vale, South, City, Cherwell & West) and supported by the County 

Council. We are still waiting on a response to some of the ‘red lines’ that we put forward at March’s council 

meeting, but are not hearing there is any difficulty there. 

Once again, to reiterate that Vale will still control where in the district is built on, but work with the other 

authorities on overall county housing needs, housing mix and infrastructure requirements.  This joined up 

working and thinking is, in my opinion, long overdue and I sincerely hope it is a success. 

Planning - Redrow Development – Land South of Kennington - Unfortunately due to delays in getting this 

application to committee it will be considered on a night I cannot attend.  However I will be sending a 

statement to be read and hope this will be as effective as speaking in person.  I will forward the statement 

when I complete it tomorrow to the Clerk to circulate for Parish Councillors information. 

NW Radley - Outline planning permission has been granted.  This is mainly site access and areas of 

connectivity.  It will see a great improvement to the Whites Lane junction that will have an effect on traffic 

going to and from Kennington & Radley.” 

 

95.18 Cllr. Johnston 

“On the District I would report as follows. The big question is the forthcoming South Kennington 

application to be processed on Monday evening.  I have made a submission, which I believe has been 
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circulated.  I have made a further submission to draw attention to the Parish's request for funds for the 

refurbishment of the pavilion at Playfield Road. 

I was present at a presentation on Tuesday on the Oxford to Cambridge expressway.  Little new was on 

offer, but it does seem very likely that a choice of corridor will be made public in July.” 

 

96.18 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Defibrillator article in Kennington Chronicle 

Actions from duty of care tree survey 

Cost of insurance to cover travellers settling on playing fields 

 

97.18 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 Cllr. Charlett moved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to prevent the 

disclosure to them of confidential information relating to the lease of Forest Side. 

Julia Kent has advised that the response to Savills is fine, and Neil Evans from Marriott’s has provided 

details of his fees, should his services be required. 

98.18 It was agreed that the Clerk will write to Savills regarding the proposed terms of the lease of Forest Side. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Savills  

 

Meeting Closed at 9:37 pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


