
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
13 September 2018 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder  Cllr. Ms. Jempson  

Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Robinson  Cllr. Smith   

     

In Attendance: District Councillor Blagrove and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

The Chairman informed the council that Bob Martin, who served as a district councillor and parish councillor for 

many years, passed away a few weeks ago. 

 

153.18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Cobb, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. Mason and Cllr. Patterson  

 

154.18 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

155.18 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – None  

 

156.18 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 12 July 2018 as a true record. 

 

157.18 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Kennington website did not have a security certificate, so Paddy Landau has addressed this. Website was 

offline temporarily while migrated. Clerk was unable to login to Word Press to update the website - Paddy 

Landau helped to resolve this.  

B Clerk contacted Barclays to ask if the online payments could be done in bulk, or without the need to use 

the card reader for every transaction. This is not currently available, so Clerk requested that it is 

considered for a future upgrade.  

C Email received from Moore Stephens advising that a formal letter had been sent regarding the 

outstanding annual return. Clerk phoned to query, as this was emailed on 28th June. Moore Stephens 

confirmed that the AGAR had been received, so the letter could be ignored. 

D Phone call from resident of 14 Manor Grove, to advise that it was not his hedge encroaching into the 

pavement. Clerk apologised that we had written to the wrong house number. 

E Concerned resident called regarding 161 Bagley Close, where there is someone living in the garage in the 

back garden. Clerk advised that the new building has been reported to the Planning Enforcement Team, 

but that I would pass this information on. Resident also complained that the pavement outside 153 Bagley 

Close is a mess with soil, stones and bricks, due to the building work. Clerk advised that if the problem is 

not resolved when the building work is completed, this can be investigated. 

F Freedom of Information request received asking for details of payments to pharmacies for locally 

commissioned NHS or private services, e.g. smoking cessation. Clerk advised that the parish council does 

not hold this information. Further FOI requests received regarding adult social care provision and vacant 

properties owned by the council. Clerk signposted the adult social care query to Oxfordshire County 

Council, and advised that the parish council does not own any vacant properties. 

G RoSPA report indicated that the basket swing at The Links play area was high risk and needed disabling: 

“Cracks in the timber top beam which are likely to be stress fractures. We are aware of an identical 

Proludic Basket Swing having collapsed due to its top bar snapping horizontally with the seat assembly 
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falling down. The cracks in this (Kennington) Swing are consistent with those of that failed item. There is 

also up-and-down movement in one of the two sets of top fixings, which in our inspector’s opinion 

indicates there is a cavity around the bolt holes. Refer to manufacturer. Recommend disabling the swing in 

the meantime.” 

Clerk arranged for the basket swing to be taken down and contacted manufacturer to discuss the possible 

options. Replacement has been arranged, although there is a delay due to the factory being shut down for 

the summer – manufacturers have supplied the beam for half the usual price and the fixings for free. 

Resident emailed to ask when the swing would be back, as it is a shame that it is not there during the 

summer holidays. Clerk explained the situation and advised that it is likely to be a few weeks due to the 

manufacturing delay. 

H Resident reported that three of the bins along Kennington Road had their green covers removed and 

dumped down Colley Wood. Clerk arranged for the Play Area Warden to return them. There is one spare, 

which is being stored in the green salt store at Playfield Road. 

I An arm chair appeared at Playfield Rd playing field. Clerk arranged for the Play Area Warden to remove 

this and advised that it can be taken to Redbridge Recycling Centre free of charge. 

J Answerphone message from winner of Best Kept Garden competition asking if there were any certificates 

for the winners this year. The certificates were distributed the following day by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham. 

K There was an issue with the Clerk’s email, as emails from some senders were not being received, but the 

sender receives no notification (for example, the Editor of the Kennington Chronicle). Paddy Landau 

looked into this with FastHosts, and the problem is now resolved. 

L SpiderOak (cloud backup storage) is due to be renewed on 20 September. Clerk has confirmed that this is 

GDPR compliant, and also investigated the cost of using a UK-based supplier. SpiderOak is displaying error 

messages saying that the capacity is almost full, but the Clerk thinks there may be a problem and has 

asked Paddy Landau for advice. 

158.18 It was agreed that the council will renew its subscription with SpiderOak at a cost of $99 per year + non-

sterling transaction fee. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew SpiderOak subscription. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ensure there are no problems with the capacity of SpiderOak. 

 

M Chairman received an email from a resident asking for permission to paint a white line outside his house, 

as his driveway is often blocked by parents at school drop off and pick up times. Chairman advised to 

contact Oxfordshire County Council Highways department. 

N BT has advised that their prices will be increasing on 1st October. The contract with BT will expire in May 

2019.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate prices of suppliers of business phone lines and report back to Council 

 

O Oxfordshire County Council requested that the parish council checks the contact details on their website, 

and for permission to continue to publish these. Clerk responded and gave consent. 

P Smart meters have been installed at both pavilions and the war memorial to measure the electricity 

usage. Clerk will monitor this using the online tools. 

Q Clerk was asked to complete a Neighbourhood Planning survey on behalf of the council, to help a student 

complete her MA dissertation. As the decisions regarding a Neighbourhood Plan were taken before the 

Clerk was in post, the Chairman completed this.  
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R Moore Stephens (external auditor) requested further information about the council’s loan, as they queried 

why the interest rate is so high. Clerk sent copies of the loan and repayment schedules. Clerk investigated 

whether the loan could be paid off or a new loan could be applied for with a better interest rate. PWLB 

advised that  

“in all cases the terms for accepting early repayment will apply, so that… the terms will not favour the 

borrower”. Clerk is still awaiting the outcome of the external audit. OALC have requested feedback on 

Moore Stephens, which Clerk has done. 

S Letters received from resident regarding the reliability of the 35 bus and the ongoing road words on the 

ring road Resident forwarded on the response from Oxford Bus Company. Clerk acknowledged receipt of 

the letters. 

T Resident included the Clerk into an email to the Neighbourhood Policing Team regarding individuals 

cycling on the pavement. An article was included in the Neighbourhood Policing newsletter to remind 

cyclists to use the road. PCSO Zack Earl has left Thames Valley Police, so PCSO Rich Osborn is now 

responsible for Kennington. 

U Several residents have requested spaces on the defibrillator training, in response to the Chronicle article. 

The front cover of the Chronicle in October will remind residents to book on the training. 

V Resident has requested verge outside 27 St Swithun’s Road to be added to the grass cutting contract. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask BGG to add this verge to the grass cutting contract. 

 

W Clerk has submitted the request for the road to be closed for the Remembrance Day parade. There are 

only 122 service sheets left (400 were ordered in 2016), so Clerk recommends ordering more. 

159.18 It was resolved that the council will purchase 500 more copies of the Remembrance Day service sheet. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase 500 copies of the Remembrance Day service sheet. 

 

X Email from company who undertook weed spraying of the gutters earlier in the year, asking if we will 

require another treatment.  

160.18 It was agreed that the council will not arrange another weed spray of the gutters, as Kennington Road due 

to be resurfaced soon. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Complete Weed Control of the council’s decision. 

 

Y Email from resident regarding the broken scramble net at Forest Side. She also advised that the notice 

board displays incorrect contact details, and asked if it could be updated. The signs at the village hall 

playground are also incorrect.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain quotation for replacement signs are report back to Council. 

 

Z Resident contacted the Chairman regarding the hedge at the cemetery being overgrown. Clerk contacted 

BGG and asked for this to be trimmed. 

AA Defibrillator pads are due to be changed in three of the cabinets. Clerk has requested a quotation from 

two companies, as the price has increased significantly since last year.  

161.18 It was resolved that the council will purchase three sets of defibrillator pads. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase three sets of replacement defibrillator pads and update records with installation 

date. 
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Continuing issues  

AB Policies and terms of reference have been updated and added to the parish council website. 

AC A drop-in day was set aside for councillors to set up their .gov.uk email addresses. These are now being 

used by the majority of councillors and have been published on the parish council website. Four 

councillors are still to set theirs up. Some councillors have had some difficulties opening some documents, 

which may be related to the size of the files. 

162.18 It was resolved that the Clerk will contact Paddy Landau for assistance. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Paddy Landau if he knows what the problem might be with opening attachments. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Set up the email addresses for the remaining four councillors. 

 

AD Letter sent to Radley Parish Council in support of their position paper in relation to Sugworth Lane and 

copied in to County Highways at OCC and Stuart Walker at VOWH Planning Department. 

AE Verge on Grundy Crescent has been added to the grass cutting schedule  
AF Details of dockless bike companies have been publicised on website, Facebook and Kennington Chronicle. 

The operating areas of some bikes have now changed and no longer include Kennington, without paying a 
surcharge. 

AG Clerk chased up installation date for the repair of the bus shelter outside St Swithun’s Church, and this was 
completed at the end of August. There was a post on Kennington Connected about the repair – Clerk 
commented that the shelter has been moved as far away from the road as possible, and this repair and 
the one last year had been paid for by the insurance companies of the vehicles that hit the shelter. The 
insurance company are paying Queensbury Shelters directly. 

AH Resurfacing of Kennington Road is due to be undertaken from 26 November – 21 December, however 
dates may change. Work will be undertaken prior to this from 24 September – 3 October to deal with 
kerbs, vegetation etc. 

AI Clerk followed up email to Oxfordshire County Council to ask when the graffiti under the bridge over 
Kennington Road will be cleaned off. No response was received, but Cllr. Robinson reported that the 
graffiti had been removed this afternoon. 

AJ Tree at the bottom of Manor Grove has been investigate by Oxfordshire County Council and “has been 
actioned to be fixed.” 

AK Oxfordshire County Council has advised that the grass verges along Poplar Grove do not meet their 
intervention criteria, so a repair cannot be arranged. 

AL Clerk chased up the repairs to the scramble net and the basket swing. The basket swing is due to be 

repaired w/b 10 September, if the parts are ready in time. The scramble net is booked in for w/b 1st 

October. 

AM There is fly tipping on the left hand side of the entrance to Red Bridge Hollow. This has been reported to 

VOWH (Biffa) and Richard Webb at Oxfordshire County Council. Biffa responded that it would be cleared 

within 5 working days. 

AN Damaged pavement outside 14 Links Rd has been passed to the relevant team for consideration for future 

programmed works. 

 

163.18 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
Request for grants 

None received 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

A Oxfordshire County Council Minerals and Waste Local Plan Part 2 – Site Allocations: Issues and Options 

Consultation – forwarded to councillors  

164.18 It was agreed that the council will not submit any comments, as the proposals do not affect Kennington.  
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B Oxfordshire County Council – Trees of Remembrance Project: Free sapling and commemorative plaque for 

all local councils in Oxfordshire – forwarded to councillors. 

165.18 It was resolved that the council will ask for this to be planted on the corner of Grundy Crescent, where the 

cherry tree used to be. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxfordshire County Council to request the sapling and commemorative plaque. 

 

C Email from Cllr Yvonne Constance inviting councillors to visit the southern Highway depot on Saturday 6th 

October. 

166.18 It was agreed that Cllrs. Feather, Smith and Charlett would like to attend the 11.30 session. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request spaces for councillors on the 11.30 tour. 

 

D South and Vale DCs – Have your say on our revised gambling act policy – forwarded to councillors 

167.18 It was resolved that the council has no comments on this consultation. 

 

E Request for nominations for the Vale Community Awards lunch 

168.18 It was agreed that Halcyon Leonard and Pamela Allen will be nominated for their work with Kennington 

Overseas Aid and Friends of Kennington Library, respectively. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit nominations for the Vale Community Awards lunch 

 

F Air Ambulance – request to put a clothes recycling bin in the car park 

169.18 It was resolved that there is insufficient space at the car parks in Kennington, and it may encourage fly 

tipping if placed in the playing field car parks. There is already a clothes recycling bin outside the Best One. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Air Ambulance of the Council’s decision. 

   

Correspondence for information  
G Rural Services Network – the Rural Bulletin – weekly newsletter 

H UK Property Forums – Thames Tap  

I Public Sector Executive Online – regular newsletter 

J Oxfordshire Matters July 2018 – forwarded to councillors 

K Statement from Leader of VOWH regarding the 5 Councils partnership – forwarded to councillors 

L Healthwatch Oxfordshire – Annual Report 2018 

M Public Sector Executive Online – regular newsletter 

N CPRE – ‘The Fight for Beauty’ – a lecture by Dame Fiona Reynolds 18th Sept – forwarded to councillors 

O Kennington Guides – report on Switzerland trip with thanks for grant – forwarded to councillors 

P Helen & Douglas House – Important update about Helen & Douglas House 

Q Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association – Summer Newsletter 

R CPRE – Oxfordshire News July/August 2018 

S Vulnerability Registration Service – Newsletter July 2018 

T Oxfordshire Good Neighbour Schemes 

U OALC – July and August 2018 

V Healthwatch Oxfordshire – monthly briefing 

W Active Places Newsletter August 2018 

X Royal British Legion – Let’s say Thank You to the WW1 generation 
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Y Zaytoun - Letter of thanks for the 384 trees that the donation from Kennington4Fairtrade will provide 

Z Civic Voice – War Memorials News – regular newsletter 

AA Community First Oxfordshire –August newsletter 

AB VOWH DC – Invitation to Town and Parish Forum on 24 September – forwarded to councillors 

AC Kennington Good Neighbours – thanks for the grant towards the anniversary tea. All councillors are 

welcome to join them for this event. 

AD Great Western Rail – Access for All funding – Call for Nominations 

AE Vulnerability Registration Service – newsletter September 2018 

AF CPRE – Join us in cleaning up the countryside this September 

AG Notice of landowner deposit: Land at Sandford-on-Thames, Oxford OX4 4YP – forwarded to councillors 

AH Invitation to comment on the draft Oxford Central (City & University) Conservation Area Appraisal – 

forwarded to councillors 

AI OALC – August newsletter – forwarded to councillors 

AJ OCC statement re. Oxford-Cambridge Expressway announcement – forwarded to councillors 

AK Barclays – Changes to the way we accept cash payments into our business accounts at our branch counters 

 

170.18 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 July 2018 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £164,141.73 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,286.55 

Total £172,928.28 

 

Income in July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Additional account paid in July 

 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in August  

   

Kennington Athletic Football Club 
Annual hire fee 2018 

£1,800.00 

Kennington Cricket Club 
Annual hire fee – 1st half 2018 

£600.00 

HM Revenue & Customs 
VAT Refund April – June 2018 

£1,186.82 

Reference 
No.  

  Power to Act 
 

068 Prime Compliance Ltd. 
Water system disinfection at Playfield Rd pavilion 

£1,188.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2018/ 

   Power to Act 
 

069 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for July less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£964.16 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

070 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£123.09 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

071 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for July 

£296.11 Section 111  
LGA 1972 
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Total transferred in August £2,824.61  
  
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 August 2018  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £163,717.12 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,286.55 

Total £172,503.67 

 

Income in August 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct Debits paid in August 

072 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for August less tax                       

£84.52 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

073 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
August’s allowance    

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

074 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for July 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 

£434.02 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

075 Clean Slate 
Grant awarded July meeting– min no’s 110.18 & 111.18 

£25.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

076 Kennington Good Neighbours 
Grant awarded at July meeting min no’s 112.18 & 113.18 

£100.00 Section 137  
LGA 1972 

077 Playsafety Ltd 
RoSPA play area inspection 2018 

£256.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

078 Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd 
Finance package (Alpha) data backup service 

£150.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

079 Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust 
Annual membership fee - agreed at July meeting 

£46.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

080 Mrs S Buckingham 
Vouchers & refreshments for garden competition judges 

£137.96 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

081 Mrs R L Brown 
Best Kept Garden certificates (£18.00) and printer ink 

cartridges (£82.55) 

£100.55 Section 137  
LGA 1972 

Section 111  
LGA 1972 

082 GreenThumb 
Early summer treatment for lawn at war memorial 

£57.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

   

SSE Gas 
Gas supply for Playfield Road pavilion – account is in credit and 
carried forward to next bill – meter read on 23/8/18. 

£816.10 

Reference 
No.  

  Power to Act 
 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Rd pavilion to 31 July 2018 

£326.96 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Southern Electric 

Electricity for Forest Side pavilion and war memorial Q2 

£191.06 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

War Memorials Act 
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Accounts to be paid in September  

1923 

DD Castle Water 

Water supply for Playfield Rd pavilion May-Sept 

£50.79 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

Reference 
No. 2018/ 

   Power to Act 
 

083 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for August less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,105.05 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

084 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£227.18 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

085 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for August 

£357.17 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

086 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for September less tax                       

£105.75 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

087 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
September’s allowance    

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

088 Proludic Ltd. 
Supply and install of replacement top beam for basket 
swing at The Links play area 

£1,271.46 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

089 Mr C Charlett 
Padlock for green salt store at Playfield Road 

£15.98 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

090 Mrs R L Brown 
Return delivery for flower basket liners & winter pansies, 
box files x 3  and highlighters 

£60.16 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

Section 111 LGA 
1972 

091 Savills (St John’s College, Oxford) 
Forest Side rent 29/09/18 – 24/12/2018 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

092 Maylarch Recycling Ltd. 
Wheelie bins for playing fields for August & September 

£141.84 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

093 Maxwell Amenity Ltd. 
15x 10L Platinum Pro Line Marker 

£432.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

094 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for August 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 

£542.52 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

095 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for August & September 

£48.00 Section 134(4) 
LGA 1972 

096 Heyn Engineering (NI) Ltd 
Dog dispenser bags x3 

£104.94 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

097 Jenks Oxford Ltd 
Tree survey in Kennington 

£240.00  

098 Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd 
Financial software maintenance 

£142.80 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

099 Taylors Windows 

Cleaning of PF Rd pavilion fascia and round closed goal 

£160.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

100 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 

Cutting grass verges, playing fields and cemetery in 

£1,146.00 Section 96(5) 

Highways 
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Total to be transferred in September: £6,707.91 
 
171.18 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
172.18 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted unanimously. 

 

173.18 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 10 July, 31 July, 21 August and 11 September 2018 

were noted.    

 

174.18 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 

 The Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes of 18 July were noted. 

 

175.18 REPLACEMENT OF WAR MEMORIAL BOLLARDS 

176.18 After a discussion, it was resolved that the council will hold a public consultation to ascertain the view of 

the village on whether to replace the damaged bollards with Bath stone, Portland stone or replace all 

eighteen with granite pillars. 

177.18 It was agreed that the council will write to Alex Wenham to thank him for his work on the war memorial, 

including two bottles of wine up to the value of £30. This was proposed by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. 

Feather and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Draft public consultation document on war memorial bollards and bring to next meeting 

 ACTION FOR CLERK – Thank Alex Wenham for his work on the war memorial. 

   

178.18 TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE; COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE AND ACCEPTABLE 

USE OF ICT POLICY 

179.18 It was resolved that the Terms of Reference for the Personnel Committee; Complaints Procedure and 

Acceptable Use of ICT policy had been reviewed and agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. Smith seconded by 

Cllr. Gelder and agreed unanimously. This will be reviewed annually at the Council’s first meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add documents on website. Put review of documents on next May’s agenda. 

 

180.18 DELEGATION OF MAINTENANCE OF VERGE AND PATH NEAR WESTWOOD HOTEL TO SOUTH HINKSEY 

PARISH COUNCIL 

181.18 It was agreed that South Hinksey Parish Council can take over maintenance of the verge and path near the 

Westwood Hotel. This was proposed by Cllr. Robinson, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform South Hinksey Parish Council of the council’s decision 

 

182.18 POTENTIAL DESIGNS FOR PLAYFIELD ROAD PAVILION 

183.18 It was resolved that a public consultation will be held to ascertain the views of Kennington residents. 

Plans and a 3D representation of the front elevation will be displayed on boards in the foyer of the Village 

Hall and the public will be invited to share their views. 

August Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Request 3D representation of the front elevation from the architect. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Prepare plans in A0 size and draft consultation document. 

 

District Councillor Blagrove entered the room. 

 

184.18 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

185.18 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 There have been a couple of unofficial meetings over the summer, and the joint chair has resigned. There 

is currently £400 in the Kennington PPG kitty, which they would like to be spent in Kennington. The 

Practice Nurses will be asked what they might need above what the NHS provides. 

186.18 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Health Watch 

 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham had a one-to-one with the head of Children, Education and Families at Oxfordshire 

County Council. Northfield School is no longer closing, so these concerns are now alleviated. 

187.18 Cllr. Feather – Youth Club 

 Cllr. Feather has so far been unable to attend a meeting, but he is in communication with the Youth Club. 

188.18 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Management Committee 

 The committee has been drawing up a refurbishment scheme. The plan was to refurbish the toilets, but 

the decision has been made to redecorate the hall and lobby, possibly with new flooring for the lobby. 

  

189.18 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

190.18 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – The bin attached to the wall of Forest Side pavilion smells, and has attracted 

wasps over the summer. It was queried whether this could be changed to a bin with a lid. 

191.18 It was agreed that the Clerk will investigate the price of a replacement bin, and this will be added as an 

agenda item for the next meeting. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Smith and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain prices for replacement bin and add to October’s agenda 

 

192.18 Cllr. Robinson – There have been occasions where cars are parked badly outside Kennington Barbers, 

resulting in pedestrians having to walk in the road to get passed. The empty phone box at the bottom of 

Edward Road is still there – this was due to be removed in September. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact BT for an update on this empty phone box 

 

193.18 Cllr. Bakewell – The temporary fence opposite the Co-op is still there. The replacement barrier has not 

been fitted properly, and is missing two bolts. Oxfordshire County Council arranged these repairs, and the 

Clerk has queried when the temporary barriers will be removed, with no response. 

194.18 Cllr. Feather – Paddy Landau is no longer the editor of the Kennington Chronicle, and it was agreed that 

the council will send a letter of thanks to him. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send Paddy Landau a letter of thanks for his work for the Kennington Chronicle. 

 

195.18 Cllr. Johnston – The seats in the village hall playground need cleaning and re-varnishing. Cllr. Charlett will 

take this to the Village Hall Management Committee. 

196.18 Cllr. Ms. Jempson – The Kennington Road sign at the bottom of the slip road is still missing, but has been 

reported on Fix My Street. When Oxfordshire County Council cut back the trees that were blocking the 

road signs, they did not cut the trees back blocking the adjacent road signs – these all need to be reported 
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separately. The trees along Sandford Lane are in Kennington, as they are on this side of the stream. These 

are on the land owned by the Docker-Drysdales. The pavements along Sandford Lane have all been 

reported on Fix My Street. 

 

197.18 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

198.18 Cllr. Blagrove 

Rye Farm lorry park is closed until further notice. The full cost of the travellers is proving difficult to find 

out, but Freedom of Information requests have been made and Cllr. Blagrove will report back. Local Plan 

Part 2 – is on course for December, but it is anticipated that there will be some recommendations. South 

Kennington development – this has been granted, with the housing mix now in line with the SHMA. There 

is a condition that there will be no occupation of the properties until there is adequate sewerage. Oxford 

to Cambridge Expressway – Corridor B was chosen, and Cllr. Blagrove will participate fully on the route, as 

this will have massive implications. Radley Neighbourhood Plan – the referendum was today. Scrutiny 

Committee was not well attended, but the Cabinet will have an update on the JSSP, and the joining up of 

the Local Plans for all 5 District Councils. Silver Trees – A meeting was held with Hackney Borough Council, 

as neighbours had approached the district councillors will complaints about breaches of the planning 

conditions and management plan, such as working during antisocial hours and not using local contractors. 

There is a genuine desire from Hackney to improve the relationship with their neighbours. The parish 

council were unaware of any of these problems.  

 

199.18 Cllr. Johnston 

Local Plan Part 2 – there are a number of points where the Vale were given a hard time, for example, 

there was a discrepancy between the green belt map and the description of the area near Botley; also a 

discrepancy between the number of houses to be built on Abingdon Airfield. The County Council is not 

planning anything for the Lodge Hill Park & Ride until at least 2031. The Vale of White Horse wanted to 

safeguard land for a bus lane and a cycle track. The Vale also had a hard time on provisions for the self-

build scheme and the charging points for electric card on new builds, as they had not acknowledged that 

the electricity supply would need to be boosted. There will be a hefty list of modifications. 

 

200.18 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

Fit for the Future – this has been in the newspapers – the County Council has to save another £34 million 

over the next 3 years. They plan to massively overhaul the ICT systems, centralise policy making, meaning 

that there will be no cuts to front line staff (social workers, occupational therapists etc.). The council is 

now embracing prudential borrowing, as there is £75 million in reserves. The plan is to replace all the 

street lights with LEDs, saving £3 million per year. Kennington Road – the resurfacing project was signed 

off this afternoon. There will be work done on the gas mains first. The project will cost in excess of 

£700,000 and will take approximately 10 days. Super Users – Fix My Street Super Users can be appointed 

to undertake training, and to book Skanska directly to undertake repairs. 

 

201.18 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Bin with lid for Forest Side pavilion 

 

202.18 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – Lease of Forest Side playing field 

Cllr. Charlett moved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting, in order to prevent the disclosure to 

them of information relating to the lease of Forest Side. 
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District Cllr. Blagrove left the room.  

203.18 It was agreed that the council will propose that the rent of Forest Side is £2000 per annum, with a lease of 

15 years. This is in order for the parish council to be able to request grants for upgrading the play area, which 

require leases of at least 10 years. This was proposed by Cllr. Feather, seconded by Cllr. Robinson and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Savills with the proposed rent and length of lease. 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:24 pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


