
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
8 November 2018 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder  

Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Jennings  Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Robinson   

     

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

259.18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Smith and District Councillor Blagrove 

 

260.18 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 
 

261.18 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – None  

 

262.18 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 11 October 2018 as a true record, with 

one correction. 

 

263.18 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Email from resident regarding the Armistice commemorations: 

“I am aware that many Councils are getting "Tommy Silhouettes" to erect by their War Memorials for the 

Centenary Remembrance Day Service. 

Has Kennington Parish Council made plans to get involved and purchase one or more from the "There But 

Not There" Charity?” 

Clerk and Chairman investigated possible options, but unfortunately the small Perspex silhouettes would 

not have shown up at the war memorial, and the large silhouette was too expensive for non-permanent 

fixture. Clerk wrote to advise that the parish council makes a large donation to the Royal British Legion 

each year for its wreath, and that the Council is hoping to plant a commemorative tree. 

B Response from Royal Mail regarding the postbox on Bagley Wood Rd: 

“I can confirm that, after making enquiries with the Collection Planning Manager, the box was stolen. We 

have ordered a new posting box and this will be installed as soon as it arrives in the office. This process can 

take a number of weeks to complete but we’re hopeful that we'll be able to install the post box within the 

next twelve weeks.” 

C Bollards have fallen down along The Avenue and on the corner of Grundy Crescent. The Chairman, in 

consultation with the Clerk, have arranged for these to be reinstated. 

D Drain near Edward Rd bus stop is blocked, and people sat at the bus stop get soaked when a vehicle goes 

past on a rainy day. Clerk reported this on Fix My Street. Oxfordshire County Council has advised that this 

is now scheduled to be fixed. 

E Email from resident suggesting goal posts are installed at one of the playing fields: 

“The longer I live in Kennington the more I become aware that it is a village which takes its football very 

seriously. Having lived here for many years I was shocked a few years ago to attend my first annual KAFC 

gathering to discover just how extensive the organisation was. As a result there are many boys and girls 

within the village who are involved with teams, and who now take their football very seriously. The down 

side of this is that there are little pockets of frustration all across the village where children kick a ball 

around at home - often prompting complaints from parents or neighbours because their space is not 

appropriate for the kicking around of a football. 
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Kennington as a village is obviously blessed with two excellent playing fields with multiple football pitches - 

but few children use these outside of official training sessions on Tuesday or Thursday nights or matches on 

weekend mornings.  When I ask children about this they say that the playing fields are of no interest to 

them because they have no goals.  And it is in this regard that I think they have a point. When I travel 

around the country (which I've done more than my fair share of) I see countless villages with far smaller 

playing fields than those of Kennington, but with child-friendly goals permanently installed. And as a result 

I see children using these playing fields more than the children of Kennington do. In contrast Kennington 

has one huge adult-sized goal squirrelled away in the most remote, darkest corner of the pitch at Playfields 

Road, and nothing at Forest Side. There are of course countless sets of goals owned by KAFC which get 

brought out for training sessions or matches but then put away again straight away. 

I would like to propose to Kennington Parish Council that we should install some permanently available 

goals at Forest Side and/or Playfields Road recreation grounds. If there is concern that these might result in 

wear and tear on the grass, maybe we could get movable ones? I am aware that there is a risk of 

vandalism, as there is with all public assets, but I think that there is sufficient interest in these goals both to 

assist with their cost and also to encourage their protection.” 

264.18 It was agreed that the council will take no action. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. 

Feather and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident of the council’s decision 

 

F Email from resident regarding double yellow lines outside the Co-op on Kennington Road: 

“I want to talk to you about an issue that has plagued the village for years. Now the road has be relayed 

it's the perfect opportunity to stamp this out. I read a post on Kennington Connected (Facebook) and it 

really got me thinking. I would be happy to quit my job and take a wage from Kennington Parish Council. 

For the council to install good quality cameras and I personally will trawl through the hours of footage and 

take a screenshot of every car that "breaks the law" and issue a fine (with the help of Thames valley 

police). It's getting silly now as there seems to be a massive increase in offending motorists. Please get 

back to me as I would like to hear what you have to say about this issue.” 

265.18 It was resolved that this is not feasible for the parish council to pursue.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident of the council’s decision, advising him of the district council’s proposals to 

decriminalise parking on double yellow lines, so VOWH DC would be responsible in future. 

 

G Clerk has booked on free training events regarding Emergency Planning and Organising Events, and sent 

details to councillors. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham is also booked on the Emergency Planning event in January. 

H The email received from nominee for the VOWH Community Award was noted: 

“I was very surprised to receive notification that the Parish Council had nominated me for a Vale of White 

Horse award for work with KOA. Thank you very much for this. Sadly I am unable to go to the award lunch 

as I have already booked something else that day. 

I think it is important to say that I see this as an award to KOA. I am a relative newcomer on the scene and 

realise that there are others who have worked tirelessly for many years to help KOA achieve so much. We 

recognise that the time has come to call it a day, as we are all getting older, and the next generation will 

have different ways of doing things. We shall be formally closing the books at a meeting on November 

14th. We hope that it may be possible to have a permanent reminder of KOA such as a plaque in the 

Village Centre but will be discussing this at the final meeting. 

Once again, thank you for nominating me.” 

I Email from North Hinksey Parish Council regarding the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway: 
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“Following on from our earlier open discussion at the July NHPC meeting we are now inviting you, along 

with other Parish Councils in the vicinity, to send one or two representatives to our next Council meeting at 

8pm on Thursday 29th November to further discuss the proposed Oxford to Cambridge Expressway. I would 

be grateful if you could reply to me to confirm whether any of your Councillors will be able to attend. 

As you will already know, Highways England are running drop in sessions for Parish Councils on the 23rd 

(which some of our Councillors will be attending) and also earlier in the day on the 29th, which means that 

we should be able to hold a more informed discussion in our meeting about both the process and the 

approach being taken by the various Parish Councils.” 

266.18 It was agreed that Cllr. Cobb will attend the next meeting of North Hinksey Parish Council. The Clerk and 

Cllrs. Charlett, Gelder and Feather will attend the drop-in sessions at Sandford-on-Thames. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Reply to North Hinksey Parish Council. 

 

J Letter received from nominee of Vale Community Award: 

“Please would you convey my thanks to the Parish Council for nominating me to receive a Community 

Award from the Vale of White Horse District Council’s Chairman? In many ways I feel that it should go to 

others, in particular those who saved our library some years ago, well before I was involved.  

I shall be delighted to accept it but will do so on behalf of them, my fellow Trustees and the library 

volunteers, all of whom make a huge contribution to the running of our library.  

It is very gratifying for us all to know how much the Parish Council values our Community Library and its 

place in the village. We shall continue to work to ensure its ongoing success.” 

K Several emails received from a company in America offering financial advice for cancer patients, 

requesting a link to the parish council website. Clerk replied that the website is only for local services, so 

advised that the link cannot be added to the site. 

L Clerk circulated dates of 2019 meetings to the council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add dates to parish council noticeboard and website 

 

M Carols around the Tree will take place on 2nd December at 6.00pm at the War Memorial. Cllrs. Charlett, 

Baggott and Bakewell have volunteered to help at this event. Clerk has arranged for the Christmas tree to 

be delivered on Thursday 29 November. 

267.18 It was resolved that some Christmas songs will be sung as well as carols this year. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase new suit for Father Christmas 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase ingredients for mulled wine, fruit punch, sausage rolls and mince pies. Pass recipes 

on to Cllr. Charlett. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Said Business School re pie warmers, large pans etc. 

 

N Barclays has sent a form requesting confirmation of details of the parish council. Clerk will complete and 

submit. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact George Ross to ask the date that Kennington Parish Council was formed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit completed form to Barclays. 

  

O Mr Symes has written to the council to advise that he is retiring, so will no longer act as the council’s 

internal auditor. Clerk has received an email from Wantage Town Council: 

“I believe your council has been employing Roger Symes as internal auditor, as we have been. I received 

this week a letter advising that he would no longer be providing this service. The Town Council had some 
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years ago a 'beauty parade' of companies specialising in providing internal audit services to parish 

councils. Councillors were not impressed because of the reliance on limited sampling techniques and 

quoted oncosts if it was found extra work was required. Ideally we would like to replace Roger with 

someone of similar ilk who is reasonably locally based. Have you considered a replacement for Roger? It 

may be appropriate that if you are looking to replace Roger that we should look together rather than doing 

our own thing. Roger also worked with Grove Parish Council and I am in liaison with its clerk concerning 

this.”  

Clerk replied that Radley PC also have been using Mr Symes, so may be interested, and forwarded the 

email on to the Clerk to Radley PC.  

268.18 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council would investigate a new internal auditor with the other 

town and parish councils. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Wantage and Radley parish councils about finding a new internal auditor 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask AAT and at SLCC branch meeting for advice on finding a new internal auditor 

 

P Letter from Keeper of Bagley Wood to advise that Bagley Wood will be open to free permissive access on 

foot from 1st December 2018: 

“Under the revised arrangements, the public will be welcome to walk on any ‘stone or mown’ route within 

the wood – either hard track or mown ride – accessed from designated entrances only. We will continue to 

ask people not to stray onto informal routes, for their own safety, in particular those from neighbouring 

properties, but will always listen to requests for particular routes to be opened up where they would 

improve the path network. Similar to the University Parks, the wood will be closed to the public and all 

entrances locked on one day annually, something that will be announced well in advance, each year. It may 

also be necessary to close the wood (or parts of it) occasionally when work is being carried out which 

cannot otherwise be safely accomplished. Again, any such closure will be announced well in advance. 

Your parishioners may already have noted that we have been working on Bagley’s path network in recent 

months, including providing sprung pedestrian gates at several points, making sure path surfaces are in 

good condition and redefining some routes to protect sensitive environments and ensure public safety and 

convenience. In due course, signs will go up explaining where the public are welcome to walk and the 

various restrictions we will ask them to adhere to. Information will continue to be provided as to where 

forestry work is underway and any temporary, local path closures that may be needed to keep walkers 

safe. 

These changed arrangements are designed to benefit local people. We are not intending to publicise this 

change outside of the two (Kennington and Sunningwell) parishes and will not be providing parking for 

people coming from further afield. In this way we will protect the special place that is Bagley Wood and 

guard the environs of Kennington and Sunningwell against increased traffic and disturbance. We are open 

to any discussion your Parish Council may want, now and in the future, over the best management of this 

process and, in turn, would welcome any help you can provide in making this a successful development for 

all parishioners. 

If you have any further questions about these changes please do not hesitate to get in touch. In the mean 

time I hope that your parishioners enjoy their time in Bagley Wood.” 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Suggest that the Keeper of Bagley Wood submits an article for the Chronicle 

 

Q Cllr. Robinson advised that there are some errors on the Councillors page of the website. OALC have 

advised that there will be new accessibility regulations being introduced in the next couple of years. 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting with Cllrs. Cobb, Mrs Buckingham and Robinson to discuss changes to the 

website 

 

R Internal checks needed for July – Sept, as well as April – June.  

269.18 It was agreed that Cllrs. Mrs. Buckingham and Bakewell will undertake the April – June checks, and Cllrs. 

Bakewell and Charlett will check the July – Sept accounts. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting for internal checks 

 

Continuing issues  

S Clerk arranged for BGG to remove the tree along Cow Lane which is growing over a garage.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Clerk will chase this up 

 

T MP Layla Moran advised that: 

“Unfortunately all the trees are now accounted for, but if I get any more I will certainly ask you first. I'm so 

sorry to disappoint you when you've done some work on finding a spot.” 

Clerk has spoken with Arboricultural Officer, who advised that the commemorative tree needs to be 

planted on parish council land. She is going to visit to look at a suitable tree to replace those removed at 

the bottom of Manor Grove and outside 30 Grundy Cr. 

270.18 It was resolved that the council does not have a suitable place for the commemorative tree, as it would 

need to be placed in a prominent position. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Withdraw request for commemorative tree 

 

U Clerk wrote to Stephen Lawrence to enquire whether he would be interested in acting as the council’s 

internal auditor. He replied that he has not done this line of work in a while, and does not intend to 

resume. He had contacted CIPFA to ask for assistance, but did not receive a response. Clerk contacted 

SLCC Oxfordshire Branch Mentor for advice.  

V External auditor, Moore Stephens apologised for over-charging the council, as all the required documents 

were submitted on time, and have issued a credit note. OALC have written to Moore Stephens on behalf 

of several dissatisfied councils, and have suggested ways in which the process can be improved next year. 

W Clerk submitted direct debit form to the Information Commissioner, and received confirmation that this 

has now been set up. 

X Clerk wrote to resident of 2A Upper Rd to ask that he refrains from blowing leaves across the road onto 

the parish council land. 

Y Oxfordshire County Council has confirmed that the grant request towards the overseeding of the playing 

fields, authorised by Cllr. Johnston, has been approved.  

Z A meeting took place to discuss the arrangements for the Remembrance Day parade and service. Clerk put 

an entry in the Chronicle and will add a Facebook event on Kennington Connected. The Clerk thanked all 

those who are participating in this year’s event.  

AA Clerk requested compensation for the delay in replacing the scramble net at Forest Side. A response was 

received: 

“Please accept our apologies for the delay. When we attended site originally, we had the wrong size net.  

As all of our equipment is made to order we have had a new net manufactured for you. We will be on site 

next week to install this.” 
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271.18 It was resolved that the council will submit a complaint via the formal procedure when the work is 

completed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit formal complaint to Playdale 

 

272.18 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
Request for grants  

A Kennington Whist Club has requested a grant towards the cost of the room hire at the village hall. 

273.18 It was agreed that council would approve a grant to Kennington Whist Club. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously.  

274.18 The sum of £120 was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Whist Club of the council’s decision 

 

B Royal British Legion 

275.18 It was resolved that the council would approve a grant to Royal British Legion. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously.  

276.18 The sum of £800 was proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Royal British Legion of the council’s decision 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

C Request for nomination for the High Sheriff’s Awards 2018/19 

277.18 It was resolved that the council would submit two nominations.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit nomination forms 

 

Correspondence for information  

D Helen & Douglas House – How outdoor sensory experiences help our children 

E Royal British Legion – 100 years since Armistice – get involved with this year’s Poppy Appeal 

F Community First Oxfordshire – At a Glance – Latest News from Community First Oxfordshire 

G Healthwatch Oxfordshire – regular briefings 

H Public Sector Executive Online – regular newsletter 

I Thames Tap – regular property newsletter 

J VOWH DC –Survey launched on updates to Housing Allocations Policy – forwarded to councillors 

K Rural Services Network = The Rural Bulletin – regular newsletter 

L BBOWT - Survey regarding the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway – forwarded to councillors 

M Royal British Legion – Support Team UK at the 2018 Invictus Games 

N Westminster Insight – Doing More for Older People Conference 

O Request from resident to ring church bells on 12.30pm on 11th Nov – forwarded to Cllr. Baggott 

P Matthew Barber – Police & Crime Bulletin October 2018 

Q Public Sector Executive Online = regular newsletter 

R O2C Expressway Parish Council Engagement Event –forwarded to councillors & space booked 

S Oxfordshire County Council – Oxfordshire Matters October 2018 

T The Abingdon Bridge – letter of thanks for the grant 

U Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice – Headlines October 2018 

V Radley Parish Council – Parish Council update 

W Civic Voice – War Memorials News 
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X Oxfordshire County Council – Primary School place admissions poster- added to noticeboard 

Y Vale News October 2018 - regular newsletter 

Z OALC October update – forwarded to councillors 

AA CPRE Newsletter October 2018 

AB Oxford City Local Plan 2036 Public Consultation – forwarded to councillors 

AC Rural Services Network – Rural Funding Digest – November 2018 edition 

AD Parish Online - News and Updates 

AE Oxfordshire New Housing and Expressway – comments from residents of Garsington 

AF Active Places Newsletter November 2018 

AG Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme Newsletter November 2018 

AH VOWH - Renewable Energy workshop – forwarded to councillors 

AI Letter and thank you card received from Rainbows for the grant for their new flag 

 

278.18 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 October 2018  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £195,865.84 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,286.55 

Total £204,652.39 

 

Income in October 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Direct Debits to be paid in November 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in November  

   

Oxfordshire County Council 
Grant approved by Cllr. Johnston towards overseeding of playing 
fields 

£1,000.00 

Reference 
No.  

   Power to Act 
 

DD Information Commissioner 
Annual data protection fee 

£35.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

DD Castle Water Ltd 

War memorial water supply May – Nov 

£19.42 War Memorials Act 

1923 

DD Castle Water Ltd 

Playfield Rd pavilion water supply May-Nov 

£49.46 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

Reference 
No. 2018/ 

   Power to Act 
 

121 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for October less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,056.31 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

122 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£187.49 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

123 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for October 

£335.98 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

124 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for November less tax                       

£84.52 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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Total be transferred in November £6,733.51 
  
279.18 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
280.18 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted unanimously. 

 

125 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
November’s allowance    

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

126 Kennington Rainbow Guides 
Grant awarded at Oct meeting min no’s 218.18 & 219.18 

£123.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

127 Kennington Youth Club 
Grant awarded at Oct meeting min no’s 220.18 & 221.18 

£440.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

128 The Abingdon Bridge 
Grant awarded at Oct meeting min no’s 222.18 & 223.18 

£200.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

129 Be Free Young Carers 
Grant awarded at Oct meeting min no’s 224.18 & 225.18 

£100.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

130 Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice 
Grant awarded at Oct meeting min no’s 226.18 & 227.18 

£600.00 Section 142 
LGA 1972 

131 Dataprint 
500 copies of Remembrance Day service booklet 

£119.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

132 SLCC Enterprises Ltd 
Local Council Administration (11th edition) 

£108.79 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

133 S Higgs 
Apply pre-seed fertiliser and grass seed to playing fields 

£945.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

134 Amazon Payments Europe S.C.A. 
Cardboard comment box for pavilion public consultation 

£5.75 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

135 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for October 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 

£434.02 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

136 Mrs R L Brown 
Printing & laminating for pavilion public consultation & 
refreshments for Remembrance Day parade  

£123.84 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

 

137 Moore Stephens 
External audit for 2017-18 

£360.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

138 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for November 

£98.00 Section 134(4) 
LGA 1972 

139 Scorpion Signs Ltd 
3x signs for play areas 

£54.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

140 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 

Verge and cemetery grass cutting & village maintenance 

in October 

£1,200.00 Section 96(5) 

Highways Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

141 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 

Wheelie bin exchanges for November 

£141.84 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

142 Mr B Peedell 

Flowers for war memorial garden 

£19.97 War Memorials Act 

1923 
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281.18 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 23 October 2018 were noted.    

 

282.18 WAR MEMORIAL PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

283.18 It was agreed that the Council will arrange for the four damaged bollards to be replaced with Portland 

Stone bollards. The quotation from OG Stonemasonry will be accepted, provided that the stones will be 

tapered with a round top, as the existing bollards, and that any damage caused by the work is repaired. 

This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for damaged bollards to be replaced 

 

284.18 PLAYFIELD ROAD PAVILION FEASIBILITY STUDY AND PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

285.18 The Clerk presented the comments from residents received so far. These are largely positive, but some 

queries have been raised, such as the relocation of the play area and the provision of garage facilities.  

286.18 It was agreed that the Clerk will write an interim response to address these concerns. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Post interim response to comments on website, Kennington Connected and display 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact architect in order to complete feasibility study before December meeting 

 

287.18 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

288.18 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 The PPG meeting was cancelled, as the doctor and Practice Manager could not attend. The Practice 

Manager was unhappy that her responses to the Q&A had been included in the Chronicle. The next PPG 

meeting will take place on 28th November in Botley. There is a PPG forum on 23rd November at West 

Oxford Community Centre on how PPGs and practices can work together. This will run from 11am – 3pm – 

please come along if you can. 

289.18 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Committee 

 The new flooring has been laid in the lobby and meeting rooms, and looks very nice. A price has been 

accepted for redecorating the lobby and hall – this will be done out of hours over 2 weeks in order to 

minimise the disruption. 

 

290.18 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

291.18 Cllr. Patterson – The trees from 214 Upper Road are blocking the street light in the footpath.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to resident of 214 Upper Road, requesting that the tree is cut back. 

 

292.18 Cllr. Ms. Jempson has sent images of the trees and pavements along Sandford Lane to Owen Jenkins, 

Director for Infrastructure Delivery, at Oxfordshire County Council. Cllr. Johnston has also raised the issue 

of the pavements with him and he will look into it. 

293.18 Cllr. Gelder has received information about establishing a food bank in Blackbird Leys, and was asked if 

Kennington Parish Council would like to get involved. It was requested that the information is sent to the 

Clerk. 

294.18 Cllr. Jennings – the property next to the Co-op has a plant growing over the path. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask resident of property adjacent to Co-op to cut back plant 
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295.18 Cllr. Feather expressed his thanks that Kennington Road is now fixed, but the manhole cover outside his  

house rattles now! The graffiti on the road near the junction with Upper Road is being left to weather, as 

this should happen quickly at this time of year. 

296.18 Cllr. Bakewell expressed his thanks to the Oxford Preservation Trust for their work in the memorial field. 

The tow path is still closed, so you are unable to walk to Oxford this way. He has spoken to the chemists 

regarding the planters outside the front looking untidy, but they are unable to do anything about this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Oxford Preservation Trust to thank them for the work in the memorial field 

 

297.18 Cllr. Robinson queried what would happen if the Clerk needed to take a sudden leave of absence, as he is 

aware that this has happened in another parish. The Clerk advised that Kennington and Radley have a 

reciprocal arrangement for emergency cover for meetings. A councillor is able to act as the Proper Officer 

if this was required. Cllr. Robinson expressed his thanks to SKANSKA for doing such a great job of 

resurfacing Kennington Road. Several councillors are having issues opening attachments on their parish 

council email address, and requested that documents are uploaded into the councillor’s area of the 

website. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Upload relevant documents onto the Councillors’ area of the website 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Paddy Landau to look into the problem 

 

298.18 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – people are driving too fast along St Swithun’s Road, and asked if a light up 30mph 

sign could be installed along there. The recent traffic survey indicated that most people are not speeding; 

however the perception is that cars are going too fast on the sharp bend. The noticeboards around the 

village also look a mess. 

299.18 It was agreed that all members of the council take responsibility for keeping the noticeboards tidy and 

removing any outdated posters. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add defibrillator posters to the noticeboards, where this not already one 

 

300.18 Cllr. Cobb reiterated that the crew had done a brilliant job of the resurfacing, and that Gary Jackson was 

excellent. Dwayne was very courteous when residents needed to get through, as were the whole crew.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Pass on the council’s thanks to SKANSKA for their work resurfacing Kennington Road 

 

301.18 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

302.18 Cllr. Johnston  

 Local Plan Part 2 – The inspector’s report is on the Vale website. It says the plan can be made sound, but 

needs further work, for example, on Abingdon airfield. This is in relation to the number of houses, noise 

mitigation etc. Also, the Vale, without consulting Oxfordshire County Council, wanted to safeguard land 

for a bus lane between the airfield and Lodge Hill. A bus lane would not be necessary along this route, so 

the idea was chucked out. A special cabinet meeting is arranged for next Friday, as the Officer writing the 

paper to the inspector is required to respond by 20th November. 

 

303.18 Cllr. Blagrove  

Planning Committee - 3 Sandford Lane.  Following speaking on the item some of the residents explained 

to me that they had received threatening emails etc. for objecting to the application.  I urged them to 

forward them on to Bob and I and the planning department.  If the Parish Council hear of anything, please 

ensure it is reported. Local plan Part 2 - We have organised a special council meeting to be held a week on 
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Monday (19th November) so that we can agree, as a council, the way forward to respond to the Inspector’s 

report.  This relates mainly to Dalton Barracks.  The Inspector’s letter in on the Vale’s Website but the 

most pertinent part of it is covered in Paragraph 12. 

“Therefore, for the current LPP2 proposals to be demonstrated to be sound the evidence base must support 

an unambiguous proposal at Dalton barracks for a new settlement of up to 4,500 dwellings, albeit on the 

basis that only an estimated 1200 dwellings would be completed during the current plan” 

My understanding is that officers are, at this stage, confident of delivering options to us that will satisfy 

the Inspector’s request.  Cabinet will be briefed next week and then make a recommendation, or 

recommendations, to council. Expressway - There is a Councillor briefing on the expressway next Friday 

16th.  Hopefully this will go some way to addressing the concerns raised by the growth board that are 

supported by the Vale, summarised in Cllr Murphy’s statement below:  

Cllr Jane Murphy “The expressway will have an impact on every resident and business in 

every area of Oxfordshire and the board is united in its belief that the government’s 

announcement in September has raised as many questions for Oxfordshire as it h as 

answered.  

“Much of the work the growth board is doing, in particular in relation to the Oxfordshire 

Housing and Growth Deal, will be directly or indirectly affected by the expressway, and we 

need more certainty if we’re to deliver the work required of us effectively.”  

All the best for Remembrance Sunday commemorations. 

 

304.18 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

 There will be a briefing on 16th November regarding the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway – there is a 

cloud of total uncertainty and this may affect everyone considerably. Oxfordshire County Council are 

minded to object to the planning application on the Westwood Country Hotel site, as it is in a remote and 

inaccessible location, so the transport plans are unsustainable. There is only one bus per hour and not 

enough parking on site. The applicant needs a more robust transport plan (for example, running a minibus 

for staff). 

 

305.18 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Future maintenance of war memorial – for 2019 

 

306.18 ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

None 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:20 pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


