
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
14 March 2019 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder  

Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Jennings  Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Robinson (arrived late) 

 

In Attendance:   Rachel Brown (Clerk)   

 

425.18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – District Councillor Blagrove and Cllr. Smith 

 

426.18 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 
 

427.18 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – None  

 

428.18 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 14 February 2018 as a true record. 

 

429.18 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month   

A Message from resident via Facebook Messenger: 

“Just letting you know that one of the lamposts  is not working in the footpath between St Swithuns  Road 

and Simpsons Way, it's the one nearest Simpsons Way. I don't have the no. of the lampost sorry.” (sic) 

Clerk reported on Fix My Street. Oxfordshire County Council responded: 

“Thank you for reporting this outage for an Electrical asset maintained by Oxfordshire County Council. 

Reports of this kind are vital to assist us in keeping the County in light. We have logged your report on our 

asset management system and we hope to get this repaired as soon as possible. Oxfordshire County 

Council have recently appointed new term maintenance contractors to manage our electrical highway 

assets within Oxfordshire, however they are currently dealing with a small backlog of outstanding faults 

from the transition from the old contractor to the new. Our aim is to get as many faults as possible 

rectified, however this will be based on an area approach. Apologies for any inconvenience caused while 

this asset is out of operation. Kind regards The Electrical – Lighting Team State changed to: Action 

scheduled” 

Clerk passed this on to resident. 

B Resident phoned for advice on how to dispose of a broken window and frame, as she is unable to get rid 

of it herself. Clerk passed on the phone number for Biffa at Vale of White Horse DC. 

C Clerk contacted the South Central Ambulance Service as the Android version of the Save a Life 

(defibrillator) app is currently unavailable, and is hoping to receive a date when it will be back. Clerk 

posted this information on Kennington Connected. South Central Ambulance Service advised that they are 

hoping to maintain and develop the app further, and will be requesting £20,000 from the board for this 

next week. However, if this funding is not agreed, sufficient funding has been already agreed to solve the 

problems with the app. The Ambulance Service will update the Clerk in two weeks. 

D Clerk has been copied into correspondence between The Low Carbon Hub and Vale of White Horse District 

Council regarding Sandford Hydro Business Rates.  

430.18 It was agreed that there is no action for Kennington Parish Council. Cllr. Bakewell advised that if people 

are interested in visiting the Hydro, this can be arranged. 
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E Resident of The Avenue queried whether the speed of the hump outside St Swithun’s could be made 

20mph – even if this was a suggested speed limit, as some large vehicles going over it cause a lot of noise 

and make the house shake. He had been informed that someone from the district council would come out 

and measure the noise levels, but this does not seem to have happened.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advise resident that he needs to contact the district council. 

 

F Dates for May parish council meetings need to be changed due to the elections. The committee meetings 

will also need to be changed. The new dates are: 

• Parish Council Meeting – 16th May 

• Planning Meeting – 21st May 

• Playing Fields Meeting – 22nd May 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Circulate new meeting dates by email 

 

G Resident emailed regarding a tree in the cemetery: 

“…could someone please arrange to have the tree in the cemetery entrance lopped so I don't have to keep 

picking up large branches from my garden that are knocking all my plants over. I fear one will land on the 

bungalow if something isn't done soon. 

I appreciate that today the winds have been very strong, but we shouldn't have to keep having this 

problem”  

This is the responsibility of St Swithun’s Church. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward email on to church and inform resident 

 

H Invoice was received from SSE Gas for Playfield Rd pavilion for £360.67. Clerk submitted a meter reading, 

and this was amended to £31.00. 

I Clerk completed survey on use of mapping software by Ordnance Survey 

 

Continuing issues  
J Waste Team at Vale of White Horse advised that they will place and empty bins on the public highway, 

where there is an identified need. A member of the team visited the footpath between Upper Road and 

Bagley Wood Rd but there was no litter. Clerk advised that this may be because it was half term and/or 

residents had picked up the litter. The grass verge is also not on the highway – clerk to investigate who it 

belongs to. Clerk contacted resident and asked if they could send any evidence of litter (e.g. photos) to 

send to VOWH. Resident responded: 

“I have been doing some further work. A single visit by the council is useless and should not be allowed to 

go unchallenged. I have asked my fellow residents if they pick up litter and they certainly do. Those at 

number … all pick up litter. … is particularly vigilant as he walks his dog every morning. I also pick up litter 

on my way to get my paper each morning. Yesterday I picked up an aluminium can and several other 

pieces. It was the same this morning but I forgot to photograph any of it. 

The other point that someone made was that it is worse in summer when the children loiter under the 

trees. I will continue my campaign.” 

431.18 It was agreed that the Clerk will thank the resident for picking up the litter and suggest that he contacts 

the Vale directly, and ask the district councillors to back him up.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Thank resident for picking up the litter and suggest that he contacts the district council 

directly, asking the district councillors for their support. 
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K Waste Tour dates advertised in the Kennington Chronicle – details passed on to interested residents to 

book a space. 

L Clerk contacted Ofo again on Twitter about the yellow bike at Fiddler’s Elbow, which has not yet been 

collected. No response has been received to tweets or emails to their customer services centre. This 

company no longer exists in Oxford. The metal signs are still lying around the village.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Redbridge Recycling Centre if the council can take the abandoned road works signs there 

 

M Clerk has changed Outlook settings to councillors’ email addresses, to try and solve the problem with 

attachments appearing as winmail.dat. The problem now seems to be resolved, although Cllr. Smith 

advised that he received a winmail.dat when there was no attachment. Clerk will continue to monitor. 

N BGG will provide a quotation this week for cutting back the trees at The Paddock and clearing the 

bank at the bottom of Cow Lane.  

432.18 It was agreed that the council will accept the price from BGG to undertake this work. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask BGG to cut back trees at The Paddock and clear the bank at the bottom of Cow Lane 

 

Cllr. Robinson joined the meeting 

O Clerk attended Playground Inspection Training on 2nd March so can cover for Cllrs. Charlett and Smith if 

they are unavailable. 

P Clerk wrote to Bev Hindle, Director of Environment & Economy at Oxfordshire County Council regarding 
the possibility of installing a defibrillator on a lamppost, and received an acknowledgement saying that he 
is on annual leave and one of the officers would respond. There is now a petition in parliament to get 
defibrillators in all public spaces, and electric charging points for cars are being inserted into lampposts.  
Clerk to contact Owen Jenkins now as Bev Hindle is on secondment.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Follow up this request with Owen Jenkins 

 
Q Clerk responded to Highways Survey from Oxfordshire County Council  
R Clerk has written to Radley Parish Council to express Kennington Parish Council’s support in asking 

Oxfordshire County Council for Kennington Road (Radley) to be resurfaced.  
S Malcolm Clamp has provided his terms and conditions of service, and has agreed to act as the internal 

auditor for Kennington Parish Council. 

T Clerk informed the Promotions Officer at The Beacon, Wantage, that posters could be added to the 

noticeboards in Kennington, provided that they are removed after the event has taken place. 

U Resident of Rowles Close called about the footpath at Rowles Close, as the boards are very slippery. Clerk 

advised that the council are looking at this. 

433.18 It was agreed that there is no action for the council. 
 

434.18 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
Request for grants   

A Friends of St Swithun’s School (FOSS) has requested a grant towards the cost of the Fun Run, which they 

have taken over this year. 

435.18 It was agreed that the council would like further information about the anticipated costs of holding the 

Fun Run. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request details of the anticipated cost of the Fun Run from Friends of St Swithun’s School 
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Correspondence for discussion/action   

B Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association – request to renew membership for 2019-20 at a cost of £74.00. 

Cllr. Johnston declared an interest as he is the Chairman of OPFA.  

436.18 It was agreed that the council will renew its membership of the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association. 

Cllr. Johnston abstained. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew membership of the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 

 

C Community First Oxfordshire – invitation to renew membership for 2019-20 - fee of £70.00. 

437.18 It was agreed that the council would renew its membership with Community First Oxfordshire. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed all in favour. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew membership with Community First Oxfordshire 

 

D Invitation from North Hinksey Parish Council to meeting on the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway on 8th 

March – forwarded to councillors. Notes from the meeting were also forwarded to councillors.  

438.18 It was agreed that the council would like to continue to receive information from the meetings, but we 

unable to attend the next meeting.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send apologies that a representative cannot attend the next meeting, but ask to continue to 

receive the correspondence. 

 

E Consultation – Hinksey Hill/Oxford Rd – Proposed 30 mph Speed Limit – forwarded to councillors 

439.18 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council has no objections. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit response to consultation. 

 

F Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2031 Part 2 - Public Consultation on Schedule of Proposed Draft Main 

Modifications – forwarded to councillors 

439.18 It was agreed that there is no action for the council. 

 

Correspondence for information 

G Wall to Wall – BBC2 Production Casting flyer – added to noticeboards 

H OALC –February 2019 update – forwarded to councillors  

I Oxford Preservation Trust Awards 2019 – now open for entries! 

J CPRE – The Oxfordshire Plan 2050: Vision and Objectives Consultation 

K Care Matters – for people who look after family members, friends or neighbours – on back table 

L River Thames Society – Annual Report and invitation to AGM on 6th April 2019.  

 

440.18 FINANCIAL REPORT   

 The Clerk discussed the additional budget report, and gave explanations of material variances. 

441.18 It was agreed that the Clerk’s recommended actions from the additional budget report will be undertaken 
– virement of £600 from 4409 Playfield Rd scrub clearing to 4438 Pitch Maintenance; virement of £600 
from 4413 Forest Side scrub clearing to 4438 Pitch Maintenance; virement of £800 from 4410 Forest Side 
rent to 4438 Pitch Maintenance; transfer of £200 from General Reserves into 322 EMR – Defibrillators. 
This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Undertake agreed actions from the additional budget report 
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442.18 It was agreed that the remaining £630 from 4305 for kerb/weed spraying will be carried forward into the  
budget for next year. Cllr. Johnston proposed that Footpath No. 2 and the path next to the Tandem to the 
railway bridge are sprayed. This was seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed all in favour. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for weed spraying of Footpath No. 2 and the path between The Tandem and the 

railway bridge. 

 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 28 February 2019  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £172,751.90 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,346.64 

Total £181,598.54 

 
Direct debits to be paid in March 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts paid since last meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in March 

Reference 
No: 2018/… 

   Power to Act 
 

DD Castle Water Ltd 
Water supply for Playfield Rd pavilion for January 2019 

£16.94 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD SSE Gas 

Gas supply for Playfield Rd pavilion Q4 

£31.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

Reference 
No: 2018/… 

   Power to Act 
 

201 Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 
Playground inspection training for clerk 

£45.00 Section 175 LGA 
1972 

Reference 
No. 2018/ 

   Power to Act 
 

202 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for March less tax                       

£105.75 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

203 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and NI contributions 

£192.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

204 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for February 

£335.98 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

205 Mr T Fleming 
Grass cutting volunteer for war memorial - March 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

206 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) 
Annual subscription 2019-20 

£773.22 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

207 Amazon Payments Europe SCA 
Yellow A4 paper and silicone keyboard 

£20.94 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

208 Society of Local Council Clerks 
Annual membership 2019-20 

£156.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

209 Campaign to Protect Rural England 
Annual membership 2019-20 

£36.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

210 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for February 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 

£434.02 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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** In February, the council was charged for cutting the grass at the cemetery in error – this should have been 
hedge trimming at a cost of £250 +VAT 
 
Total be transferred in March £4,227.94 
  
443.18 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
444.18 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted unanimously. 

 

445.18  MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 19 February and draft minutes from 12 March 2019 

were noted.    

 

446.18 SUMMER FLOWER BASKETS 

447.18 It was agreed that the council will agree a theme for the flowers in the village for this summer. This will 

include all the flower baskets around Kennington and the flower beds at the war memorial.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Check if volunteers are still happy to help on this basis 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a meeting with Cllrs. Johnston, Charlett, Gelder and Cobb to agree a theme for the 

village. 

 

448.18 PARISH PHONE LINE 

449.18 It was agreed that the council will renew its contract with BT. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson 

seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

 

450.18 STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

451.18 It was resolved that the amended Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been reviewed and 

agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb  seconded by Cllr. Robinson and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add updated documents to the website 

 

211 St John’s College, Oxford 
Forest Side rent 25/03/2019 – 23/06/2019 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

212 Electronic Temperature Instruments Ltd 
Legionnaires’ thermometer kit 

£165.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

213 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for February less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,056.11 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

214 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
4 copies of The Good Councillors Guide 

£20.80 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

215 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for March 

£44.00 Section 134(4)  
LGA 1972 

216 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Additional payment for trimming cemetery hedges** 

£192.00 Section 214(6) 
LGA 1972 

217 Mrs R L Brown 
Clerk’s mileage claim for 2018-19 

£85.05 LG (Financial 
Provisions) 

Act 1963 

218 Maylarch Recycling 

Wheelie bins for play areas 

£97.68 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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452.18 OXFORDSHIRE PLAN 2050 CONSULTATIONS 

453.18 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council will not submit responses to these consultations 

 

454.18 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

455.18 Cllr. Patterson – Meeting with St Swithun’s School – Cllr. Patterson forgot about the meeting, so the Clerk 

has suggested setting a date for a meeting after the new council i.e. May or June. PCSO Rich Osborn is also 

trying to get something going at school, so it may be helpful to all meet together. 

456.18 Cllr. Cobb – Sea Scouts - Cllr. Cobb attended the recent Scout group meeting. The Scouts, Beavers and 

Cubs are all active groups with lots of different activities. Five scouts have achieved the Chief Scouts Gold 

Award, which is the highest award possible. They are looking to purchase some boats to take the sea 

scouts boating. The kitchen has been refurbished in the scout hall, but the ceiling in main hall needs 

repairing and replacing in some areas. 

457.18 Cllr. Baggott - St Swithun’s Church – Gerry Bowen Thomas passed away on Friday. He was an active 

member of the church and the village. 

458.18 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group – Gerry Bowen Thomas was also on the PPG 

Committee – they are very sad to hear he had died. The PPG has its AGM on Monday 19th March at 7pm in 

the village centre. Caroline Jones will be there. She wants to have a meeting with Sylvia before then as 

there are more changes afoot, and she doesn’t want the public to know about these until she has spoken 

to Sylvia. There is a CQC visit on 12th March, which Sylvia is going to. 

 

459.18 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

460.18 Cllr. Feather queried who has responsibility for clearing up after road traffic accidents, as there is a 
mountain of plastic debris from the shunt at the bottom of Upper Rd and Kennington Rd. Given the recent 
high winds, the parish council should be looking at the trees around the village. The trees at Forest Side 
need looking at. Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder will go around tomorrow and have a look at them. The leylandii 
at Forest Side will need looking at in the long term.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request prices for planting a row of trees in front of the leylandii. The leylandii can then be 

removed once the new trees are established. 

 
Cllr. Feather asked about the list of football matches on noticeboards. The list at Forest Side had been 
taken down on Monday, as all the fixtures had taken place. Cllr. Feather asked for the clerk to provide last 
year’s prices for the annual subscriptions / memberships when the council is making a decision on 
whether to renew these. Cllr. Feather also queried whether the parish council can help with ad hoc things 
for residents, such as the broken window mentioned in the Clerk’s reports. Several councillors said they 
would be happy to help out with things like this. 

461.18 Cllr. Bakewell raised the issue with the 30mph sign at the bottom of Bagley Wood Rd, which has fallen 
over, as this is currently dangerous.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up Highways to ask for this to be cleared as soon as possible. 

 
Cllr. Bakewell has spoken to representatives from Sandford Hydro, and a visit can be arranged for anyone 
who is interested – please let Cllr. Bakewell know if you would like to go.  

462.18 Cllr. Robinson – As the local elections are coming up, Cllr. Robinson suggested that the parish council has a 
moral obligation to get people interested. The Brexit deadline is currently 29th March, so Brexit delays may 
possibly affect local council elections, however the parish and district councils are working towards an 
election date of 2nd May. The Clerk advised that she has posted information on Kennington Connected and 
in the Chronicle, and posters will be displayed around the village once the Notice of Elections is received 
from Vale of White Horse. 

463.18 Cllr. Cobb advised that the toddler swing at Forest Side is not straight, but the chains cannot be adjusted. 
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464.18 Cllr. Ms. Jempson has reported to Highways a tree stump at The Avenue (opposite Sandford Lane 
junction), which is obstructing the pavement. Oxfordshire County Council has advised that the trees 
overhanging Sandford Lane are the responsibility of the land owner.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain an address for Charles Docker-Drysdale 

 

465.18 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

466.18 Cllr. Blagrove – Didcot Garden Town Housing Infrastructure Bid - In yesterday’s spring statement the 

£218m HIF bid was announced to have been successful. This will deliver extra infrastructure funding 

around the housing delivery in the area. Abingdon property - We have had good news regarding the 

Upper Reaches and (subject to successful final stages of negotiations) should see it re open as a hotel and 

restaurant in the near future. The Charter car park will receive its required health and safety updates. 

Work continues with retailers to fill the last few empty units. Planning - 187 The Avenue has been rejected 

by officers. I expect them to appeal but they will have to adjust the plan in my opinion. 3 Sandford Lane -  

they are appealing the rejection. 31 Sandford Lane - I met with residents who have concerns over water  - 

working with Thames water to investigate further. New toilets - Abbey Meadow toilet block update is 

complete. Accessible toilet accessed via a radar key to add protection against vandalism etc. Brexit - We 

are hearing the local elections will still happen in 2nd May.  However should Brexit be delayed beyond 

mid-April I think this might change. 

 

467.18 Cllr. Johnston – Hardly any meetings have been taking place, and one cabinet meeting was cancelled due 

to lack of business. A very significant amount of people are standing down. Michael Murray is alleged to 

be standing in Botley this time.  

 

468.18 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston – All is very quiet. There was a recent briefing – the 

council is pushing ahead with Oxfordshire Plan 2050 but most of what they are looking at is beyond 2031. 

 

469.18 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Work around war memorial – someone to lift crowns on 4 trees at back and trim hedges which are 

different sizes. Toby (war memorial volunteer) will trim the hedges when the weather warms up. 

 Picnic bench on concrete pad at Forest Side 

  

470.18 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – LEASE OF FOREST SIDE PLAYING FIELD 

471.18 It was agreed that the council accept these draft heads of terms. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, 

seconded by Cllr. Cobb, and voted for unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to Savills 

 

Meeting Closed at 9.01 pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


