
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
13 June 2019 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Ms. Jempson 

Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Patterson  Cllr. Smith  

       

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

54.19 CO-OPTION TO FILL THE THREE VACANCIES ON THE PARISH COUNCIL and sign the declaration of 

acceptance of office 

Four people had asked to be considered for the co-options. They were as follows: 
• Scott Powles   • Bill Russell   • Peter Collins  • Alison New 
A series of ballots were held and Bill Russell, Scott Powles and Alison New were elected to serve on the 

Parish Council. The three successful signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the 

meeting. 

 

55.19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Cobb and District Councillor Lugova 

 

56.19 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

57.19 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

58.19 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 14 May 2019 as a true record. 

 

59.19 REPORT OF THE CLERK  

A Complaints received about the state of the grass in the cemetery and a verge not being cut outside a 

resident’s house (on the usual schedule). Clerk contacted BGG to ask them to cut the cemetery ASAP and 

to remember to include this verge in the next highways/verge cut. 

B Request from Kennington Memory Club to advertise a vacancy for two weeks on the village noticeboards. 

Clerk advised that they are more than welcome to advertise on the noticeboards, but asked that they 

remove the notices once the deadline for candidates had passed. 

C Kennington Village Hall are creating a website, and the clerk was asked if the parish council would like a 

presence on the website –clerk sent link and emblem to Village Hall Management Committee, and 

requested that the link is sent when the site is ready for inclusion on the parish council website. 

D Thames Valley Police called to advise that there is a dead deer on the footpath near the riverbank in 

Kennington, which is decomposing. Clerk passed this on to Oxford Preservation Trust, who own the land, 

and it was cleared that evening. 

E Resident of Upper Rd called to say that there has been a car parked opposite her house for the past 3 

weeks. She believes it belongs to someone in the block of flats opposite. She has spoken to the police, 

who suggested that she puts a note on the car or contacts the parish council about it. She said she thought 

that the owner might be selling vehicles from the car park on the property, which is why his car is parked 

on the road. Clerk advised that, if the car is not parked illegally, there is unfortunately nothing the police 

or the parish council can do. Clerk suggested she contacts the Planning Enforcement Team if she is 

concerned that the resident is running a car sales business from the premises. 

F Email received querying why the water meadows near Sandford Lock had been cut. Clerk advised to 

contact Oxford Preservation Trust. 
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G Member of PPG asked if she could add notices to the parish council noticeboards in the village. Clerk 

confirmed that she can, and advised where they are located. 

H Resident called regarding a red van, which has been parked on the pavement outside 161 Bagley Close, 

and an old caravan parked in the front garden. These vehicles are not committing any offence, so nothing 

can be done. 

I Clerk made changes to website as requested by Kennington Youth Club, Kennington History Society and 

Kennington WI. 

J Resident reported that the hedges from nos. 7 and 8 Forest Side have grown beyond their boundaries and 

growing into the car park. Clerk investigated as part of playground inspection, and they are quite 

overgrown.  
ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to residents and ask them to trim the hedges 

 
K Email from Secretary of Kennington Playgroup Committee, requesting details about possible CIL funding 

from the Redrow development to contribute to the renovation of the outside play area. Clerk advised that 

the CIL funding from this development will go to Radley Parish Council and Vale of White Horse District 

Council, and suggested contacting Community First Oxfordshire or OCVA for grant funding suggestions. 

L Emails received from the Job Centre asking for a link to their website on the Kennington website. Clerk 

advised that the council considered this last year, and the parish council resolved not to add a link on the 

website, as it was felt that links should only be provided to services within the village. 

M Email from resident regarding hedge on Links Rd: 

“Please can you help? The house on the corner of Simpson’s Way and Links Road has an enormous hedge 

which has encroached so much onto the pathway that it’s almost impossible to walk on the path with an 

umbrella up. The lamp post has been engulfed in the hedge as well, but more concerning is the danger this 

poses to our neighbour who uses an electric wheelchair and mother’s with prams and toddlers as there is a 

lack of room on the pathway to accommodate them. I’m not one to complain but feel the hedge needs to 

be cut back before there is an accident” (sic) 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to resident to request that the hedge is trimmed 

 

N Resident was concerned about damage to the road on Rowles Close: 

“I am writing to report damage to the road surface at the entrance to Rowles Close.  

It has been caused by an oil leak from a large white transit van which is parked there overnight and 

weekends. The driver of the vehicle, who lives in one of the first floor flats, was seen trying to remove it last 

weekend, 4th May.  

He’s obviously concerned about it because as soon as he moves the vehicle each morning his partner takes 

her car from their parking space and parks over part of the damaged area.” 

Clerk reported on Fix My Street. 

O Bench was moved again into the wooded area in the centre of the BMX track, where there was evidence 

of a fire and the bench has been burnt. Bench has been returned to its usual location, and the police have 

been informed of the incident.  

P Email received from resident regarding graffiti on Sandford Lane (also copied to PCSO Rich Osborn): 

“Photos attached in the event of a prosecution. Just to let you know that I have reported this on Fix my 

Street. 

As Thames Water and BT Utility Boxes have been targeted then they will need contacting directly. Sandford 

Lane Industrial Estate landlord will also need contacting too. I am not sure if Litter Bins are Parish Council 
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and/or District/County Council. It is clearly same person as graffiti tag is the same from top of Sandford 

Lane to the Industrial Estate.” 

This has been reported on Fix My Street and Biffa have been cleaning this. There is therefore no action for 

the council. 

Q Email from resident regarding the hedges between Forest Side and Upper Rd: 

“Hedges on the left and right as you leave Forest Side to go onto Upper Rd have grown over the years to 

well exceed their respective boundaries and thus you no longer have a view as a driver to look at what 

traffic is coming.  Upper Road traffic far exceeds 30 mph and an accident is waiting to happen.” 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to residents to request that their hedges are trimmed back. 

 

R Part of a deceased animal was found near the salt bin at Playfield Rd playing field. Clerk arranged for Biffa 

to clear this away, and it was removed the same day. This was raised at the Community Action Group 

meeting, and the police officer who deals with this will look into it. South Hinksey are also having similar 

problems. 

 

Continuing issues  
S Resident suggested that CCTV could be installed in order to monitor the heavy goods vehicles travelling to 

and from the South Kennington development. Alternatively, there could be a ‘no right turn’ sign and 

guardsman at the site entrance.   

T Cllr. Baggott reported that two large delivery vehicles had driven through Kennington into the Redrow 

site. Clerk requested further details in order to pass this on to Stuart Walker, Planning Officer at Vale of 

White Horse DC – this was passed on to the Planning Enforcement Team and to Redrow. Clerk has been 

given details of the representative from Redrow and the person to contact in the Planning Enforcement 

Team, should issues arise in the future. 

U Email from Oxford Preservation Trust regarding the memorial field: 

“Just a couple of quick updates in case you are asked.  Firstly, there were some delays in the form of TB 

testing so the cattle will be arriving at the Memorial Field in the next few days.  I’ve put little signs with our 

grazier’s mobile number at the gate for emergencies.  Secondly, the great weather this week has been 

perfect for starting the repairs to the benches and the two in greatest need of attention are now looking as 

good as new.  We’ll tackle the other two next month.” 

V Clerk wrote to councillors who recently stood down to thank them for their service. Robin Mason called to 

pass on his thanks to the council for the lovely letter. Paul Robinson thanked the council for his letter, and 

would like to help with the Remembrance Day parade. Email addresses for the former councillors have 

been deleted. 

W Clerk reported blocked drain outside 5 Bagley Wood Rd on Fix My Street. Oxfordshire County Council 

advised that this will be included in the “forthcoming gully cleansing programme” 

X Clerk has ordered the new cup and bowl for the Best Kept Garden competition, and arranged for the Dr 

Blackman cup to be engraved with last year’s winner. Preliminary judging sheets have been distributed, 

and clerk will draw up a shortlist for final judging once these are all received. Final judging will take place 

on Saturday 22nd June. Thank you to everyone who is involved with the competition this year.  

Y Clerk requested quotation to repair the benches outside Mon Choisy, Manor Grove and Grundy Crescent. 

Z The damaged bollards at the war memorial have been replaced with Portland stone, which should be 

more hard-wearing. 

AA Resident asked for confirmation whether the tree outside the cemetery gates is the responsibility of St 

Swithun’s Church or the council. As it is on the driveway to the cemetery, it is the church’s responsibility.  



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 13 June 2019  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 14 
 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Isobel Baggott to reply to the resident about the overgrown tree 

 

AB Flowers at the war memorial have been planted. These are white alyssum, blue lobelia and pink and white 

begonia, to co-ordinate with the flower baskets in the village. Thanks to members of the Horticultural 

Society for doing this. 

AC Summer flowers have been collected from volunteers and put in the baskets. Cllrs. Charlett, Gelder, the 

Clerk and Peter Biggs are currently watering these. Mick Hutton has suffered a bereavement, so it was 

agreed that the councillors would help with watering the baskets at Meadow View Rd. It was agreed that 

Cllrs. Smith, Johnston, Gelder, Bakewell and Powles would help with this.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Circulate rota to flower basket watering volunteers 

 

AD Email from resident regarding signs still left in the village: 

“There are still 2 metal signs (one big, i.e. about 5 or 6 ft. tall and one smaller one about 3 ft tall and used 

to sign a diversion) left behind.  These are now difficult to spot as they're covered over with weeds and 

plant life, but they are most certainly there!  They are leaning against the wooden fencing near the edge of 

the road - just as the Kennington road joins the Old Abingdon road (i.e by the two Kendall Copses.  So, at 

the T-junction of Kennington rd and Old Abingdon rd, on the left side of the road (as if you were driving to 

access the Travellers' site just off the A34.)  Hope this makes sense! (sic)” 

Clerk reported to Oxfordshire County Council. 

AE Cllr. Charlett and Clerk met with representative from Oxfordshire County Council regarding the possibility 

of installing defibrillators on lampposts. He is keen to look at the possibility of this, but would like further 

information. Clerk has requested a copy of the specification sheet from Turtle Engineering for the cabinets 

we currently have in the village. This has been forwarded on to the representative from Oxfordshire 

County Council. It was reported that South Coast Ambulance use insulated cabinets which don’t need to 

be connected to the electricity – Cllr. Charlett will ask Dick Tracy about these and report back. 

AE Clerk contacted OALC and SLCC forum to ask about public participation using Skype or Facetime. OALC 

replied: 

“An interesting question! We are often asked about councillors phoning in  and the answer is NO; 

councillors have to be  present and that is interpreted as being in the room. Members of the public is a 

separate question all together. 

I am not aware of being asked the question before or of any councils that have allowed or investigated 

this. I notice you have asked the question on the SLCC Forum and it will be interesting to see what answers 

other clerks come up with. 

If a member of the public wants to raise an item in the public participation section but can’t be there, a fall-

back position is to put the query/request in writing and/or brief a councillor so it can be taken forward and 

put on the agenda for the next parish council meeting. No decisions will be made during the participation 

section of the agenda anyway.” 

No councils on SLCC forum have said they currently do this. 

60.19 It was agreed that the council would take no action. 

AF Clerk has finished working on the changes to the website, and Paddy Landau will make this ‘go live’ on 

Monday. Cllrs. Mrs. Buckingham, Cobb and the clerk will test the site. 

 

61.19 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
A The Apple Café has applied for a grant towards the cost of a new panini grill, which costs £164.38. 
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62.19 It was resolved that Council would approve a grant to The Apple Café. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously.  

63.19 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to grant the sum of £82.19, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform The Apple Café of the council’s decision  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask where the profits from the Apple Cafe go. 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

B Oxfordshire County Council – Consultation on Traffic Sensitive Streets 

64.19 It was agreed that the council will take no action. 

 

Correspondence for information  

C Invitation to Expressway meeting in Botley on 29th May – forwarded to councillors 

D Oxfordshire County Council Emergency Planning Team – Reception centre invite – sent to councillors 

E Oxford Flood Alliance – Update on the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme 

F RoSPA Play Safety Team – annual play area inspections will take place during July 

G Oxfordshire Together (OXTOG) Initiative – Outcome of Town and Parish Council survey 

H The Abingdon Bridge – Invitation to 2019 Annual General Meeting on 13th June at 7pm 

I Civic Voice Survey – “What do communities want from their local authority planning department?” – 

forwarded to councillors 

J North and West Parishes Expressway Group (NAWPEG) – Notes from Expressway meeting and 

invitation to July meeting 

K Thames Guardian - River Thames Society magazine 

 

64519 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Internal Audit 

Mr Clamp has audited 2018/19 accounts. Clerk met with Mr Clamp to discuss Matters Arising Report: 
1. What is the current situation regards the lease that expired in 2018? - Clerk advised that a new contract has been 
agreed by Kennington Parish Council, and this is waiting to be signed off by St John’s College. 
2. I cannot see any evidence for the box 9 figure of £352,984, it may be I've missed it. Could you direct me / advise on 
how I can verify 'Total fixed assets plus long term investments and assets' - Clerk apologised that this was not in the 
folder, and sent an electronic copy. Clerk clarified that local councils do not need to depreciate assets in the same way 
that businesses do. 
 
External Audit 
66.19 The public consultation will be taking place between 14 June and 22 July 2019. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advertise on noticeboard and website. 

 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 May 2019 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £210,926.96 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,346.64 

Total £219,773.60 
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Income in May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct Debits paid in May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct Debits to be paid in June 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Clerk has submitted a meter reading and requested an accurate bill. 
 
Accounts to be paid in June 

   

Oxfordshire County Council 
Grass cutting grant 2019-20 

£2,334.96 

Kennington Youth Club 
Hire of Forest Side 22nd May 2019 

£12.00 

Kennington Athletic Football Club 
Annual hire charge and hire of Forest Side 13th and 14th July 

£2,070.00 

Kennington Athletic Football Club – Under 10s Team 
Under 10s award ceremony – hire of Forest Side on 15th June 

£24.00 

Reference 
No. 2019/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD Castle Water 
Water supply for Playfield Rd pavilion for April 

£16.77 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Castle Water 
War memorial water supply for April 

£3.20 War Memorials Act 
1923 

Reference 
No. 2019/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD Public Works Loan Board 
Village hall loan repayment  Ref: 621 08448 

£2,118.53 LGA 1972 

DD SSE Gas 
Gas supply for Playfield Rd pavilion for Q1 2019-20 

£216.64* LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2019/ 

   Power to Act 
 

030 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for May less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,121.17 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

031 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for June less tax                       

£107.85 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

032 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£214.93 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

033 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for May 

£358.60 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

034 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting volunteer for June 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

035 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Verge, cemetery and playing fields grass cutting in April 
Verge, cemetery and playing fields grass cutting; village 
maintenance and work at Cow Lane and The Paddock in 
May 

£3,738.00 Section 96(5) 
Highways Act 1980 
LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

036 Kennington Youth Club 
Refund of hire fee for Forest Side pavilion 

£12.00 General Power of 
Competence 
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Total to be transferred in June: £8,158.28 
 
67.19 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
68.19 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Patterson and voted unanimously. 

 
69.19 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 14 May 2019 were noted.    

 

70.19 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 

 The Playing Fields Committee meeting draft minutes held on 22 May 2019 were noted. 

 

71.19 PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES 

72.19 It was agreed that the following policies had been reviewed and agreed: learning and development; child 
safeguarding; data protection. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed 
unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add documents to Councillor’s pack and upload to website 

037 Savills (St John’s College, Oxford) 
Forest Side rent 24/06/2019 – 28/09/2019 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

038 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for May 

£48.00 Section 134(4) LGA 
1972 

039 SH Lewis Cleaning Ltd 
Cleaning of bus shelters Q1 

£264.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

040 Prysebros Ltd (Complete Weed Control) 
Weed spraying of Rowles Close & The Tandem footpaths 

£90.00 Section 96(5) 
Highways 
Act 1980 

041 Mr B Peedell 
Supply of plants for war memorial garden 

£44.99 War Memorials Act 
1923 

042 JRB Enterprise Ltd 
10x boxes of dog dispenser gloves 

£296.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

043 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for May 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 

£542.42 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

044 Scorpion Signs Ltd 
Fire assembly point sign and 2x defibrillator and shops 
signs including fixings 

£126.00 Highways Act 1980 
LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

045 Enrych Oxfordshire 
Grant awarded @ May meeting – min nos 22.19 & 23.19 

£100.00 Section 137 LGA 
1972 

046 MC Accountancy Ltd 
Internal audit for 2018-19 

£300.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

047 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 
Wheelie bin exchanges for June 

£97.68 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

048 Slam Proof Ltd 

Gate soft closer for village hall playground 

£116.52 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

049 Mr C Charlett 

Hose lance and fixings for watering flower baskets 

£67.22 General Power of 

Competence 
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73.19 FUNDING A VEHICLE-ACTIVATED SIGN ON BAGLEY WOOD ROAD 
74.19 After a discussion, it was agreed that Montessori (Small World Nursery) and Chandlings Manor could be 

approached and asked if they could provide funding. Cllr. Johnston has agreed he will contribute up to 
£2000 from his Oxfordshire County Council fund.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Chandlings Manor and Small World Nursery to ask for help funding a vehicle-

activated sign on Bagley Wood Road. 

 
75.19 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

76.19 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 Botley is now going to be called White Horse Botley Primary Care Network. We do not know yet which 

practice we have been linked with. The CQC report has come out, and the parish magazine in Cumnor 

published it, and there has been a subsequent Oxford Mail article. It was a very poor CQC result and NHS 

survey last year. The PPG wrote an action plan 3 years ago, but were never asked to help, so most issues 

were raised 3 years ago but nothing was done about them. The Practice now wants to work with the PPG. 

There is a meeting next Wed at 6pm - the Practice Manager and her assistant will be there. The Practice 

Manager is leaving at Christmas and it is likely that her assistant will take over. It was a very damning CQC 

report, and worth reading. The PPG is working with them and will try to improve things. 

 

Cllr. Feather – Youth Club – had another meeting and a number of issues they are trying to deal with. Cllr. 

Feather said that he wished his understanding of the village hall was fuller than it is, as there are issues 

surrounding the youth club, for example the patio out the back – they are trying to establish whose 

responsibility it is for access, and who is responsible to fix the breeze block wall. There have also been 

other issues re. hiring the youth club out, and they seem to have upset Kennington Band, as the band 

couldn’t use the venue on one occasion. The Youth Club has some very active people raising funds. They 

received grants of £700 from John Lewis and £900 from the Co-op. They are very small unit and operate 

for a very small period of time, so their costs are disproportionate to their usage. Cllr. Feather feels that 

they do too much work themselves, such as cleaning the place – it took several hours by several people – 

they will not be able to support this long term. It was queried whether it is something that Calber could 

look at and provide a quote. It is admirable that they get the support that they do, and issues need to be 

raised at Village Hall Management Committee meetings. 

 

 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall – The Management Committee are disappointed that there is paint peeling off 

in various places after the redecoration downstairs. They have met with the decorator who is coming back 

to do some remedial work. 

    

77.19 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham queried why we don’t have flowers at the Kennington entrance coming from 

Radley. It was explained that there used to be a flower basket there, but it was too sheltered so the 

flowers didn’t grow. 

Cllr. Bakewell asked if contentious applications in the village can be identified, and details passed on to 

him. All agendas and minutes (including Planning Committee meetings) go out to all councillors, and he is 

welcome to come along and observe a meeting. 

Cllr. Feather – the barrier on the cycle path on Sandford Lane is rotting away, and there is a rusty hole in 

the barrier, which could be dangerous. Clerk to report to Sustrans.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report rotten barrier on cycle path to Sustrans 
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The pavilion project is going through its next phase - we had a useful meeting with a view to moving the 

project on to full planning. We are hopeful that we will have adequate information for an agreement at 

the July meeting to move forward with an architect. We don’t want to lose momentum and waste time 

over the summer recess. 

Cllr. Ms. Jempson – Sandford Lane wooded area – could the council send the land owner a letter about 

the maintenance of the wood? It was agreed that it is potentially dangerous and the land owner has a duty 

of care. It was queried whether this could be a joint letter from Kennington and Radley Parish Councils, as 

some of the land is in Radley. The council thanked Cllr. Ms. Jempson for taking this on. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Susan Dockar Drysdale, asking Radley PC for their support 

 
Kennington Health Centre used to do drop-in sessions on Fridays, but these have been discontinued. It was 

felt that these were not well advertised. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham will take this issue to the PPG. 

Environmental issues – there is a free 24 hr line, as long as it is reported on the day. Cllr. Ms. Jempson 

asked if the Environment Agency phone number can go in the Chronicle, and was advised to contact the 

editor, Amena Sutton, directly. 

Cllr. Patterson asked if we could have a look at memberships of committees and outside bodies. This will 

be added as an agenda item for July. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add memberships of committees and outside bodies to July agenda 

 

Cllr. Charlett - Community Action Group – Members from South Hinksey, Radley and Kennington meet 

with PC Carl Bryant. They would like to organise a crime prevention display in the village hall one Saturday 

morning to make people aware of what they could do. It was agreed that the parish council would finance 

the hall hire for this. There will be a tool marking session at Screwfix on Saturday. 

 

78.19 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

Oxford City Council will be organising all the park and rides in future, but the charging machine won’t 

change. The County Council is hoping to sign off new waste strategy at cabinet – the aim is to increase the 

recycling rate to 70%. The waste is being contaminated with food, so they will be trying to tackle this. 

There will be a new low emission zone in Oxford. From 2020 all buses will have to have Level 6 pollution 

level diesel engines. Nitrous oxide levels will need to decrease by 20-30%, as they are currently way above 

the WHO guidelines. Finally, during the next 12 months, the pavement in Sandford Lane will be dealt with. 

 

79.19 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Cllr. Johnston 

 Apologies from Diana Lugova, due to personal circumstances. They have put together a completely new 

administration, which was voted in on 15th May. The new leader is Emily Smith. There is a completely new 

cabinet and new committee members. Cllr. Johnston is now the Chairman of Planning and is very pleased. 

So much has changed and he is getting up to speed, but finding it very satisfying. The Vale has had a letter 

from the Inspectorate about Local Plan Part 2 – it is still in draft form at the moment. It will then be 

engrossed in a legal document and in the public realm. The Inspectorate have said that this is their final 

letter, so the Vale won’t have to do any further consultation.  

 Redrow development – finally signed off S106 – there were a couple of hiccups with contractors’ lorries 

not following the agreed routes and there were a number of infractions. The issues have been raised with 

Stuart Walker, and there were a string of emails from Redrow and their contractors apologising – there 

have not been any further problems. 
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 153 Bagley Close – for a long time, the Vale has had a range of concerns about this property. They tried to 

negotiate with the owner, but he would not negotiate at all. The Magistrates Court granted a warrant to 

enter the property. Vale officers entered, accompanied by the police, an electrician and building surveyor, 

and found some unsafe electrics, which the electrician made safe. They had a look at the structure in the 

garden, and this does not comply with permitted development or building regulations. There are a 

number of issues - if they are not put right, it will likely include planning enforcement and legal action.   

 

80.19 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Pavilion project update 

 Members of committees and outside bodies 

 

81.19 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS - None 

 

Meeting closed at 9.02 pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


