
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
14 November 2019 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Feather Cllr. Johnston   

Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Mrs. New  Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles Cllr. Russell   

      

In Attendance: 2 members of the public, District Councillor Lugova and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

228.19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Smith and Cllr. Gelder 

 

229.19 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – It was queried whether the agenda for the parish council 

could be publicised on Facebook, in order to improve public engagement.  

230.19 It was agreed that the clerk will add the agenda as a Facebook post.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Start publicising meetings on Facebook, including the agenda 

 

231.19 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – Cllr. Baggott declared a personal interest in 

relation to the request from the Youth Club for funding, as the treasurer and person who did the auditing 

is a friend 

 

232.19 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 10 October 2019 as a true record with 3 

corrections. 

 

233.19 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during November  

A Facebook message received regarding legislation for the provision of dog waste bins. Clerk suggested 

contacting the district council. 

B Freedom of Information request received regarding numbers of Looked After Children. Clerk signposted to 

Oxfordshire County Council. 

C Request from research student to put a poster requesting volunteers on the parish council noticeboard. 

Clerk agreed that this is OK, but requested that they are removed once a volunteer is found. Clerk also 

suggested adding the poster to Kennington Connected.  

D Email from resident regarding the flowers at the war memorial: 

“I would like to register my disappointment that the penstemon and other perennials were dug up from 

round the war memorial.  Bedding plants are boring and time consuming.  They look ok in baskets and tubs 

but a bit pathetic in the ground.  

In this day and age we should be thinking about plants for pollinators, wild native flowers, reducing carbon 

footprint etc.    How about having a spot for wild native flowers somewhere in the village?” 

Clerk agreed to raise the suggestion at the next meeting. Further email received: 

“Thank you for your reply.  I hope that the Parish Council has written a letter of thanks to the people who 

used to look after the planting.  They were very upset by the whole matter.  Can the village really afford to 

upset people who give a lot to the community in this way?  Do you have a new team of gardeners to water 

all that carpet bedding in the summer?”  

234.19 It was agreed that the council will purchase flowers and a card to say thank you to Margaret Biggs and 

Alison Peedell, the volunteers who tended the war memorial flower beds, up to £25 each. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Feather, seconded by Cllrs. Powles and agreed unanimously.  
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase flowers and thank you cards for volunteers who looked after the war memorial 

garden 

 

E Facebook message received from member of Horspath PC: 

“Hi there, I am on Horspath PC and am thinking about setting a FB account up for Horspath PC.  I am 

hoping to learn from your page, so I hope you dont mind me asking to join!” 

F Facebook message received from resident: 

“…I live on the Kennington road. Someone has dumped a hire bike on my front lawn and it's been there for 

a few months now. I rang the company who own the bike and they are based in London and said the bike is 

from there too. They said they would add it to their collection list but couldn't tell me when it would be 

collected. I don't hold out much hope of them picking it up. In the meantime is there any place you can 

recommend to put it as it is a real eyesore on the Kennington road and is really bugging me now! Thanks 

very much” 

Clerk sent email to Mobike, which was returned undelivered, so rang the Customer Services number. They 

advised that they will send this to the area manager, and ask for this to be collected as a high priority, so it 

should be collected in 1-2 weeks. 

235.19 It was resolved that the clerk will contact Oxford City Council to ask what role they played in allowing the 

dockless bike companies to operate out of Oxford, and to tell Mobike that if the bike is not collected 

within 5 days, it will be removed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxford City Council to ask their role in allowing dockless bike companies to operate in 

Oxford, and to tell Mobike that the bike will be removed if it is not collected in 5 days. 

 

G Email regarding the lime trees at Playfield Rd playing field: 

“My wife and I are writing to you in relation to the maintenance of the trees in Kennington Playing Fields at 

Playfield Road. The trees in question back onto our property at … links Road. 

We have been residents at 30 Links road for some 28 years now, and in that time the trees backing onto 

our property have had very limited maintenance. Obviously the trees have now grown immensely over the 

years, one of the trees is now overhanging our garden and during summer months blocking out valuable 

sunlight to our garden. The leaf drop on our property is also now becoming an annoying chore to keep tidy. 

The trees in question, and possibly all of the trees that line the property’s in Links Road are desperately in 

need of a Pollarding Programme not only to keep them looking presentable but also to give us back some 

summer light on our garden. My wife and I do not want the trees removed, just to have them maintained 

properly would suffice.” 

Clerk advised that a tree surgeon has recommended some works, which will be undertaken as soon as 

possible, but that the suggestion of a pollarding programme would be raised at the next council meeting. 

236.19 It was agreed that the council will not start a pollarding programme. The trees are regularly inspected by 

councillors and qualified tree surveyors. 

H Clerk received a query about people that live in Kennington, Kent, so passed on website details for 

Kennington Community Council.  

I Email regarding boats moored along tow path: 

“I am contacting you to ask your help in regulating the mooring along the river from the lock opposite 

Sandford on Thames.  I am a resident of Sandford on Thames, and am writing on behalf of several others.  I 

have been told that this area of land falls under the Kennington parish. 
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There have been several boats moored on the bank along from the lock for over a year. Some are 

inhabited, others are used as party boats with no one living on them.  I understand that the total amount 

of time to moor there is two weeks. There are no facilities to cope with permanent residency there.  

No one seems to be able to help with this problem.  The problems they bring are: rubbish disposal, sewage 

disposal, playing loud music (although less now it is no longer summer) they make the natural area 

unsightly, they have been there so long they even mow the grass outside their boats and receive lorry 

deliveries directly onto the towpath and they prevent the angling club from holding tournaments along 

that stretch. 

It really doesn't seem right that this should be allowed to continue. I have contacted Savills, the agents for 

the landowner, since I have been told by the lock keeper that it has nothing to do with the environment 

agency.  They responded with a polite email, but nothing else has happened. 

Do you think my complaint is reasonable and can you help with it?” 

Clerk passed on details for the Canal & River Trust (previously British Waterways), and agreed to pass the 

information on to OPT and the parish council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask the resident who the land owner is, and write a letter on behalf of the parish council 

 

J Email from SWA Architects, requesting a reference from Kennington Parish Council: 

“…I hope you’ll be able to support us with a brief written reference, summarising the nature of your project 

and SWA’s contribution”.  

237.19 It was resolved that the council will look at this in the future when the project is further along, and if the 

council is happy with the result.  

K Email and photos received from resident of Kennington Road regarding the resurfacing: 

“These works have left the road surfaces poorly contoured, with consequent flooding. This is most severe at 

the junction with Edward Road (attached picture with black car), but troublesome also adjacent to the 

frontages of 126 and 128 Kennington Road (photo with red car).”  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report the problem on Fix My Street  

 

L Email received from resident: 

“1.  I fully intended to come to the parish meeting this evening and had marked it in my diary...  I 

remembered it at 10,00 this evening!  Sorry about that as I do like to know what's going on locally.  Is it 

possible for me to have an email copy of the minutes for tonight's meeting?  (Thanks). 

2.  I had planned to mention, in AOB, the fact that the 2 large and 1 small metal "stand" for roadwork signs 

are STILL left propped against the wooden fence where Kennington Road meets the Old Abingdon Road, 

next to the Copse that is adjacent to the Travellers' site.  The metal stands are actually in Kennington Road 

but are covered by stinging nettles. 

3,  Has the large metal stand been finally removed from the pavement on St. Swithun's road?  It was still 

there a few weeks ago...” 

Clerk informed resident that Oxfordshire County Council has advised that they will collect the frames the 

next time they are in the area, and the clerk will continue to chase this up. Clerk advised that paper copies 

of the minutes are circulated before the next meeting, and that a copy can be emailed once they have 

been agreed – alternatively, they are on the village website. 

M South Central Ambulance Service emailed requesting additional information on the defibrillator on 

Playfield Road – clerk sent additional details and confirmed that the clerk and chairman are the registered 

guardians. 
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N Phone call from resident regarding a manhole cover on the corner of Manor Grove and The Avenue, which 

has lifted. Clerk reported to Thames Water and informed resident, who advised that it has been fixed. 

O Email from resident regarding the grass verge outside 2 Upper Road: 

“I'm attaching photos of grass verge outside house no. 2, Upper Road, Kennington.  This house was 

recently bought by a family who've tarted it up and put it back on the market for sale through Breckon and 

Breckon 01865 244 735. 

The contractors who did the refurb always parked on the grass verge outside 

no. 2, resulting in deep gauges and a sea of sticky mud.  The selling family seem unaware of the 

disfigurement or don't want to bother to renovate the mess even though I've been told by Br and Br that 

the owners visit the house regularly.  This eyesore is the only one in Upper Road, where by and large 

residents take care to maintain the appearance of the verges. 

I rang Br and Br to ask if I could have the contact details of the seller in order to ask them about the mess, 

but it appears that this info is private.   

Is there any local byelaw that can do anything about this eyesore and perhaps compel the selling family to 

rectify the matter?  Can the Parish Council write a strong letter urging the family to do what's responsible 

and right?” 

Clerk advised that this would be raised at the next council meeting, and in the meantime, it would be 

reported to Oxfordshire County Council. OCC advised that this does not meet their criteria for 

intervention, so will not be taking any action.  

238.19 It was agreed that the clerk will ask Oxfordshire County Council to send a copy of their criteria for 

intervention, and to send a letter to the property owner via the estate agents.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask OCC to send a copy of their criteria for intervention 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to property owner via estate agent, asking them to repair the verge 

 

P Email from resident of Meadow View Road: 

“At the edge of my property is a retaining which faces the pavement the wall runs the length of my 

property and next door. The wall has some significant weathering damage that needs to be addressed in 

addition the railings need to be painted. Please could you inform me how I organised for the council to 

address these maintenance needs. I look forward to hearing from you regarding this matter.” 

Clerk advised that this would be the responsibility of the housing association, if the responsibility was not 

transferred to the property owners, and passed on details for Vale of White Horse District Council.  

Q Email from resident regarding parking on Kennington Road: 

“Hi wouldn’t it be a good idea to put double yellow lines the whole length of Kennington as the place is 

turning into a right hellhole . Stationary traffic everyday beetween the post office and best one store . And 

by the school . The parking of some people is just unbelievable . Half on roads half on path . Grass verges 

being destroyed . No need to park on main road.” (sic)  

239.19 It was agreed that the parish council will wait until parking enforcement is decriminalised, and taken over 

by the district council. 

R Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham was having a problem with email attachments from the clerk appearing as 

winmail.dat again. Other councillors advised that they have also been having the same problem. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate problem with emails sending winmail.dat attachments 

 

S The village website was inaccessible on Wednesday morning. Clerk contacted Paddy Landau, who hosts 

the site. Paddy looked into this, and advised: 
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“The tech support guy has been having a careful look. It appears that we have been hit by DDOS, which is 

by some hacker trying to find a weakness in the system. Unfortunately, DDOS attacks are hugely difficult to 

deal with (you might have read on occasion of large companies being hit by them). 

Their security people are aware, and unfortunately with this sort of thing, all that we can do is wait for the 

hacker to give up. It can take quite some time, and the website might be down for several hours. (This is 

affecting a large range of websites, not just the KPC one.)” 

The website is now up and running again, and Paddy is checking that there are no issues.  

T Freedom of Information request received: 

“- In the financial year 2009/10, or if this information is not held in the most recent year prior to 2018/19 

for which figures are available, how many School Crossing Patrol Officers (or persons with equivalent job 

titles) were employed by the authority? 

- How many Full Time Equivalent hours did they work over the course of the year? 

- How many School Crossing Patrol Officers (or persons with equivalent job titles) were employed by the 

authority in 2018/19? 

- How many Full Time Equivalent hours did they work over the course of the year?” 

Clerk advised that Kennington Parish Council has not employed a School Crossing Patrol Officer, and that 

most of these officers would be employed by Oxfordshire County Council. 

U Resident reported a large puddle near the post box on the service road by St Swithun’s Road, which 

appears to be caused by a blocked drain. Clerk reported on Fix My Street. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham advised 

that this was caused by crab apples in the gutter from a nearby tree, and that the tree needs looking at.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Arboricultural Officer at Oxfordshire County Council regarding the tree near the post box on 

the service road 

 

V Resident called to advise that there is a problem with the sewers at the north end of Kennington Road, 

which has been reported to Thames Water. There is also flood water in his garden, so if the rain continues, 

the road may become flooded. 

 

Continuing issues  

W Email from Castle Water, advising that quarterly billing is not available at the moment – invoices can be 

sent monthly or six-monthly.  

240.19 It was resolved that the council will request six-monthly statements. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request six-monthly statements from Castle Water 

 

X Email from Stonecraft regarding the posters in Kennington: 

“This email is regarding the posters I’ve been posting in Kennington  

We have placed two poster in Kennington on two lap post on either end but the posters on tandem pub 

was put up by the consent of the landlord Lucy/Ryan, sorry if this has caused any inconvenience.  

Also how would i be able to Advertise In Kennington chronicle?” (sic) 

Clerk passed on details for the Advertising Co-ordinator of the Kennington Chronicle.  

Y Fix My Street report stating that the large pot hole outside 15 Bagley Close has been fixed.  

Z Clerk received an email from Oxfordshire County Council Highways stating that the overgrown hedges 

along The Avenue (near Sandford Lane) do not currently meet the criteria for intervention, so will not be 

cut back.  

AA Email received from Mr Drysdale regarding the branches overhanging Sandford Lane: 
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“You have recently communicated with my mother Mrs Susie Dockar-Drysdale with regard to potential 

overhanging tree branches from woodland adjacent to Sandford Kennington. 

Please take this email as confirmation that your comments have been noted, I have asked for a tree 

surgeon to visit and report back to me next week. I will happily inform you of any work we decide to 

instruct”  

AB Clerk has purchased four dog signs for the playing fields, which will be installed when they arrive. A 

quotation was received for ‘No parking on this verge’ sign to fit the A-frames, which are £40.00 + VAT 

each. 

AC Clerk wrote Facebook post to inform residents how to report Redrow construction vehicles travelling 

through Kennington.  

AD Aeration has been booked for pitches at Playfield Rd, but this has been delayed due to the wet weather. 

AE Fly tipping has continued at Forest Side car park. Clerk and Chairman agreed to purchase a covert camera 

for Forest Side, which will be installed to deter or hopefully catch fly tippers.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase two ‘no fly tipping’ Dibond signs from Scorpion Signs  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add something in the budget for 2020/21 for fly tipping removal 

 

AF Members of the Playing Fields Committee met with Oxenford Cricket Club regarding the possibility of 

hiring Playfield Rd for some of their home games. Unfortunately, no-one has been found who could 

maintain the cricket square, so at present, it looks like this will not go ahead. Oxenford seemed keen to 

play here, if a solution could be found.  

AG Clerk passed on details of issue with deliveries to the Feltham site at Radley College to Radley Parish 

Council, Feltham and Cllr. Johnston. Radley Parish Council passed this on to Radley College, but there was 

no response from Feltham. Radley College advised that traffic should be coming from the Abingdon side, 

so this will be raised with the contractor. 

AH Clerk wrote to Chandlings Manor School and Small World nursery to ask for help with funding a speed-
activated sign on Bagley Wood Road, but has not received a response.  

AI A post was added to Kennington Connected to ask village organisations to check their details on the 
website and send changes to the clerk. KADS advised that their page needed updating, but nothing has 
been received yet. An update has been received from Kennington Strollers.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Update website with information from village organisations 

 
AJ Clerk, Chairman and District Cllr. Lugova will be meeting with Mark Francis, Oxfordshire County Council 

Highways, to discuss the parking problems outside St Swithun’s School. Owner of Small World Nursery is 
planning to meet with Mark Francis, OCC Highways Officer, as well as clerk and chairman on Tuesday to 
discuss. Two or three other parents are also coming along. 

AK Clerk asked Maylarch about the provision of lockable wheelie bins – these are a one-off cost of £35 + VAT 

per bin, however Maylarch advised that “Something for you to think about regarding having the bins 

locked in these locations, is that we have found in the past that people who would have “fly tipped” their 

waste in to the bin have a habit of just leaving it on the ground next to the bin instead.  I just thought I 

would mention this to you in case this is the reason for your request.”  

241.19 It was agreed that the council will take no action. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. 

Powles and voted for unanimously. 

AL Replacement scramble net and rope ladder have been ordered for Forest Side play area – there is 

currently a six week lead time on these parts. 
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AM Clerk has received a written quotation from a tree surgeon in relation to the work to the lime trees at 

Playfield Rd. Clerk met with another tree surgeon for a second opinion, and received an alternative 

quotation.  

242.19 It was agreed that the council will accept the quotation from Russ Gooding for the work to the lime trees 

and trimming the hedge at Playfield Road playing field at a cost of £825, and that the work should be 

undertaken when the ground is not as muddy. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. 

Buckingham and agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Accept quotation from Russ Gooding for work to trees and hedge at Playfield Rd, requesting that the 

work is completed when the ground is harder. 

 

AN Clerk requested a Safe Towing poster and passed on details for the editor of Kennington Chronicle, but has 

not received a response. 

AO Clerk responded to Connecting Oxford consultation and added a post to Facebook encouraging residents 

to do the same.  

AP Two residents have complained that the footpath from Rowles Close and Kennington Road is feeling very 

enclosed, and that the footpath has become slippery with fallen leaves and the wet weather. Clerk 

reported on Fix My Street, and contacted the Highways Officer directly who looked into this a few years 

ago. This was investigated and Oxfordshire County Council advised “This report is not the responsibility of 

Oxfordshire County Council and has been reported to Biffa to sweep the footpath. I will monitor the 

fences”. Cllr. Patterson advised that the space at the top is getting very narrow, especially for taller 

people. It was reported that a lady had fallen down the steps at the top of footpath and broken her arm 

and some fingers.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain quotation for installing a hand rail at the steps at the top of Rowles Close and add to the 

agenda for the next meeting 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send details of the Fix My Street report to Cllr. Johnston to take up with the county council 

 

AQ Cllr. Russell reported a Hanson lorry turning right out of the Redrow site towards Kennington. Clerk 

forwarded on to site manager and Planning Enforcement Team. 

 

243.19 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID    
Request for grants  

A Kennington Youth Club has requested a grant towards some new equipment for the club.  

244.19 It was agreed that the council does approve a grant to Kennington Youth Club. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously. 

245.19 A proposal was made by Cllr. Feather to grant the sum of £500, which was seconded by Cllr. Charlett and 

agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Youth Club of the council’s decision and arrange BACS payment 

 

B Oxfordshire Citizens Advice South & Vale has requested a grant for 2019/20.  

246.19 It was agreed that the council does approve a grant to Oxfordshire Citizens Advice South & Vale. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

247.19 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson  to grant the sum of £600, which was seconded by Cllr. Baggott 

and agreed unanimously.  
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Oxfordshire Citizens Advice South & Vale of the council’s decision and arrange BACS 

payment 

 

C Kennington Athletic Football Club has requested a grant towards the purchase of a defibrillator for Forest 

Side.  

248.19 Cllr. Charlett proposed that the parish council purchases the defibrillator, so we can reclaim the VAT and 

install at Forest Side. This will then come under the parish council insurance and fortnightly inspections. 

This was seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. The football club will be asked to contribute 

the income from their crowd funding.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Athletic Football Club of the council’s decision  

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   
D BT Public Payphone Consultation – letter and details added to Councillors’ area of website 

249.19 It was agreed that the council has no objections to this payphone being removed.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to BT Public Payphone Consultation 

 

E Consultation on Rough Sleeping Strategy 2020-2025 – on Councillor’s area of website 

250.19 It was resolved that individual councillors should respond, if inclined to do so.  

 

Correspondence for information  

F CONSULTATION – A423 Southern Ring Road & Kennington Slip Roads (Kennington) Proposed 
Speed Limits – forwarded to councillors 

G Temporary Road Closure at Kennington, 105 Poplar Grove, OX1 5QR –details added to 
website and Facebook 

H Youth Opportunities Fund – details forwarded to Kennington Youth Club and posted on 
Facebook 

I Oxfordshire County Council – Brexit preparedness – Key messages 

J Age UK Oxfordshire – Invitation to AGM – forwarded to councillors 

K A34 Botley Bridge Refurbishment – update sent to councillors and added to website and 
Facebook. 

L Oxfordshire Association for the Blind – letter of thanks for the donation towards their work 
with people with visual impairment in Oxfordshire 

M Invitation to NAWPEG (North And West Parishes Expressway Group) meeting on 14 

November and details of webpage. 
 

251.19 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 October 2019 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £228,463.96 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £8,346.64 

Total £237,310.60 

 
Income in October 

   

HM Revenue & Customs 
VAT reclaim 1/4/19 – 30/9/19 

£3,614.82 
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*to be added to CIL Ear Marked Reserves 
 
Direct Debits paid in November 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in November 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
CIL share* 

£1,575.93 

Oxford Preservation Trust 
Playfield Rd pavilion hire for scrub bash 

£6.00 

Reference 
No. 2019/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD Castle Water 
War memorial water supply - October 

£2.14 War Memorials Act 
1923 

DD Castle Water Ltd 

Pavilion water supply October 2019 

£8.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

Reference 
No. 2019/ 

   Power to Act 
 

116 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for October less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,121.17 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

117 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for November less tax                       

£86.48 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

118 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£209.33 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

119 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for October 

£358.60 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

120 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting volunteer for November 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

121 Lloyds Bank Commercial Finance Ltd (on behalf of 
Brunel Surveys Ltd) 
Topographical survey of Playfield Rd playing field 

£780.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

122 ABandofBrothers 
Grant awarded at Oct mtg– min no’s 207.19 & 208.19 

£50.00 General Power of 
Competence 

123 Royal British Legion 
Donation agreed at Oct meeting – min. no. 218.19 

£800.00 General Power of 
Competence 

124 Mr C Charlett 
Bedding plants, compost & fertiliser for flower baskets 
and war memorial 

£139.47 General Power of 
Competence 

War Memorials Act 
1923 

125 GreenThumb Ltd 
Autumn/Winter treatment for war memorial grass 

£58.50 War Memorials Act 
1923 

126 Playdale Playgrounds Ltd 
Replacement scramble net and rope ladder for Forest 
Side + delivery and installation 

£1,559.44 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

127 Mr R Bakewell 
Reimbursement for removal of fly-tipped waste 

£7.50 General Power of 
Competence 

128 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 
Village litter collection for October 

£434.02 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 
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Total to be transferred in November: £7,670.88 
 
252.19 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
253.19 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Patterson and voted unanimously. 

 

254.19 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 8 October 2019 and the draft notes from 29 October 

2019 were noted.    

 

255.19 EMERGENCY PLAN 

256.19 It was resolved that the Emergency Plan for Kennington has been reviewed and agreed. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send copy to individuals in the plan and Emergency Planning Team.  

 

257.19 ADDITIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT AND STATUTORY GUIDANCE ON LOCAL COUNCIL INVESTMENTS 

 The statutory guidance on local council investments was noted. Cllr. Johnston agreed to help with the 

parish council investment strategy. 

258.19  It was agreed that the council would open a new savings account with Cambridge & Counties and transfer 

£85,000. It was also agreed that £76,000 would be transferred into the NS&I account. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Powles seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Set up new savings account and transfer funds as above. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Develop an investment strategy in conjunction with Chairman and Cllr. Johnston  

 

259.19 WOODEN SIGNS FOR ‘PEACE MILE’ AT PLAYFIELD ROAD PLAYING FIELD AND THE MEMORIAL FIELD 

 Bagley Wood Saw Mill is unable to provide the posts, as they were decommissioned about 10 years ago 

and now provide fire wood.  

260.19 It was resolved that the council will ask Small World nursery if a wooden sign could be installed on their 

fence to indicate the start of the peace mile, and the clerk will contact Radley Lakes to ask how they got 

their signs and posts. 

129 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Playing fields, verges and cemetery grass cutting 
October 2019 

£1,038.00 Section 96(5) 
Highways Act 1980 
LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976441 

130 Amazon Payments UK Ltd 
Camouflage night vision camera (£41.99), SD card 
(£5.06), batteries (£4.76) and black and cyan ink 
cartridges (£54.89) 

£106.70 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

General Power of 
Competence 

131 Mrs R L Brown 
Reimbursement for fly-tipping removal at Forest Side 
(£99.99) and 2x 1m3 bags of play bark for PF Rd(£212.00) 

£311.99 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

132 Thames Valley Roofing & Painting 
Roof repairs to Forest Side pavilion 

£420.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

133 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for November 

£42.00 Section 134(4) LGA 
1972 

134 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 

Wheelie bins for November 

£97.68 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Small World if a wooden sign could be fitted to their fence 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Radley Lakes for information on how they got their signs and posts  

 

261.19 WAR MEMORIAL FLOWERS AND HEDGE 

 A suggestion was made that a variegated privet could be planted, and it was queried whether a hedge or 

flowers should be planted in the beds.  

262.19 It was agreed that the council will ask advice from a professional landscape gardener. The clerk could look 

in the Kennington Chronicle and ask OALC for ideas. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask landscape gardener to come up with a planting scheme for the war memorial garden 

 

263.19 MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVE FROM PLAYDALE PLAYGROUNDS 

 The Clerk and Chairman met with a representative from Playdale in order to obtain an idea of cost for a 

new playground. Cllr. Johnston has offered £3-4,000 from his County Council stewardship fund. This 

matter will now be dealt with by the Village Hall Management Committee.  

 

264.19 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – PPG – there will be a meeting next Wednesday at Botley Medical Centre from 

6pm. The PPG meeting will be followed by a talk about cancer screening from a cancer nurse specialist at 

7pm. Soon there will be a survey from the PPG about services at the practice and prescriptions- the survey 

is online or paper copies will be available in the surgery. This will be advertised in the Kennington 

Chronicle, online and on Kennington Connected. It doesn’t matter if you haven’t had an appointment 

recently – you can still complete the survey, which will consist of yes/no answers and comments boxes. 

The survey has been agreed by the manager and needs to be agreed by the doctors.  The survey will go 

live on 2nd January, and will run throughout January and February. It is being supported by Healthwatch.  

 Cllr. Charlett – Community Action Group – there will be crime prevention morning on Dec 14th from 

9.00am – 12.30pm. PC Carl Bryant and 2 PCSOs will be in attendance. 

 

265.19 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

Cllr. Ms. Jempson – Dr Ballestero has no appointments at Kennington Health Centre in the next few 

months. There is also the ongoing frustration regarding parking outside the Co-op, and it was queried that 

if yellow lines were put down on Kennington Rd, would there be spaces for blue badge holders? It was 

advised that blue badge holders can park on double yellow lines for up to 3 hours. There has been fly 

posting on the bus shelters, and the posters are difficult to remove. The council could write to the 

business concerned, reminding them that fly posting is illegal and ask them to pay to remove the posters. 

Cllr. Patterson – There is a SSE box at the top of Hinksey Hill with graffiti on (it wasn’t a BT box). Cllr. 

Patterson will get the number of the box so this can be reported.  

Cllr. Powles – his first use of Fix My Street was very successful – there was a broken footpath on Otters 

Reach, which was fixed within a week!  

Cllr. Feather - Cllr Johnston recently advised that there would be more co-ordination with people working 

on the roads – why were there three sets of traffic lights on Kennington Road at the same time? Cllr. 

Johnston advised that this will not be in place until February. The three different diversion signs caused 

great problems on Sunday when the road was closed – the major road closures had been organised by 

Highways England, but there was a complete lack of co-ordination. Cllr. Feather queries how long is it 

going to take to build the cycle track on the slip road? This was scheduled for 3 weeks, so there is another 

one to go – this has caused so much disruption. 115 Kennington Rd has been the bane of Kennington’s life 
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for the past 12 months – there is no control on that site whatsoever. The Vale officers who let this go 

ahead, and the County Council Highways people who didn’t envisage the kind of disruption, need 

reprimanding severely. Cllr. Johnston advised that the Enforcement Team have been in almost continuous 

attendance, and Environmental Health have been several times – it is not just the bane of our life, but also 

of the officers’ lives. The plans for this development did not go to the Planning Committee, and it was felt 

that the officer involved should be complained about – there will be details will be on the Vale website. It 

was advised that, since the advent of the National Planning Framework, the Highways officer needs to 

demonstrate ‘severe harm’ otherwise they need to say that they have no objection.  

 

266.19 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Cllrs. Johnston and Lugova 

 “The key item for the last month was a briefing on Parking Enforcement.  The Vale and County Officers are 

writing a report which will go to both Cabinet and Full Council on the subject of Civil Parking 

Enforcement.  This should result in joint reports to be considered by the Vale, SODC and Cherwell which 

would seek to decriminalise parking in the three Districts.  Parking would then be a civil matter enforced 

by wardens and nothing to do with the Police.  The process whereby this would be achieved is for the 

three Districts to agree on a joint report.  This would result in a joint request to the DFT for parking in the 

three Districts to be decriminalised.  Should the DFT agree then this could follow.  All three Districts have 

to agree and the process will take at least two years and probably more.  The key part of the process is for 

all three Districts to digitise all existing information on parking restrictions such as double yellow lines so 

that they continue to be enforceable under the civil regime.  The initial cost is of the order of £250,000 but 

this will be clawed back over a number of years from charges and fines produced by the new regime.” 

 

267.19 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston  

“The key events on the County were firstly a motion at Full Council which committed the County to 

opposing the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway in principle, on the grounds that given climate change its 

carbon footprint was completely unacceptable.  This was passed against the wishes of the ruling 

Cabinet.  Secondly there was a briefing on the impending housing developments in the Abingdon 

area.  The most important matter for Kennington are proposals for a system of cycle tracks to stretch from 

various starting points in Abingdon without a break into Oxford.  In the Kennington area  the SUSTRANS 

system is being significantly upgraded and widened at a cost of £262,000 with funds from a variety of 

sources both government and charitable.  The stretch by the railway bridge will also be raised slightly to 

keep it dry at all times.  This should provide a completely safe cycle route into Oxford.” 

 

268.19 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

 Peace mile signs; hand rail for steps at Rowles Close; plan for renewing bus shelters 

 

269.19 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – POSSIBLE VILLAGE WARDEN POSITION  

270.19 It was agreed that this will need another meeting of the sub-committee, including the members of the 

personnel committee who were not present last time.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting with members of sub-committee and Personnel Committee 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:25 pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


