
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
9 January 2020 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder 

Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles Cllr. Russell  Cllr. Smith

       

In Attendance: 1 member of the public and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

302.19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Mrs. New and District Councillor Lugova  

 

303.19 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – The signs from roadworks over the past year are still left 

lying around the village, and there are often several vehicles parked on the pavement along Kennington 

Road, blocking the path. 

 

304.19 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – None 

 

305.19 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 12 December 2019 as a true record. 

 

306.19 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during January  

A Freedom of Information request received requesting a list of all light commercial vehicles owned or leased 

by Kennington Parish Council. Clerk replied to advise that the council does not own or lease any vehicles. 

B A car was locked on Forest Side playing field, following a football match. Clerk opened the gate for the 

owner to remove the vehicle. 

C Email received from Government Digital Service to advise that the domain kennington-pc.gov.uk is 

registered with non-public sector email address (kennington.pc@ntlworld.com), and needs to be updated. 

Clerk contacted Fasthosts, who will arrange for this to be amended. 

D Contract received from Grundon in relation to the wheelie bins at the playing fields. Clerk has checked the 

agreement and amended as necessary, so it is ready to be agreed by the council. With the new 

arrangement, the cost of each bin will decrease from £20.35 + VAT to £18.67 + VAT. 

307.19 It was agreed that the clerk will sign the new contract on behalf of the council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Sign new contract with Grundon in relation to the wheelie bins for the playing fields 

 

E Clerk submitted gas meter reading for Playfield Road pavilion. The estimated bill for December was 

approximately 200 units over the actual usage. The current contract for gas and electricity will end on 30 

April 2020. 

308.19 It was agreed that the clerk will sign a letter of authority for both LSI Energy and Utility Aid to negotiate 

possible contracts on the council’s behalf. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Sign letter of authority for LSI Energy and Utility Aid to negotiate new contracts for gas and 

electricity for the war memorial and pavilions. 

 

F Resident reported that  

“The stream which flows through the above is blocked and the resultant overflow is threatening to flood 

the Paddock, can you contact the Oxford Preservation Trust to get something done about it ASAP?  It is 

really serious.” 
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Clerk forwarded on to Oxford Preservation Trust, who have been to investigate. It is understood that the 

culvert may be the problem, which is situated on private land, although Vale of White Horse District 

Council have dealt with this in the past. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the riparian land owner regarding maintenance of the culvert, sending a copy to 

Vale of White Horse District Council. 

 

G Email from resident regarding the Path Warden: 

“I remember having a nice chat with the South Hinksey path warden ages ago when he found me chopping 

back the brambles and nettles across the path that goes from the end of Kennington Road towards South 

Hinksey.  I’ve got a South Ward allotment so that was often my walking route (have been put off since I 

was robbed by a group of kids from the traveller site though). 

Have we got a path warden in Kennington Parish, I couldn’t find the info on the web?  I wouldn’t mind 

joining them and cutting back undergrowth that gets in the way.  The flooding and windy weather recently 

got me wondering. 

All the best with the Parish Council, Merry Christmas!” 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advise resident that our footpath warden does not undertake maintenance jobs himself, but 

that these are passed on to the Countryside Access Team at Oxfordshire County Council. 

 

H Resident called to complain that the light had been left on overnight at the scout hut, and was disturbing 

her sleep. Clerk passed on to person responsible for bookings at the scout hut. 

I Email received requesting a link to the end of year accounts for the parish council. Clerk sent a link to the 

Finance page on the website. 

J Clerk met with Parks Operational Manager from Oxford Direct Services regarding ideas for planting at the 

war memorial and the maintenance of the cricket square at Playfield Road. They advised that cotoneasters 

would have been recommended by them, as they are low maintenance and provide food for the birds, but 

they will look at alternatives. They will send some ideas for planting schemes or alternatively replacing the 

beds with hedges. The idea of a permanent Christmas tree was raised, but this would grow very large and 

would require approval from the War Memorial Trust. It was suggested that a permanent sculpture could 

be installed as in Blackbird Leys, however, it was felt that this would not be in keeping with the rest of the 

village.  

K Cllr. Ms Jempson advised that the ‘Voke’ graffiti tag has appeared again along Sandford Lane, as well as 

spray paint marks on fences, walls etc. along the road. Clerk passed on to Neighbourhood Policing Team.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Virgin Media that the box has graffiti on it and needs repainting. 

 

L Email from resident regarding the speed of traffic in Kennington: 

“…I would like you to consider some information I have as a pedestrian and cyclist in who has lived in 

Kennington for 26 years. 

We live on the corner of Meadow View Road and Poplar Grove and regularly walk to the village and cycle 

and drive into Oxford. 

We've noticed a worrying increase in speeding and traffic along Poplar Grove with at best thoughtless and 

at worst reckless and aggressive driving which has caused several near accidents because in many places 

there is only room for one car or bicycle. 
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Our main areas of concern are the junction of Otters Reach and Poplar Grove and the junction of Meadow 

View Road and Poplar Grove (nearer the lower numbers) where drivers fail to stop at the T junction and 

have nearly knocked me off my bike several times. 

It is well known that, if there is a blockage on the A34, cars use Kennington and if Kennington Road is 

subsequently blocked drivers use Poplar Grove as a rat run. Just two weeks ago it took us nearly a minute 

to cross Poplar Grove as a stream of cars was trying avoid the jam which reached from Abingdon Road to 

Playfield Road. With school coaches using the road as part of their journey loop we need better signs and 

perhaps a speed restriction. 

A third area of concern is the national speed limit at the Oxford end of the village. It encourages cars, that 

have already slowed to 25mph to get around the bend on the slip road, to speed up towards the bridge 

making it dangerous for cyclists and cars to leave the village. Cars also begin to speed as they leave the 

village in anticipation of the national speed limit section. The speed limit has already been reduced at the 

Radley end. I believe 30mph would be a sensible limit all the way to the ring road and Oxford. It would 

make that stretch safer and stop the bunching of traffic that happens when cars speed up and slow down. 

I appreciate your time in considering my observations and suggestions. Although it is impossible to stop the 

march of progress and change we can try to prevent potentially dangerous traffic conditions with clear 

road markings and some speed restrictions.” 

Clerk advised that a consultation has taken place to reduce the speed limit at the north of Kennington to 

40mph. Cllr. Johnston advised that Oxfordshire County Council would not approve a 20mph limit outside 

Oxford City, unless it was outside a school.  

309.19 It was agreed that the council would ask Oxfordshire County Council Highways if the junctions at Otters 

Reach and Meadow View Road could be marked, as there are currently no road markings.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advise resident that Oxfordshire County Council would not approve a 20mph limit along 

Poplar Grove, but that the parish council is requesting that the junctions at Otters Reach and Meadow View Road 

are marked. 

 

M History Society requested that the 2020 programme is added to the village website. Clerk updated the 

relevant page. 

N Defibrillator spares are needed for Kirlena House (pads expire March 2020), village centre (battery expires 

Jan 2020) and Meadow View Road (battery expires February 2020).   

310.19 It was resolved that the clerk will purchase the required spare parts for the defibrillators. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase two defibrillator batteries and one set of new pads 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advertise defibrillator training, with a view to organising a workshop 

 

Continuing issues  

O Sandford resident gave contact details for Savills in relation to the boats moored along the river, and sent 

a picture of a delivery van in a field. Clerk asked for further details about the location of the boats, to try to 

ascertain who the landowner is. Response received: 

“They were moored on the Kennington side just after the lock keeper's cottage - the van came over the 

gated bridge from Sandford Lane.  Someone else in the village told me the boats were served a notice to 

move last week, I don't know who by or when, of if that is what happened - certainly they have finally 

moved - so something happened. Some small signs have been put up saying: 'Private property. No 

mooring.'  I assumed that the parish council had had some influence there. Thank you very much for your 

help in this matter.”  
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Further response received: 

“I was wrong - the boats are still there.  Sorry for any confusion.” 

311.19 It was agreed that, as the land owner is aware, there is no further role for the parish council. 

P Clerk has started to add agendas to Facebook as well as website and noticeboard. 

Q Clerk wrote to Highways Team at Oxfordshire County Council, requesting details of their criteria for 

intervention. This has been passed to the Highways Officers who cover Kennington. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up Highways Officer if nothing received 

 

R Copy of letter received from Oxfordshire County Council regarding the Highways issues in Kennington and 

drainage problems at the north end of Kennington Road. This was in response to letters from a concerned 

resident to Oxfordshire County Council, copies of which were sent to the parish council.  

S Clerk submitted response to the district council survey on Town and Parish Forums. 

T Clerk informed resident that the district council have advised that they will be undertaking pollution 

monitoring on Kennington Road over the next twelve months. The resident was very pleased and thanked 

the parish council for its help. 

U Precept request form has been submitted to Vale of White Horse district council. 

V Clerk contacted Friends of St Swithun’s (PTA) regarding the possibility of setting up a walking bus – they 

are interested in the idea, and have asked for a meeting to take place with the head teacher in the first 

instance. Clerk has requested a meeting with Mrs Atkinson to discuss the idea. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up if no response from St Swithun’s School 

 

W Highways Officer at Oxfordshire County Council provided three possible contractors on the council’s 

approved list in relation to installing the bollards at Grundy Crescent. Clerk contacted all three companies, 

and is waiting to hear back. 

X Clerk has reported pavement outside the Co-op on Fix My Street, and this is under investigation. It was 

reported that there is a drain blocked on the east side of the slip road, which is causing water to run down 

the slip road to the roundabout. The drains are still blocked along The Avenue and Bagley Wood Road. Cllr. 

Johnston will raise these with the county council next week. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report blocked drain on slip road on Fix My Street 

 

Y Application form for savings account has been completed for Cambridge & Counties Bank as far as 

possible, but National Insurance numbers and signatures are required for all bank signatories. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Complete remainder of application form and set up new savings account 

 

312.19 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID    
Request for grants  

 None 

Correspondence for discussion/action   
A River Thames Society has invited the parish council to renew its membership for 2020 at a cost of £15.  

313.19 It was agreed that the council will renew its membership of the River Thames Society. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew membership of River Thames Society, and ask if they have any advice regarding boats 

moored on the Thames. 
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Correspondence for information 

B Oxfordshire Local Government Pension Scheme – 2019 Valuation Draft Results 

C Friends of the Earth – 20 actions parish and town councils can take on the climate and nature emergency 

D OALC – December 2019 newsletter – forwarded to councillors 

E Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice – email of thanks for the grant 

F Rialtas (accounts package) – New website instructions and login details 

 

314.19 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 December 2019  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £212,559.93 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,346.64 

Total £221,406.57 

 
 Additional direct debits paid in December 

 
 
 
 
 

* Total of £12.63 taken due to outstanding invoices (direct debits not collected) 
 
Additional direct debits to be paid in January 

 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in January 

Reference 
No: 2019/… 

   Power to Act 
 

DD Castle Water Ltd 
Water supply for Playfield Rd pavilion Dec -March 

£8.42* LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976 

Reference 
No: 2019/… 

   Power to Act 
 

DD British Telecommunications plc 
Parish phone line 1 Jan 2020 – 31 Mar 2020 

£148.90 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

Reference 
No. 2019/ 

   Power to Act 
 

155 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for December less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,121.17 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

156 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for January less tax                       

£86.28 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

157 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£209.53 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

158 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for December 

£358.60 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

159 Mr C Charlett 
Chairman’s quarterly allowance – Q4 

£140.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

160 Kennington Whist Club (to be paid directly to 
Kennington Village Hall) 
Grant awarded at December meeting – minute no’s 
282.19 & 283.19 

£120.00 General Power of 
Competenc

e 

161 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 
Village litter collection for December 

£542.52 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 
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Total to be transferred in January: £2,699.10 
 
315.19 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
316.19 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and voted 

unanimously. 

 

317.19  MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 10 December 2019 were noted.    

 

318.19 FRESHER’S FAIR 2020 

The notes from the meeting between the clerk and Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham had been circulated. It was 

agreed that the new title will be “What’s Happening in Kennington”. Cllr. Cobb will ask the band if they 

would like to perform. Cllr. Johnston is happy to be involved with organising the event. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Peter Biggs for details of the users of the village hall, and draw up invitation list 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Find out how much a banner for outside the village hall would cost 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add to the agenda for the February meeting 

 

319.19 VILLAGE AWARD FOR IDEA TO ‘SAVE THE PLANET’ 

 Ideas included organisations submitting an idea that the parish council could promote – possibly a 

financial incentive; encourage recycling (especially food waste); pavilion project – as carbon neutral as is 

reasonable; charging points for electric cars; making the village hall more energy efficient. 

320.19 It was agreed that the clerk would thank the runner in the Chronicle for picking up litter and ask others to 

come forward if they do things like this to help the village. Cllr. Charlett will obtain a quote for an energy 

survey for the village hall and bring this to the next meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include thanks to runner in February Chronicle article and add to agenda for February 

 

321.19 MOVEABLE SPEED INDICATOR SIGN (SID) FOR VILLAGE 

 The clerk presented three quotations, and Cllr. Johnston advised that he is happy to fund the full cost of a 

‘smiley SID’ from his OCC Councillor’s Priority Fund, but the deadline for applications is 31 January 2020. 

322.19 It was resolved that the parish council will purchase a ‘smiley SID’ from TWM Traffic, following receipt of 

the funds from Cllr. Johnston’s Priority Fund. This was proposed by Cllr. Powles, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. 

Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit application for funding for ‘Smiley SID’ from Cllr. Johnston’s OCC Priority Fund. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase ‘Smiley SID’ upon receipt of funds 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Speak to insurance company about adding this to the asset register 

 

323.19 SOLICITOR FOR FOREST SIDE LEASE 

The clerk has obtained a quotation from Penningtons Manches Cooper LLP to act as the parish council’s 

162 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for January 2020 

£40.00 Section 134(4) 

LGA 1972 

163 Holden & Parker Ltd 
Gas boiler service and landlord safety certificate for 
Playfield Road pavilion 

£81.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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solicitor in relation to the lease of Forest Side playing field. The cost of this will be £1,500 - £2,000 plus 

disbursements.  

324.19 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council accepts this quotation from Penningtons Manches Cooper 

LLP. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Accept quotation from Penningtons Manches Cooper, and request that the lease is ready to 

sign as soon as possible. 

 

325.19 WAY MARKER POSTS FOR ‘PEACE MILE’ AND VE DAY EVENT 

326.19 A proposal was made by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham to purchase five oak way marker posts engraved with 

‘Kennington Peace Mile’ and the peace mile logo from Landmark Signs. This was seconded by Cllr. Cobb 

and agreed unanimously. These posts will need approval from Oxford Preservation Trust before being 

purchased. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham agreed to help organise the VE Day event. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase five wooden posts with engraving on one side, if agreed by OPT 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate options for fixing posts 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Look at options for information board. Ask Bagley Wood where their wooden signs are from 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Meet with Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham to discuss ideas for VE Day event and report at Feb meeting 

 

327.19 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

328.19 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – PPG – There will be a PPG meeting on 29th January at the Health Centre. The 

survey is now available, and will be ongoing until the end of February. This is on the website, in the 

Chronicle and on the PPG noticeboard in the surgery. The link will also be shared on Kennington 

Connected. 

329.19 Cllr. Baggott – St Swithun’s Church – The accessible toilet in the church is almost finished, and the kitchen 

should be in soon. 

330.19 – Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall – The suggestion of additional disabled parking spaces was raised at the last 

committee meeting, but it was agreed that there is no room for additional spaces, and it would be difficult 

to regulate their use. 

 

331.19 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

332.19 Cllr. Russell – The wooden bollards on Kennington Road between The Tandem and Tonks Brothers are 

falling down and are unsightly. These are on Highways land, but were installed by the parish council. Shop 

Mobility at the Westgate have a supply of ‘no parking on the pavement’ stickers – these were printed in 

2005 but are no longer available. PCSO Rich Osborn is aware of the ongoing issue of vehicles obstructing 

the pavement, particularly on Kennington Road. Cllr. Russell has a supply of the Lions message in a bottle – 

please let Cllr. Russell know if you are aware of anyone who could make use of one. There is a similar 

initiative, called message in a wallet, and Cllr. Russell will get some of these. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add bollards on Kennington Road to the agenda for the February meeting 

  

333.19 Cllr. Patterson suggested that the parish council tries again to get hold of some ‘no parking on the 

pavement’ leaflets. The box at the top of Hinksey Hill with graffiti on is the responsibility of Southern Gas – 

this is at the junction between Oxford Road and Hinksey Hill, near the Westwood Country Hotel. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask for the graffiti on the Southern Gas box to be removed. 
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334.19 Cllr. Ms. Jempson – there has been an increase in dog fouling in Kennington – is there anything the parish 

council can do? There has been no update on the trees hanging over Sandford Lane. There was a three 

piece suite dumped along Old Abingdon Road, but this has now been removed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact land owner to ask about the trees overhanging Sandford Lane 

  

335.19 Cllr. Smith – The pavement on Poplar Grove on the right hand side by the flats and going around the 

corner is in poor condition. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report pavement on Poplar Grove on Fix My Street 

  

336.19 Cllr. Feather – The hedge at Forest Side looks a mess on both sides – it was queried whether this can be 

trimmed back, by up to a metre in some places. With regards to the sloping pavement outside the Co-op 

and village hall, it was suggested that there could be a barrier installed next to the pavement, such as 

outside the school – this would protect pedestrians as well as prevent parking. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask for a quotation from BGG to trim back this hedge. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask OCC Highways if a barrier could be installed on the pavement outside the village hall 

  

337.19 Cllr. Bakewell reported that he has met with Robin Mason recently, and he is interested in being involved 

in the Best Kept Garden competition again this year. There are so many pot holes in the tarmac around 

the village, and it was queried whether the parish council could do something about this. Unfortunately, 

health and safety regulations and the council’s insurance mean that this is unfeasible.  

338.19 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – The runner who wrote the article regarding collecting litter in Kennington needs 

to be thanked. The council could also ask people to let us know if they are doing things to keep the village 

a nice place to live. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Thank runner for collecting litter in February Chronicle article 

  

339.19 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Cllrs. Johnston and Lugova -  Nothing to report 

 

340.19 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston - Nothing to report 

 

341.19 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

What’s Happening in Kennington 2020; Village award to ‘Save the Planet’; Peace Mile; VE Day celebration; 

wooden bollards on Kennington Road 

   

342.19 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM –High Sheriff Award 2019-20 

Cllr. Charlett moved that the press and public be excluded in order to prevent the disclosure to them of 

confidential information in relation to the nomination for the High Sheriff Award 2019/20.  

Following a vote, the nomination for this year’s award was agreed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit nomination for High Sheriff Award 2019-20 

  

Meeting Closed at 9:16 pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


