
Report of County Councillor Bob Johnston to Kennington PC on Thursday the 
14th of May 2020. 
 
1. There is to be a Coronavirus recovery plan in due course.  This will follow 

national guidelines, but be led by the County and will involve other bodies like the 
Local Enterprise Board (the LEP), more details in due course. 

2. A week last Monday there was a virtual meeting of the County Council.  It was 
called because there were some decisions which could not be taken in any other 
way.  Firstly it had to appoint a temporary Monitoring Officer, this is a statutory 
post and has to be filled at all times.  Nick Graham the very competent present 
holder is moving to Buckinghamshire in June so a new Officer called Jordan was 
appointed as an interim Monitoring Officer until a new full replacement can be 
appointed.  It was necessary to agree the recommendations of the Independent 
Renumerations Panel which was to keep Councillor allowances at the current 
level and to award the Officers a small (1%?) pay rise.  The meeting also 
progressed the County's Waste and Minerals Plan which when completed will 
protect the county from speculative minerals applications.  At this point the 
meeting was quite badly disrupted by three Councillors in general and one in 
particular (Cllr Neville Harris from Didcot) who kept interrupting and would not 
keep quiet. The Chair was unable to Chair the meeting and keeping everyone 
else muted at the same time.  There was wide agreement afterwards that there 
should have been an Officer whose sole task was to keep non speakers 
muted.  There were 76 participants including 63 Councillors. 

 
Reports by Cllrs Bob Johnston and Diana Lugova to Kennington PC Thursday 
the 14th of May 2020. 
 
1. The Vale continues with its Coronavirus work, distributing food parcels, 

contacting shielded individuals and paying out business grants of which 74% 
(over 2,200 business in both South and Vale) have now been paid.  The rest are 
being chased for full details.  In some cases grants have not been paid due to a 
lack of full details for a business account, personal details are not normally 
acceptable. 

2. Because falls in income from parking, planning and business rates plus much 
extra unplanned work due to the virus, , the council will receive £1.4million from 
the government however, due to the additional costs and reduced income 
resulting from the crisis, it will be left with a significant shortfall of around £1.9m 
for Vale. 

3. Vale will have first Planning Committee virtual meeting 26th May – and it looks 
like we will have online meetings till the end of lockdown. 

4. It looks likely that Vale will be involved in new ‘trace and test’ programme and the 
enforcement of business closure as part of the Covid-19 response. 

5. We’ve heard that the county council is reopening its household waste recycling 
centres from Monday 18 May at 8am. All seven sites in Oxfordshire will be open 
seven days a week from 8am until 4pm and will be accepting all waste materials. 
To allow for social distancing the number of vehicles allowed onto the site will be 
reduced by approximately 50 per cent. This means that queues are highly likely, 
especially at peak times such as weekends. Traffic marshals will be in place to 
manage queues, which are not allowed on the public highway. 


