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New issues during month 

A Phone call from resident of Playfield Rd regarding a dog, which often barks loudly at around 5.30am. This has 
been reported to the district council, but nothing yet has been done.  

B Resident reported that two young children were seen trying to push over the bollards at the war memorial. Clerk 
thanked the resident for passing this on, but the bollards are very heavy so it is unlikely that they will cause 
damage, but it is concerning that children were playing so close to the road. Clerk investigated, and one of the 
bollards appears to have been hit by a vehicle. This has now been re-set upright again.  

C Email from resident regarding traffic on Bagley Wood Road: 
“I have been in discussion with the county council about rat-running via Bagley Wood road onto the Avenue 
northwards up Kennington Road as an A34 bypass.  Hinksey Hill also suffered from this. 
The county transport planners noted that the new visual barriers and 30MPH limit on Hinksey Hill was done via 
the local parish council (South Hinksey) rather than the county themselves, and recommend we go via the same 
route…how should we go about engaging the parish council on matters like this?” 

D Email from resident, requesting a litter picker and plastic gloves: 
“I hope you're fit and well despite all the virus scares that we have to endure.  You're probably rushed off your 
feet with all the Parish stuff to do in connection with the virus... 
I'm writing on a small matter!  Is it possible for the parish council to supply me with a litter picking tool and some 
plastic gloves??  I'm always picking up the stuff - and writing to the Kennington Chronicle about such matters! - 
and I'm still intending to try to clean up the slip road from the A34 into Kennington (which is grim with rubbish) 
and have got to the stage where I feel a litter picking tool and plastic gloves would make things a lot easier.  If 
such things were offered to me, I'd be happy to pick them up from a council member's house...  I live in Upper 
Road. 
Once again, hoping you and your family are fit and well.” 
Clerk contacted insurance company for advice, and was advised that: 
“If the resident wishes to undertake some litter picking voluntarily then she should be responsible for selecting 
and using the appropriate equipment and ppe to do so – therefore the council are not held responsible for any of 
her actions or activities or the equipment she is using.  
However, if the council are happy to supply the equipment and ppe, they are taking responsibility for this activity 
and therefore it would have liability attached to it.  A risk assessment etc would therefore be recommended.   
Although litter picking might appear to present very little risk, discarded needles, hazardous materials might well 
be a foreseeable risk. It then becomes a question of disposing of the litter and ppe in the correct way, something 
which neither the council or the resident may have considered, alongside some of the other risks associated with 
this type of activity.”   

E Email from resident regarding bonfires: 
“Is there anything that can be done to stop neighbours, who back on to our house at … Upper Road, from burning 
garden waste? It is very wet and creating a lot of smoke which is permeating into our house.  
It is particularly bad at a time like this when when we have a pandemic of respiratory disease.  
Maybe they are not aware of the Redbridge Recycling Centre.” 
Clerk advised that the parish council has no powers in relation to this, but signposted to the VOWH DC website. 

F Letter received from Grundon, requesting payment for the invoices dated 31/1/20, which had not been paid. 
Clerk confirmed that these were paid on 14/3/20, but requested that invoices are sent out earlier, as they need 
to be agreed at a parish council meeting, and these invoices were not received until 19/2/20 (after the February 
meeting had taken place). Clerk suggested that these are sent by email, to save time and postage. 

G Email from resident: 
“As the building of the flats are nearing completion on the Kennington road, I would like to draw your attention to 
the road condition left after the contractors laid the necessary services to the flats. 
There is a large dip along the seam of the repair that fills with water when it rains.  Also a broken kerbstone.  The 
people of Kennington waited 40 years for the road to be resurfaced, so before the builders disappear perhaps this 
should be brought to their attention, so the road it left in the state they found it in.” Is there any action for the 
council? 

H Email from solicitor in relation to the fence at 48 Meadow View Road: 
“I have attached a chain of emails that was forwarded to me last year regarding the fence at 48 Meadow View 
Road, Kennington. 



Appendix 1 April 2020 Report of the Clerk 

 

Page 2 of 4 

 

I have been attempting to resolve the situation with the owner of 48 Meadow View Road and his solicitor. 
I visited the site and saw that the old fence post was left in the ground and the new fence installed in the incorrect 
location. 
I sent the photographs of this to the owner’s solicitor and she has responded by saying that the old fence post in 
the ground was part of the footing of the building. 
I am now attempting to gather evidence to prove that the fence has been moved – unfortunately, the plans that 
we have in our records do not have any measurements on them so it will be a difficult thing to prove. 
Are you aware of anyone in the locality who would be prepared to make a witness statement to confirm that the 
fence has definitely moved?” 
Clerk forwarded on email to councillors to ask if any of them would be prepared to make a witness statement.  
Clerk passed on details of councillor who is willing to make a witness statement. 

I Following government advice, the playgrounds and adult gym were closed and details were posted on the 
website and Facebook, as advised by OALC. Signs have been put up at the entrances to the playing fields, 
reminding people to follow social distancing guidelines. Clerk received a suggestion that the council could ask 
families and older people to use the fields at different times, however this would be impossible to enforce.  

J Clerk contacted last year’s internal auditor, Malcolm Clamp, to ask if he would be happy to act as the council’s 
internal auditor again for 2019/20. He confirmed that he would do this for the same price as last year (£300), 
which the clerk has accepted.  

K Email from resident regarding rough sleeping: 
“I believe there may be rough sleepers in several places along the  other side of the railway line. 
From my window during recent gales I noticed two tents being blown across the field. 
Also in the early hours of last week I heard the screams of an animal in pain, it sounded like it had been trapped. 
The next day I heard what sounded like a shot from a small caliber rifle. I believe these camps are below the 
embankment of the BMW spur line, also in the area off the cycle track by the subway under the A423  near 
Hinksey stream.” 
Chairman passed this on to PC Carl Bryant, as there is no role for the parish council.  

L Clerk was informed that Kennington Health Centre will be used as a CALM Clinic for Oxford (for Covid-19 
assessments). Clerk has been liaising with Chair of PPG and Practice Manager to inform residents of the new 
protocols for ordering repeat prescriptions etc. The Practice Manager asked whether access to the village hall car 
park for residents could be restricted, as people visiting the health centre may be infected, however there would 
be no way of regulating this, and the car park should be used much less if people are following the government’s 
advice. There are concerns that people accessing the health centre will use the village shops, which were raised 
with the health centre. 

M The parish council is acting as a point of contact for residents who need help or advice and are self-isolating or 
shielding. Clerk has contacted co-ordinators of informal support groups in the village and mapped these to 
ensure as many streets as possible are covered. Clerk has been in regular contact with Social Prescriber and 
district and county councils, and has arranged support for five residents following referrals from the district 
council.  

N Email from bus shelter cleaning company to advise that they have temporarily stopped operations, following 
government guidance in relation to Covid-19. The clerk has received several emails from companies to advise 
that services have been suspended or will be delayed. 

O Report that a dog was running around the memorial field, playing field and down St Swithun’s Rd, almost causing 
an accident. It was reported that this was not a one-off and the dog is often seen out alone. Clerk contacted 
RSPCA for advice, but has not yet received a response. 

P Friends of Kendall Copse have donated funds to the parish council for planting of trees in and around 
Kennington. Cheque has been received, and this will be placed in a separate Earmarked Reserve account.  

Q Clerk has been passing on information from OALC in relation to the coronavirus, including the news that 
legislation has been passed to allow virtual meetings until May 2021; there is no need to hold an annual meeting 
of the council in May; and that the deadline for the external audit has been extended. Clerk has been preparing 
end of year accounts, and needs councillors to volunteer to do internal checks (virtually if possible). Clerk is 
investigating possible options for virtual meetings of the council.  

R Email from Treasurer of football club regarding fees for 2020: 
“…Obviously there have been significant developments since with Coronavirus, which has necessitated in all 
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footballing activities ceasing indefinitely for the forseeable future. 
This has therefore put pressure on our club budget, as fundraising on matchdays from tuck etc is one of our main 
income streams. In addition, as you may know, our annual tournament also provides us with a huge contribution 
towards our annual operating budget, however as it stands at the moment, we have only had 14 fee paying team 
entries for the July date, whereas the usual entry level is more like 70. We are not anticipating any future entries 
at this present time, again due to the uncertainty with Coronavirus. 
We therefore must consider the possibility that our annual tournament may be cancelled, and likewise our annual 
club presentation day may be postponed, hence I will not be returning the hire agreements for these events at 
this time. 
Furthermore, in light of the above, and as we are not in a position to effectively use the Playfield Road and 
Forestside facilities, for what is likely to be for a minimum 12/13 week period, we should be most grateful if the 
Parish Playing Fields Committee would agree to waiving the hire charges for this period.  
If this could be agreed, I will immediately transfer a half of the annual hire fees to the Parish, but would also ask 
that a further quarter be deferred until the Coronavirus outbreak is in remission and hopefully life has returned to 
some normality! 
I will also forward payment for outstanding keys which were invoiced. 
We are grateful for any assistance that the Parish can provide, and I am more than happy to return the signed 
annual hire agreement, which I can manually amend with any adjustment the Parish is kind enough to agree.” 
Needs a decision from the council. 

 

Continuing issues 

S Email from High Sheriff to advise that the award ceremony is cancelled, but certificates will be posted out to the 
winners. 

T Email from resident regarding the Sustrans track: 
“I am hoping you will be able to contact  the right people I was out walking down Sandford Lane this afternoon 
when a motorcycle sped off down the lovely new cycle path as people walk dogs and children ride bike and 
scooters along here I was very concerned that there is no barrier to stop this just one post in the middle of foot 
path it is a accident waiting to” (sic) 
Clerk advised that this had been raised at the last meeting, so Sustrans would be written to, to inform them of 
the problem and query why the barriers were removed. 

U Email from solicitors to advise that they have not heard from the solicitors for St John’s College since they sent 
an amended draft lease to them at the end of January, despite chasing. Clerk emailed agent for St John’s to ask 
them to give the solicitors a nudge.  

V Clerk took a gas meter reading at Playfield Rd pavilion, for an accurate usage figure for the new contracts. In the 
last 12 months, 342kWh of gas were used at the pavilion, but SSE Gas had been working on an annual 
consumption of 5,278kWh. Clerk passed this information on to LSI Energy and Utility Aid. New contracts have 
been entered into with EDF for gas and SSE for electricity, and the clerk supplied a meter reading for the gas 
contract on 1 May.  

W Email from resident regarding Bagley Wood Rd: 
“Many thanks for organising the pothole repairs most of which were done on Thursday, but they have left one 
fairly large one --- at least 18inches long ,which with the number of lorries that use the road ,will soon be much 
deeper & larger . 
Will it be possible eventually to have the " green debris " on the bank presuming it's on Council land , cleared 
away, it really is a mess. 
Thanking you in advance” 
Clerk advised that the pot hole was probably missed if it was not deep enough, but that she would ask for this to 
be checked. Unfortunately, Oxfordshire County Council had refused to cut back the growth along the bank, but 
the clerk advised that the parish council had requested a quotation to see if the parish council could fund it. 
BGG has quoted £550 to trim this back. 

X Clerk cancelled the Community Police Event at the Apple Café and the community litter pick, due to the 
coronavirus. All parish council meetings until the end of April have also been cancelled, as has the VE Day 
Community Picnic. 

Y Clerk informed school that the parish council will not be involved in the organisation of the St Swithun’s 130th 
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Anniversary events, but advised that a grant of £250 has been awarded towards this. Email received from the 
committee: 
“Thank you for letting me know and I have informed the Partnership. 
On behalf of the Partnership, thank you very much for the kind donation of £250 and the generous invitation to 
return for further support and funding.  It is very assuring for the Partnership that we are working together with 
the support of Kennington Parish Council. 
Carole Newbigging is our Fundraiser and a bank account is in the process of being set up by Hugh Fleming our 
Treasurer.  They will be in touch once this in finalised. 
We are endeavouring to proceed with our plans however it is of course very dependent on the Coronavirus crisis 
and the full impact within the Kennington Community as well as UK and world-wide overall. 
Take care and stay safe.” 

Z Emailed Lindsay Priddle (OPT) to ask for more information on the gate between the memorial field and the 
playing field being replaced, as the cattle usually move into the field at this time of year.  

AA Cambridge & Counties advised that the requested savings account was unavailable by the time the cheque was 
received. There is a 3 year fixed rate bond, which has an interest rate of 1.75% AER, which is currently available. 
This savings bond has been agreed, and the funds transferred by BACS.  

                                                                                 


