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New issues during month 

A Resident queried whether Network Rail could install some ballasts on Cow Lane. They were also upset about 
Kennington Health Centre being used as a Covid clinic, and queried why Kennington was chosen. It was queried 
whether there is any help available for residents who need to get to Botley for blood tests but are unable to 
drive. 

B Resident called as he has been trying to request a brown bin, but the phone number keeps getting cut off. Clerk 
checked the district council website and advised that they are not taking any new brown bin customers on at the 
moment.  

C Letter from resident to advise that the tree on the north corner of Grundy Crescent needs cutting back and the 
wall behind the tree looks unstable. He has spoken to Biffa about the frequency of Kennington Road being swept 
from Sandford Lane to Old Abingdon Road, which should be done once every 8 weeks, and the rest of the village 
should be swept once every 16 weeks. Resident also requested that the council asks Virgin mobile to repair the 
junction box outside 229 Kennington Road.  

D Phone calls received from residents who had received emergency food packages from the government, but do 
not need them. Clerk advised that they need to re-register as extremely vulnerable, and answer ‘yes’ to the 
question “do you have a way of getting essential supplies delivered at the moment?”. Clerk spoke with the 
district council, who advised that people who re-register should still get priority for online shopping deliveries if 
they are on the government shielding list. 

E Clerk copied into an email to the police regarding the motorbikes using the towpath between the iron bridge and 
Sandford Lane again.  The police are actively looking into this.  

F Clerk received email from print company offering free booklets for members of the older members of the 
community including puzzles, mindfulness, space to write down memories etc. Clerk asked for a stock, which can 
be shared with people who would like one.  

G Items raised by members of the Playing Fields Committee: 

 “The showers at Playfield Road - is there any update on getting these fixed before next season 
(hopefully) gets under way?” Clerk advised it was sounding like the hot water tanks may need 
replacing, but it was not guaranteed that this would solve the problem, so the football club were 
going to find out how much the fines would be if hot showers were not available 

 “The defibrillator for Forest Side - Is there an update on when it will be installed? Apologies if it has 
happened already but no one has been up there to notice!“ Clerk advised that this would be 
installed ASAP – it had been delayed due to the Covid-19 lockdown 

 “The pitch improvement works. I'm hoping that we will have the funding from the Football 
Foundation in our account soon. Once we do it would be good if we can get some of the work going 
straight away to make use of the pitches being free. I just wanted to let you know at this stage and 
will let you have more details as and when we know more.” 

 “The damage at Forest Side from the break-in - has this been fixed yet please?” Clerk advised that 
the decorating work had been completed, as well as the door handles being replaced and the hatch 
fixed. 

 “The tournament and presentation day - It is extremely unlikely that these will go ahead but we 
haven't formally cancelled them yet, we will keep you posted as and when that decision is made. We 
have thought about the posibility of re-arranging the tournament for later in the summer but 
logistically this seems tricky, would the parish have objection to this in theory though (probably 
deferred until August September but again this may be wishful thinking!)?” Clerk agreed to raise this 
at the council meeting. 

 The clock on Playfield Rd pavilion is still on winter time, and needs changing.  

H Insurance policy details received from Zurich at a cost of £861.67 from 1/6/20 – 31/05/21. The Smiley SID and 
way marker posts will need to be added to the policy when they arrive (invoice included in this month’s 
payments, if agreed by council).  

I Clerk’s salary is due to increase on 1st May 2020 to the next scale point, however the ‘Green Book’ salary points 
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have not yet been published for 2020-21.  

J Emails from Fast Hosts received to advise that the kennington-pc.gov.uk domain name was due for renewal, as 
are the email accounts for the councillors and clerk. Clerk confirmed that these need to be renewed.  

K Resident reported that a makeshift goal has been erected in the grounds of St Swithun’s church, and there were 
5 or 6 children playing there. Cllr. Russell reported this to church warden and PCSO Rich Osborn.  

L Resident of Sandford Lane complained about a neighbour having a bonfire, although they were not sure who this 
was. Clerk advised that the parish council will continue to remind people not to have bonfires at the moment, 
but it has no powers to stop people. The district council could investigate this if it became a statutory nuisance.  

M Resident contacted the council on Facebook to complain that a bin at Forest Side had not been emptied. The 
wheelie bin is also full. Clerk contacted Grundon, who advised that a different driver has been emptying the bins, 
and was unable to empty them as he did not have the combination for the locks. This has now been resolved, 
and clerk arranged for the wheelie bins to be emptied the following day.  

 

Continuing issues 

N Organiser of FOSS Fun Run thanked the council for its grant for the hire of Forest Side pavilion and playing field, 
but advised that the Fun Run has been cancelled for 2020. 

O Clerk spoke to Health Centre manager about resident who was concerned about transport to Botley.  

P Clerk contacted Calber to ask if the cleaning routine could be altered to include areas which are usually 
overlooked, as the toilets, showers, vacuuming etc. should need less attention with the pavilion being out of 
use. The request has been passed on to the cleaner.  

Q Clerk contacted RSPCA for advice relating to the dogs being out alone in the village, as they have almost caused 
an accident when running into the road, and one of them became aggressive with a young child.  

R Clerk contacted insurance company regarding the resident’s request for the council to provide a litter picker and 
gloves. Response received: 
“In relation to getting advice, as we are a non advisory service in this office, you could try contacting LCAS- Local 
Council Advisory Service on 0800 302 9052 (option 3) or lcashelpline@uk.zurich.com. 
Having a chat to our underwriter, it can be a grey area.  In order for a claim to be made, you would need to be 
proved to be legally liable. If the Council provide the equipment, then the lady was injured by it, or came into 
contact with a dangerous substance and no risk assessments had been provided, you could be held liable as you 
knew she intended to do it and provided the equipment so she could. 
Litter pickers etc should be available for her to purchase online.” 
Clerk contacted LCAS for further advice.  

S Clerk has been in contact with Cambridge & Counties regarding the savings account for the parish council, as 
further information was required before the account could be opened. The cheque is stored in their office, 
which may not be accessible for some time due to the lockdown, so the clerk and chairman agreed that the 
funds could be transferred by two separate BACS payments.  

                                                                                 


