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New issues during month 

A Email from resident regarding the bins at Forest Side: 
“I know it’s difficult, I have been collecting rubbish and putting in bin but with only 1 out of four being emptied it’s 
hard to keep things tidy.   
What are the arrangements?  The large wheel bin has been full fir months.  
Just a shame to see green space spoiled.” 
Clerk contacted Grundon regarding the wheelie bin, which was overflowing so the Play Area Warden could not 
empty the bins around the field – there had been several vehicles parked in front of it when it was due to be 
emptied, and the bin could not be accessed. Clerk arranged for the bin to be emptied the following day and put 
up signs asking people not to park in front of it. All the bins at Forest Side have now been emptied.  

B Email from bus shelter cleaning company asking if we would like the service to resume. Clerk confirmed that the 
parish council would like the bus shelters to be cleaned when they are able to do so. 

C Request for help with laundry due to coronavirus: 
“I am staying in the hotel because of coronavirus spread. I do not have facility to wash my clothes. Laundries do 
not wash very well. Is there anyone who will help me to wash my clothes very well? I am trying to protect the 
community not to spread any virus. If I can not wash my clothes, I can be infected by any virus, or I can spread it 
unwillingly and unknowingly.  
Thanks for your understanding” 
Clerk asked for further information, and suggested that he could try the self-service launderette on Playfield Rd 
or if he is self-isolating, he could contact SERV.   

D Letter received regarding the grass verges in Kennington: 
“Please could you bring this letter to the attention of the Parish Council 
Please could the council take some thought into altering the way the grass verges in the village are managed. 
There is a nationwide campaign organised by Plantlife 
see https://plantlife.love-wildflowers.org.uk/roadvergecampaign/#campaign Their management guidelines can 
be summed up as ‘cut less, cut later’ and their adoption by councils and other highways authorities will 
significantly improve the health of our verges. They want flowers to be allowed to flower so pollinators can work 
their magic and seeds can ripen and fall to the ground. In this way, the floral display will become better and 
better every year. 
Please adopt Plantlife's guidelines for managing our road verges to benefit wild flowers and other nature. I know 
that road verges are under considerable pressure. Priorities for safety and access, along with budget constraints 
and difficulties with the collection of litter and grass clippings can mean that enhancing their wildlife value is 
often low on the list. But we believe that the adoption of a few basic principles will improve our verges for nature, 
bringing benefits for wildlife, for us and for future generations. 
I know there are people in the village who disagree but many others agree with me that it is upsetting to see the 
verges mown drastically just when the wild flowers are at their best.” 
Email received regarding the same matter: 
“With the increasing awareness of the need to promote bio-diversity, and also to protect the bee population, I 
urge the Parish Council to consider allowing wild flowers to flourish along the verges of the village. This would 
need careful management, and knowing when and how often to mow would be crucial to its success. I believe you 
have an expert on such matters already on your council and I would like to hear if such a project would be 
acceptable to the council as whole.” 
Several more residents have contacted the clerk in support of this suggestion.  

E Call from resident regarding the trees in the copse between Sandford Lane and the Redrow site, which were 
being cut. Clerk called site manager and queried what work was being undertaken, and was advised that the 
district council granted permission in March for the work, and there is an ecologist on site supervising 
operations. Site manager sent clerk a copy of the permission document for information.  

F Phone call from Botley Medical Centre, who advised that Avicenna pharmacy were having trouble delivering 
prescriptions to some patients who needed them, and asked if the parish council could help in any way. Clerk 
contacted the pharmacy and was advised that the driver’s hours are limited, and there has been a recent change 
in policy, which is causing problems for some residents. Clerk passed on phone number, so volunteer co-
ordinators may be able to help deliver prescriptions to individuals in the village.  

G Clerk was informed that several of the bins in the village were overflowing. Clerk contacted Calber about the bins 
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in the village hall playground and Biffa about the bins outside the Best One and on the footpath near The 
Tandem. 

H Letter received from CPRE asking the council to renew its membership. Clerk emailed to advise that the council 
has already renewed its membership for 2020/21.  

I Letter received from Barclays to advise that the interest rate on the savings account will be decreasing to 0.01% 
from 24 July. The savings account with Cambridge & Counties has successfully been set up, and the confirmation 
paperwork has been received.  

J Football club has arranged for a contractor to start work on Playfield Rd pitch, and has sent details of what he is 
proposing. The club will require access to water and a hose to water in the grass seed, so have requested that 
they can use the hose in the garage, and continue to hold on to a copy of the garage key.  

K Email from resident: 
“I just wanted to issue my concerns about the fires which are occurring on the land on the far side of the railway 
lines.  There have been quite a few over the last two or three years, but there was one on Sunday 24th May and 
another on Monday 25th May which were quite considerable fires.  In fact the one on Monday was still smoking 
on Tuesday morning.  I believe there are one or two caravans over there and vehicles are accessing the land from 
the lane by the ' Stone House' (105 Kennington Road).  They are going across the railway lines and through the 
gate the over side.  I believe people are living there and sometimes late at night I see lights and people by the 
gate at the bottom of the lane and hear it open and close.  I am aware they are not railway workers, they are not 
wearing high vis jackets.  I am concerned about the fires, particularly as it has been so hot and dry over the last 
few weeks.  I thought the Parish Council should be made aware of this situation.  “ 

L Resident reported that there was a sign at Playfield Rd with the parish council logo which asks people to control 
their children on the playing field. Clerk removed poster and added post to Facebook asking residents to let the 
clerk know if any other suspicious posters appear.  

 

Continuing issues 

M Clerk has arranged a plumber to investigate the problem with the showers at Playfield Rd pavilion and provide a 
written report of the problem, and specification for the work required to fix it.  

N Clerk contacted SWA architects regarding the planning application for the pavilion project. They have been 
working on these, and aim to have a full set of drawings ready by the end of this week.  

O Response from Sustrans in relation to the barriers at Sandford Lane: 
“Thank you for your email, and apologies for the delayed response. For your information, I am responsible for the 
land that Sustrans manages in Oxfordshire including the Kennington path.   
I am pleased to hear your local residents are enjoying the improved path, we have had a lot of positive feedback 
regarding this project. Barriers along the route were removed and redesigned to improve accessibility, now one 
of our key priorities for the National Cycle Network, informed by our Paths For Everyone strategy (see 
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/about-us/paths-for-everyone/ for further detail) 
Unfortunately there are no anti-motorcycle barrier designs that do not obstruct and deter legitimate users, and 
the users most affected by such barriers are some of the most vulnerable and in need of access to traffic free 
paths; people with child trailers, people on mobility scooters, and disabled cyclists who might ride tricycles or 
adaptive cycles, or use their bicycle as a mobility aid. Determined motorcyclists often find a way through 
regardless, and we find that active use by the community is the best deterrent.  
I would encourage your residents to continue to report motorcycle activity to the police, on either 999 or 101, 
and to myself for monitoring the scale of the problem. I will discuss this with Thames Valley police and see if we 
can arrange some patrols if the problem continues.  
Regarding cyclists approaching Sandford Lane at speed, I do recognise that there is a problem with the sightlines 
at the junction. 
Initially I will arrange for some ‘Slow- busy road ahead’ signage at the top of the slope and will speak to Thames 
Water about siting a mirror on their access opposite so people can see approaching traffic better.  
I will also speak to Oxfordshire Highways about the possibility of installing some on-road signage, especially 
since I note the Redrow development will also have a cycling and walking path connecting with Sandford Lane so 
it so it would be good to slow speeds to safety around the railway bridge.  
I hope this helps address your concerns.” 

P Email from resident regarding the bollards outside the Manor House: 
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“Thank you for your letter re the bollards in front of the barn at the Manor House.  
I think the bollards were put in place to stop people parking in front of the listed barn.  Presumably because the 
barn is a prominent part of the village’s historic architecture and it is desirable to keep the view of it from being 
obscured by parked cars (presumably overspill from the Tandem or the Health centre). I imagine that the bollards 
also protect the grass verge from damage resulting from being used for parking. 
I suppose the question is: are the bollards more unsightly than a row of parked cars?  I would have thought not, 
but I suppose the council is the deciding body in this respect.    
Hope you’re safe and well.” 

                                                                                 


