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New issues during month 

A Phone call from resident who is dissatisfied with the postal service at the moment, as post is taking several 
weeks to arrive, despite being posted first class.  

B Resident advised that there is broken glass in the play area at Forest Side.  

C Email from resident to advise that the light on the eastern side of the war memorial is not working properly. 
Clerk asked for clarification about what the problem is, and it appears that the bulb may have gone. 

D Clerk has arranged for the bin collection at Forest Side to resume fortnightly collections, as it is regularly 
overflowing and there is nowhere for the bins at the playing fields to be emptied.  

E Email received from a Flood Risk and Drainage Engineer at the district council in relation to a property at Forest 
Side, which regularly has issues with the garage flooding, and it is believed that this is due to run off from the car 
park at Forest Side playing field. Cllrs. Feather, Charlett and clerk met with drainage engineers from VOWH 
District Council and agent for landowners. 

F Request from the ‘Flowerpot Gang’ at St Swithun’s Church: 
“A wildlife hedge was planted in the church gardens, on our side of the Cow Lane fence. More light needs to get 
to it, in order for the hedging plants to grow. We wondered if we may be allowed to trim back a hazel tree on the 
other side of the fence, in order to achieve this? 
Background information: the hedging plants are: Field maple, blackthorn, dog rose, spindle tree, white hawthorn. 
These give a good colour impact to keep humans happy, as well as providing nesting, flowers, and berries, to 
encourage birds and butterflies.” 

G Email received regarding the change in the bus service to Matthew Arnold School, which is increasing in price 
from £380 to £700, as is being withdrawn as a public service. This also means that residents who used the bus to 
get to Botley will no longer be able to.  

H Resident advised that the light by 15 Rowles Close has gone out, but the number for OCC Highways is not 
currently working.  

I Phone call from resident to complain that he had tried to book a blood test appointment at the health centre, 
and was on hold for half an hour saying he was first in the queue before he gave up trying to get through. He was 
also concerned that the phone message does not mention Kennington any more. 

J The government has announced that outdoor play areas and adult gyms are able to open from 4th July, providing 
it is safe to do so. Clerk has conducted risk assessments and taken advice from OALC, SLCC and other clerks and 
has made recommendations. Clerk has asked for a quotation for A3 signs giving the maximum capacity of each 
play area and the new rules such as  

K Email received from Cllr Ms Jempson: 
“I have received a report from a parishioner which, directly relates to the St Swithuns Cemetery, Sandford Lane. 
The issue refers to the cemetery’s entrance area, in particular the hedge row located on the left hand side 
(looking from the lane). It has overgrown and is affecting visitor access on that side of the pavement. 
Do we know who exactly is responsible for the general maintenance of this hedge rows in question?” 

L Email received from resident of The Paddock: 
“I am contacting you to see if you would consider reviewing the maintenance on the land at the side of our 
property, which I believe has not been coppiced since the houses were built. This has meant that the plot/area 
has become very overgrown, and the trees near the house obtrusive, especially in the spring and summer when 
the new growth appears and the branches hang over into the garden and tend to hold out the light. Occasionally 
the hanging branches are cut back (not very hard) and the area is not maintained. There is also a tree at the 
bottom of the garden, between our next door neighbours and us, which is leaning to one side and could possibly 
do with being looked at.  Our neighbours at number 12 appear to have the land near the side of their part of their 
property cleared on a regular basis, but again not coppiced.  
 I do feel that this area would benefit from better maintenance of the grounds and make an attractive wildflower 
field and encourage more wild life.   
 I understand that nothing can be reviewed or considered at the moment, but would ask if you would put this 
matter on your schedule for discussion in the future.” 

M Email received from Cllr. Johnston regarding St Swithun’s School: 
“I would like to update you on a bid I had to make yesterday, with which I hope you will approve.  It had to be 
made yesterday and there was no time to consult.  This is to bid for a pot of government money which has to be 
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spent in the next eight weeks!  In my view, crazy, but there you go. 
The bid was as follows:- 
1.  To make Grundy Crescent a formal one way road, accessed from the Southern end.  I understand that 
informally this is what the school already asks.  It should stop the chaos that people thwarting this informal 
arrangement cause. 
2.  To remove the redundant double yellow lines at the top end of Poplar Grove.  These are not enforced anyway. 
3.  To have double yellow lines either side of the pedestrian crossing outside the school.  With civil enforcement on 
the horizon these can be enforced and stop the current parking mayhem. 
I hope this all meets with approval.” 

N Email received from Government Digital Service to advise that there is a potential security issue with the 
website, as the “domain is not registry locked”. 

 

Continuing issues 

O Clerk has investigated the cost of  

P Plumber has been arranged to replace the gate valves on the shower mixers at Playfield Rd pavilion, as well as 
install a stop tap at the war memorial and fix the problem with the urinals at Forest Side pavilion.  

Q Cllr. Charlett and Clerk met with Planning Officer and Land Officer from Oxford Preservation Trust, as well as 
architect to discuss pavilion project. OPT has requested that the new pavilion is built further away from the 
boundary with the memorial field, and to look at ways of screening and to reduce the impact of the pavilion on 
the view from the memorial field as you come up the hill. Architect has drafted some proposals for this, which 
would reduce the number of car parking spaces to 22. Clerk asked architect to ensure that security at the rear of 
the pavilion is addressed in the planning application.  

R Clerk has compiled a list of proposed areas for weed spraying  - these are Otters Reach, the pavement on 
Kennington Rd opposite the Co-op, gutters along Upper Road, war memorial, Playfield Rd, Forest Side, Poplar 
Grove, Links Road and Liddiard Close. The quotation for weed spraying these areas is £190 + VAT.  

S Clerk contacted Kier Highways to advise that the ‘green lane’ should be used for access to the footbridge into 
Bagley Wood. Kier Highways investigated and found that this track is very overgrown, and would be likely to 
cause significant damage if a vehicle were to try to use the track. They asked the council to reconsider its 
position. Clerk put Kier Highways and agent for St John’s College in touch with each other, as St John’s College 
would need to provide permission for access across their land whichever way the vehicles were to go.  

T Clerk and Chair of PPG wrote a joint article for the Kennington Chronicle encouraging residents to express their 
concerns about the future of Kennington Health Centre.  

U Clerk has obtained prices for changing the soap at the pavilions to child-friendly hand wash. Clerk has also 
ordered hand towels and dispensers for pavilions.  

V Village Warden started on 1st July and litter picking cart purchased from Radley Parish Council. Clerk has 
arranged necessary equipment (PPE) and keys for the job. The Village Warden will be storing the equipment in 
the paint room at Playfield Rd pavilion. A request has been made for a cargo trailer for his bike, so he can use 
this to perform his duties rather than using his car to get around the village. He will be undertaking litter picking 
on side streets while Calber work out their notice period.  

                                                                                 


