
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the online meeting held on  
11 June 2020 at 7:30pm  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder  

Cllr. Ms. Jempson Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Mrs. New Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles Cllr. Russell Cllr. Smith

        

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk), District Councillor Diana Lugova and 3 members of the public 

 

54.20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Baggott 

 

55.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – Wilding of some of the grass verges in Kennington to 

encourage the insect population and encourage diversity. A brief discussion took place, and it was agreed 

that the members of the public will provide a suggested scheme for the parish council and this would be 

added as an agenda item for July.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add wilding of grass verges to agenda for July meeting 

  

 Rosey Hollinrake advised that she had sent all the councillors an email about her proposals for planting at 

the war memorial and was at the meeting to answer any questions about the scheme. 

 

56.20 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

57.20 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meetings on 14 May 2020 as a true record. 

 

58.20 REPORT OF THE CLERK  

A Email from resident regarding the bins at Forest Side: 

“I know it’s difficult, I have been collecting rubbish and putting in bin but with only 1 out of four being 

emptied it’s hard to keep things tidy. What are the arrangements?  The large wheel bin has been full fir 

months.Just a shame to see green space spoiled.” (sic) 

Clerk contacted Grundon regarding the wheelie bin, which was overflowing so the Play Area Warden could 

not empty the bins around the field – there had been several vehicles parked in front of it when it was due 

to be emptied, and the bin could not be accessed. Clerk arranged for the bin to be emptied the following 

day and put up signs asking people not to park in front of it. All the bins at Forest Side have now been 

emptied. The clerk asked to be informed if the wheelie bin is overflowing again, as there is an ongoing 

issue with it being filled with domestic rubbish. Bins in the village, such as the one outside the Best One, 

are also often overflowing with domestic waste, but these are emptied by Biffa on behalf of the district 

council.  

B Email from bus shelter cleaning company asking if we would like the service to resume. Clerk confirmed 

that the parish council would like the bus shelters to be cleaned when they are able to do so. 

C Request for help with laundry due to coronavirus: 

“I am staying in the hotel because of coronavirus spread. I do not have facility to wash my clothes. 

Laundries do not wash very well. Is there anyone who will help me to wash my clothes very well? I am 

trying to protect the community not to spread any virus. If I can not wash my clothes, I can be infected by 

any virus, or I can spread it unwillingly and unknowingly.  

Thanks for your understanding” 
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Clerk asked for further information, and suggested that he could try the self-service launderette on 

Playfield Rd or if he is self-isolating, he could contact SERV.   

D Letter received regarding the grass verges in Kennington: 

“Please could the council take some thought into altering the way the grass verges in the village are 

managed. There is a nationwide campaign organised by Plantlife 

see https://plantlife.love-wildflowers.org.uk/roadvergecampaign/#campaign. Their management 

guidelines can be summed up as ‘cut less, cut later’ and their adoption by councils and other highways 

authorities will significantly improve the health of our verges. They want flowers to be allowed to flower so 

pollinators can work their magic and seeds can ripen and fall to the ground. In this way, the floral display 

will become better and better every year. 

Please adopt Plantlife's guidelines for managing our road verges to benefit wild flowers and other nature. I 

know that road verges are under considerable pressure. Priorities for safety and access, along with budget 

constraints and difficulties with the collection of litter and grass clippings can mean that enhancing their 

wildlife value is often low on the list. But we believe that the adoption of a few basic principles will improve 

our verges for nature, bringing benefits for wildlife, for us and for future generations. 

I know there are people in the village who disagree but many others agree with me that it is upsetting to 

see the verges mown drastically just when the wild flowers are at their best.” 

Email received regarding the same matter: 

“With the increasing awareness of the need to promote bio-diversity, and also to protect the bee 

population, I urge the Parish Council to consider allowing wild flowers to flourish along the verges of the 

village. This would need careful management, and knowing when and how often to mow would be crucial 

to its success. I believe you have an expert on such matters already on your council and I would like to hear 

if such a project would be acceptable to the council as whole.” 

Several more residents have contacted the clerk in support of this suggestion.  

Further email received: 

“I would like to express my support for proposals that I know you have received recently to 're-wild' some 

of Kennington's road verges.   

Along with several other Kennington residents, I was dismayed that all the verges through Kennington plus 

some other areas of 'green space' in the village, were mown by contractors a week or so ago. At the time 

they were mown, these verges were full of wildflowers including daisies, yarrow, selfheal, clover and a 

range of other small wildflowers.  By cutting all the verges at once, this immediately deprived bees, 

butterflies and other invertebrates of a very important source of pollen and nectar just when they most 

needed it, while the weather was unprecedentedly hot and dry.  

The grass and wildflowers in the verges was not impeding visibility for either the traffic through 

Kennington, nor for pedestrians, at the time that the verges were cut.  I believe that the mowing is only 

carried out during the spring and summer months, because the Council is concerned that some Kennington 

residents will think that if they are left uncut, the verges will look 'untidy'.  

I would like to contribute my expertise (as a recently retired conservation adviser at Natural England) 

towards a review of all the verge cutting carried out in Kennington, with the aim of leaving at least some 

verges uncut during the spring and summer months.  I would also like to propose that at least some of the 

verges are enhanced for wildlife, by (for instance) sowing or planting additional wildflowers. If done in a 

carefully considered way, this would not only provide environmental benefits for bees, butterflies and other 

invertebrates, but also an attractive visual appearance as one drives through our village. 

The attached link to the Plantlife website includes some very helpful management guidelines for road 

verges, and interesting case studies of places in the UK that have carried out wildflower enhancements and 
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environmentally friendly mowing regimes for their road verges:  https://plantlife.love-

wildflowers.org.uk/roadvergecampaign.” 

E Call from resident regarding the trees in the copse between Sandford Lane and the Redrow site, which 

were being cut. Clerk called site manager and queried what work was being undertaken, and was advised 

that the district council granted permission in March for the work, and there is an ecologist on site 

supervising operations. Site manager sent clerk a copy of the permission document for information.  

F Phone call from Botley Medical Centre, who advised that Avicenna pharmacy were having trouble 

delivering prescriptions to some patients who needed them, and asked if the parish council could help in 

any way. Clerk contacted the pharmacy and was advised that the driver’s hours are limited, and there has 

been a recent change in policy, which is causing problems for some residents. Clerk passed on phone 

number, so volunteer co-ordinators may be able to help deliver prescriptions to individuals in the village. 

Clerk has arranged 4 volunteers to help with prescriptions so far. A neighbour or friend can also collect 

prescriptions for people who are shielding or self-isolating.  

G Clerk was informed that several of the bins in the village were overflowing. Clerk contacted Calber about 

the bins in the village hall playground and Biffa about the bins outside the Best One and on the footpath 

near The Tandem. 

H Letter received from CPRE asking the council to renew its membership. Clerk emailed to advise that the 

council has already renewed its membership for 2020/21. CPRE have apologised for the error and 

confirmed that the payment was received.  

Clerk passed on details of councillor who is willing to make a witness statement. 

I Letter received from Barclays to advise that the interest rate on the savings account will be decreasing to 

0.01% from 24 July. The savings account with Cambridge & Counties has successfully been set up, and the 

confirmation paperwork has been received.  

J Football club has arranged for a contractor to start work on Playfield Rd pitch, and has sent details of what 

he is proposing. The club will require access to water and a hose to water in the grass seed, so have 

requested that they can use the hose in the garage, and continue to hold on to a copy of the garage key. 

Both playing fields will have work undertaken, starting next week. This is being funded by the football club 

from a grant from the FA. Clerk will arrange a key receipt for the football club to hold on to the garage key.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange key receipt for football club to have a garage key 

  

K Email from resident: 

“I just wanted to issue my concerns about the fires which are occurring on the land on the far side of the 

railway lines.  There have been quite a few over the last two or three years, but there was one on Sunday 

24th May and another on Monday 25th May which were quite considerable fires.  In fact the one on 

Monday was still smoking on Tuesday morning.  I believe there are one or two caravans over there and 

vehicles are accessing the land from the lane by the ' Stone House' (105 Kennington Road).  They are going 

across the railway lines and through the gate the over side.  I believe people are living there and sometimes 

late at night I see lights and people by the gate at the bottom of the lane and hear it open and close.  I am 

aware they are not railway workers, they are not wearing high vis jackets.  I am concerned about the fires, 

particularly as it has been so hot and dry over the last few weeks.  I thought the Parish Council should be 

made aware of this situation.  “ 

It was reported that the gates next to the track are opening and closing all through the day and night, and 

it appears that the keypad lock has been hacked or broken. There have been a number of witnesses who 

have seen vans and caravans going down the track, and there was a very large fire last week which 

appeared to be in the area between Hinksey stream and the railway track. Many of these people are 

https://plantlife.love-wildflowers.org.uk/roadvergecampaign
https://plantlife.love-wildflowers.org.uk/roadvergecampaign
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homeless and moved out of Oxford City into caravans, tents or squatting on abandoned boats. It is 

believed that there are between 20 and 40 people living there, which is a health hazard as they have no 

access to sanitation. Cllr. Johnston advised that he has taken this up with the Environment Agency, Public 

Health England, Vale of White Horse District Council and will be contacting Oxford Preservation Trust and 

Oxford City Council, but no-one seems to want to own the problem.  

59.20 It was agreed that the parish council would write to the Environment Agency, Network Rail, OPT, British 

Transport Police and MP Layla Moran about the problem. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to raise concerns about the situation with various bodies. 

  

L Resident reported that there was a sign at Playfield Rd with the parish council logo which asks people to 

control their children on the playing field. Clerk removed poster and added post to Facebook asking 

residents to let the clerk know if any other suspicious posters appear. Another poster was found on the 

memorial field gate, so clerk has removed it. There are currently drones and model aircraft being flown on 

the playing field, which the parish council agreed was not permissible a few years ago. The regulations for 

flying drones have recently been updated.  

60.20 It was agreed that the clerk will investigate the current regulations and add to the agenda for the next 

Playing Fields Committee meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add to the agenda for the next Playing Fields Committee meeting 

  

Continuing issues  

M Clerk has arranged a plumber to investigate the problem with the showers at Playfield Rd pavilion and 

provide a written report of the problem, and specification for the work required to fix it. Electrician came 

out on Tuesday to check that it was not a problem with the immersion heaters.  The gate valve on the 

mixer has seized, but it is not clear whether this is in the open or closed position. 

61.20 It was agreed that the clerk will arrange for a plumber to remove the gate valve and replace if necessary. 

This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for plumber to remove the gate valve on the mixer and replace if necessary, to see if 

this would solve the problem with the showers. 

   

N Clerk contacted SWA architects regarding the planning application for the pavilion project. They have been 

working on these, and aim to have a full set of drawings ready by the end of this week. These have now 

been circulated to the council and other members of the Playing Fields Committee. Clerk also sent plans to 

OPT to ask if they would have any objections before the planning application is submitted. Clerk is hopeful 

that this can be ready before the July meeting.  

62.20 It was resolved that the area at the back of the pavilion needs to be a lot more secure than is on the plans, 

as community safety will be considered as part of the planning process, and there would be an area at the 

rear of the pavilion which may attract anti-social behaviour. There should be security gates at either end, 

as well as CCTV and sensor lighting in the area at the back of the pavilion. There is a low fence between 

this space and the memorial field, so it will be impossible to completely restrict access.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask architect to ensure that security at the rear of the pavilion is addressed in the planning 

application. 

   

O Response from Sustrans in relation to the barriers at Sandford Lane: 
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“Thank you for your email, and apologies for the delayed response. For your information, I am responsible 

for the land that Sustrans manages in Oxfordshire including the Kennington path.   

I am pleased to hear your local residents are enjoying the improved path, we have had a lot of positive 

feedback regarding this project. Barriers along the route were removed and redesigned to improve 

accessibility, now one of our key priorities for the National Cycle Network, informed by our Paths For 

Everyone strategy (see https://www.sustrans.org.uk/about-us/paths-for-everyone/ for further detail) 

Unfortunately there are no anti-motorcycle barrier designs that do not obstruct and deter legitimate users, 

and the users most affected by such barriers are some of the most vulnerable and in need of access to 

traffic free paths; people with child trailers, people on mobility scooters, and disabled cyclists who might 

ride tricycles or adaptive cycles, or use their bicycle as a mobility aid. Determined motorcyclists often find a 

way through regardless, and we find that active use by the community is the best deterrent.  

I would encourage your residents to continue to report motorcycle activity to the police, on either 999 or 

101, and to myself for monitoring the scale of the problem. I will discuss this with Thames Valley police and 

see if we can arrange some patrols if the problem continues.  

Regarding cyclists approaching Sandford Lane at speed, I do recognise that there is a problem with the 

sightlines at the junction. 

Initially I will arrange for some ‘Slow- busy road ahead’ signage at the top of the slope and will speak to 

Thames Water about siting a mirror on their access opposite so people can see approaching traffic better.  

I will also speak to Oxfordshire Highways about the possibility of installing some on-road signage, 

especially since I note the Redrow development will also have a cycling and walking path connecting with 

Sandford Lane so it so it would be good to slow speeds to safety around the railway bridge.  

I hope this helps address your concerns.”  

The council is still concerned that cyclists will go straight into the road at the Sandford Lane junction, and 

there is the potential for a serious accident. The spacing between overlapping barriers can be made bigger 

so that they are accessible. It was suggested that CCTV could be installed, but the cost of this would be 

prohibitive.  

63.20 It was resolved that the clerk will write again to Sustrans to reiterate that this junction is extremely 

dangerous, and ask them to reconsider their decision. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write again to Sustrans asking them to reconsider their decision about the barriers, as the 

junction between the Sustrans track has the potential for a serious collision between a bike and vehicle.  

  

P Email from resident regarding the bollards outside the Manor House: 

“Thank you for your letter re the bollards in front of the barn at the Manor House.  

I think the bollards were put in place to stop people parking in front of the listed barn.  Presumably because 

the barn is a prominent part of the village’s historic architecture and it is desirable to keep the view of it 

from being obscured by parked cars (presumably overspill from the Tandem or the Health centre). I 

imagine that the bollards also protect the grass verge from damage resulting from being used for parking. 

I suppose the question is: are the bollards more unsightly than a row of parked cars?  I would have thought 

not, but I suppose the council is the deciding body in this respect.    

Hope you’re safe and well.” 

64.20 It was agreed that the parish council will remove all the wooden bollards and install two of the plastic 

bollards near the Tandem entrance to stop cars driving onto the verge as you go into the Tandem, and 

would stop them parking in front of the barn. This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Johnston 

and agreed unanimously. 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for wooden bollards to be removed and two plastic bollards to be installed near the 

Tandem entrance.  

 

Q Clerk has written to MP Layla Moran, MP Matt Hancock, MP Anneliese Dodds, NHS England, Oxfordshire 

Clinical Commissioning Group, Director of Public Health at Oxfordshire County Council and Executive 

Director of Healthwatch Oxfordshire to raise the council’s concerns about the future of Kennington Health 

Centre following its use as a CALM clinic.  

Response received from MP Layla Moran: 

“Following concerns from constituents, I recently asked the Practice Manager at Botley Medical Centre for 

information on future plans for Kennington Health Centre, however she does not yet have the information 

as to when and how Kennington Health Centre will re-open for residents, as opposed to being a CALM 

clinic. 

To seek clarification on future plans for Kennington Health Centre, I have written to the Oxfordshire Clinical 

Commissioning Group to see if they can provide any background or additional information that would help 

residents and patients understand what will happen once we are through the worst of this current crisis. 

I also stressed that it would also be extremely helpful to understand how the process of engaging, listening 

and consulting with the residents of these parishes is happening so that all residents can have a clear 

understanding of how they will access GP services going forward. 

As soon as I have a reply from them I will contact you again with an update.” 

NHS England advised that the letter has been  

“forwarded to their regional Primary Care Contracting Team for review.” 

Response also received from Rosalind Pearce, Executive Director of Healthwatch: 

“Thank you for raising this important issue.  I would like to confirm that we are aware of the concerns of 

the patients regarding the future of the Kennington Health Centre, relayed to Healthwatch Oxfordshire via 

the Chair of the Patient Participation Group.  I have convened a meeting between the PPG, the Practice 

Manager of Botley Surgery, and Oxfordshire Clinical Commission Group – the commissioners of GP services 

and the CALM service.  This meeting is to take place on Tuesday 9th June – tomorrow.  I will make the 

attendee aware that I have received communication from the Parish Council at this meeting. 

I will keep you informed of the outcomes from the meeting.” 

R Email received asking if the council requires any weed spraying this season. Areas for consideration 

include Otters Reach, opposite the Co-op, Upper Road gutters. It was suggested that weeds should be 

dealt with by using chemicals as little as possible.  

65.20 It was agreed that councillors let the clerk know suggested areas and she will bring a price to the July 

meeting.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Bring prices for suggested areas to the July parish council meeting 

 

S Email requesting access across Forest Side playing field: 

“Kier Highways, working on behalf of Highways England, have been instructed to undertake inspection and 

maintenance works at A34 Bagley Wood Footbridge.  This structure carries a public footpath over the A34 

dual carriageway to the south of Hinksey Hill Interchange (A423) – location plan attached. 

The inspection of the structure will be carried out from lane closures on the A34 dual carriageway.  In 

addition, we are looking to undertake repairs to the surfacing of the footbridge – in some areas this has 

deteriorated and presents a trip hazard.  In order to complete these repairs, please can you advise whether 

it would be possible to have access for vehicles across Kennington Playing Fields?  The works are currently 

programmed for the night shifts of 9th and 10th July. 
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If you have any questions, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.” 

66.20  It was agreed that the access to the footbridge is down the path known as the ‘green lane’, not across the 

playing field, so Kier Highways should contact St John’s College about this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advise Kier Highways that the access to the footbridge is down the ‘green lane’, so they 

should contact St John’s College to request access.  

 

T NALC (National Association of Local Councils) & BHIB – Risk assessment guide for Covid-19 received. Clerk 

will investigate as updated risk assessments are likely to be needed for the pavilions, play areas etc. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Update risk assessments for pavilions and play areas in relation to Covid-19 advice. 

 

U Email received from resident who was concerned that the Zoom meeting ID and password are in the 

public domain. Clerk explained that all parish council meetings are open to the public, so legally the details 

need to be on the website.  

V Facebook message received from resident asking if the parish council supplied food parcels. Clerk put him 

in touch with Community Support Team at Vale of White Horse District Council. 

W Clerk copied into an email to the police regarding the motorbikes using the towpath between the iron 

bridge and Sandford Lane again.  The police are actively looking into this.   

 

67.20 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
A See Ability has requested a grant of £250 towards entertainment for the residents in supported living in 

Kennington. 

68.20 It was agreed that the council would not approve a grant to See Ability. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Charlett and carried by 11 votes for, 1 against and 1 abstention.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform See Ability of the council’s decision  

 

B Mare Curie has requested a donation towards their work with dying people and their families. 

69.20 It was agreed that the council would approve a grant for Marie Curie. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed 11 votes for and 2 abstentions.  

70.20 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £25, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed 12 

votes for and one abstention.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Marie Curie of the council’s decision  

 

C Helen and Douglas House requested a grant of £26 towards their children’s hospice. 

71.20 It was agreed that the council would approve a grant for Helen and Douglas House. This was proposed by 

Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Bakewell and agreed unanimously.  

72.20 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £250, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and 

agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Helen & Douglas House of the council’s decision  

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

None 

 

Correspondence for information  

D District council update for parishes – forwarded to councillors 
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E Oxford City Council – Oxford Local Plan 2036 has been adopted by the council 

F Oxfordshire Plan 2050 – Oxfordshire Open Thought – invitation forwarded to councillors 

G RoSPA Play Safety – Notification of play area inspections, which will take place during July 

 

73.20 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29 May 2020  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £81,019.12 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,413.41 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £85,000.00 

Total £250,932.53 

 
Direct debits to be paid in June 

 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in June 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD PWLB 
Village hall loan repayment  ref 463811   

£2,118.53 Local Government 
Act 1972 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

032 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for May less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,151.31 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

033 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for June less tax                       

£109.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

034 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£219.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

035 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for May 

£367.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

036 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting for June 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

037 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Grass cutting at playing fields, cemetery, verges and 
village maintenance in May 

£1,434.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

038 Mrs R L Brown 
Zoom Pro account for April/May (£14.39), Fast Hosts 
email renewal  (£199.90) & fluorescent rope for cricket 
square (£69.00) 

£283.29 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

039 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd in May 
Village litter collection for May 

£542.52 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

040 Savills (on behalf of St John’s College, Oxford) 
Forest Side rent 24/06/2020 – 28/09/2020 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

041 Grundon Waste Management Ltd 
Wheelie bins for May 

£42.84 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

042 Clean Slate 
Grant awarded at May meeting – minute no’s 18.20 & 
19.20 

£50.00 General Power of 
Competence 
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Total to be transferred in June: £5,115.64 
 
74.20 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
75.20 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Powles and voted unanimously. 

76.20 The clerk advised that she had not yet heard back from the internal auditor so will chase him up. 
 

77.20 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 12 May 2020 were noted.  

 

78.20 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

79.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham reported that she wrote to MP Layla Moran and had a very nice response back. She 

has written to the practice on behalf of the PPG but hasn’t had a proper response yet about some of the 

questions she asked. There was a meeting on Tuesday with myself, CCG, Health Watch, and the PPG 

secretary. A lot of the doctors were there as well as the Practice Manager. Botley advised that Kennington 

Health Centre has never been closed, but has changed its use to a Covid testing centre. The CCG are now 

looking for a long term place to host the Covid testing centre for at least another year. Kennington Health 

Centre provides a car parking and isolated. They looked at Manzil Way, but it is right next to a mosque and 

the car parking is poor. There was somewhere in Kidlington which has now closed as they had so few 

patients. They haven’t made a definite decision, but Kennington Health Centre is in the running to be shut 

as a general health centre for patients for another twelve months. As soon as they decide categorically, 

they will let us know. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham advised that she brought up the issue with travel, and 

problems people are having with the lack of face-to-face appointments, especially if they are deaf or have 

had a stroke and cannot talk properly. Cllr. Charlett advised that the car park belongs to the village hall. 

Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham advised that another option would be that the health centre is still used as a Covid 

testing centre, and they could see other patients in a different area of the building. The CCG have not yet 

made a decision. The PPG have invited the health centre to another meeting in July. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham 

has asked for figures on the usage of the Covid clinic, but has not yet received a response.  

80.20 It was agreed that the parish council and PPG would write a joint article, encouraging residents to write to 

MP Layla Moran about this matter.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write a joint article with PPG to encourage residents to express their concern about 

Kennington Health Centre possibly being used as a Covid clinic for the next 12 months.  

 

Cllr. Charlett left the meeting, due to connectivity issues. Cllr. Cobb, as Vice-Chairman, took the Chair. 

 

 

043 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
Grant awarded at May meeting – minute no’s 20.20 & 
21.20 

£250.00 General Power of 
Competence 

044 Ms R. Hollinrake 
Reimbursement for war memorial flowers & compost 

£77.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

045 Oxford Green Belt Network 

Membership for 2020/21   

£15.00 General Power of 

Competence 

046 Mr D Escott 

Investigation work at Playfield Rd pavilion showers 

£60.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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81.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

82.20 Cllr. Cobb – There has been some liaison with Rosey about planting in red, white and blue. Cllr. Cobb 

believes the planting should be a low profile, and the plants do not need to be seen from the cars, so can 

use bedding plants. Rosey Hollinrake advised that she is not interested in just doing low bedding plants. 

83.20 It was agreed that the council has asked Rosey Hollinrake to do the planting and review the situation in 

twelve months.  

84.20 Cllr. Bakewell advised that 20-30% of the granite sets, which make up the majority of the memorial, have 

been neglected and are covered in bits of earth and tarmac. Cllr. Bakewell has done some work on this 

recently. The structure of the memorial should be maintained.  

85.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – The church is now using a different soap, as children in particular are being asked 

to wash their hands much more than normal due to Covid-19. Some children are finding that their eczema 

is getting very bad. A resident has asked if the whole village, including the village hall and pavilion toilets 

could move to a child-friendly hand wash or foam, as children and the elderly have more delicate skin, and 

whether moisturiser could be provided.  

86.20 It was agreed that a proposal will be brought to the next meeting, including costings. This will also need to 

be raised at the Village Hall Management Committee meeting when it next meets. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Look at costings for replacing soap with child-friendly hand wash 

 

87.20 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

The A34 will be closed from the evening of the 19th continuously to the morning of the 22nd of June from 

the Hinksey Hill roundabout to the Botley roundabout in the North bound direction. This is so that the 

North bound lane can be resurfaced, it is currently in poor condition, and each layer needs time to 

consolidate and set.  Traffic will be diverted around the Oxford ring road. The County bus pass scheme is 

to revert to normal.  That is it will only be valid from 09.00 am and at weekends. The County is to be the 

local centre for a national economic virus recovery scheme.  Details are sketchy and as yet there is no time 

frame.  It will be in three phases of which the final one will be implementation, again details are thin. 

 

88.20 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Cllrs. Johnston and Lugova 

Government Discretionary Business Grant now open for applications: Vale of White Horse District Councils 

will accept applications from noon Wednesday 3 June 2020 from small businesses for a share of around 

£1.9 million of government support following the coronavirus outbreak. The councils are urging all eligible 

businesses that were ineligible for the Small Business Grant scheme and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure 

Grant Schemes to apply but stressing that the government fund available will only provide enough 

meaningful support for a very small percentage of eligible businesses. Business owners have until midday 

on Wednesday 17 June to apply for the Discretionary Business Fund at http://www.svbs.co.uk/top-up-

scheme/ 

Parking charges were re-introduced in Vale car parks from Monday 8 June.  Car parks will operate as 

normal, meaning that motorists must display a ticket or have a valid online or text payment confirmation, 

including during any free hours offered in the charging period.  Normal rates will apply.  New permits will 

be issued or re-issued to anyone whose permit would’ve normally expired since lockdown began.    

Oxfordshire to invest £2.9m in urgent travel recovery plans (including Vale).  Cyclists and pedestrians will 

soon start to notice the benefit of urgent plans to spend £600,000 over the next eight weeks – helping 

them to travel safely while social distancing as Oxfordshire gradually emerges from lockdown and in to 

“the new normal.”  These fast-track plans are the first part of a wider £2.9m of funding to be awarded to 
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Oxfordshire County Council by Government to improve cycling infrastructure, parts of the roadwork 

network and footpaths as the nation responds to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

89.20 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Wilding of grass verges, hand soaps in the pavilions, weed spraying kerbs and gutters in Kennington   

 

90.20 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS - VILLAGE WARDEN 

 The parish council has a preferred candidate, and is awaiting references before appointing. The clerk has 

produced a draft contract based on the NALC clerk’s contract, which refers to some policies which the 

parish council does not currently have. The clerk advised that she has been unable to locate a copy of a 

contract with Calber, and following conversations with the former clerk and previous chairman, it is likely 

that a verbal contract was entered into. The clerk and former chairman had contacted Calber, and were 

both informed that the notice period in their standard terms is 3 months’.  

91.20 Following a discussion, it was agreed that the clerk gives 30 days’ notice to Calber when the appointment 

has been made. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Russell and agreed by 9 votes for, 

1 vote against and 2 abstentions.  

92.20 It was resolved that the council will give the required nine weeks’ notice to the Play Area Warden. This 

was proposed by Cllr. Russell, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

93.20 It was agreed that the clerk will find out more information about the litter picking cart in Radley, including 

how old it is and how much they paid for it.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Draft necessary policies and bring to July meeting 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Give 30 days’ notice to Calber for litter picking and pavilion cleaning 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Give nine weeks’ notice to Play Area Warden 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask clerk to Radley PC for more information about the litter picking cart 

 

Cllr. Charlett returned to the meeting and resumed as Chairman. 

 

94.20 It was resolved that the council would ask the new Village Warden to start as soon as possible, potentially 

1st July, subject to acceptable references.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange start date of 1st July, if possible, for the new Village Warden 

 

Meeting closed at 9:24pm. 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


