
Improving Kennington’s roadside verges for wildlife 

A draft proposal for consideration by Kennington Parish Council 

 

Why the need for change? 

The proportion of front gardens in Kennington that have been paved over as car parking spaces, 

turned into gravel gardens, or worse still, had their front lawns replaced by plastic Astroturf, has 

increased dramatically over the last 20 years. As a result, the village’s grass road verges are 

increasingly important for wildlife. Wildflowers in the verges are a vital source of nectar and pollen 

for bees, butterflies, hoverflies and other invertebrates, which in turn provide food for insectivorous 

birds and small mammals including hedgehogs. Bees are essential to us humans too, as we rely upon 

them for pollinating the vegetables we grow in our gardens, and our fruit trees. 

At present, many of Kennington’s grass road verges are mown by Council contractors approximately 

every 3 weeks between mid-March and mid-October every year. Mowing during the summer 

months just when the flowers are flowering, instantly deprives invertebrates of this natural resource 

just when they need it the most.  If the road verges were mown less frequently and later in the year, 

this would allow flowers to complete their full lifecycle rather than being cut down in their prime 

before they are able to set seed, thereby restoring floral diversity to the verges, providing pollinator 

habitat, helping the wildlife that depends on invertebrates, and saving the Council money on 

unnecessarily frequent mowing. 

Our proposal for Kennington’s verges 

Mowing regime for initial ‘pilot areas’ 

From the mowing season starting January 2021, we would like the Council to relax the mowing 

regime on a small number of verges in the village.  The wildlife-friendly mowing regime that we are 

proposing, follows the guidelines on pages 13-14 in Plantlife’s ‘The good verge guide’ – a different 

approach to managing our waysides and verges’ 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/3315/7063/5411/Managing_grassland_road_verges_

Singles.pdf.   

We suggest instituting the relaxed mowing regime initially in several ‘pilot areas’ comprising the 

wide grass verges on the western side of The Avenue from south of the War Memorial to the 

junction with Playfield Road. These are the mowing areas marked 34, 37, 39, 45, 46, 47, 48 on the 

grass cutting contract maps 3 and 4 (attached). See Figures 2-5 for photos of several of these areas. 

 During the early spring (Jan/Feb/Mar), these ‘pilot area’ verges should be kept short by 

following the Council’s normal mowing routine, i.e. mowing every 3 weeks up until mid-

March. 

 There should be no mowing of these verges between April and the end of August, to enable 

the wildflowers to flower and set seed.   

 The exception to this is at road junctions, and possibly also a 1m strip adjacent to the main 

road kerb, where the normal mowing regime should be carried out to provide a ‘visibility 

splay’, thereby ensuring there is no obstruction to traffic visibility or pedestrian safety. 

 At the end of the summer (Sept/Oct), these verges should be cut and all of the cuttings 

removed. This will encourage wildflowers by preventing the build-up of dead vegetation or  

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/3315/7063/5411/Managing_grassland_road_verges_Singles.pdf
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‘thatch’, gradually reducing the fertility of the soil, which in turn will result in decreasing the 

vigorous grass species and enabling more wildflowers to thrive. If the Council’s contractor 

cannot do this with a cut-and-collect mowing machine, we may be able to provide 

volunteers to rake up the cuttings.  The cuttings will need to be disposed of as garden waste. 

 After the cut-and-collect mowing session, the ‘pilot area’ verges should be kept short by 

following the Council’s normal routine of mowing every 3 weeks until mid-Oct. 

Possible future wildflower enhancement project 

During the relaxed mowing regime of summer 2021, we will survey the current wildflower 

composition of the ‘pilot area’ verges.  Depending on what we find, we may decide to enhance these 

areas by either sowing additional wildflower seeds into the verges, or by planting wildflower plug 

plants into these verges.  Several of our volunteers have offered to grow suitable wildflowers to 

plant out in Kennington’s verges. 

Suitable wildflowers for verges include species such as common bird’s-foot trefoil, selfheal, red 

clover, yarrow, oxeye daisy, meadow cranesbill, black knapweed, lady’s bedstraw, field scabious.  

Possible extension of the wildlife-friendly verge mowing 

The verges we’ve selected initially will be ‘pilot areas’ for judging the success of the relaxed mowing 

regime, and for assessing the acceptance by Kennington residents. If all goes well, we would like to 

extend the project to cover additional areas of roadside verge and grassy amenity areas, roundabout 

circles etc. We will do further surveys of these areas during 2021. 

Public engagement & consultation exercise 

We think there is increasing support for, and interest in, wildlife amongst Kennington residents.  

For instance:  

 Around 550 people visited the ‘Animals on the Move’ exhibition in Kennington Church Hall in 

January 2020 and the feedback was overwhelmingly positive;  

 Around 40 people attended the ‘Kennington Environmental Action’ meeting in January 2020 

submitting ideas for making Kennington more wildlife-friendly;  

 The ‘Wildlife of Kennington Parish’ Facebook group has approximately 100 members.    

However, we recognise that some Kennington residents may be unhappy about leaving verges uncut 

during the summer months. We therefore intend to carry out public engagement during 

autumn/winter 2020/21 including producing a display about Kennington’s wildlife and our verge 

management proposals. We will also contact residents whose houses are adjacent to the proposed 

‘pilot area’ verges to explain the proposal and hopefully allay any fears.    

The Parish Council could also carry out an opinion survey of Kennington residents, perhaps via a 

notice in the Kennington Chronicle, or on the Kennington Connected Facebook page. 

Potential objections to the wildlife-friendly verges 

We have tried to anticipate some of the objections that the Parish Council might receive to changing 

the verge mowing regime: 

Objection: the verges will look untidy and unkempt if they are not mown in the summer.   



Response: if the suggested mowing regime is carried out, the growth of coarse grasses will decrease 

after a few years, and the verges will be colourful with wildflowers instead. There are already 

colourful wildflowers including yarrow, birds’-foot trefoil, daisy, red clover, self-heal, beaked hawk’s-

beard, black medick growing in these verges (Figures 1a, 1b). In future, we might further enhance 

the wildflower interest of the verges by planting additional colourful wildflowers, which will make an 

attractive visual ‘splash’ for people driving or walking along The Avenue. 

Figures 1a, 1b: colourful wildflowers that are already found in Kennington’s road verges 

 
Figure 1a: Red clover (pink), self-heal (blue-
purple), daisy (white) on verge S of Simpson’s 
Way. 

 
Figure 1b: Yarrow (white) and beaked hawk’s-
beard (yellow) in an unmown verge next to The 
Avenue. 

 

Objection: won’t weeds such as dandelion, thistles, docks and ragwort seed into my garden if the 

verges aren’t cut during the summer? 

Response: from a brief walk round Kennington’s verges in July, we found very few dandelions, 

thistles, docks or ragwort in the road verges. Where there are patches of these weeds, volunteers 

can dig them out. 

Objection: where will I be able to put my dustbin on collection days if the grass has grown tall and 

these verges are supposed to be a ‘wildflower meadows’? 

Response: the only proposed ‘pilot area’ verges where any dustbins need to be placed on collection 

day, were the verge on the short service road/cul de sac to the N of St Swithun’s Road (mowing area 

46:  2 houses), and the verge on the service road between St Swithun’s School and Grundy Crescent 

(mowing area 39: 5 houses - see photo in Figure 3).  

These verges will be mown as normal during Jan-March, so it will be easy for bins to be pushed as 

normal to the main roadside kerb, and by doing this every week during the summer, they will create 

their own short ‘paths’ through the longer grass down to the main road. The distance involved is 

only 3-4m. 

Objection: won’t it cost the Council more to cut-and-collect and then dispose of all the cuttings at 

the end of the summer? 

Response: no, the Council should be able to save money by not mowing these verges every 3 weeks 

during April, May, June, July and August. The cost of getting contractors to use a cut-and-collect 

machine should be offset by the reduction in mowing frequency.  This has been the experience of 

Dorset County Council when they switched to a wildlife-friendly mowing regime. 



Objection: will traffic and pedestrian safety be compromised by leaving the verges uncut during the 

summer? 

Response: no, because ‘visibility splays’ will be mown as normal at road junctions, and possibly also 

1m from the kerbside along the main road, if this is felt to be necessary. 

 

Figures 2 – 5: photos taken in July 2020 of several of the proposed ‘pilot area’ road verges along The 

Avenue 

 
Figure 2: Mowing area 45, in front of St 
Swithun’s School. 

Figure 3: Mowing area 39, The Avenue service 
road N of St Swithun’s School. 

 

 
Figure 4: Mowing area 48, The Avenue service 
road S of Simpson’s Way, with common bird’s-
foot trefoil in foreground. 

Figure 5: Mowing area 47, The Avenue service 
road S of St Swithun’s Road junction. 
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