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New issues during month 

A Email from resident regarding the Best Kept Garden competition: 
“Last week was to have been the front garden competition for Kennington as announced earlier in the year. It 
seems a pity it was cancelled, and only in the July Kennington Chronicle. For many it gives an added motivation to 
gardening and for the village, an increase in lovely glimpses of our many gardens. Despite the lockdown, it seems 
gardeners have kept going and judging could have taken place safely. 
For next year can I request two things: 
an earlier choice of week for the judging, as mid July comes quite late in the patterns of flowering; also some 
published information about the criteria you follow for the judging. This will help all to meet the criteria fairly and 
clearly.” 

B Facebook message regarding littering at Playfield Rd playing field: 
“Hello, there is a lot of litter in the children's playground at Playfield Road and also around the basketball hoop. It 
is mainly sweet wrappers and plastic bottles so most probably teenagers.  
Please can you put up more signs in these areas to remind people to put their rubbish in the bin! Also maybe post 
a reminder on Kennington connected. In particular parents need to remind their kids about littering - it is total 
laziness as there are bins nearby. Perhaps a bin is needed right next to the basketball hoop as teenagers 
apparently can't walk across the field to a bin.  
Thank you!” 
 

C Phone call from resident regarding the twin fly at the adult gym area, asking if it will be reinstated. Clerk 
explained the council’s reasons for removing the chains following the last inspection.  

D Email from resident asking if a speed survey could be undertaken on Upper Road. Clerk advised that a speed 
indicator device (SID) with speed monitoring software has been purchased and will be installed in the next few 
weeks. 

E Email from resident requesting that the hedges at the cemetery are cut, as they are very overgrown. Clerk 
advised that Cllr. Baggott will be raising the issue with the church and reporting back at the September meeting.  

F Resident of 2 Forest Side asked who is responsible for maintaining the hedge which runs along the footpath next 
to the property, as it is outside the property boundary. It regularly overgrows and blocks the footpath. Clerk 
checked and this has already been reported on Fix My Street.  

G Two of the stones on top of the dry stone wall by the adult gym have come off and had been placed in the 
rubbish bin. These have now been re-set. 

H One of the toilet seats in the ladies’ toilet in Playfield Rd pavilion is broken. The Village Warden has offered to 
replace this.  

I Query received regarding the horse chestnut trees at 2A Upper Road, which have been felled and were the 
subject of a Tree Preservation Order. Clerk could find no record of works requested to these trees on the Vale 
website, so contacted the Planning Enforcement Team, who confirmed that permission had been granted and 
shared a copy of the decision notice. Clerk advised that there was no record of this on their website, and this ICT 
issue has now been resolved. Cllr. Patterson queried why parish councils are no longer consulted in relation to 
work to TPO trees, as this used to happen in the past. Clerk passed the query on to District Councillor Bob 
Johnston, Chairman of the Planning Committee.   

J Email from Waste Team, inviting the parish council to take part in the Keep Britain Tidy Great British September 
Clean on the weekend of 19/20 September or 26/27 September. Litter picking equipment will be available on a 
first come, first served basis over these weekends. Clerk emailed councillors to gauge interest. 

K Emails from the clerk are still showing winmail attachments, despite the clerk following the advice from Fast 
Hosts to resolve this. The clerk will continue to try to rectify this issue and will upload all documents on to the 
Councillors’ Area of the website.  

L Email received from Lynne Bromley: 
“I wonder if you could help me. My name is Lynne Bromley and I help run Kennington ( Oxford) Band. As I am sure 
you know my father, Ron Sudworth, was the conductor of the band since its founding,  in Sept. 1973, until he 
passed away in 2010. My mother has now, sadly, passed away. We are now thinking what sort of tribute we 
could possibly make for them. I was wondering what the position would be if we wanted to put a bench, or 
similar, in Kennington. ( stating their connection to the band)  Thank you for your consideration.” 
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M Village Warden has reported that the Grundon wheelie bins are very dirty, and queried whose responsibility it is 
to clean these. Clerk to investigate.  

N Resident of Playfield Rd queried whether the parish council can do anything about the inconsiderate parking on 
the corner of The Avenue and Playfield Rd, as a family member recently had a car accident because of this.  

O Following the cancellation of the Best Kept Garden competition this year, it was suggested that the parish council 
could organise a ‘Best Christmas Decorations’ competition with funny categories.  

P Email from resident regarding some of the trees on Cow Lane: 
“Could I please ask if this is something the Parish Council are able to look at?  I have spoken with Network Rail 
who have said that they are not responsible for the trees and can't help me. 
The trees down Cow Lane, which overhang the fence out the back of 54 (and neighbouring properties) Otters 
Reach garages are massively overgrown and have damaged the fence, knocking part of it down and leaning 
against other parts of it, which is weakening it.  The fence protects access to the garages from people going down 
Cow Lane and now that the fence is down there is a security issue. 
I'm really hoping this is something you will be able to look into and help me with please? 
Hope to hear from you soon.” 

Q Phone call from resident of Liddiard Close, who had been unable to contact Oxfordshire County Council Highways 
regarding the poor condition of the pavement, which had resulted in a neighbour falling and fracturing their hip. 
Clerk reported on Fix My Street, and this is being investigated.  

R Clerk attended a Zoom meeting with MP Layla Moran and other volunteer co-ordinators in Oxfordshire to discuss 
the challenges in maintaining the current level of support for residents who have been reliant on these services, 
particularly people who have been shielding and those who have used the food banks. Layla extended her thanks 
to all the volunteers who have helped their neighbours through this difficult time, and has asked to be informed 
if there is someone who deserves special thanks. The main concerns were around the decreased time for 
volunteers when people return to work and how to support people who have been asked to self-isolate due to 
Test and Trace.   

S Resident reported that there are often vans or cars parked on Kenville Road, close to the junction with 
Kennington Road. The vehicles are left there for days a a time. This makes it difficult for people to safely cross 
the road at this junction, so it was queried whether a single yellow line could be painted along this stretch of 
road. . 

T It was reported that Calber staff have still been picking litter outside the village hall, but this should have finished 
by now. Clerk queried with Calber who advised that this contract has ended and litter picking is no longer being 
carried out by them.  

U Large piles of garden waste and building waste have been fly tipped at Forest Side. Clerk has requested 
quotations for this to be removed and will report to the district council. Clerk will look at the data protection 
implications of using the security camera.  

V Email received from resident: 
“I assume the Parish Council is aware that from the 30th August the frequency of Bus 35 is being reduced 
to 30 minutes and it is also being routed via Wolvercote . As such the regularity/ conformity to timetable 
will be even worse than in the past. Ever fewer people will use the 35 and those using it will often be the most 
disadvantaged, with no alternative.  
Again the real time displays at bus stops are generally useless with no one seemingly interested in providing 
useful accurate information. These displays appear to work well on the continent, in the UK they are useless. 
 The number 35 timetable is often disrupted by congestion in central Oxford, extending it to Wolvercote, is likely 
to make this even worse. Wait for a bus to Kennington in Abingdon road and many Abingdon buses will pass you 
before one arrives via Kennington. There is an easy solution, just let the 35 turn round at the Redbridge P&R bus 
stop, which is served by all fast Abingdon buses. Is this just too complicated? 
We're supposed to be encouraging people to use public transport yet all too often the message 
given is that if you use public transport you don't matter. I hope the Parish Council will be able to fight for decent 
public transport through Kennington and Radley. I'm luckily fit enough to be able to use a bike but many people 
are not.” 

W Email from resident regarding parking around the school: 
“It seems that since lockdown people have forgotten how to park. 
Today at 3.15 I went to pick my wife up from work in Abingdon. I followed a bus and several cars up to The 
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Avenue only to get stuck just after the church. The reason being people had parked in such a way that they left no 
room to pass so that cars could tuck in if something was coming the other way. 
Also cars were parked on both corners on double yellow lines on the entrance to Poplar Grove. This meant that 
cars trying to turn left were unable to as cars waiting to exit Poplar Grove were blocking them. 
This will be an on going problem unless some action is taken. 
Thank You” 

X Clerk would usually have started arranging the Remembrance Day parade by this time of year, however the 
current government guidance restricting gatherings to a maximum of 30 people means that it is unlikely that it 
will be able to go ahead as usual.  

Y Emails received regarding ant-social driving along the A34 and Bagley Wood Rd. District Councillor Lugova and 
MP Layla Moran are aware of the issue and asked for it to be raised with the parish council.  

 

Continuing issues 

Z Representatives from parish council met with MP Layla Moran and parents in relation to the Matthew Arnold 
school bus and the ongoing issues with Kennington and Botley Medical Centre. Email received from parents 
following the meeting:  
“Please pass on our thanks to the Parish Council and particularly those members who attended the meeting and 
demonstrated such a clear grasp of the issues and willingness to help find a solution. It is wonderful to find such 
unanimous support from our council. 
We had a very constructive meeting with OBC and work is now underway quickly and efficiently to set up the Go 
fund me site by next week so that parents can start to apply for passes and we have a fighting chance of 
establishing the interim replacement service by the start of term.” 

AA Clerk has been in regular contact with the solicitors in relation to the lease for Forest Side playing fields, as 
negotiations are still ongoing.  

AB Clerk investigated prices for a cargo trailer for the Village Warden and one has been purchased with the 
agreement of the Village Warden, Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  

AC Clerk has asked Scorpion signs for a price for the signs similar to those at Bagley Wood, but they needed more 
information about the size of the wood. Clerk has measured and is waiting for a quotation.  

AD Cllr. Baggott advised that the Church Wardens have investigated the hedge at the cemetery and this will be 
trimmed back as soon as possible.  

 


