
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the online meeting held on  
9 July 2020 at 7:30pm  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder 

Cllr. Ms. Jempson Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Mrs. New Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles Cllr. Russell Cllr. Smith

        

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk), District Councillor Diana Lugova and 3 members of the public 

 

95.20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None 

 

96.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – Working party of residents had submitted a report for the 

parish council on the possible wilding of grass verges in Kennington, and representatives were present to 

answer any questions. 

 

97.20 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

98.20 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 11 June 2020 as a true record. 

 

99.20 REPORT OF THE CLERK  

A Phone call from resident who is dissatisfied with the postal service at the moment, as post is taking several 

weeks to arrive, despite being posted first class.  

B Resident advised that there is broken glass in the play area at Forest Side. This was cleared away before 

the play areas were re-opened. 

C Email from resident to advise that the light on the eastern side of the war memorial is not working 

properly. Clerk asked for clarification about what the problem is, and it appears that the bulb may have 

gone. Clerk will arrange for electrician to replace it.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for light bulb in war memorial light to be replaced 

  

D Clerk has arranged for the bin collection at Forest Side to resume fortnightly collections, as it is regularly 

overflowing and there is nowhere for the bins at the playing fields to be emptied. As the football club has 

requested that the pavilions are re-opened as soon as possible, the clerk will arrange for fortnightly 

collections to resume at Playfield Rd.  

E Email received from a Flood Risk and Drainage Engineer at the district council in relation to a property at 

Forest Side, which regularly has issues with the garage flooding, and it is believed that this is due to run off 

from the car park at Forest Side playing field. Cllrs. Feather, Charlett and clerk met with drainage 

engineers from VOWH District Council and agent for landowners. Drainage engineers have drawn up 

specifications for the recommended works, which have been submitted to three contractors to provide 

quotations. The first one has been received, at a cost of £10,800 + VAT. Clerk has checked the Forest Side 

lease, and the parish council is responsible for maintaining and improving the drainage. Clerk has 

investigated the possibility of grant funding, but has not found any so far. The district council is not 

charging the parish council for the drawings. 

F Request from the ‘Flowerpot Gang’ at St Swithun’s Church: 

“A wildlife hedge was planted in the church gardens, on our side of the Cow Lane fence. More light needs 

to get to it, in order for the hedging plants to grow. We wondered if we may be allowed to trim back a 

hazel tree on the other side of the fence, in order to achieve this? 
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Background information: the hedging plants are: Field maple, blackthorn, dog rose, spindle tree, white 

hawthorn. These give a good colour impact to keep humans happy, as well as providing nesting, flowers, 

and berries, to encourage birds and butterflies.”  

100.20 It was agreed that the parish council has no objections to the ‘Flowerpot Gang’ trimming the hazel tree on 

Cow Lane. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform the ‘Flowerpot Gang’ that they may trim the hazel tree on Cow Lane 

  

G Email received regarding the change in the bus service to Matthew Arnold School, which is increasing in 

price from £380 to £700, as it is being withdrawn as a public service. This also means that residents who 

used the bus to get to Botley will no longer be able to do so. Cllr. Johnston advised that Oxfordshire 

County Council only fund statutory school transport. The start and finish times at Matthew Arnold School 

will be staggered for different year groups for the foreseeable future, due to the coronavirus, so a private 

bus service is unlikely to be viable at the moment.  

101.20 It was resolved that Cllr. Powles will get involved with this, with the parish council’s support. 

 

H Resident advised that the light by 15 Rowles Close has gone out, but the number for OCC Highways is not 

currently working. Clerk has reported this on Fix My Street. 

I Phone call from resident to complain that he had tried to book a blood test appointment at the health 

centre, and was on hold for half an hour saying he was first in the queue before he gave up trying to get 

through. He was also concerned that the phone message does not mention Kennington any more. There 

have been reports that this has been happening to other patients too, and the health centre have been 

told that GP practices do not need to respond to complaints at the moment, due to the coronavirus, but it 

is unclear when this arrangement will come to an end.  

102.20 It was agreed that the parish council will write a letter to the GP saying that we have received complaints 

from patients.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Botley Medical Centre to raise complaints from patients in relation to waiting times 

on the phone system, which does not always seem to work 

  

J The government has announced that outdoor play areas and adult gyms are able to open from 4th July, 

providing it is safe to do so. Clerk has conducted risk assessments and taken advice from OALC, SLCC and 

other clerks and has made recommendations. Clerk has ordered A3 signs giving the maximum capacity of 

each play area and the new rules such as asking users to clean their hands before and after using the 

equipment.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for signs to be installed at play areas and adult gym 

  

K Email received from Cllr Ms Jempson: 

“I have received a report from a parishioner which, directly relates to the St Swithuns Cemetery, Sandford 

Lane. The issue refers to the cemetery’s entrance area, in particular the hedge row located on the left hand 

side (looking from the lane). It has overgrown and is affecting visitor access on that side of the pavement. 

Do we know who exactly is responsible for the general maintenance of this hedge rows in question?” 

103.20 It was resolved that this hedge (on the left hand side as you enter the cemetery) is the responsibility of St 

Swithun’s Church, so Cllr. Baggott will arrange for someone to have a look at this and report back. 

L Email received from resident of The Paddock: 
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“I am contacting you to see if you would consider reviewing the maintenance on the land at the side of our 

property, which I believe has not been coppiced since the houses were built. This has meant that the 

plot/area has become very overgrown, and the trees near the house obtrusive, especially in the spring and 

summer when the new growth appears and the branches hang over into the garden and tend to hold out 

the light. Occasionally the hanging branches are cut back (not very hard) and the area is not maintained. 

There is also a tree at the bottom of the garden, between our next door neighbours and us, which is 

leaning to one side and could possibly do with being looked at.  Our neighbours at number 12 appear to 

have the land near the side of their part of their property cleared on a regular basis, but again not 

coppiced.  

 I do feel that this area would benefit from better maintenance of the grounds and make an attractive 

wildflower field and encourage more wild life.   

 I understand that nothing can be reviewed or considered at the moment, but would ask if you would put 

this matter on your schedule for discussion in the future.” 

 The tree and asset survey was due in May, but has been postponed due to the lockdown. Cllrs. Charlett 

and Gelder will undertake this as soon as possible and report any issues to the clerk. The trees were 

planted as woodland when the houses were built, in order to shield the houses from the memorial field. It 

was suggested that the land could be gifted to OPT to become part of the memorial field, and the parish 

council would remove the fence. The clerk advised that OPT have been approached about this before, and 

will find out what their response was. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Look up OPT response to the parish council’s suggestion to grant them the land at The 

Paddock to see if this could be revisited. 

 ACTION FOR CLLRS CHARLETT & GELDER – Undertake tree and asset survey and report back to clerk 

   

M Email received from Cllr. Johnston regarding St Swithun’s School: 

“I would like to update you on a bid I had to make yesterday, with which I hope you will approve.  It had to 

be made yesterday and there was no time to consult.  This is to bid for a pot of government money which 

has to be spent in the next eight weeks!  In my view, crazy, but there you go. 

The bid was as follows:- 

1.  To make Grundy Crescent a formal one way road, accessed from the Southern end.  I understand that 

informally this is what the school already asks.  It should stop the chaos that people thwarting this informal 

arrangement cause. 

2.  To remove the redundant double yellow lines at the top end of Poplar Grove.  These are not enforced 

anyway. 

3.  To have double yellow lines either side of the pedestrian crossing outside the school.  With civil 

enforcement on the horizon these can be enforced and stop the current parking mayhem. 

I hope this all meets with approval.” 

N Email received from Government Digital Service to advise that there is a potential security issue with the 

website, as the “domain is not registry locked”. Clerk received a further email, and has replied to request 

advice on how to solve the problem. 

 

Continuing issues  

O Plumber has been arranged to replace the gate valves on the shower mixers at Playfield Rd pavilion, as 

well as install a stop tap at the war memorial and fix the problem with the urinals at Forest Side pavilion. 

This was supposed to take place this week, so the clerk will remind the plumber.  
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P Cllr. Charlett and Clerk met with Planning Officer and Land Officer from Oxford Preservation Trust, as well 

as architect to discuss pavilion project. OPT has requested that the new pavilion is built further away from 

the boundary with the memorial field, and to look at ways of screening and to reduce the impact of the 

pavilion on the view from the memorial field as you come up the hill. OPT have sent some formal 

comments, which also asks whether the lobby area and main hall could be swapped, so that the view into 

the playing field from the memorial field is maintained as you walk up the hill. Architect has drafted some 

proposals for moving the building, which would reduce the number of car parking spaces to 22. He has 

proposed that their suggestion to change the design needs further discussion with them. Clerk asked 

architect to ensure that security at the rear of the pavilion is addressed in the planning application. 

104.20 It was agreed that the council has noted OPT’s comments but the council will submit the planning 

application as it has been agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Powles and 

agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit planning application for rebuild of Playfield Rd pavilion 

 

Q Clerk has compiled a list of proposed areas for weed spraying  - these are Otters Reach, the pavement on 

Kennington Rd opposite the Co-op, gutters along Upper Road, war memorial, Playfield Rd, Forest Side, 

Poplar Grove, Links Road and Liddiard Close. The quotation for weed spraying these areas is £190 + VAT.   

105.20 It was agreed that the council will arrange for these areas to be weed sprayed. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for areas of Kennington to be weed sprayed.  

 

R Clerk contacted Kier Highways to advise that the ‘green lane’ should be used for access to the footbridge 

into Bagley Wood. Kier Highways investigated and found that this track is very overgrown, and would be 

likely to cause significant damage if a vehicle were to try to use the track. They asked the council to 

reconsider its position. Clerk put Kier Highways and agent for St John’s College in touch with each other, as 

St John’s College would need to provide permission for access across their land whichever way the 

vehicles were to go. A majority of the council agreed that Kier Highways could access the footbridge via 

Forest Side, provided that they rectify any damage. Clerk posted on Kennington Connected to warn 

neighbours that the work will be taking place. 

S Clerk and Chair of PPG wrote a joint article for the Kennington Chronicle encouraging residents to express 

their concerns about the future of Kennington Health Centre. 

T Clerk has obtained prices for changing the soap at the pavilions to child-friendly hand wash. Clerk has also 

ordered hand towels and dispensers for pavilions. 

106.20 It was resolved that the council would purchase skin-friendly hand wash and wall-mounted dispensers for 

the toilets in the pavilions. This was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and 

agreed all in favour. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase skin-friendly hand wash and soap dispensers for pavilion toilets  

 

U Village Warden started on 1st July and litter picking cart purchased from Radley Parish Council. Clerk has 

arranged necessary equipment (PPE) and keys for the job. The Village Warden will be storing the 

equipment in the paint room at Playfield Rd pavilion. A request has been made for a cargo trailer for his 

bike, so he can use this to perform his duties rather than using his car to get around the village. He will be 

undertaking litter picking on side streets while Calber work out their notice period. 
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107.20 It was agreed that the clerk will obtain quotations for suitable cargo trailers and make a decision in 

consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. 

Gelder and agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain three quotations for bike cargo trailers and purchase one, with the agreement of the 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Village Warden to join a future parish council meeting so he can be introduced to 

everyone 

 

108.20 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   

Grant Requests  

None 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

None 

 

Correspondence for information  

A Letter of thanks received from Oxfordshire Association for the Blind for the grant last month 

B OALC – June newsletter and details of training events – circulated to councillors 

 

109.20 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 June 2020  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £76,039.45 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,413.41 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £85,000.00 

Total £245,952.86 

 
Income to be received in July 

 
 
 
 
 

Direct debits to be paid in July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   Power to Act 
 

SSE Gas 
Refund for pavilion gas up to 1 May 2020 

£381.64 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Rd pavilion (£189.92), Forest 
Side pavilion (£35.75) and War Memorial (£34.63) Q1 

£260.30 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

War Memorials Act 
1923 

DD EDF Energy 
Gas for pavilion 01/05/20 – 20/06/20 

£13.55 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD BT Payments Services 
Parish phone line 01/07/20 – 30/09/20 

£155.57 Section 111 
LGA 1972 
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Accounts to be paid in July 
Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

047 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for June less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,129.93 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

048 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for July less tax                       

£87.44 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

049 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£199.38 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

050 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for June 

£367.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

051 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting for July and cricket square 
grass cutting for May, June and July 

£110.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

052 Mr C Charlett 
Chairman’s quarterly allowance – Q2 

£145.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

053 S H Lewis 
Bus shelter cleaning in June 

£180.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

054 Mr C Charlett 
Hose, spray and connector for war memorial water 

£47.50 War Memorials Act 
1923 

055 Mrs R L Brown 
Zoom Pro account for May/June 

£14.39 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

056 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Chairing and Facilitation Skills training for Cllrs. Charlett, 
Feather and Cobb 

£126.00 General Power of 
Competence 

057 Radley Parish Council 
Litter cart for Village Warden 

£150.00 Highways Act 1980 

058 Marie Curie 
Grant awarded at June meeting – minute no’s 69.20 & 
70.20 

£25.00 General Power of 
Competence 

059 Helen and Douglas House 
Grant awarded at June meeting – minute no’s 71.20 & 
72.20 

£250.00 General Power of 
Competence 

060 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd in June 
Village litter collection for June  

£434.02 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

061 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Grass cutting at playing fields, cemetery and verges in 
June 

£1,038.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

062 MC Accountancy Ltd 
Internal audit fee 2019/20 

£360.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

063 Grundon Waste Management Ltd 
Wheelie bins for June 

£62.32 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

064 Mr C Charlett 

Padlocks and bolts for securing Forest Side pavilion 

hatch 

£29.16 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

065 Busy Baskets 

Planting of summer flowers baskets  

£540.00 General Power of 

Competence 
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Total to be transferred in July: £5,536.52 

110.20 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 
(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   

111.20 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Powles and voted unanimously. 

 

112.20 ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS FOR 2019/20 AND INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT 

113.20 Internal Audit 

 Malcolm Clamp has audited the 2019/20 accounts. Clerk spoke to Mr Clamp to discuss the Matters Arising 

report. Mr Clamp queried whether the PWLB loan could be paid off early, as the interest rate is high and 

the council has adequate funds to pay the balance. The clerk confirmed that this had been investigated in 

the past, but there were heavy penalties for paying it off early and so there would be no financial gain in 

doing so.  

114.20 The accounting statements for 2019/20 (Section 2 of the AGAR) were agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. 
Cobb seconded by Cllr. Powles and agreed unanimously. 

 
115.20 External Audit 
 The clerk will publish the Annual Governance and Accountability Report and the notice of public rights as 

soon as possible. The accounts will be submitted to the external auditor before the deadline on 30th 
August 2020.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Publish the Notice of Public Rights before 1st September 2020 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit accounts to external auditor before 30th August 2020 

 

116.20 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 2 June 2020 and the draft minutes from the meeting 

held on 23 June 2020 were noted. 

 

117.20 WILDING OF GRASS VERGES IN KENNINGTON 

118.20 It was agreed that the council will trial the wilding of the grass verges in the pilot area on the west side of 

The Avenue as set out in the proposal, following a consultation with the residents of the homes which face 

on to the proposed ‘wild’ areas. A letter of explanation will be sent out from the parish council to the 

homes near the areas that are going to be ‘wilded’. This will be a year’s trial, with a six-monthly review, 

starting in January 2021. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed with 

13 votes for and one abstention. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Amend proposed grass cutting contract before going to tender 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send a letter to neighbouring households of the proposed ‘wilded’ areas.  

 

119.20 POWER TO ACT BY CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN AND CLERK DURING JULY AND AUGUST 

120.20 It was resolved that the Clerk would have authority (in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman) 

to deal with regular monthly payments during August. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by 

Cllr. Russell and voted unanimously. 

 

 

066 Euroffice Ltd 

Blue roll & hand towels and dispensers for pavilion 

toilets 

£240.49 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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121.20 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

122.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) – The PPG met just before the last parish 

council meeting and has not met since. There have been conversations with the CCG and Healthwatch 

since then. Julia Dandridge, Director of Primary Care Services in Oxfordshire at the CCG has assured that 

Kennington Health Centre will reopen, however there are still concerns that, as it is a branch of Botley, it 

would be easier to close. Healthwatch have also been in touch with Julia Dandridge and had those 

reassurances as well. They are looking for another Covid testing place, but as yet have not found 

anywhere. Several emails and phone calls have been received from people who are very unhappy with the 

health centre and the communication there.  

123.20 Cllr. Baggott – St Swithun’s Church – St Swithun’s Church is now open for private prayer on Wednesdays 

and Sundays, and there will be a trial service next Wednesday with the intention of opening soon after 

that. 

124.20 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Management Committee – The osteopath has recommenced in there this 

week and the sewing class is going to start again in August. We have had numerous meetings and getting 

advice from ACRE which seems to change by the day but does not tell you much. We have done all the risk 

assessments and put notices up, but we have not had any of the village organisations asking to come back 

yet, which was expected. It would be best to start getting people and organisations in one at a time. We 

are waiting to hear when the library will re-open, as we have had no information, and is the only thing 

causing a problem at the moment. We are aware of what we have to do, and are taking it a week at a 

time. The Village Hall Secretary has contacted the Low Carbon Hub about possible solar panels and heard 

back from them, but it has all been taken over by the current situation. They are suggesting that they 

could do another survey. 

 

125.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

126.20 Cllr. Bakewell – Does the Village Warden water the flowers at the war memorial? It looks great and the 

plants look fantastic. This is primarily down to Rosey and good luck to her with the work she has done.  

127.20 Cllr. Powles – The houses at The Lawns are being advertised as being in Kennington and they are not. By 

them using this wording, it is false advertising, as the whole of the site is in Radley parish.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – It was agreed that the clerk will write a strongly worded letter to Redrow to complain about 

this and copy in the advertising standards, as it is misrepresentation. 

 

128.20 Cllr. Smith – The state of the grass at the war memorial looks into as it is very patchy and is getting worse 

over the years. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Green Thumb for a quotation to repair the war memorial lawn 

 

129.20 Cllr. Baggott – There are a number of old floral tributes over the Tandem bridge, which have been there 

since May. It is understood that Sustrans would be the responsible for clearing these. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Sustrans to clear the floral tributes from near the railway bridge by The Tandem 

 

130.20 Cllr. Ms. Jempson – has reported the overgrown weeds at 3 Sandford Lane on Fix My Street and there is a 

lamppost near Sugworth Lane which is always switched on. The gulleys down Sandford Lane are blocked 

with compacted debris. Cllr. Ms. Jempson will take some photographs and send to the clerk to be reported 

to Oxfordshire County Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report blocked gulleys on Sandford Lane to Oxfordshire County Council 
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131.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – When is the Slow Down sign going to appear on St Swithun’s Road, as this was 

paid for quite a while ago? The clerk advised that the moveable ‘smiley SID’ was delayed due to the 

lockdown, but arrived today. The growth at the back of Playfield Rd is so high it is overwhelming the 

benches at the far side – this was supposed to be cut back by the grass cutters and kept clear. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact BGG to ask them to keep the area at the far side of Playfield Rd cut back, as agreed 

 

132.20 Cllr. Cobb – The flower baskets look really good and asked if the parish council could write to thank the 

company who produced these. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Busy Baskets to thank them as the parish council is very pleased 

 

133.20 Cllr. Feather – Has the gulley on Bagley Wood Road been cleaned out yet? The clerk advised that it has 

been added to their schedule, but it has not yet been done. It is believed that the outlet for this gulley is 

blocked, so sucking out the debris occasionally is not effective. The situation with the gulleys needs to be 

monitored.   

 
134.20 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston 
 “The main matter to report is the rather poor performance of the County in bidding for a tranche of 

money from the government to enhance walking and cycling.  I put in a bid (which was not taken up) to 
enhance access to the SUSTRANS track from the Radley end.  Those putting the bid together did not 
consult the County wide system of cycle champions and mostly listed matters such as maintenance, 
repairs and grass cutting. In short the bid was not compliant with the clear DFT template.  All concerned 
hope that the County make a better job of the phase two bid for some three million pounds. 
I can also report that the subject of unitary Councils is very much back on the table.  An important 
announcement is expected on the subject "in the autumn".  The smart money is on a unitary Oxfordshire.  
In other words all 6 current Councils would be abolished and a brand new Oxfordshire unitary council 
created.  If they follow the Buckinghamshire example then all the current sitting Councillors on the existing 
Councils would form the shadow authority with elections to the new Council next May.  Again if precedent 
elsewhere is followed the present Division boundaries would be kept but those with one Councillor at 
present would elect two and so forth.”   

 
135.20 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Cllrs. Lugova and Johnston 
 “UK Government is switching its focus to control the Covid-19 outbreak at a local level rather than 

nationally.  The county council – through its Public Health team – is leading this work, and we’re on the 
local Health Protection Board that is facilitating the work. 
Vale Community Hub is still working. From 6 July, the government’s advice for residents who are shielding 
is being relaxed.   Vale Community Hub was initially set up to help provide vital support to shielded 
residents (along with others who weren’t shielded but needed support anyway) and will continue to work 
as there will still be lots of people who need support for some time to come.  
Community Hub remains available by calling 01235 422600 or emailing 
communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk. Lines are open 9am to 6pm Monday to Saturday. Government 
support, such as food packages, will remain in place until end of July. 
Play areas in the Vale of White Horse managed by the district council will begin to re-open from Monday 6 
July. Vale of White Horse District Council will carry out a phased re-opening – this means play areas will 
only re-open once safety checks have been carried out and officers are happy they are safe for people to 
use. The first play area to re-open will be at Abbey Meadow in Abingdon, followed by others across the 
town.  The council will then check play areas in Wantage and Faringdon later in the week.” 
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136.20 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 None  
 
Meeting closed at 9:08 pm. 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


