
Grant request for School Bus support 
 

 
Dear Kennington Parish Council,  
 
We would like to request a grant from the council to help fund the 35a Bus service to Matthew 
Arnold School which from September 2020 will run as a closed-door private bus service for children 
who have paid for a bus pass.  
 
Background:  
 
As the Parish Council are aware in 2013 the provision of free school travel for children travelling 
from Kennington to Matthew Arnold School was removed by Oxfordshire County Council following a 
review of which schools constituted the closest school for Kennington. This led to a new 
arrangement being reached with Oxford Bus Company and the County Council which meant that 
public bus services to the school would remain in place – with the buses used on these services re-
deployed by OBC during the day time and therefore helping to keep the service viable. During 2019-
20 the service ran without any subsidy from the County Council as it provided extra buses that could 
be utilised on other routes during the day. Due to changes in usage of bus services during 
Coronavirus and following lockdown Oxford Bus Company has decided that it can no long run the 
service as a public service but was willing to provide a private bus service, at cost price, to take 
children to Matthew Arnold. This option would result in parents having to pay for yearly bus pass at 

£700 per child and so Helen and Louise sought to get quotations from other companies. The quotes 
received ranged from £700 to £1100 per child, but without the pupil premium and 
second/subsequent child discounts we’ve negotiated with OBC, or the 365-day cityzone pass 
inclusion, which will help to reduce congestion outside school hours. 
 
The local MP and District Councillor have given their support and Bob Johnston has kindly offered to 
support the fund through his funds. We have approached Oxfordshire County Council but so far have 
not been able to access grants as the buses will be private and not accessible to the public However, 
the County Council has engaged with Helen and Louise and they have agreed to purchase the seats 
they require for entitled children on this service, an arrangement which is cost-neutral to OCC, but 
aids the Kennington scheme by increasing passenger numbers. But a shortfall in funding remains. 
At present we have secured two buses for the 35a private service, the second bus has not been filled 
and so we may need to subsidise this bus to ensure that around 20 families in Kennington can 

continue to send their children to school . 
 
Working in consultation with the Oxford Bus Company we have set up a Go Fund Me page which 
shows the level of the funding we have currently reached. It can be viewed by following this link: to 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/kennington-to-matthew-arnold-school-bus .  
 
Request:  
 
We are seeking support from the Parish Council to reach a minimum level of funds in order that two 
buses can run in 2020/2021. Significant discounts have been secured to help parents/carers of 
students where:  

 The student qualifies for the Pupil Premium Grant (Free School Meals, is in Care or from a 
Service Family).  

 There is more than one child attending Matthew Arnold from the same household.  
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/kennington-to-matthew-arnold-school-bus


The cost of supporting each subsidised place is £100-£300. The families who are eligible for these 
discounts are households with low incomes (below £16,190 per year) for whom finding the extra £30 
per child monthly increase in transport costs is extremely damaging to household budgets and 
would force some families to choose between sending their child to school or paying for essentials 
like food and rent/mortgage. Many families on low incomes are keyworkers like NHS staff and retail 
workers who have continued to do their bit, like so many others throughout the crisis, and the Parish 
Council’s grant would ensure that as many families as possible can access the service and continue 
their essential work.  
 
The demand for places is high – the first bus sold out within 17 minutes of the website being live and 
there are roughly 20 families who had expressed an interest for a second bus. We need to use some 
of the funds raised to subsidise the provision of a second bus – as the service is being run at cost 
price without any profit for Oxford Bus Company they aren’t able to run a second bus that isn’t full. 
This will again be key to helping at least 20 families in Kennington who otherwise would find 
themselves and their children marginalised and facing challenging barriers to accessing education.  
 
We would welcome any funding that the council feels it is able to provide but the more funding we 
receive the more families in Kennington we can help. Whilst we recognise that all budgets are 
limited we would like to request a grant of £4000 to help support the bus service as outlined above. 
The unique situation regarding the bus service this year is as a direct result of declining bus use 
across Oxford due to Covid-19 and this leading Oxford Bus Company to have to re-assess its services 
across Oxfordshire. We are hopeful that when normality returns we can go back to the previous 
arrangements which as previously stated had been run by Oxford Bus Company without subsidy in 

the academic year 2019-2020 at a cost of £381/year/child.  
 
We are aware that all requests should include previous accounts showing the financial history of the 
group but unfortunately due to the nature of our ‘group’ we don’t have accounts or records as we 
are responding to a need that has arisen since the Covid-19 outbreak. We would be happy to discuss 
with the council ways to show how any grant awarded is distributed as a provision of the funding 
being awarded.  
 
We thank the Parish council for their consideration of this application,  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Lou Summers and Helen Forey 


