
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the online meeting held on  
10 September 2020 at 7:30pm  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder 

   Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Patterson  Cllr. Powles Cllr. Russell Cllr. Smith   

     

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk), District Councillor Diana Lugova and 3 members of the public 

 

137.20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Ms. Jempson and Cllr. Mrs. New 

 

138.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

139.20 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – Cllr. Patterson declared an interest in item P 

on the clerk’s report, as he is a joint owner of 56 Otters Reach.  

 

140.20 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 9 July 2020 as a true record.  

 

141.20 REPORT OF THE CLERK  

A Email from resident regarding the Best Kept Garden competition: 

“Last week was to have been the front garden competition for Kennington as announced earlier in the 
year. It seems a pity it was cancelled, and only in the July Kennington Chronicle. For many it gives an added 
motivation to gardening and for the village, an increase in lovely glimpses of our many gardens. Despite 
the lockdown, it seems gardeners have kept going and judging could have taken place safely. 
For next year can I request two things: 
an earlier choice of week for the judging, as mid July comes quite late in the patterns of flowering; also 

some published information about the criteria you follow for the judging. This will help all to meet the 

criteria fairly and clearly.” 

142.20 It was agreed that the clerk will add this to the agenda for discussion in the new year.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add to the agenda for the January 2021 meeting. 

  

B Facebook message regarding littering at Playfield Rd playing field: 

“Hello, there is a lot of litter in the children's playground at Playfield Road and also around the basketball 

hoop. It is mainly sweet wrappers and plastic bottles so most probably teenagers.  

Please can you put up more signs in these areas to remind people to put their rubbish in the bin! Also 

maybe post a reminder on Kennington connected. In particular parents need to remind their kids about 

littering - it is total laziness as there are bins nearby. Perhaps a bin is needed right next to the basketball 

hoop as teenagers apparently can't walk across the field to a bin.  

Thank you!” 

143.20 It was resolved that the council will monitor the situation with litter at the playing fields, and the clerk will 

add more of the Keep Britain Tidy flyers to the website, Chronicle and Facebook. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Village Warden to monitor litter at the playing fields 

 ACTION FOR CLERK – Add Keep Britain Tidy flyers to website, Chronicle and Facebook 

  

C Phone call from resident regarding the twin fly at the adult gym area, asking if it will be reinstated. Clerk 

explained the council’s reasons for removing the chains following the last inspection. 
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D Email from resident asking if a speed survey could be undertaken on Upper Road. Clerk advised that a 

speed indicator device (SID) with speed monitoring software has been purchased and will be installed in 

the next few weeks. The clerk apologised for the delay in the SID being installed.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for SID to be installed as soon as possible 

  

E Email from resident requesting that the hedges at the cemetery are cut, as they are very overgrown. Clerk 

advised that Cllr. Baggott will be raising the issue with the church and reporting back at the September 

meeting. Cllr. Baggott has advised that the Church Wardens have investigated and will arrange for the 

hedge to be trimmed back as soon as possible.  

F Resident of 2 Forest Side asked who is responsible for maintaining the hedge which runs along the 

footpath next to the property, as it is outside the property boundary. It regularly overgrows and blocks the 

footpath. Clerk checked and this has already been reported on Fix My Street.  

G Two of the stones on top of the dry stone wall by the adult gym have come off and had been placed in the 

rubbish bin. These have now been re-set. 

H One of the toilet seats in the ladies’ toilet in Playfield Rd pavilion is broken. The Village Warden has 

offered to replace this. 

I Query received regarding the horse chestnut trees at 2A Upper Road, which have been felled and were 

the subject of a Tree Preservation Order. Clerk could find no record of works requested to these trees on 

the Vale website, so contacted the Planning Enforcement Team, who confirmed that permission had been 

granted and shared a copy of the decision notice. Clerk advised that there was no record of this on their 

website, and this ICT issue has now been resolved. Cllr. Patterson queried why parish councils are no 

longer consulted in relation to work to TPO trees, as this used to happen in the past. Clerk passed the 

query on to District Councillor Bob Johnston, Chairman of the Planning Committee.  

144.20 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to write to OALC and Vale of White Horse District Council to 

reiterate the important role of town and parish councils in these decisions and ask that parish councils are 

notified of all TPO applications and requests for permission for felling trees so that the parish council can 

monitor and ensure compliance with the conditions of consent. This was seconded by Cllr. Johnston and 

agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to district council and OALC as above in relation to Tree Preservation Orders 

  

J Email from Waste Team, inviting the parish council to take part in the Keep Britain Tidy Great British 

September Clean on the weekend of 19/20 September or 26/27 September. Litter picking equipment will 

be available on a first come, first served basis over these weekends. Clerk emailed councillors to gauge 

interest. 

K Emails from the clerk are still showing winmail attachments, despite the clerk following the advice from 

Fast Hosts to resolve this. The clerk will continue to try to rectify this issue and will upload all documents 

on to the Councillors’ Area of the website.  

L Email received from Lynne Bromley: 

“I wonder if you could help me. My name is Lynne Bromley and I help run Kennington ( Oxford) Band. As I 

am sure you know my father, Ron Sudworth, was the conductor of the band since its founding,  in Sept. 

1973, until he passed away in 2010. My mother has now, sadly, passed away. We are now thinking what 

sort of tribute we could possibly make for them. I was wondering what the position would be if we wanted 

to put a bench, or similar, in Kennington. ( stating their connection to the band)  Thank you for your 

consideration.”   
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145.20 It was agreed unanimously that the parish council is very keen to pursue this idea, and it was suggested 

that the bench could be placed at Forest Side near the pavilion.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Lynne Bromley to discuss the idea in more detail. 

  

M Village Warden has reported that the Grundon wheelie bins are very dirty, and queried whose 

responsibility it is to clean these. Clerk to investigate. 

N Resident of Playfield Rd queried whether the parish council can do anything about the inconsiderate 

parking on the corner of The Avenue and Playfield Rd, as a family member recently had a car accident 

because of this.  

146.20 It was resolved that the council will write to the Police Commissioner and Deputy Police Commissioner 

about the issue, as parking is still enforced by the police, although the police have advised that there is not 

the manpower to do this, but there has now been an accident. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Police Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner about parking on the corner of 

Playfield Rd and The Avenue. 

  

O Following the cancellation of the Best Kept Garden competition this year, it was suggested that the parish 

council could organise a ‘Best Christmas Decorations’ competition with funny categories.  

147.20 It was agreed that the council will note the suggestion, but will not hold an event of this nature, as it 

would result in being about who had the most money to spend.  

Cllr. Patterson left the meeting. 

P Email from resident regarding some of the trees on Cow Lane: 

“Could I please ask if this is something the Parish Council are able to look at?  I have spoken with Network 

Rail who have said that they are not responsible for the trees and can't help me. 

The trees down Cow Lane, which overhang the fence out the back of 54 (and neighbouring properties) 

Otters Reach garages are massively overgrown and have damaged the fence, knocking part of it down and 

leaning against other parts of it, which is weakening it.  The fence protects access to the garages from 

people going down Cow Lane and now that the fence is down there is a security issue. 

I'm really hoping this is something you will be able to look into and help me with please? 

Hope to hear from you soon.” 

148.20 It was resolved that the council will request quotations for undertaking the necessary work to the trees on 

Cow Lane. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request quotations for the work to the trees down Cow Lane 

  

Q Phone call from resident of Liddiard Close, who had been unable to contact Oxfordshire County Council 

Highways regarding the poor condition of the pavement, which had resulted in a neighbour falling and 

fracturing their hip. Clerk reported on Fix My Street, and this is being investigated. Cllr. Johnston advised 

that repairs are due to be carried out. 

R Clerk attended a Zoom meeting with MP Layla Moran and other volunteer co-ordinators in Oxfordshire to 

discuss the challenges in maintaining the current level of support for residents who have been reliant on 

these services, particularly people who have been shielding and those who have used the food banks. 

Layla extended her thanks to all the volunteers who have helped their neighbours through this difficult 

time, and has asked to be informed if there is someone who deserves special thanks. The main concerns 

were around the decreased time for volunteers when people return to work and how to support people 

who have been asked to self-isolate due to Test and Trace.  
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S Resident reported that there are often vans or cars parked on Kenville Road, close to the junction with 

Kennington Road. The vehicles are left there for days at a time. This makes it difficult for people to safely 

cross the road at this junction, so it was queried whether a single yellow line could be painted along this 

stretch of road. 

149.20 It was resolved that the council will take no action. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. 

Patterson and agreed unanimously. 

T It was reported that Calber staff have still been picking litter outside the village hall, but this should have 

finished by now. Clerk queried with Calber who advised that this contract has ended and litter picking is no 

longer being carried out by them.  

U Large piles of garden waste and building waste have been fly tipped at Forest Side. Clerk has arranged for 

this to be removed and reported to the district council. Clerk will look at the data protection implications 

of using the security camera.  

150.20 It was resolved that the council will publicise how much it has cost the parish council to remove the fly 

tipped waste from Forest Side. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Look into data protection implications of using security camera at Forest Side 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Publicise cost of removing fly tipped waste from Forest Side 

  

V Email received from resident: 

“I assume the Parish Council is aware that from the 30th August the frequency of Bus 35 is being reduced 

to 30 minutes and it is also being routed via Wolvercote . As such the regularity/ conformity to timetable 

will be even worse than in the past. Ever fewer people will use the 35 and those using it will often be the 

most disadvantaged, with no alternative.  

Again the real time displays at bus stops are generally useless with no one seemingly interested in 

providing useful accurate information. These displays appear to work well on the continent, in the UK they 

are useless. 

 The number 35 timetable is often disrupted by congestion in central Oxford, extending it to Wolvercote, is 

likely to make this even worse. Wait for a bus to Kennington in Abingdon road and many Abingdon buses 

will pass you before one arrives via Kennington. There is an easy solution, just let the 35 turn round at the 

Redbridge P&R bus stop, which is served by all fast Abingdon buses. Is this just too complicated? 

We're supposed to be encouraging people to use public transport yet all too often the message 

given is that if you use public transport you don't matter. I hope the Parish Council will be able to fight for 

decent public transport through Kennington and Radley. I'm luckily fit enough to be able to use a bike but 

many people are not.” 

151.20 It was agreed that the clerk will add the correct details about the bus timetable to the Chronicle and 

website, as well as ask the bus company if signs could be put up on the bus shelters and an the electronic 

signs. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add details of bus timetable to Chronicle and website 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Oxford Bus Company about adding the details to the bus shelters and electronic signs 

  

W Email from resident regarding parking around the school: 

“It seems that since lockdown people have forgotten how to park. 

Today at 3.15 I went to pick my wife up from work in Abingdon. I followed a bus and several cars up to The 

Avenue only to get stuck just after the church. The reason being people had parked in such a way that they 

left no room to pass so that cars could tuck in if something was coming the other way. 
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Also cars were parked on both corners on double yellow lines on the entrance to Poplar Grove. This meant 

that cars trying to turn left were unable to as cars waiting to exit Poplar Grove were blocking them. 

This will be an on going problem unless some action is taken. 

Thank You” 

X Clerk would usually have started arranging the Remembrance Day parade by this time of year, however 

the current government guidance restricting gatherings to a maximum of 30 people means that it is 

unlikely that it will be able to go ahead as usual. The clerk has been trying to organise a meeting to discuss 

with the usual attendees. 

152.20 It was resolved that the council will organise a service with the Chairman and five other attendees, which 

can be broadcast on Zoom so residents can join from home. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange socially distanced Remembrance Day service and for this to be shared on Zoom 

  

Y Emails received regarding ant-social driving along the A34 and Bagley Wood Rd. District Councillor Lugova 

and MP Layla Moran are aware of the issue and asked for it to be raised with the parish council.  

153.20 It was agreed that this will be added to the agenda for the October meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add anti-social driving on Bagley Wood Rd to the agenda for the October meeting 

  

Z Email received from resident: 

“I would like to have a talk with someone about changing unused areas in Kennington into wildflower 

areas for bees and other insects. Certain areas such as the grass patch in Grundy Crescent is frequently 

mowed but no one uses it. Why not make it an area for the community to come and see nature at work. To 

teach children the importance of pollinators. The perfect time to plant wildflowers are September to 

November. Please can I have a meeting with someone to go over certain areas of the village and come up 

with a plan. It would be wonderful for the village to get some colour back, and be known as a village that 

wants to make a change and make a difference. 

The reason why I'm writing is that I'm a beekeeper and know what impact habitat loss are having on the 

worlds pollinators. If you're not familiar please watch the two episodes of Jimmy's big bee rescue that has 

not long been aired. This is what I want to do for this village. I have lived in it for 35 years so I know what it 

used to look like. It's changed a lot over the years and not overly for the good. Let me help bring it back to 

life and get the community involved.” 

Clerk passed on details of Wild about Kennington. 

AA Additional email received regarding the school parking: 

“I did not report it to the School, It is illegal to park within ten metres of a junction and that these yellow 

lines should be reinstated. The cars were also parked on the pavement allowing no access to wheelchairs 

or pushchairs. Parking seems to be a problem throughout the Village particularly the Kennington Road and 

The Avenue (at school time). 

Once the new development is finished the problem will be compounded. These roads are already used as 

rat runs and I can see it spilling into Poplar Grove as people find other ways round this twice daily 

bottleneck.” 

AB Email query received: 

“I was wondering if there are any restrictions regarding swimming in the river around Kennington? I am 64 

and so full of common sense!” 

154.20 It was resolved that there are no restrictions, however it is not recommended to swim in the river due to 

safety and hygiene reasons.  
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AC Cllr. Feather and Clerk met with representatives from Wolvercote Cricket Club for a preliminary discussion 

around them hiring out the field and pavilion at Playfield Rd during the summer months. 

155.20 It was agreed that the clerk will circulate the proposal to the council and add to the agenda for the Playing 

Fields Committee meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Circulate proposal from Wolvercote Cricket Club and add to agenda for Playing Fields 

Committee meeting 

  

AD Resident reported that a white van has been blocking his driveway for over 45 minutes so he cannot get 

his car out of the driveway. Clerk advised that this needs to be reported to the police on 101. Resident 

called back later to advise that there is a note in the vehicle saying that it has broken down. 

 

Continuing issues  

AE Representatives from parish council met with MP Layla Moran and parents in relation to the Matthew 

Arnold school bus and the ongoing issues with Kennington and Botley Medical Centre. Email received from 

parents following the meeting:  

“Please pass on our thanks to the Parish Council and particularly those members who attended the 

meeting and demonstrated such a clear grasp of the issues and willingness to help find a solution. It is 

wonderful to find such unanimous support from our council. 

We had a very constructive meeting with OBC and work is now underway quickly and efficiently to set up 

the Go fund me site by next week so that parents can start to apply for passes and we have a fighting 

chance of establishing the interim replacement service by the start of term.” 

AF Clerk has been in regular contact with the solicitors in relation to the lease for Forest Side playing fields, as 

negotiations are still ongoing. 

AG Clerk investigated prices for a cargo trailer for the Village Warden and one has been purchased with the 

agreement of the Village Warden, Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 

AH Clerk has asked Scorpion signs for a price for the signs similar to those at Bagley Wood, but they needed 

more information about the size of the wood. Clerk has measured and is waiting for a quotation. 

 

156.20 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   

Grant Requests  

A Request for grant received towards subsidising a second school bus to Matthew Arnold.  

157.20 It was agreed that the council would approve a grant towards subsidising a second school bus to Matthew 

Arnold. This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed by 9 votes for, 1 against 

and 1 abstention. 

158.20 A proposal was made by Cllr. Cobb to grant £3000, which was seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham. An 

amended proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson which was seconded by Cllr. Smith to grant the sum of 

£2000. A vote was taken and carried by 6 to 4 with one abstention. The amended proposal then became 

the substantive motion which was proposed by Cllr. Patterson and seconded by Cllr. Smith, and put again 

to Council and was carried by 8 votes for and 3 abstentions.  
 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

B Zephyr – email asking if the parish council would like an annual flagpole maintenance service 

159.20 It was agreed that the council would not like an annual flagpole maintenance service. 
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Correspondence for information  

C CPRE – Respect, Protect, Enjoy – the Countryside Code – added to website and Facebook 

D Vale of White Horse District Council Update  12 August 2020 – forwarded to councillors 

E University of Oxford – update on the next academic year and community safety – forwarded to councillors 

F Vale of White Horse District Council Update 3 September 2020 – forwarded to councillors 

 

160.20 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 July 2020  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £72,794.57 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,413.41 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £85,000.00 

Total £242,707.98 

 
Direct debits paid in August 

 
Accounts paid in August 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Gas for pavilion 21/06/20 – 20/07/20 

£7.68 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

067 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for July less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,172.68 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

068 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for July less tax                       

£87.64* LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

069 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for July less tax 

£345.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 
Highways Act 1980 

070 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£315.61 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

071 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for July 

£367.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

072 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial and cricket square grass cutting for 
August  

£70.00 War Memorials Act 1923 

073 Mrs R L Brown 
Zoom Pro account for June/July (£14.39), hand wash for 
pavilions (£50.26), laptop replacement battery (£38.94), 
Wild Parishes webinars for Cllr. Buckingham (£20.00), 
PPE etc. for re-opening pavilions (£87.02) 

£210.61 Section 111 LGA 1972 
LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

General Power of 
Competence 

074 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd in July 
Village litter collection for July 

£542.52 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 
Highways Act 1980 

075 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Councillor Fundamentals Training – Cllr. Jempson 

£42.00 General Power of 
Competence 

076 TWM Traffic Control Systems Ltd 
Battery powered Li-ion moveable smiley Speed 
Indicator Device with data collection, battery charger 

£3,323.40 General Power of 
Competence 
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Total transferred in August: £15,242.79 
 
*Payment of £13.52 to be paid to M. Hutton due to overpayment of May’s wages not being returned to council (it was 
agreed with the Play Area Warden that the overpayment would be taken out of subsequent months’ wages). This is the 
final payment to the Play Area Warden, who has now ceased his employment with Kennington Parish Council. 
** BACS Payment of £1,038.00 to BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. (ref. 2020/061) did not go through, so was processed 
again with August payments. 
 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 28 August 2020 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £57,528.10 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,413.41 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £85,000.00 

Total £227,441.51 

 
Direct debits paid in August 

 
Income received in September 

 
 
 
 

 
Accounts paid in September 

and mounting clips 

077 CGS Stores Ltd 
5x liquid soap dispensers for pavilions 

£108.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

078 Stanhope Wilkinson Associates 
Architect fees for Playfield Rd pavilion project up to full 
planning application 

£5,100.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

079 Beauchamp & Butler Ltd 
Install isolation valves at Playfield Rd pavilion, install 
isolation valve at war memorial and replace cistermiser 
in gents at Forest Side pavilion 

£585.60 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 
War Memorials Act 1923 

080 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Grass cutting at playing fields, cemetery, verges and 
village maintenance in July 

£1,668.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 
Highways Act 1980 

081 Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd 
Databank backup storage service – annual subscription 

£216.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

082 Grundon Waste Management Ltd 
Wheelie bins for July 

£123.56 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Gas for pavilion 21/7/20 – 20/08/20 

£16.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

   

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Precept 2020/21 2nd half 

£48,054.50 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

083 Russell R Gooding 
Trimming boundary hedge and work to lime trees at 

£825.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 
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Accounts to be paid in September 

* Paid in advance of meeting so fly-tipped waste could be removed as soon as possible 

Playfield Rd 

084 Vale  of White Horse District Council 
Submission of planning application for rebuild of 
Playfield Rd pavilion 

£1,848.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

085 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for August and additional pay since 1 May 2020 
less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,244.58 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

086 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for August less tax 

£364.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 
Highways Act 1980 

087 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£349.23 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

088 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for August 

£408.33 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

089 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial and cricket square grass cutting for 
September 

£70.00 War Memorials Act 1923 

090 Amazon UK 
VidaXL bike cargo trailer for Village Warden’s use 

£71.99 General Power of 
Competence 

091 Savills (on behalf of St John’s College) 
Forest Side rent 29/09/20 – 24/12/20 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

092 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Grass cutting at playing fields, cemetery, verges and 
village maintenance in August 

£1,668.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 
Highways Act 1980 

093 Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd 
Alpha Software Annual Support and Maintenance 

£148.80 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

094 Bryans Lock Services Ltd. 
Repair damaged lock on door at Forest Side pavilion 

£90.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

095 S G Moncur 
Repair damaged stone wall at Playfield Rd playing field 

£68.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

096 Mrs R L Brown 
Zoom Pro account for June/July (£14.39), hand sanitiser 
bracket for pavilion (£4.99) and fly tipped waste 
removal from Forest Side (£209.99) 

£229.37 Section 111 LGA 1972 
LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

097 GreenThumb Ltd 

Nutragreen 3 Late Summer treatment at war memorial 

£58.50 War Memorials Act 1923 

098 RoSPA Play Safety Ltd 

Annual play area inspections 

£263.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

099 Micks Skips Ltd* 

Skip hire for removal of fly tipped waste at Forest Side 

£252.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

100 Grundon Waste Management Ltd 

Wheelie bins at playing fields in August 

£51.74 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

101 Hornbeck Ltd 

Way marker posts for Kennington Peace Mile 

£699.30 General Power of 

Competence 
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Total to be transferred in September: £5,175.30 

 

161.20 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 
(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   

162.20 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and voted unanimously. 

 

163.20 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 14 July and 4 August 2020 and the draft minutes from 

the meeting held on 1 September 2020 were noted. 

 

164.20 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

165.20 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Management Committee – The village hall is partially reopening and there are 

squares marked out for social distancing. The osteopath is now in but there is no news about when the 

library will be re-opening. We are starting to get booking enquiries and fitting in what we can. Peter Biggs 

is standing down as the Bookings Manager and Hall Secretary and the committee has interviewed for a 

replacement. The clerk requested permission to take on the additional role, in line with the contract of 

employment with the parish council. 

166.20 It was agreed that the council has no objection to the clerk taking on the role as Hall Manager and 

Booking Secretary for Kennington Village Hall.   

167.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) – “Botley and Kennington PPG have met quite 

a few times over the summer. We have brought up issues such as those with online appointments, which 

are not working currently - this is for a variety of reasons to do with Covid. We brought up the issue of 

them closing at lunch time which is difficult for people who are at work and only have a lunch break when 

they can make an appointment but they are adamant that they will not open at lunchtime to take 

telephone calls and if you have an emergency, you are passed on to an emergency number. We find that 

quite unsatisfactory. The doctors have now decided that they will only meet with the PPG four times per 

year and the Practice Manager will only meet with the PPG once every 3 months so in between times, they 

want the PPG to email them on a fortnightly basis and no more frequently if there are any issues that 

come up. We as a group are meeting monthly at the moment because of Covid and because there are lots 

of issues that have arisen that we haven’t had resolved. On a positive note, we are writing articles for 

journals. There is one on different pharmacies that have different services; there is one coming out on 

different ways to communicate with the practice and the most important thing, maybe, is that we have a 

meeting tomorrow with the PPG, parish council, MP Layla Moran and the Oxfordshire Clinical 

Commissioning Group to decide the fate of Kennington Health Centre. I am hoping very much that we will 

get a definitive answer tomorrow and hope that it is positive. If it is, I will ask if I can publish it anywhere 

and everywhere.” 

 

168.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

169.20 Cllr. Cobb has read about Fix My Street appointing specialist people to take on the work of identifying pot 

holes etc. (Super Users). Cllrs. Smith and Ms. Jempson are Super Users and their request goes straight to 

Skanska not via an officer so that there is a quicker response.  

170.20 Cllr. Gelder reported that he has received a request from the new Kennington wilding group as to the use 

of the old Kendall Copse funds. Unfortunately, they have not given any causes for which they need funds 

so I will have to ask them to explain what they need. In principle, he does think that the Kendall Copse 

funds could be well applied for these environmental aspects in Kennington but is reluctant to part with all 
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of it in one go without knowing what they want it for. Perhaps £100 could go forward if we get some 

explanation of what they need it for. As the funds were given to the parish council, it would be very 

negligent for the council to “dish it out” without knowing exactly what it is for.  

171.20 It was resolved that this will be added to the agenda for the October meeting.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add use of funds from Friends of Kendall Copse to agenda for October meeting 

  

172.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham has done the Wild Parishes course run by BBOWT (Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife 

Trust) about wilding verges, ponds etc. and will ask for the council to keep copies of all the recordings, as 

they were very useful. The one on wilding verges was very interesting and if we have all the recordings, 

people can dip in and out of them to see what to do. The clerk will also add the links to the videos on the 

village website.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Save copies of the BBOWT webinars and add links to the village website. 

  

173.20 Cllr. Feather queried whether the Forest Side drain had moved on. Clerk advised that she had contacted 

the resident a few weeks ago following the very wet weather but he had reported that his garage had not 

flooded. The clerk has also been chasing up Thames Water who have been difficult to get hold of – the last 

information received was that someone had come out to take another look and it had been put on the 

schedule to be cleared out.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up Thames Water about the clearing of Forest Side drains 

  

 Cllr. Feather also queried whether the parish council should look at alternatives for putting the lights on 

the Christmas tree. It was felt that there are enough parish councillors who are happy to do this at the 

moment, but can be looked at in the future, if necessary.  

174.20 Cllr. Patterson expressed his thanks to Rosey Hollinrake for the work at the war memorial, which looks 

great. This will be replanted in late September/early October with different plants.  

175.20 Cllr. Bakewell expressed a view that the fish and chip shop will significantly clog the road. It seems that 

most people who have used the chip shop so far have walked there or parked in the Village Hall car park.   

 

176.20 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston 
“The most important thing to report is that there has been progress on the Lodge Hill slips.  The 
Department for Transport has stopped messing the County about by demanding endless traffic modelling 
and the County and the Department are now very close to finalising the design.  There is hoped to be a 
public exhibition in the Autumn.  After that planning permission will be applied for.  Both the finance and 
the land are in place.  It is still hoped to have them open for 2022. At its most recent meeting the County 
Council appointed a new Monitoring Officer.  This is a statutory post to ensure that everything the Council 
does is completely lawful. At the same meeting there was an ill-tempered debate which resulted in cuts of 
£14.9 million worth of cuts being very narrowly agreed, by 32 to 30 votes.” 

 
177.20 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Cllrs. Lugova and Johnston 

“New emergency assistance grant available: There’s money available for voluntary and community groups 
who are helping people who are struggling to afford food and other essential provisions as a result of 
Covid-19. The money is available in the form of emergency assistance grants of up to £5,000. Vale has 
granted planning permission for the highly specialist facility that will house the UK’s Vaccines 
Manufacturing and Innovation Centre (VMIC).  VMIC, a not for profit organisation based at Harwell 
Campus, will provide the country’s first bespoke strategic vaccine development and manufacturing 
capability. In an unusual move, the district council allowed construction of the facility to begin whilst 
simultaneously processing the planning application because of the critical nature of the facility and the 
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role it will play in manufacturing vaccines for COVID-19 and beyond.  From 14 September, DC will be 
sending yellow reminder letters to around 18,700 households across South and Vale who failed to confirm 
their voter registration details over the summer. Phase two of the reopening of Vale leisure centres. 
Following assessments, they can begin the second phase of the reopening programme from Monday 14 
September. From Monday, more facilities will be available to customers and where relevant, schools will 
also be able to use the facilities once again.” 

 
178.20 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 Possible wilding of areas in playing fields; ‘Wild about Kennington’ use of funds from Kendall Copse  
 
179.20 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
180.20 It was resolved that the parish council will investigate installing a bench in recognition of Norm Robins’ 

service to Kennington Cricket Club. This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed 
unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add bench in recognition of Norm Robins’ service to agenda for October meeting 

  

181.20 It was noted that the salary for the Clerk and Village Warden had increased, as agreed at the Finance 

meeting in December, but the new pay scales have just been published. The appropriate back pay has 

been added to this month’s payments.  

 
Meeting closed at 9:09 pm. 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


