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New issues during month 

A Email from resident of Links Road, regarding the lime trees in Playfield Rd. Clerk explained that the work to these 
trees as recommended by the tree surgeon had taken place at the end of August.  

B Email from Leisure Team at Vale of White Horse District Council: 
“I am writing to you as you have previously had an active table tennis group in the village running as part of the 
Go Active Gold programme, with the community coming together to play weekly table tennis. The Leisure team 
are keen to support our communities in developing appropriate facilities for the future, and with COVID restricting 
indoor sports sessions to a maximum of 6 people currently and potentially restrict indoor sport for a while, the 
Leisure team are supporting parishes to get funding to install some outdoor table tennis tables across Vale of 
White Horse District.   
Table Tennis England have a programme called ‘Ping’ aimed at increasing the number of free table tennis tables 
all over England.  The aim is to increase awareness of table tennis within the community, making it visible, 
accessible and irresistible for the community to access.  
The Leisure team are keen to work with parishes that are able to host table tennis tables in accessible places such 
as a recreation ground or park.  This will enable residents to easily access them, and stay active safely during the 
winter period and beyond.  
 The Leisure team will support the parishes with obtaining funding for the table and installation.  The tables 
themselves cost about £500 plus a further few hundred to cement them into place.   
Once the funding is successfully sought the Leisure team would transfer the funding to the parishes for the 
facilities to be purchased and cited, ensuring they are concreted around the legs (to ensure the tables are not 
stolen).  It is also suggested to have a suitable surface for players to stand on (as grass has a lot of wear and tear 
and gets muddy, other areas with tables have stated hard standing surface or bark may be more suitable).   
Players would be required to bring their own table tennis bats and balls to use the facilities, but in COVID free 
times sets could be available to hire.   
Please can the parish consider whether it would be feasible to have a table tennis table located in the village?  
This includes do you have any Neighbourhood plans or surveys that confirm if a table would be wanted in the 
village?  Do the parish have any funds available that can be put towards a table e.g. CIL.  Would the parish be 
able to support any maintenance e.g. replacing bark under the table or maintaining the grass area?  
If you can please let me know if this is something you would be interested in, I would be very grateful.” 

C Email from resident regarding fly tipping: 
“There is another toilet dumped on the verge in Bagley Wood Road.  I have reported it.” 
Clerk thanked the resident for reporting this.  

D Vale of White Horse District Council requested collection points for this year’s Christmas trees – requested car 
parks at both playing fields, as in previous years. 

E Notification on Facebook received that a tree had come down and was blocking Cow Lane. Clerk and Chairman 
agreed to accept BGG’s quotation to remove this as soon as possible, as it was blocking the lane and could have 
caused a hazard. Clerk was informed that the fallen tree was from the vicarage, so the Oxford Diocese has agreed 
to pay the invoice.  

F Resident queried if the SID was working on Upper Rd. Clerk explained that it is only set off at a certain speed and 
most vehicles do not appear to be going this fast on Upper Road, so the clerk will adjust the parameters.  

G Following advice from the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association, the children’s play areas can remain open 
during this lockdown, but adult gyms must be closed. Clerk arranged for signs to be added to adult gym 
equipment at Playfield Rd. Unfortunately, someone removed one of these signs and added it onto the gate to 
the children’s play area.  

H Email received with an idea for Christmas: 
“…asking parishioners to decorate their front windows or gardens to represent a Christmas Carol or well known 
Christmas song. Families can then walk around the village to see them. They are asking those taking part to let 
the PC know what their windows represent and a list is put on the website for people to print off. So it’s a bit like 
a scarecrow trail but a Christmas themed one.” 

I Tree Officer has submitted a holding objection to the pavilion project until a tree survey and arboricultural report 
are submitted. Clerk has contacted three local companies to request a quotation for this.  
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Continuing issues 

J Land owner of copse adjacent to Sandford Lane has investigated the damaged tree and will ask the tree surgeon 
to attend to this as soon as possible. He also asked for the resident to be reminded that the land is private 
property and should not be entered. 

K Clerk chased up Thames Water again regarding the drains at Forest Side and was informed that these have been 
jet washed and the problem is now resolved.  

L Clerk has sent a draft specification for the wilding of the grass verges to BGG and is awaiting information on the 
different prices. Clerk liaised between ‘Wild about Kennington’ group and the insurance company to ensure that 
the volunteers would be covered by the parish council insurance when planting the wild flower plugplants.  

M 45m3 of play bark was delivered between Playfield Rd and Forest Side play areas, and a number of volunteers 
came out to help move it. Clerk added photos onto the website and Facebook.  

N Clerk has spoken with the insurance company about building a sandbox at The Links play area. The council would 
be covered provided that the work was signed off by a RPII inspector before use – please see separate report.  

O Clerk contacted clerk to Littlemore Parish Council regarding the ‘Voke’ graffiti but has not yet received a reply. 

P Clerk spoke with clerk to Radley Parish Council regarding the internal checks – they no longer have paper systems 
so all invoices are scanned into a shared drive for councillors to access.  

 


