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New issues during month 

A Email received from the Oxfordshire Census Team requesting information about Kennington in relation to the 
2021 census, which will be ‘digital first’. Clerk completed survey on behalf of the council, in order to help people 
without access to the internet or the skills to complete the census online.  

B Email received from resident of Strode Court in relation to a vehicle parked in the visitor space: 
“I have been in touch with Vale of White Horse, email below, and also as they suggested Sovereign regarding a 
car that has been dumped in one of our visitor slots. Please see further detail below. 
I thought it best to check whether it has been stolen and left here as the excise duty I am informed has just been 
obtained and valid till next January. 
It has a lot of carry bags that look like rubbish, and, cardboard in the front passenger seat, so it is very odd that it 
has just been left there.” 

C Email received to advise that some snowdrops have been planted close to the trunks of two of the trees at the 
war memorial.  

D Email received to advise that the bench on the corner of Manor Grove is in a state of disrepair and the dog bag 
dispenser on Sandford Lane is empty. Clerk asked the Village Warden to refill the dog bag dispenser.  

E Cllr. Ms. Jempson forwarded on complaints from Sandford Lane residents in relation to some scrub clearance 
which had taken place in the copse near the Sandford Lane junction. Chairman responded that this land is in 
Radley, so the email has been forwarded to the clerk to Radley Parish Council.  

F Email received from Kennington resident: 
“I’m writing following the parish council update in the Kennington Chronicle this month to express my 
disappointment that the council has asked to be excluded from the upcoming e-scooter trial in Oxford.  
Since many car journeys are short, and often involve a single person, e-scooters offer the chance to reduce our 
reliance on fossil fuels and our climate impact. Furthermore, there are many journeys that we and our neighbours 
make within the village by car that could be taken just as quickly using a scooter with lower emissions, whilst 
causing less traffic congestion. 
Please will the parish council review its short-sighted decision to ask to be excluded from this valuable 
experiment?” 
Clerk explained that, unfortunately, the council is unable to review its decisions until six months has passed, but 
that the email would be passed on.  

G Email from resident regarding Kennington boundary walks: 
“In 1986, which was the 50th Anniversary of Kennington as a Civil Parish, the Council organised a Boundary 
Walk/Beating the Bounds. Some 130 adults plus children and dogs on lead took part.  
A number of folk expressed their enjoyment, and the idea of an annual walk round much of the boundary on New 
Year's Day was born. Since New Years Day 1986, and has taken place every year since. Numbers have been as 
high as 57 and on one occasion the weather was so bad, I did it on my own to maintain the tradition!  We have 
probably averaged circa 25 walkers 
Unfortunately, today's walk had to be cancelled due to the Covid Tier 4 conditions. However, as my usual daily 
walk,  I would do it on my own - again to maintain the tradition! 
As I was enjoying my walk, I had the idea of moving today's walk to the late August Bank Holiday. Coincidentally, 
this year is the 85th Anniversary of Kenningtron becoming a Civil Parish, so before I do anything, I thought I would 
ask if the Parish Council had any plans for this anniversary? If not, I will go ahead (Covid permitting, of course) 
and action my idea, with a trailer in January's Chronicle” 

H Notice received from district council that The Tandem will be removed from the Asset of Community Value list 
on 08/03/2021 as it will be five years since it was registered.  

 

Continuing issues 

I Clerk wrote to residents in relation to the Matthew Arnold school bus to remind them of the deadline for the 
County Councillor’s Priority Fund and to ask for a copy of the criteria to decide who received a rebate on the 
cost of the bus. Response received: 
“thank you for passing on the comments from the council. 
the grant money has not yet been redistributed as I wanted to make the other application before we discuss 
rebate criteria. On this, thank you for the reminder from Bob Johnston. I am aware that the application needs to 
be sent in and approved by him and that the deadline is fast approaching. 
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I was hoping to have this all sewn up weeks ago and while I can only speak for myself, the two of us have both 
had some fairly major issues in our lives and work over the past few months which, have left precious little time 
for voluntary community work. 
If you are speaking to the council before the next meeting, please reassure them that it will be taken care of and 
they’ll have the information they’ve asked for before then. 
The good news is that the grant was absolutely material in running the second bus and feedback from the 
community is without exception positive.” 

J Clerk has purchased three sets of defibrillator pads as agreed at the December meeting, to take advantage of 
the discounted price.  

K Query was sent to Oxfordshire County Council in relation to the timescales for LED street lighting in Kennington 
and the clerk was informed that 
“It is proposed to replace/convert a number of columns and lantern in Kennington in the financial year 2022/23. 
However, you will be contacted prior to this date and given more detail’s as this is live ongoing program which 
may alter slightly.” (sic) 

L The quotation from BGG for removing the clearing the overgrown vegetation on Cow Lane and the problematic 
trees near the garages has been accepted.  

M Clerk requested further information on the 20’s Plenty for Oxfordshire proposal and is awaiting a response. 
Information in the OALC December newsletter stated that: 
“It appears that the 20’s Plenty campaign to limit traffic speeds in built up areas has been swift and successful. 
Oxfordshire County Council at their meeting on 8th December unanimously supported a motion submitted by Cllr 
Pete Sudbury  supporting the  premise that 20mph is the optimum speed limit in built up areas; decision here 
https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/documents/g5919/Decisions%20Tuesday%2008-Dec-
2020%2010.00%20County%20Council.pdf?T=2  
The second part of the decision is set out here: 
2. Parish, Town, City Councils will by default be supported in reducing speed limits in existing streets or areas on 
the basis of their local knowledge and the wishes of their residents, whilst taking note of national guidance. 
Where funding from any source is available, they will subsequently be supported to put in place necessary speed-
calming measures to bring maximum and average speeds down to acceptable levels. 
County Councillor Jeanette Matelot at the OALC Executive Committee meeting on Monday 14th December, 
where this campaign was discussed and supported, suggested that if parish councils are interested in moving this 
forward and implementing it in their community they inform the County Council and they speak to their County 
Councillor to tap into their Priority Councillor Grant.” 

N Precept request form has been emailed to the district council and an acknowledgement has been received.  

O Clerk contacted Leisure Team at the district council in relation to the table tennis table for Forest Side. Response 
received:  
“Here is some more information on the tables and fixings.  I have spoken to Table Tennis England and they are 
happy to support part funding towards the permanent tables looking to install around February/March time.  So 
therefore we have more flexibility on what we can do which is great!  They also have some funding to help get 
kits and train activators to encourage use of the tables.  
I am happy to chat via teams to someone in the New Year if that would be useful?  (I live in Berkshire and we 
have just gone into Tier 3 so I am unable to commit to coming in person at the moment!)” 

                                                                                 


