
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the online meeting held on  
11 February 2021 at 7:30pm  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Feather 

   Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Mrs. New  Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles  

                Cllr. Russell  Cllr. Smith  

 

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk) and 2 members of the public 

 

343.20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – District Councillor Diana Lugova 

 

344.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – A proposal was made for solar powered motion-activated 

lights to be installed in the alleyways and footpaths in Kennington, which can be very dark.  

345.20 It was agreed that the member of the public will send further information to the clerk, for this to be added 

to the agenda for a future meeting. 

One member of the public left the meeting.  

 

346.20 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – None 

 

347.20 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 14 January 2021 as a true record.  

 

348.20 REPORT OF THE CLERK  

New issues  
A Email received from resident regarding dog waste and litter: 

“Would it be an idea to move the dog waste bin from the end of the footpath in Sandford Lane to the end 

of the cycle track?  There are several abandoned bags of dog waste littering that area and it might 

encourage some of the owners to act more responsibly. 

Also the lack of a rubbish bin in that area is an issue.  Not everyone is going up or down Sandford Lane and 

passing a bin.  Some people are just running, cycling or walking from Oxford to that point and back. 

Could the Parish Council consider the wider problem of litter around the village - playing fields, Bagley 

Wood Road, cycle track etc.  Does St John’s have any views on the litter in the wood, particularly left by dog 

walkers?” 

349.20 It was resolved that the dog bin on Sandford Lane could be moved to the end of the Sustrans track, as 

long as Biffa is happy with this. The council will also ask the school whether the children in the village 

could help make some posters, to encourage people not to drop litter. The clerk will also include 

something in the Kennington Chronicle and on Facebook, encouraging people to report issues to the 

district council and reminding people that they could be fined. The clerk will also put up some stickers on 

the dog bins. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Biffa to ask if there would be any objection to the dog bin being moved to the end of 

the Sustrans track. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask St Swithun’s School whether the children could be involved in creating litter posters for 

the village. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write an article for the Chronicle and Facebook asking people to report issues to the district 

council, including details of possible fines. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put dog waste stickers on the bins. 
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B Facebook message received from resident: 

“…my husband has just come back from forest side with my son and who ever painted the pitch has 

emptied the left over paint all over the path by the pavilion. My sons shoes and coat are covered in paint 

which I am hoping washes out. Thought I’d make you aware.” (sic) 

Clerk asked the football club representative to raise this issue and ask for waste paint to be disposed of 

more carefully.  

C Facebook message received from resident: 

“There are fliers coming through the doors in Kennington advertising a mobile barber to come into your 

homr which is totally illegal at this time. Thought you should be aware.” (sic) 

D An anonymous package containing two books was received, addressed to the Planning Committee. Clerk 

informed the members of the council.  

E Email received from Project Sponsor for the A34 Lodge Hill interchange scheme. Clerk requested a virtual 

meeting in advance of the public exhibition. A meeting has been arranged for Thursday 18th February.  

F Email received from resident: 

“I am a new resident of Kennington (moved to the village in November) and am looking to make a football 

flag for my local football club I support (Oxford City) that will include the Kennington Parish crest.  

I was just wondering if you had a high resolution copy of the village crest which I could use on a flag - I 

cannot seem to locate this image on the internet.” 

Following consultation with the Chairman, Clerk sent copy of Kennington crest by email.  

G Request to address the council in relation to an idea to install eco lighting in dark public paths/alleys to 

make them safer to walk especially in this slippery winter weather. Clerk suggested raising this as part of 

the public participation item on the agenda.  

H Village Warden has reported that there has been a dramatic increase in rubbish at the Village Hall play 

area since the fish & chip shop opened. He is emptying the bins 2-3 times a week at present.  

This waste (and that collected from the central section of the village is being deposited in the Grundon bin 

at the Village Centre. 

350.20 It was agreed that the clerk will ask the Village Hall Treasurer how much it would cost to contribute to the 

cost of emptying the bin and add this to the agenda for the next meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Village Hall Treasurer for a suggested amount that the parish council could 

contribute to the cost of emptying the Grundon bin outside the Village Hall.  

 

I Freedom of Information request received 

“Can you please advise if you have any byelaws relating to the use off UAVs from your land, and if so can 

you please elder provide a copy or the link to their location on a website. 

If you do not have any byelaws, do you have any other policies relating to the use of UAVs on your land? 

Can you finally advise if these have been reviewed in relation to CAP722C 

(https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=9891) published by the 

Civil Aviation Authority in December 2020.” 

Clerk clarified that UAV is an unmanned aerial vehicle (drone) and advised that there are no byelaws, but 

the parish council resolved that drones were not permitted on parish council land. However, they could be 

flown over Kennington Memorial Field.  

J Email received: 

“The road sign advising of the height restriction situated on the corner of Sandford Lane has been 

damaged by a high vehicle. Could this be reported to Highways ASAP please as the two spars sticking out 

are liable to cause damage to another high vehicle.” 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 11 February 2021  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 89 
 

Clerk reported on Fix My Street and Oxfordshire County Council Highways have ordered a new sign.  

K Invitation to Working Together for Wildlife - Webinar for local Parish Councils and Communities – this will 

be held at the same time as the parish council meeting, so clerk requested copies of the recorded webinar 

and slides. 

L Email received from resident of Woodcroft: 

“I an concerned the water course at the rear of Woodcroft, Edith Court and Bagley close is not maintained 

by St Johns Collage, aster the rain on Saturday the water course was running coursing water to com 

through the back into my property,  at …, water was threternig to enter other properties on Woodcroft. 

The water course  is blocked at the rear of Edith court be waste throughn over the fence, water was going 

into a number of properties on Bagley close. The culvert at the boundary of Bagley close and Collie wood 

was parciley blocked with the risk of flooding the path in the wood. The would also caused problem at the 

Perkins and the culvert that runs from the wood to Kennington road. 

I have asked the Collage to clear the water course at the rear of Woodcroft and Edith court. With they have 

not done, saying it is only a boundary feature.   

I have comprehensive photos of water running of the land into the water course I a number of location. 

As the riparian land owner they have a duties to prevent water going into other property and maintain 

water course. 

The water course at the rear of Woodcroft and Edith Court was excavated in the 1970s to prevent water 

going into properties. 

With on going more heavy rain occurrences this is a growing concern.  

The collage have piped under the access at Bagley close to the wood and under the path.  

 I thick this should be forwarded to the  Vale of the White Horse District Councils land drainage officer to 

attended peruse.” (sic) 

351.20 It was resolved that the parish council would support the residents in pursuing this issue with St John’s 

College as well as copying in Vale of White Horse District Council, as they have responsibility for drainage. 

It was agreed that the council will also ask Said Business School to clear the ditch at the front of Egrove 

Park, which is full of silt and caused flooding in the road recently. This letter should also be sent to 

Oxfordshire County Council Highways. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to St John’s College and Vale of White Horse District Council regarding the flooding at 

the back of Woodcroft and Edith Court  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Said Business School and Oxfordshire County Council in relation to the ditch at the 

front of Egrove Park.  

 

M The Annual Parish Meeting is provisionally booked for Wed 21st April and is usually organised by the 

parish council. It did not take place last year due to the lockdown.  

352.20 It was agreed that this will be added to the agenda for the March meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add Annual Parish Meeting to the agenda for the March meeting.  

 

N The legislation allowing virtual meetings is due to end on 7th May. NALC are lobbying for the government 

to allow virtual meetings to be permitted after this date, but the council has been advised to plan for 

meeting in person from May onwards, which must be Covid-secure.  

O The flags at the war memorial and village hall are looking quite worn. Clerk will send off the union jack to 

be repaired. It was queried whether the PC could consider purchasing a new flag for the Village Hall, which 

is irreparable. 

353.20 It was resolved that the clerk will obtain a quotation for a new flag and report back to the council. 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain quotations for one or two new village flags and add to the agenda for March. 

 

P BT recently wrote to the council to advise that the prices would be increasing from April 2021, which gave 

30 days to cancel the contract without paying a cancellation charge. The clerk investigated the possibility 

of switching to a virtual landline and, with the agreement of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, has agreed 

a contract with a new provider which will save the council £379 per year. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request refund from BT, as invoices are paid quarterly in advance. 

 

Continuing issues 

Q Confirmation letter received from district council in relation to the funding for the table tennis table at 

Forest Side, which stated that, if the land is not owned by the parish council, it must have consent from 

the landowner for over 20 years for the table. Clerk queried whether there is any flexibility with this, and it 

was confirmed that ten years will be acceptable. Clerk has contacted Savills (on behalf of St John’s College) 

to check that they have no objections and Ben from BGG has arranged to clear the brambles etc. away 

from that area of the field free of charge. The clerk and chairman have checked the area of hardstanding, 

which appears to be in good condition but will need some moss clearing from it. Table Tennis England are 

hoping for the tables to be installed in March/April, although this timescale was announced before the 

national lockdown. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up Savills re. permission from St John’s College, if no response 

 

R Update on Fix My Street reports in relation to the footpath between Poplar Grove and Sandford Lane: 

“This report is not the responsibility of Oxfordshire County Council and will be passed to the relevant 

organisation.” Clerk contacted Oxfordshire County Council to ask whose responsibility it is, and was 

advised that it is Thames Water, as the fence borders their pumping station. The OCC Officer made the 

fence as safe as possible while he was investigating.  

S BGG has apologised that the work did not take place on Cow Lane as planned, but this is now booked in 

for 19th February. Clerk has informed the resident. 

T Clerk has been liaising with Oxfordshire County Council and SSE about the possibility of installing a CCTV 

camera on a post at Forest Side, but it seems very difficult to get an approximate cost for this supply.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Continue to chase up information and bring to the March council meeting. 

 

U Clerk and Chairman have met with two potential contractors who could undertake maintenance on the 

BMX Track at Forest Side. One quotation has been received, and the other is expected next week. The plan 

would be to book the work in during the spring, when the ground is harder. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Bring quotations to the March meeting. 

 

354.20 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   

Grant Requests  

A Wild About Kennington – request for donation of £100 towards swift nest boxes 

355.20 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council would approve a grant to Wild About Kennington. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Smith seconded by Cllr. Mrs. New and agreed by the majority. 

356.20 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £100 seconded by Cllr. Johnston and voted for 

by the majority. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Wild About Kennington of the council’s decision. 
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B Kennington Community Partnership – request for grant of £300 towards printing of the “History of St 

Swithun’s School”  

357.20 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council would ask for more information about the booklets before 

making a decision. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request further information from Kennington Community Partnership  

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

C Campaign to Protect Rural England – invitation to renew membership at a cost of £36.00 

358.20 It was agreed by the majority that the council would renew its membership with CPRE.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrangement payment of membership fee to CPRE 

 

Correspondence for information 

D Invitation to Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust webinar – forwarded to councillors 

E Letter of thanks received from Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice for the recent donation from the 

parish council 

F Invitation to CPRE AGM – forwarded to councillors 

G Vale of White Horse District Council – Climate Action Update Jan 2021 – forwarded to councillors 

H Road closure – Simpsons Way on 19 April 2021 – forwarded to councillors and added to website and 

Facebook 

I Road closure – Kennington Road, Radley on 16-17 April 2021 – forwarded to councillors and added to 

website and Facebook 

J EXPERIMENTAL TRO – Headington & Marston Area (Oxford) - Experimental Traffic Management (E-scooter 

Trial) – forwarded to councillors 

 

359.20 A query was raised about the grant funding for the Matthew Arnold School bus, as there has been no 

information forthcoming about how this money has been spent.  

360.20 It was agreed that the clerk will ask for information on how the money has been distributed to report back 

at the March meeting. The clerk will also draft a more robust grants policy ready for the May meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request information on how the grant funding for the Matthew Arnold School bus has been 

spent. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Draft more robust grants policy and bring to May meeting. 

 

361.20 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 January 2021  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £76,359.62 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £85,000.00 

Total £246,795.81 

 
Income received in January 

 
 
 

    

Interest NS&I 
Savings account interest rec’d 1/1/20 – 31/12/20 

£522.78 
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Direct debits to be paid in February 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in February 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total to be transferred in February: £4,972.50. 
 
362.20 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
363.20 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted unanimously. 

 

364.20 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 

 The draft Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes of 20 January 2021 were noted. 

 

 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Estimated gas bill for pavilion Dec/Jan 

£16.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

155 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for January less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,174.52 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

156 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for January less tax 

£355.13 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

157 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£297.58 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

158 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for January 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

159 Mr C Charlett 
Chairman’s allowance – Q4 

£145.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972  

160 Churches Fire Security Ltd. 
Fire extinguisher service for pavilions 

£82.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

161 Mrs R L Brown 
Zoom Pro account for Jan/Feb (£14.39) & Buzz Network 
Virtual Landline for Feb (£7.96) 

£22.35 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

162 Sylva Consultancy 
Arborocultural reports for Playfield Rd pavilion project 

£960.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

163 JRB Enterprise Ltd. 
20 boxes of dog gloves and new dispenser 

£367.20 General Power of 
Competence 

164 Hahn Plastics Ltd. 
Thar Sandbox for The Links play area 

£799.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

165 GreenThumb Ltd. 
Nutragreen lawn treatment for war memorial 

£58.50 War Memorials Act 
1923 

166 Society of Local Council Clerks 
Annual membership fee 2021/22 

£185.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

167 Grundon Waste Management Ltd. 
Wheelie bins for playing fields in January 

£71.18 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

168 Amazon Payments UK Ltd. 
2x black printer ink cartridges 

£76.64 Section 111 LGA 
1972 
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365.20 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING POINTS IN KENNINGTON 

 The clerk presented a brief report about possible options for electric charging points in Kennington. 

366.20 It was agreed that the clerk will ask Greene King whether there are any plans to install charging points in 

The Tandem car park; find out what other parishes are doing and invite the Oxfordshire County Council 

Electric Vehicle Team to a council meeting in six months’ time. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston 

seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate further information about EV charging points and add to the agenda for the 

September meeting. Invite the EV Team to this meeting.  

 

367.20 BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION 

368.20 It was resolved that Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and the clerk will liaise and report back at the March meeting. 

 

369.20 SUMMER FLOWER BASKETS 

370.20 It was agreed that the council will accept the quotation from Purely Plants of £490 + VAT (excluding 

delivery) for the same / similar flower baskets as last year. This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by 

Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Accept quotation from Purely Plants for summer flower baskets.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a time for the planters to be dropped off at Purely Plants.  

 

371.20 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

372.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) – There will be another vaccine clinic on 

Saturday and the PPG would like to express its thanks to all the helpers and volunteers. A PPG meeting 

took place on Tuesday, which included a very good talk on the Power of Attorney. On 9th March, MP Layla 

Moran will be attending the PPG meeting. The PPG has been very active recently, organising the 

volunteers and drivers. Please call the health centre if you are should have received a vaccine but have not 

yet heard from the practice. The PPG has asked if there is a way that callers can bypass the initial recorded 

information when phoning the practice, and the health centre has been very receptive to this idea. 

 

373.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

374.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham has been investigating other farmer’s markets and found that the Botley one is not 

organised by the parish council. Botley, Abingdon and Wolvercote markets have been contacted, but so 

far there has been no response. It was queried whether part of the car park closest to the health centre 

could be used if the market were to be held on a Sunday. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham will keep investigating.  

375.20 Cllr. Feather reported that the road sign at the end of Kennington Road is still absent and it was queried 

why the district council has not yet replaced this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up district council to find out why the Kennington Road sign has not been replaced. 

 

376.20 Cllr. Ms. Jempson asked when the garden waste collection will be restarting. This has been temporarily 

suspended but is due to restart next week. There are also some lampposts on The Avenue which keep 

going out. It is likely that this is due to some work being done on the corner of Simpsons Way. 

 

377.20 Cllr. Baggott reported that there are multiple potholes on the A34 between Hinksey Hill and Abingdon, 

which have been reported on Fix My Street. This is a Highways England issue, rather than the 

responsibility of Oxfordshire County Council.  
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378.20 Cllr. Cobb queried whether there is someone in parliament responsible for potholes. The issue with A34 

could be raised with them via our MP.  

379.20 Cllr. Charlett asked if the ‘sold’ signs can be removed from outside 115 Kennington Road, as all the 

properties appear to have been sold, but the signs have been there for some time.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Chancellors to arrange for the ‘sold’ signs to be removed. 

 

380.20 Cllr. Feather mentioned that the manhole cover on the northbound carriageway of Kennington Road has 

come loose again. It was tarmacked over but has become free and rattles when vehicles drive over it.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report the manhole cover on Kennington Rd on Fix My Street 

 

381.20 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston 
“After a long and acrimonious debate the County approved a rise in the Council Tax of 2.99%, less than the 
4.99% it could have raised.  The Council Tax will rise by £45 per annum for a Band D property. I was one of 
a minority of Councillors who voted against this. We did so because we are concerned about the funding 
for Adult Social Services. A rise of another 2% in the Council Tax would have provided a further £8 million 
pounds to fund the Social Services. Previously a number of us had met with representatives of the Care 
Homes in the County. They told us that a potential new agreement now on the table and to operate from 
the 1st of April was unacceptable.  This was because it represented a cut of some 6% in the price paid by 
the County for places in their homes.  The present level of funding was already unsustainable.  The 
providers were likely to refuse to accept County placements unless terms were significantly improved.  It 
also meant that recruitment of staff could not be improved as retail food shops now pay £10 per hour as 
opposed to care staff on £9.31 per hour.  We fear for the future of Adult Social Services.  The Parish Council 
should have received an invitation to a briefing on Lodge Hill, a feature of the new proposals is traffic 
calming for Bagley Wood Road.” 

 
 
382.20 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Cllrs. Lugova and Johnston 

“COVID-19 rates across Oxfordshire are starting to plateau but are still at a high level and are double the 
rate in the first lockdown. The latest weekly Covid-19 rate is 118.4 in the Vale. Vaccinations in Oxfordshire 
latest - capacity is increasing at the community vaccination centre at the Kassam Stadium in Oxford. 
Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust will soon be able to offer 1,000 – 1,600 vaccinations per day at the 
centre.  Vale’s Cabinet approved  a further Council Tax Relief for up to up to £255 to each eligible Council 
Tax account for the financial year 2020-21. Vale DC Cllrs  voted unanimously for Twenty is Plenty motion to 
reduce speed limit to 20MPH in residential areas across the district.” 

 
383.20 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 Solar lighting for alleyways; contribution towards bin outside village hall; Annual Parish Meeting; 

quotation for village flag; CCTV for playing fields; BMX track maintenance; updated grants policy; EV 
charging points. 

 
Cllr. Charlett moved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting in order to 
prevent disclosure to them of information in relation to the Forest Side playing field lease.  

The remaining member of public left the meeting.  
 
384.20 ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS – FOREST SIDE LEASE 
385.20 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council accepts the new terms of the lease of Forest Side playing 

field. The contract will be signed by two councillors and witnessed by the clerk. Once the lease is signed, 
the details will be lodged with the Land Registry. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. 
Smith and agreed by all.  
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange to sign Forest Side lease with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and deliver 

paperwork to solicitors. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ensure details are promptly lodged with HM Land Registry 

 

Meeting closed at 8:47 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


