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New issues during month 

A Village Warden reported that there was graffiti on the wall at the rear of the youth club and he will do his best to 
remove it. Clerk reported to the police and to the Youth Club.  

B Youth Leader from Kennington Youth Club asked if the parish council had any ideas where ‘Spoonington’ could 
be relocated, as it can no longer stay outside the church. Clerk and Chairman suggested that it could be moved to 
the grass area at Forest Side, where there is plenty of room for expansion! 

C Request from Kennington Athletic Football Club that the grass is cut weekly from April to October. 

D Information received from Hinksey and Osney Environment Group in relation to an alternative flood alleviation 
scheme for Oxford and a request to attend a meeting of the council to make the presentation and answer any 
questions.  

E Email received re. wildflower verges: 
“Thank you for your letter informing me of the new mowing regime for verges. I am pleased this is being given a 
trial and would be excited to see wildflowers appear along the verges. I suspect this won’t happen because you 
cant just leave robust domestic grass uncut and expect wild flowers to thrive. Wild meadows need quite careful 
management to prevent docks and some aggressive grasses from proliferating - look at what they have to do at 
the Arboretum. Still, we’ll see what transpires . . .  
This development has prompted me to ask if it is within the Parish Council’s gift to permit householders to plant 
into the verges: I have already planted a handful of bulbs outside my house (48 The Avenue) - mainly snowdrops. I 
have one glorious tree outside my house (not even sure what species this is), but this section of the verge (from St 
Swithuns School to Grundy Crescent) has only one other small tree and a sapling. The verge on The Avenue 
further south, towards Sandford, has many well established shrubs and bushes as well as trees. I would like to 
plant two or three cornus shrubs outside my house. These require no maintenance other than occasional pruning 
which I would undertake. If I get the agreement of my immediate neighbours, may i go ahead and do this?” 

F Email from district council re. a deep cleanse of Kennington – request for areas to prioritise: 
“We will be spending a few days in each Parish/Town across Vale of White Horse to perform a deep cleanse. We 
will be coming to Kennington for 5 days from 21/042021 to 27/04/2021. We will be litter picking, sweeping and 
removing weeds/moss on pavements.  
We will not spray weeds, cut grass or vegetation or remove weeds and moss that is on roads. We only clear land 
to which the public is permitted access and that is under the direct control of the district council. 
We would like to hear from you if there is anywhere in particular, in your area, that you would like to be cleaned. 
If there are areas, please respond to us with a fully collated and prioritised list before your schedule deep clean 
date and we will do our very best to accommodate your requests.  
If you choose to expand this request to residents within the area, please ensure they respond to you directly so 
that you can prioritise these accordingly. 
You can send your response to us via the postal address below or respond to this email direct. A table layout has 
been attached, please use to log the information required. 
Please note that all requests for deep cleaning services will be shared with OCC (Oxfordshire County Council).” 

G Email in relation to the Church Hall: 
“I dare say you've noticed the very decayed state of the stonework on St Swithun's church hall (Apple Café), and 
that there was a collapse of some masonry last week, with rather a large element (the size of a grapefruit or 
thereabouts) falling onto the pavement!  You can still see the residue on the ground. 
Of course the church doesn't really have budget to address this serious issue of the poor condition of this building, 
and so I've offered to take on the restoration of the masonry work on the church hall as a benevolent project. 
So the purpose of this email is just to make you aware of this fact, in case it's of interest to the parish council - 
since I suppose it's something that all Kennington folk can take an interest in.  The plan is still crystallising, but 
essentially I'm thinking I'll do a fully-scaffolded inspection of all the stonework at some point (I'm thinking early 
summer), during which time my helper and I can take all the information we need and also then put a faculty 
consent application together.  Then we can produce the replacement stonework as and when the diary permits, 
and install it as a series of mini-projects over the next couple of/few years. 
Do let me know if there's anything else you'd like to know/say/ask/offer regarding this project.  At any rate you're 
in the loop now,” 

H Email to advise that community litter picks can be organised again: 
“Dear Towns and Parishes,  
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As many of you will be aware, our litter picking services have been suspended for some time. We now have an 
update so please read the message below for more information for yourselves and to be circulated to your 
residents where needed:  
Although we work hard to keep our public spaces clear of litter, we know that many residents enjoy doing their 
part in keeping their community clear by litter picking and for that we thank you.  
In light of the recent government roadmap out of lockdown, we are making plans to reopen our community litter 
picking services in the near future.  
We are hoping the first booking will be available from 29 March, or when the country meets the steps needed for 
this stage of the road map. Through this service you’ll be able to borrow litter picking equipment and bin bags, 
and we can arrange for our waste contractors to take away any litter you collect at pre-arranged times. 
If you’re planning  to use our service to do your community litter pick then please read the information and use 
the booking form on our web pages using the link below and we’ll take it from there. 
Whichever way you decide to do your litter pick please stay safe – please don’t litter pick by busy roads and 
please follow the guidance from Keep Britain Tidy  - and their advice about litter picking and COVID-19 safety 
advice” 

 

Continuing issues 

I Clerk wrote to Chancellor’s Estate Agents in relation to the ‘Sold’ signs outside Bartlett House, 115 Kennington 
Road, which have been in situ for several months. Response received: 
“We understand the perspective of the local residents. The boards are removed when each sale goes through. 
Sadly the sales of all properties at the moment are rather slow! I would expect the boards will go over the course 
of the next couple of months when the sales complete.” 

J Clerk emailed Waste Management Team to raise the issue about queuing traffic along Old Abingdon Road, and 
asking whether the recycling centre could use the park & ride and traffic lights for queuing.  

K Clerk wrote to the Headteacher at St Swithun’s School in relation to children climbing on the war memorial, 
anti-littering posters and to pass on information about the lateral flow testing kits. Reply received: 
“I am sorry to hear about children climbing on the war memorial.  As you say, we are unable to control the 
children's behaviour outside school.  However, our golden rule is 'We act with courtesy, consideration and 
respect at all times.'  I often remind the children that this applies all the time, everywhere, so of course I will have 
a talk with them about this.  Do you have any information about when the incident(s) happened and how many 
times, please? 
Regarding the posters, that's a brilliant idea and I'm sure we could help with this.  Could you give us a date by 
which the posters need to be ready, please?  How many would you like? 
As for the home testing kits, I completely agree that this doesn't seem to have been at all well publicised and in 
fact already had this information ready to send out on our next newsletter.  This will be sent out in the next day 
or two.” 
Clerk advised that the children were seen climbing on the war memorial after school during the first week back 
after lockdown. 

L Clerk is now in contact with the correct department at SSEN and has requested an unmetered connection at 
Forest Side for a CCTV camera using the electricity supply from a lamppost and is awaiting the cost of this. 

M Clerk obtained two additional quotations for repairing the bollards at the war memorial, which have been 
forwarded on to the insurance company. 

N Request for further information on war memorial planting scheme: 
“What is the overall area/do you know numbers of plants required and how many of each colour? Is it going to 
be a random planting or is there a specific design to work to?” 

O Clerk reported lampposts on Grundy Crescent on Fix My Street. OCC advised that the contractors will aim to 
repair these within 7 working days.  

P Response received from Oxfordshire County Council in relation to the request for bollards to be installed on 
Bagley Wood Rd near the entrance to the woods:  
“Thank you for your report. The Oxfordshire County Council policy for the installation of street furniture (bollards) 
can be found at - www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/street-maintenance-z/street-furniture 
- the installation of the bollards and their future maintenance would therefore require third party funding.” 

                                                                                 


