
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the online meeting held on  
11 March 2021 at 7:30pm  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Feather 

   Cllr. Gelder Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles  Cllr. Russell  

  Cllr. Smith  

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk), District Councillor Diana Lugova and 2 members of the public 

 

386.20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Mrs. New 

 

387.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

388.20 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – Cllrs. Charlett, Smith, Gelder and Cobb 

declared an interest in item 13 as they are members of the Village Hall Committee, however it was agreed 

that this is not pecuniary.  

 

389.20 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 11 February 2021 as a true record.  

 

390.20 REPORT OF THE CLERK   
New issues  
A Email received from resident in relation to Matthew Arnold School bus: 

“Hi I would like to raise the question of funds that were given to help with payment for the Kennington to 

Mathew Arnold bus. We were told that funds had been made available from both yourself and Bob 

Johnson that would be distributed to parents that had paid for the bus since September, these funds have 

never been made available to parents and have never been made public. I would like to know where this 

money has been used, as it’s never been offered to Kennington parents.” 

Clerk advised that a report has been requested for the next parish council meeting. Further email 

received: 

“Hi sorry to push this point, but I’ve looked back over our emails and they clearly state that money given by 

the parish council will be given back to parents as a rebate, as parents we have now paid the final 

instalment and have not had this rebate. Upon applying for the bus pass in September we were even given 

the option of opting in to the rebate, so there is no doubt that that’s where the money would have gone. 

The money simply has not been passed on. As this is public money I would like to know 1. Where it is and 2. 

What are the Parish council doing to make sure this money is either used for its intended purposes or 

recouped by the council?” 

A report from the organisers of the Matthew Arnold School bus had been circulated to councillors and 

further information was shared about the outcome of the funding from Kennington Parish Council. The 

parish council expressed its thanks for all the work organising the school bus, which has benefited a 

number of families in Kennington.  

391.20 It was agreed that the parish council will publish information on how the grant funding was used to 

support the Matthew Arnold School bus. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Publish report on how the grant funding was used towards the Matthew Arnold School bus 

 

One member of the public left the meeting. 

 

B Email received from resident of Upper Road: 
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“For the past three weeks or so there's been a yellow object abandoned on the verge of Upper Road… It's a 

plastic tub, about two feet high and a foot or so across. The label on it says 'Tellus' and describes the 

content as 'hydraulic oil'. It's heavy, so probably full. There's no indication on it of who owns it. 

I think it was probably left behind by contractors doing work in the area, possibly some men doing work 

with communications cables last month. It's rather a long shot, but I don't suppose the parish council keeps 

any record of people who do work on the roads and pavements? They're not supposed to notify you, 

perhaps? I think I can guess the answer -- but it's worth a try.” 

Clerk reported as fly tipping and Biffa will be arranging to collect this.  

C Telephone call received from a resident in relation to calls received inviting them to purchase a ‘security 

wristband’, which would alert someone if they had a fall, however it was believed that this was a scam. 

Clerk advised that she would alert the police. Clerk reported online to Action Fraud.  

392.20 It was resolved that the clerk will publish this information on Kennington Connected and in the 

Kennington Chronicle 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Share information about this scam in Kennington Chronicle and Facebook 

 

D Telephone call received from a resident requesting permission to place a banner at the junction of 

Kennington Road and Old Abingdon Road. Clerk advised that this land is not in Kennington.  

E Query received whether Redrow had permission for the advertising signs around Kennington. Clerk 

reported on Fix My Street, as this would be considered flyposting is permission has not been granted.  

F A vehicle collided with two of the bollards at the war memorial. The clerk has been in touch with the 

insurance company, who have requested a copy of the quotation to have these repaired or replaced. Clerk 

contacted OG Stonemasonry, who installed the bollards, and has forwarded on their quotation to repair 

the damage to the insurers. The insurance company has requested multiple quotations for comparison. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain further quotations for repairing or replacing the damaged bollards at the war 

memorial 

 

G Reports received in relation to laughing gas cannisters and alcohol containers at Playfield Rd playing field 

and The Avenue / Sandford Lane junction. This information has been passed on to PCSO Maddie 

Highmoor, requesting that she increases her patrols in these areas if time permits. 

H The flower basket at the village sign at the north of Kennington has vanished, including the brackets. Clerk 

has requested a quotation for a replacement and has alerted the PCSO.  

393.20 It was agreed that the clerk will purchase a replacement flower basket for the north sign at a cost of 

£119.90 + £18.00 carriage (total £137.90) + VAT. This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mrs. 

Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase new flower basket and arrange for this to be installed before the flowers are ready  

 

I Phone call received to advise that there has been fly tipping at 187 The Avenue and there was a break-in 

at one of the outbuildings last month.  

394.20 It was resolved that the council will take no further action.  

J Resident of Grundy Crescent called to advise that there are problems with two of the lampposts – one is 

always switched on and another is always off. Clerk will obtain column numbers to report to Oxfordshire 

County Council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report lampposts on Fix My Street  
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K Email received querying whether there is a skate park in Kennington. Clerk replied that there is a BMX / 

pump track, but it is not really suitable for skateboards as it is a dirt track. Clerk advised that there are 

skateparks nearby in Oxford and Abingdon. 

L Clerk attended meeting with other parish clerks and officers from the Office of National Statistics in 

relation to the 2021 census, which will take place on Sunday 21 March. Clerk has included information on 

the website, Facebook and Kennington Connected, and has requested posters to put on the noticeboards. 

If people are struggling to complete the census online, paper copies can be requested by phoning the 

number on the letter. 

M Request received for a salt bin to be installed on Sandford Lane, which was very slippery during the recent 

cold weather.  

395.20 It was agreed that the council would not purchase an additional grit bin for Sandford Lane. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident of the council’s decision 

 

N Email received: 

“Dear Parish Clerk, can you help please? I'm trying to find details of a gravel lorry crash way back in the 

early 70's when apparently a lorry swerved to miss a cyclist, hit a tree killing the driver ! This was near 

Pebble Hill Caravan park. 

Would you have any idea where I might find details of this tragic event? Perhaps an old parishioner ? 

With best intentions and kind regards.” 

The council suggested that a request could be put on the local Facebook groups. 

O Email from Wild About Kennington: 

“I am preparing the design for the sign to at intervals along the pilot verge this summer. It's not quite 

finished - I'll share with you when it is. 

I was wondering if you would like me to to include the Kennington Parish Council logo on the sign (as the 

pilot project is a partnership between Wild about Kennington and the KPC). 

If you approve, please send me the logo file. I will show you the sign before it goes to Scorpion Signs. We 

are keeping the design simple by using the winning logo from the competition and a sentence under 

explaining that the verges are being managed for wildlife and will not be mown in the summer months, 

and a link to our facebook page (tbc)  so people can get in touch with any questions.” 

Wild About Kennington are also having difficulties opening a bank account due to the current lockdown. 

396.20 It was agreed that the parish council is happy for the logo to be added to the Wild About Kennington sign. 

It was suggested that Oxfordshire County Council should be asked before adding signs to the highway. 

397.20 It was resolved that £270 will be allocated from this year’s budget for Wild About Kennington (£170 

towards the verge wilding project and £100 towards the swift boxes) from the Community Grants budget, 

to be paid when the bank account is open. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Wild About Kennington of the council’s decisions 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange accrual of £270 from Community Grants budget 

 

P Email from Cllr Emily Smith: 

“I am writing to reach out to Kennington Parish Council in relation to the Oxfordshire Flood Alleviation 

Scheme.  

I am the Vale's representative on the OFAS Sponsor group, and Kennington is clearly one the Vale 

communities impacted by the flood scheme's construction. I know that The EA and OCC have been to 

update the council recently. I have been at their presentations to North Hinksey and South Hinksey as they 
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are in my district ward, but I am conscious that the queries and concerns Kennington residents are likely to 

be different to those of South Hinksey.  

I hope to arrange a socially distanced site visit with the EA soon to Kennington, but in the meantime, if 

there is anything you would like me to know or raise at the Sponsor Group meetings about the scheme or 

its construction, please feel free to email me.  

The planning application is due to be submitted this autumn, but it is always preferable to get as many 

wrinkles ironed out before the application stage. 

If there is anything you think I might be able to help with, please do not hesitate to get in touch.” 

398.20 It was agreed that the council does not have any further questions at this stage. 

Q Phone call from resident of Sandford Lane to advise that there is damage to the verges and kerb on the 

right hand side as you go down the lane, which is being caused by heavy vehicles travelling past large 

parked vehicles.  

399.20 It was resolved that this will be reported on Fix My Street. The parish council will also request that 

bollards are installed on Bagley Wood Road to prevent dangerous parking from people going into the 

woods. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report damaged verges and kerb on Sandford Lane on Fix My Street 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request that bollards are installed on Bagley Wood Road to prevent dangerous parking near 

the entrance to the woods 

 

R Email from Savills re. the memorial field: 

“I just wanted to keep you updated that the cattle will be returning this year to OPTs land at Kennington 

and Kennington Memorial field.  The cattle are an essential part of maintaining the grassland as part of 

our Countryside Stewardship Application with Natural England.   

It is likely to be a few weeks yet as it still very wet but wanted to give you and the Parish advance notice 

that they would be returning.” 

Clerk asked if notices could be put up on the gates when the cattle are in the field, to alert walkers, and 

will add this information to the website, Kennington Chronicle and Facebook. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add information about the cattle returning to the memorial field on the website, Facebook 

and Kennington Chronicle. 

 

S Village Warden has reported problems with the fences at Playfield Rd and Forest Side, which are falling 

into disrepair. Children often climb or over the fences, which over time is causing them to become loose 

and nails are often found sticking out. There have also been fence posts found on the floor with rusty nails 

exposed, which could potentially be dangerous. The clerk has asked the Village Warden to make these 

safe when he finds them, and the council will need to look at replacing the fences in due course. 

 

Continuing issues 

T An update was received from the district council Leisure Officer in relation to the table tennis table for 

Forest Side, as the funding has been applied for from Table Tennis England. Clerk has chased up Savills in 

relation to the permission from St John’s, who advised that they have no objection in principle and 

requested some additional information. The clerk will ask for a quotation for installing this when it arrives 

and consider installing a picnic bench nearby. BGG have cleared the concrete area and cut back the 

brambles free of charge.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request quotation for installing the table tennis table at Forest Side 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Add picnic bench for Forest Side to the agenda for the April meeting 

 

U  Clerk received responses from OPT and Sustrans in relation to the dog waste and litter on the Sustrans 

track. Sustrans are happy to provide a litter bin at the junction with Sandford Lane, provided that someone 

is able to take on the ongoing maintenance and emptying of this. Clerk contacted Vale of White Horse 

District Council to ask whether the dog waste bin at the junction with the footpath to Sandford Lane could 

be replaced with a litter/dog waste bin near the Sustrans track junction. The Waste Team responded that: 

“We are currently undertaking a survey of our existing litter and dog bins and are not installing any new 

bins on public land at this time. However, I have added your requests to our database to be surveyed to 

assess for possible future installations. We are not taking on new bins installed by 3rd parties so OPT 

couldn’t put one in there for us to empty. In the meantime please send reports of litter that needs to be 

cleared to admin.vale@biffa.co.uk.” 

400.20 It was agreed that the council would write to Cllr. Catherine Webber to explain the situation and ask if this 

could be reconsidered. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Cllr. Catherine Webber to ask for reconsideration of a replacement bin on Sandford 

Lane 

 

V Email received in relation to the trees at Playfield Rd – Clerk has suggested meeting with resident in due 

course to discuss the problem. The clerk will ask for quotation from Simon Ringrose to provide advice on 

the matter, in order to establish the council’s responsibilities.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request quotation for providing the council will advice in relation to the lime trees at 

Playfield Rd. 

 

W Clerk has contacted Malcolm Clamp, who has acted as the internal auditor for the past two years – he is 

happy to do this again at a charge of £320. 

401.20 It was agreed that the council will accept the quotation from Malcolm Clamp to act as the internal auditor 

again this year. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send confirmation that Malcolm Clamp will act as the internal auditor again this year. 

 

X Email received from the Planning Officer in relation to the pavilion project: 

“Further to discussions with senior officers, unfortunately, we are unable to support the current application 

due to the impact on tree T10  and the conflict with policy CP44 of LPP1. Officers consider there are 

realistic alternatives for the siting of the building that could be achieved and that would not involve 

impacting the RPA of T10. 

Please let me know if you would like to withdraw the application within the next 7 days? Otherwise, I will 

have no option but to recommend refusal of planning permission.” 

402.20 It was resolved that a meeting would be requested between the district council Tree Officer, Planning 

Officer, architect, arborocultural expert to discuss a way forward, such as imposing conditions on 

construction in the proximity of the tree. The decision whether to withdraw this application would be 

delegated to the clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Chairman of the Planning 

Committee. This was agreed by all bar one abstention.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting to discuss a way forward with the Playfield Rd pavilion planning application 

 

mailto:admin.vale@biffa.co.uk


Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 11 March 2021  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 101 
 

Y Clerk has spoken with the Community Funding Officer at the district council in relation to The Tandem 

being re-registered as an Asset of Community Value – the approval process is much stricter than it was 5 

years ago and much more evidence is required in order to submit a nomination. She advised that most 

applications for pubs have not been successful recently, as nominators need to submit sufficient robust 

evidence that the pub is ‘more than a pub’ and a key part of the community. 

403.20 It was agreed that the parish council will not pursue renominating The Tandem as an Asset of Community 

Value at the present time.  

 

404.20 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   

Grant Requests  

A Kennington Community Partnership – request for grant of £300 towards printing of the “History of St 

Swithun’s School” 

405.20 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council would not approve a grant to Kennington Community 

Partnership. This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed by the majority. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Community Partnership of the council’s decision. 

 

B Marie Curie – request to support for Great Daffodil Appeal 2021   

406.20 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council would approve a grant to Marie Curie. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Powles seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

407.20 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £25, seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted for 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Marie Curie of the council’s decision and arrange payment. 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

C River Thames Society – invitation to renew membership at a cost of £15 

408.20 It was agreed that the council would renew its membership with the River Thames Society.  

D Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association – membership renewal request – annual fee of £74.00 

409.20 It was agreed that the council would renew its membership with the Oxfordshire Playing Fields 

Association.  

E Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) – membership renewal request at a cost of £694.26 + 

VAT for 2021/22 

410.20 It was agreed that the council would renew its membership with the Oxfordshire Association of Local 

Councils.  

F Community First Oxfordshire – Invitation to renew membership for 2021/22 at a cost of £70 

411.20 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council would renew its membership with Community First 

Oxfordshire. The proposal to renew the memberships of River Thames Society, Oxfordshire Playing Fields 

Association, Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils and Community First Oxfordshire was made by Cllr. 

Cobb seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange payment of membership fees to River Thames Society, Oxfordshire Playing Fields 

Association (OPFA), Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) and Community First Oxfordshire 

 

G Highways England - Exploring opportunities to improve the A34 – invitation to discuss project  

412.20 It was agreed that the parish council has no queries at this stage. 

H Oxfordshire County Council - Local Transport and Connectivity Plan Vision Consultation 
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413.20 It was resolved that members of the council will submit their own responses to the consultation. 

I CIL due for Kennington Parish Council in March 2021 of £1,828.82 – to confirm whether the parish council 

would like to receive this. 

414.20 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council would like to receive the CIL funds due this spring.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request CIL funds from Vale of White Horse District Council 

 

Correspondence for information 

J OALC – Council Meetings post 7th May – forwarded to councillors 

K Highways England – A34 northbound closure from 13-15 March – forwarded to councillors and added to 

website and Facebook 

 

415.20 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 26 February 2021  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £73,049.17 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £85,000.00 

Total £243,485.36 

 

Income received in February 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Direct debits to be paid in March 

 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in February 

Paying In 
Ref. 

   

DC BT Payments Services Ltd. 
Refund for parish phone line 

£51.72 

100101 Kennington Cricket Club 
Funds from closure of Kennington Cricket Club 

£600.00 

DC HM Revenue & Customs 
VAT reclaim Oct-Dec 2020 

£1,280.33 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Pavilion gas bill for to 25/02/2021 

£3.49 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2020/ 

   Power to Act 
 

169 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for February less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,174.72 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

170 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for February less tax 

£354.93 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

171 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£297.58 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

172 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for February 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 
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Total to be transferred in March: £4,415.02. 
 
416.20 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
417.20 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and voted unanimously. 

 

418.20 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 The draft Planning Committee meeting minutes of 2 March 2021 were noted. 

 

419.20 GRANTS POLICY 

420.20 The updated grants policy and application form for use from April 2021 were reviewed and agreed by the 

council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add policy and application form to the website 

 

421.20 BMX TRACK MAINTENANCE 

422.20 It was agreed that the council would accept the quotation from Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd at a 

cost of £3,580 + VAT for maintenance and repair work to the BMX / pump track at Forest Side. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed unanimously. The council agreed that 

funds from EMR 330 – BMX refurbishment/maintenance will be used for this.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange maintenance work of the BMX track in spring 

 

423.20 BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION 

 The competition has been arranged for Saturday 3rd July, with the preliminary judging taking place in the 

preceding week and will follow the same format as usual.  

173 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting in February 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

174 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) 
Annual CPRE membership 2021/22 

£36.00 General Power of 
Competence 

175 Mrs R L Brown 
Zoom Pro account for Feb/March (£14.39); Buzz 
Network Virtual Landline for March (£7.96); Playfield Rd 
keys for Wolvercote Cricket Club (£97.00), Clerk’s 
mileage for 2020/21 (£46.80) and Clerk’s annual home 
working allowance (£312.00) 

£486.55 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

LG (Financial 
Provisions) Act 1963 

176 Savills (on behalf of St John’s College, Oxford) 
Forest Side rent 25/03/2021 – 23/06/2021 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

177 Office Depot International (UK) Ltd. 
Key tags, 5x reams of A4 paper, black printer ink 

£64.48 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

178 S H Lewis Cleaning Ltd. 
Cleaning of bus shelters in Kennington March 2021 

£264.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

179 Grundon Waste Management Ltd. 

Wheelie bins for February 

£66.26 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

180 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. 

Cutting down trees to ground level and clearing 
vegetation on Cow Lane 

£780.00 Highways Act 1980 
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424.20 It was agreed that the clerk can arrange for the posters to be printed professionally. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advertise competition on website, Facebook, Kennington Chronicle and noticeboards 

 

425.20 SOLAR LIGHTING FOR ALLEYWAYS 

 Further information about the proposals has not yet been received from the member of public who 

attended last month’s meeting. Concerns were raised about how these would be affixed, as fences belong 

to the neighbouring properties, and that they must be properly secured to avoid theft. 

426.20 It was resolved that this would be deferred to the next meeting, in anticipation of further information 

about the proposals from the member of public. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add to the agenda for the April meeting 

 

427.20 CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS COST OF VILLAGE HALL BIN 

Cllrs. Charlett, Smith, Cobb and Gelder left the meeting.  

428.20 It was agreed that the council will contribute £23.26 per quarter and review the situation in twelve 

months’ time. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Village Hall Committee of the council’s decision 

Cllrs. Charlett, Smith, Cobb and Gelder returned to the meeting. 

 

429.20 FLAG OUTSIDE VILLAGE CENTRE 

 It was queried whether there would be a discount available for ordering two flags. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Bring quotations for one or two flags to the April meeting 

 

430.20 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

431.20 It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting would be arranged for 23 June 2021. The date for the 

Annual Parish Council Meeting will be agreed by the clerk in consultation with the chairman. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange suitable dates for meetings once the regulations around virtual meetings are known 

 

432.20 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

433.20 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Committee – There is no overnight parking permitted in the village hall car 

park, however a vehicle has been parked there day and night, so the committee has written to ask him to 

move it. The Village Hall Committee requested support from the parish council, if necessary, which was 

agreed. 

The remaining member of the public left the meeting. 

434.20 Cllr. Baggott – St. Swithun’s Church – Alison, the vicar, has received a letter from someone complaining 

about the noise that the swifts are likely to make, but there was no address to contact them. The church 

hall is having a new back door and kitchen door fitted, which have been paid for by donations. Permission 

has been granted for seats to be installed in the garden for people to sit and contemplate. 

435.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) – A meeting took place on Tuesday with Botley 

Medical Centre staff. Second doses of the Covid-19 vaccinations will start being administered on 22nd 

March – patients should receive a phone call or a text, or you can book directly with the link. The health 

centre has vaccinated 5000 patients to date. There seems to have been a hiccup getting patients to 

Kennington Health Centre, as it has been very quiet this week. All volunteer drivers have now been 

offered the vaccine. The answerphone message has been changed slightly, however much of the 

information has to be given to callers. The website is being upgraded at some point, however it is fairly up 
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to date at the moment. The inside garden at Kennington Health Centre is in an awful state, and the PPG 

has asked to upgrade this after the pandemic. The memorial tree in the corner of the carpark by the salt 

bin needs looking at. PPG meetings are going to take place six-weekly, with the next one on 27th April at 

7.30pm, in the hope that a more diverse range of people can attend.   

 

436.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

437.20 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and Cllr. Cobb initiated a discussion about the flower beds at the war memorial. 

438.20 It was agreed that the council would like to replace the flower beds with carpet bedding plants in red, 

white and blue. The clerk will investigate prices for this and bring to the April meeting.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform volunteer that the council would like to plant carpet bedding plants in the flower 

beds at the war memorial and investigate prices for this 

 

439.20 Cllr. Feather advised that the Kennington Road sign is still not there. 

440.20 Cllr. Patterson proposed that Kennington Parish Council responds to the consultation in relation to the 

Lodge Hill Interchange, requesting that Bagley Wood Road / St Swithun’s Road is made 30mph as part of 

the scheme and that monitoring the road is not sufficient. It was queried whether the district councillors 

could support the parish council with this.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Submit council’s response to the Lodge Hill Interchange consultation 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request support from the District Councillors for Bagley Wood Rd to be made 30mph as part 

of the scheme 

 

441.20 Cllr. Ms. Jempson advised that nothing has happened with the old dying tree on The Avenue, which was 

reported to the county council in January. 

442.20 Cllr. Powles is very frustrated with the traffic getting into Kennington at the moment, as the slip road is 

closed and the vehicles waiting to enter the recycling centre are backed up along Old Abingdon Road and 

causing problems. It was queried whether the recycling centre can use the park & ride and traffic lights for 

queuing. This is a problem during the weekdays as well as at the weekend.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Raise issue of queuing traffic along Old Abingdon Road waiting to enter the recycling centre.  

 

443.20 Cllr. Charlett raised an issue with children running and climbing all over the war memorial, showing a 

complete lack of respect, and asked if the council can remind the school that it is not a toy or climbing 

frame. It was agreed that the council will write to the headteacher. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Mrs Atkinson to raise issue of children climbing on war memorial 

 

 There is also an issue with a vehicle being parked on the corner of Playfield Rd – this is a green van with a 

box on the back which parks so you cannot see around the corner when you are turning in or out of 

Playfield Road. It is illegal to park this close to the junction and the police have been informed on multiple 

occasions, but nothing has been done. This has been raised several times over the years, but no action 

appears to have been taken.  

444.20 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston 
“1. We now have more detail on the procedure for achieving new 20 mph residential streets.  Should it so 
desire, then the Parish should draw up a map of any proposed area(s), suitably described and annotated.  
This should then be sent to Lee Turner at County Highways who will advise on further steps. 
2. A significant scandal is now emerging which has achieved some publicity in the "Oxford Mail".  This 
relates to the retendering of the contract for civil parking enforcement in Oxford.  By all accounts the roots 
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of this are the best part of two years ago.  The County needed to retender the civil parking contract in 
Oxford City.  It now transpires that the process was flawed.  To what extent and how we do not know.  The 
details have been buried in a confidential report which few have seen.  What we do know is that the 
loosing contractor who was the incumbent sued the County.  What we also know that for whatever reason 
the County settled out of Court to the tune of £1.6 million.  We also now know that the original contract 
was signed off by an Officer with no democratic oversight whatsoever.  This much emerged during a 
meeting of Audit and Governance last week.  What we also observe is that thus far is that nobody has 
either admitted blame, taken responsibility, been admonished, resigned or apologised!  Taken with the 
bungled bid for active travel last year doesn't exactly give one confidence in the way the County runs its 
financial affairs.” 

 
445.20 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Cllrs. Lugova and Johnston 

“1. The Census day is 21st March. Census packs are arriving via post and will continue till mid-March. It’s 
pretty straightforward to complete it online. If there are any questions from Kennington residents, they can 
be directed to the Census website https://census.gov.uk/  
2. New Waste Collection Calendar for 2021/2022 was published https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-
white-horse-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/when-is-your-collection-day/waste-collections-
calendar/ 
3. DEFRA published  Statistics on waste managed by local authorities in England in 2019/20  and Vale is at 
the top with solid 63% (a bit behind South Oxfordshire with 64%).  
4. COVID-19. Cases: In the Vale, infection rates are down from 59.6 per 100,000 to 36.8. 
5. COVID-19. Vaccination. As the latest report received 10th March 41,148 people in the Vale were 
vaccinated from a total population of 133,732. The vaccination programme in Oxfordshire is progressing at 
pace and is on track to meet its target of groups 1-9, which is everyone up to and including all those aged 
50 and over, receiving their first vaccination by 15 April.   
6. COVID-19. Collection of tests for parents/carers of primary school aged children. Parents and carers of 
primary school aged children can access lateral flow testing. The national messaging signposts people to 
three options but in Oxfordshire there’s currently only two options – ordering tests directly from the 
government or collecting them from the symptomatic testing centre at Osney Lane, Oxford (Car Park at 
Former Contractors Compound, Osney Lane, Oxford City Centre OX1 1NY). For anybody who is not able to 
get to a testing centre to collect the kits once they become available can now order to have them delivered 
on the government website here https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
7. COVID-19. Free rapid tests for all businesses. All businesses in England can now sign up for free lateral 
flow tests for their employees. The government is asking them to register their interest in this, by 31 March 
here https://www.gov.uk/get-workplace-coronavirus-tests.” 

 
446.20 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 20mph streets; village hall flags; war memorial bedding plants; picnic bench at Forest Side; solar lighting 

for alleyways 
 

Cllr. Charlett moved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting in order to 
prevent disclosure to them of information in relation to the parish council protocol in the event of the 
death of a senior figure.  

 
447.20 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – PROTOCOL FOR THE DEATH OF A SENIOR FIGURE 
448.20 The draft protocol was reviewed and accepted by Kennington Parish Council.  
 

Meeting closed at 9:33 pm. 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


