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Oxford Preservation Trust owns 113 acres of fields in Kennington, over which we permit 
public access. These are the Kennington Memorial Field, bought in 1946, and the Flood 
Meadows from Sandford Lane up to the old railway line. These were acquired from Colin 
and Olive Walker in 1971, and from John Tait in 2001. The Sustrans cycle track and Thames 
Path run through these fields. 
 
During the last year, the OPT green spaces around Kennington have been used more than 
ever. With the concerns of the pandemic and a lack of cattle grazing on the fields, the access 
gates have often been propped open. Cattle are now due in the fields, so please can I 
remind users to ensure that the gates are now fastened when passed through. Increased 
footfall has also meant increased litter and I am very grateful to all who collect as they walk 
across OPT land. 
 
The management of the Memorial Field remains the same, with the field grazed by cattle 
from spring to autumn. During 2020, the field was untenanted and not grazed, so the longer 
accessible grass was cut by tractor to encourage new growth. A new tenant has been 
secured and cattle will be returning to the Memorial Field in the near future. In addition to 
the grazing, several volunteer work parties are scheduled each year. In 2019 and 2020, work 
parties in February and October were held to clear scrub from the bank and clean the bank 
along the stream. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the work party in February 2021 was 
cancelled. The work parties that took place were well attended by local residents and the 
Abingdon Green Gym and we would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone from 
the village for their time and help.  
 
Oxford Preservation Trust’s Flood Meadows are also grazed and cut for hay when ground 
and weather conditions permit. In 2020, no cattle were present on these fields, but all were 
cut and cattle will be back grazing soon. These fields have had two new footbridges installed 
along the permissive path between Sandford Lane and the Thames Path. In the early 
months of 2020, the Sustrans cycle path, running adjacent to the railway and within the OPT 
Flood Meadows, was widened and resurfaced. The improved pathway has been extensively 
used by cyclists, walkers and runners and provided an ideal route when the meadows were 

flooded over the winter. This wonderful scheme was entered into the OPT Awards 2020 and 

I am delighted to share that it won a plaque in the Landscape and Public Realm category. 
Judges recognised the public benefit and increased health and wellbeing opportunities of 
the improved path, not just for Kennington but for the wider community. 
 
I am always very grateful to local walkers and the Parish Council for being my eyes and ears 
in the village and letting me know when things need attention – thank you all.  
 
Lindsay Priddle 
Land Officer for Oxford Preservation Trust 


