
Report from 40th Oxford Sea Scout Group 
 
This time last year I don’t think any of us thought we’d still be in semi-lockdown.  
Luckily this month has seen the return of some face-to-face Scouting in most of our 
sections, albeit in a limited way, and with extensive risk assessments undertaken. 
The last year has seen so many grappling with a new approach and thinking up new 
ways of doing things that don’t require people being in the same room. Through 
much of lockdown our leaders have still been able to provide virtual Scouting: you 
may have seen our reports in the Chronicle that young people have still been 
learning first aid, making spaghetti & marshmallow towers, getting knotted, and 
taking on new challenges like ironing, as well as outdoor adventures together, but 
distanced, when it was allowed!  In particular we have really successful Scout 
leaders – the section is the most popular it has ever been. It’s so good to know that 
around 20 12-14 year olds in the village have embraced the opportunity to 
participate. 
 
This year, I’d like to give special thanks to Steve Daniels, who has spent much of 
lockdown attending to grounds maintenance and done a phenomenal job.  And to 
Sandra Ward for endless patience communicating with loss adjusters over our 
current subsidence claim; and various others who have been talking with our 
neighbours about boundary lines.  Our plot is sufficiently old to pre-date the modern 
land registry systems so it is unclear where responsibilities lie.  Thanks too, to Clare 
Platt who is ‘retiring’ from HQ hire management.  We will need a replacement if 
anyone has a few hours a month spare.  
 
We are hoping to have an evening picnic on September 3rd to reacquaint ourselves 
as leaders, young people and parents, and anyone thinking of volunteering is 
welcome to attend.  And of course, we sincerely hope to host our usual Fireworks 
Fundraiser, which will be on October 30th, if it is permitted. 
 
Please do get in touch if you are curious what we get up to.  We have a waiting list in 
most age groups for children, but there is always space for adults. Email 
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com if you’d like to get involved. You can do as little or 
as much as you want. 
 
Kit Smith 
Group Chair 
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