
I continue my role as a PCSO in Abingdon Neighbourhood Team and have the 

responsibility for Kennington and Radley. Our team is made up of: one Police 

Sergeant, four Police Officers and just seven PCSOs. We are split into three smaller 

teams, and as a team we cover Abingdon, as well as the surrounding villages and 

Botley/Cumnor/Kennington areas of Oxford. My team and I work a four week shift 

pattern, which consists of early and late shifts. 

The last two years in Frontline Policing have been like no other, and the level of 

challenge that we have faced has been unprecedented. As a team, we have 

consistently adapted to changes that have come our way. I believe that I can speak 

on behalf of my team, by saying that none of us expected that when the 

announcement was made informing us all that we were going into the first lockdown 

on Tuesday 24th March 2020, it would not last as long as it has done. The laws 

defined in the Coronavirus Act 2020 have changed a large number of times during 

the last two years, sometimes with us having as little as 24 hours to gain an 

understanding of them. 

During the first lockdown our team became smaller, as our Police Officers were 

taken back to response roles, in order to strengthen Police resilience. Therefore, this 

left PCSOs to solely carry out all Neighbourhood roles. Over the course of the past 

two years, a large amount of my time was spent out on patrol across Kennington and 

Radley, explaining and enforcing the restrictions in place. The parks were constantly 

patrolled, and inevitably during the first lockdown there was a significant dip in anti-

social behaviour. 

The local priorities in South & Vale are: Burglary, Anti-Social Behaviour, County Drug 

Lines (CDL), Knife Crime and Rural Crime. 

The first three have certainly been relevant to my work in Kennington, and thankfully 

knife crime remains at a low level in the village and rural crime is not significantly 

applicable in my role. 

Other work that I have been involved in over the last year has included: 

Reporting individuals for breaching Coronavirus legislation, as well as conducting 

frequent patrols of the COVID-19 Vaccination Site at Kennington Health Centre. I 

have also conducted multiple house-to-house and CCTV enquiries for thefts and 

burglaries in the area, and have completed safeguarding visits/calls with individuals, 

who have been a victim of fraud.  

Abingdon Neighbourhood Policing Team’s crime data figures are recorded and 

divided into Abingdon Town and Abingdon Outer. Kennington is included in 

Abingdon Outer figures. 

There has been positive news for Abingdon Outers, and the last 24 months has 

seen: 

9% reduction in Bicycle Theft. 

22% reduction in Business and Community Burglary. 

35% reduction in Residential Burglary (Sheds/Garages.) 



38% reduction in Theft from Vehicle. 

25% reduction in Theft Offences. 
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