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New issues during month 

A Phone call from resident regarding the Redrow development, confirming that the yellow and black signs in 
Kennington and Radley were not permitted, but these should now all have been removed and replaced with AA 
signs, which have the agreement of Oxfordshire County Council. A complaint has been lodged with the Local 
Government Ombudsman in relation to the Vale Planning Enforcement Team’s enforcement of the Redrow 
Traffic Management Plan. Heavy goods vehicles have still been driving through Kennington to deliver materials to 
the Redrow site and being turned away. Construction of phase 2 has now started, so these breaches need to be 
reported to the Planning Enforcement Team, with photographic evidence, if possible. 

B Email received from resident: 
“I am concerned there are a number of ash tree that have Ash dieback on the boundary of the memorial field, the 
playing field, the boundary of Bagley wood road, Woodcroft, Bagley close, Coley wood and forest side. As this 
effect the root system as well as the top of the trees . which this puts them of high risks of falling in windy in 
conditions. This can take effect in a short space of time. The adjacent land owners should be notified that it is 
their responsibility to see that the trees are in a safe condition.” (sic) 

C Email received from The Circuit to advise that the database from South Central Ambulance Service of 
defibrillators will no longer be in use from 15th June 2021 and all the defibrillators will need re-registering with 
the new system.  

D Email received from resident: 
“Just passing on our support for the 20s plenty and wilding of the verges that was mentioned in the last chronicle 
parish council matters. 
It's been nice seeing all the extra people walking, running and cycling around the village during the pandemic, so 
any support towards continuing that friendly environment is great.” 

E Email received: 
“I have begun a business as a life coach based in Kennington. I want to lead small Wellness walks in Bagley woods 
and by the river and I will be taking small groups of Yoga in the forest. I wanted to know what the rules were 
around this and if there's something that I need to take care of in advance to make sure that all is above board. 
 Any advice would be much appreciated” 
Clerk advised that Bagley Wood is owned by St John’s College and the water meadows are owned by Oxford 
Preservation Trust.  

F Phone calls from residents in relation to dogs being out of control at Playfield Rd playing field, getting into the 
play area and urinating in the sand pit. There was a gap in the fence, which has been temporarily fixed. It was 
queried whether there could be a self-closer installed on the gate at The Links, as the other playgrounds in the 
village have them. Another suggestion was that all dogs in the field must be on a lead between 1 April – 30 
September, as at beach locations in the UK. 

G The flower basket from the Kennington sign closest to the Upper Road mini roundabout is missing. Clerk has 
alerted the PCSO and added a post on Kennington Connected to ask for people to come forward with any 
information.   

H Email received in relation to the number of cattle in the memorial field, as there appear to be several more than 
usual. Clerk contacted OPT to query this. 

I Email received from resident: 
“Sorry to bother you with this if it isn’t your area. 
I’m getting increasingly frustrated with the amount of times i have to slam my breaks on coming round the blind 
corner of upper road as i’m headed towards my home on Kenville road. 
Today, and all the times previous, the car coming the other way (which seems to think driving round a blind 
corner down the middle of the road is clever) has managed to dodge smashing into me. I would however rather 
like this to never happen again.  
Has it ever been considered to do anything about it, specially now there seems to often be a car parked right on 
the corner meaning a car one way or the other has to drive on the wrong side.  
I can’t imagine a mirror somewhere would stop people being lazy drivers but it would at least alert drivers of 
oncoming vehicles.  
In the ideal world a central reservation would be there to force people to keep to their side but i’m sure that won’t 
happen has heavy goods/emergency vehicles probably can’t access the turn. 
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Maybe some double yellow lines around the corner to help as well. Driving through upper road is fast becoming a 
death trap with the amount of cars parking on corners, opposite junctions and at the top of slopes completely 
blocking views of oncoming traffic and forcing you out to the wrong side of the road. 
This is by no means a rant, something is going to happen sooner or later around that corner or on upper road 
right outside of Jackson Drive. I don’t want anyone injured or worse because someone couldn’t park their car/van 
and extra 20 yards or so further down the road or because they can’t be bothered to stick to their lane. 
I was happy to see the speed check put up and while i don’t imagine this stops the people that speed along the 
road, it is at least a step in the right direction. 
Please let me know if there is anything i can do to help if that’s possible or if i’ve sent this to completely the wrong 
person.” 

 

Continuing issues 

J Update from Environmental Enforcement Officer in relation to one of the cars parked at Forest Side: 
“Further to your report of the above vehicle now being parked on Upper Road, the council is unable to assist as it 
is not deemed to be abandoned. 
As you are aware, I investigated the vehicle whilst it was parked in the car park at Forest Side. In this instance, as 
it was left on private land without the permission of the landowner, I was able to act. Following several contacts, 
the owner was served a notice to move the vehicle, which he has now done.  
As it is now parked on public highway and the owner is known it is not deemed to be abandoned. If you are 
concerned about the lack of MOT or nuisance parking, then this is a matter for the police. This can be reported at 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk or by calling 101 and speaking to the local neighbourhood team.” 

K Update from architect in relation to the amended planning application for the pavilion project:  
“…we’re now a little more than halfway through amending a total of nine drawings, affected by the re-
positioning of the proposed pavilion, to move further away from particular Oak tree reference T10. 
The re-drawing exercise has taken around 20 working hours so far. 
We’ll press on and hopefully we’ll be able to issue the full revised set in the course of next week.” 

L Clerk and Chairman met with resident and tree surgeon in relation to the lime trees at Playfield Rd playing field, 
which are causing some problems to the neighbouring residents. The tree surgeon made two possible 
recommendations and provided a quotation for these. 

                                                                                 


