
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the online meeting held on  
8 April 2021 at 7:30pm  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Gelder 

       Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Mrs. New   Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles  Cllr. Russell  

    

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk), District Councillor Diana Lugova and 1 member of the public 

 

449.20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Feather, Cllr. Smith 

 

450.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – A presentation was given in relation to planting at the war 

memorial garden and a brief discussion took place. 

 

451.20 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – None 

 

452.20 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 11 March 2021 as a true record with 

two corrections.  

 

453.20 REPORT OF THE CLERK   
New issues  
A Village Warden reported that there was graffiti on the wall at the rear of the youth club and he will do his 

best to remove it. Clerk reported to the police and to the Youth Club. 

B Youth Leader from Kennington Youth Club asked if the parish council had any ideas where ‘Spoonington’ 

could be relocated, as it can no longer stay outside the church. Clerk and Chairman suggested that it could 

be moved to the grass area at Forest Side, where there is plenty of room for expansion! 

C Request from Kennington Athletic Football Club that the grass is cut weekly from April to October.  

454.20 It was resolved that this decision would be deferred to the next Playing Fields Committee meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add to the agenda for the May Playing Fields Committee meeting 

 

D Information received from Hinksey and Osney Environment Group in relation to an alternative flood 

alleviation scheme for Oxford and a request to attend a meeting of the council to make the presentation 

and answer any questions.  

455.20 It was agreed that a separate online meeting would be set up without prejudice. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange online meeting to hear proposals for an alternative Flood Alleviation Scheme 

 

E Email received re. wildflower verges: 

“Thank you for your letter informing me of the new mowing regime for verges. I am pleased this is being 

given a trial and would be excited to see wildflowers appear along the verges. I suspect this won’t happen 

because you can’t just leave robust domestic grass uncut and expect wild flowers to thrive. Wild meadows 

need quite careful management to prevent docks and some aggressive grasses from proliferating - look at 

what they have to do at the Arboretum. Still, we’ll see what transpires . . .  

This development has prompted me to ask if it is within the Parish Council’s gift to permit householders to 

plant into the verges: I have already planted a handful of bulbs outside my house - mainly snowdrops. I 

have one glorious tree outside my house (not even sure what species this is), but this section of the verge 

(from St Swithun’s School to Grundy Crescent) has only one other small tree and a sapling. The verge on 

The Avenue further south, towards Sandford, has many well-established shrubs and bushes as well as 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 8 April 2021  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 108 
 

trees. I would like to plant two or three cornus shrubs outside my house. These require no maintenance 

other than occasional pruning which I would undertake. If I get the agreement of my immediate 

neighbours, may I go ahead and do this?” 

Clerk to advise that the parish council cannot give permission for this, and that he would need to contact 

Oxfordshire County Council to request permission.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advise resident to request permission from Oxfordshire County Council 

 

F Email from district council re. a deep cleanse of Kennington – request for areas to prioritise: 

“We will be spending a few days in each Parish/Town across Vale of White Horse to perform a deep 

cleanse. We will be coming to Kennington for 5 days from 21/042021 to 27/04/2021. We will be litter 

picking, sweeping and removing weeds/moss on pavements.  

We will not spray weeds, cut grass or vegetation or remove weeds and moss that is on roads. We only clear 

land to which the public is permitted access and that is under the direct control of the district council. 

We would like to hear from you if there is anywhere in particular, in your area, that you would like to be 

cleaned. If there are areas, please respond to us with a fully collated and prioritised list before your 

schedule deep clean date and we will do our very best to accommodate your requests.  

If you choose to expand this request to residents within the area, please ensure they respond to you 

directly so that you can prioritise these accordingly. 

You can send your response to us via the postal address below or respond to this email direct. A table 

layout has been attached, please use to log the information required. 

Please note that all requests for deep cleaning services will be shared with OCC (Oxfordshire County 

Council).” 

456.20 It was agreed that these areas will be re-requested: vegetation on the pavements at the end of Upper 

Road; the east side of The Avenue; Bagley Wood Road. The clerk will check that these were not already 

cleaned earlier in the year. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request areas to be deep cleansed, if not done earlier in the year 

 

G Email in relation to the Church Hall: 

“I dare say you've noticed the very decayed state of the stonework on St Swithun's church hall (Apple Café), 

and that there was a collapse of some masonry last week, with rather a large element (the size of a 

grapefruit or thereabouts) falling onto the pavement!  You can still see the residue on the ground. 

Of course the church doesn't really have budget to address this serious issue of the poor condition of this 

building, and so I've offered to take on the restoration of the masonry work on the church hall as a 

benevolent project. 

So the purpose of this email is just to make you aware of this fact, in case it's of interest to the parish 

council - since I suppose it's something that all Kennington folk can take an interest in.  The plan is still 

crystallising, but essentially I'm thinking I'll do a fully-scaffolded inspection of all the stonework at some 

point (I'm thinking early summer), during which time my helper and I can take all the information we need 

and also then put a faculty consent application together.  Then we can produce the replacement stonework 

as and when the diary permits, and install it as a series of mini-projects over the next couple of/few years. 

Do let me know if there's anything else you'd like to know/say/ask/offer regarding this project.  At any rate 

you're in the loop now,”. 

H Email to advise that community litter picks can be organised again: 

“Dear Towns and Parishes,  
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As many of you will be aware, our litter picking services have been suspended for some time. We now have 

an update so please read the message below for more information for yourselves and to be circulated to 

your residents where needed:  

Although we work hard to keep our public spaces clear of litter, we know that many residents enjoy doing 

their part in keeping their community clear by litter picking and for that we thank you.  

In light of the recent government roadmap out of lockdown, we are making plans to reopen our 

community litter picking services in the near future.  

We are hoping the first booking will be available from 29 March, or when the country meets the steps 

needed for this stage of the road map. Through this service you’ll be able to borrow litter picking 

equipment and bin bags, and we can arrange for our waste contractors to take away any litter you collect 

at pre-arranged times. 

If you’re planning to use our service to do your community litter pick then please read the information and 

use the booking form on our web pages using the link below and we’ll take it from there. 

Whichever way you decide to do your litter pick please stay safe – please don’t litter pick by busy roads and 

please follow the guidance from Keep Britain Tidy - and their advice about litter picking and COVID-19 

safety advice.” 

There has also been an offer to borrow sign cleaning equipment, so that traffic signs can be cleaned at the 

same time. There has been a suggestion from member of public of Sunday 6th June, as this is within the 

Great British Spring Clean event.  

457.20 It was resolved that the parish council will hold a community litter pick on 6th June 2021 and request to 

borrow the sign cleaning equipment as well. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request to borrow litter picking and sign cleaning equipment on 6th June and advertise date 

for Community Litter Pick. 

 

I Email received from resident re. graffiti in the playhouse at The Links: 

“I'm a Kennington resident and took my little one to the playground at Playfield today. There's some 

graffiti inside the little play hut that I think really ought to be removed. I wonder whether you may be able 

to arrange this at all? Wasn't sure who to contact but after asking on Kennington Connected on Facebook 

someone passed me your details.” 

The Village Warden has cleaned this off. 

J Village Warden advised that there is a leak at the water supply at the war memorial. Cllr. Charlett will 

investigate this. 

K Letter received from resident in appreciation of the war memorial garden and to thank all those involved.  

458.20 Following a discussion, it was agreed that Rosey Hollinrake will be asked to continue to maintain the 

flower beds at the war memorial. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and 

agreed by the majority. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Rosey Hollinrake and companies who had been contacted to provide a quotation. 

 

L Email request re. Kennington Strollers: 

“We have all had an awful year with much isolation and loneliness for many older people. Most of our 

village activities are still closed such as the Apple Café and other groups and societies. 

However, I was thinking about re-launching the Kennington Strollers in May or June and have been in 

contact with the relevant officer at the Vale of White Horse to discuss this idea (Ashley Chapman). He has 

advised that the timing may well be just right, he is aware of a new Rambler’s Walking for Wellbeing 
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scheme which we could be part of, with our Strollers walking group. This would hopefully provide the group 

with some third party insurance to cover the volunteers and myself. 

I am thinking of using the Playing field again (at Playfield Road) and will possibly organise the walks for 

Wednesday afternoons. I have sounded out a few people who may be interested to start short walks again. 

My plan is to operate in a Covid safe way probably limiting the group to just six walkers (rule of six) and 

asking everyone to walk at a social distance of 2m, in pairs. I am not providing refreshments this time so 

won’t need access to the kitchen at the Pavilion, but I would like to use some chairs which can be used 

after the walk outside for some social time, again at a social distance from each other. I will make some 

signs to prevent other people using the chairs whilst walkers are walking. 

My request therefore is would I be able to access the Pavilion to take some chairs outside? To allow for 

helpers and walkers I would probably need 10 chairs. I will undertake to wipe down the chairs before and 

after the walks, and ensure that people claim a chair and keep to using that particular chair on arrival. As 

my target group is still older people and people with mobility and long term health problems, most of these 

people will have had both their vaccinations by May or June. 

Can you run this idea past the Parish Council and tell me if they might be agreeable to weekly access to the 

chairs inside the Pavilion, preferably for free? Our group has no funding and I know in the past the Parish 

Council has kindly offered a grant to pay for hiring the pavilion for the group but that isn’t needed this 

time, as we shall stay outdoors to be Covid safe. 

Of course I don’t know what the position is with regard to the demolition and re-building of the Pavilion; 

where is that project at? 

Looking forward to hearing from you with (hopefully) approval to the use of the chairs outdoors near to the 

Pavilion. I am happy to have a key to access the Pavilion, or if preferred, I am happy for a Parish Councillor 

to open and lock the doors again for us, whichever is best? I would need to access the pavilion at least half 

an hour before we walk to wipe down the chairs. So the timing would be 1.30pm until 3.30pm, with 

walking between 2 – 3pm.” 

459.20 It was resolved that the council is happy for the Kennington Strollers to borrow the chairs from the 

pavilion, provided that an adequate risk assessment is undertaken in relation to Covid-19. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for Kennington Strollers to borrow the chairs from Playfield Rd pavilion  

 

M Email from Youth Club Treasurer: 

“There is some graffiti on the west wall of the youth club building. I have heard that the parish warden has 

tried to clean it off, and would like to thank him for his efforts, and enquire if there is anything I can do to 

help, or any materials which would improve the situation. 

Could you please pass on my thanks to him, and pass on this request.” 

It was suggested that the graffiti may come off using a pressure washer. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Suggest that the graffiti may come off with a pressure washer. 

 

Continuing issues 

N Clerk wrote to Chancellor’s Estate Agents in relation to the ‘Sold’ signs outside Bartlett House, 115 

Kennington Road, which have been in situ for several months. Response received: 

“We understand the perspective of the local residents. The boards are removed when each sale goes 

through. Sadly the sales of all properties at the moment are rather slow! I would expect the boards will go 

over the course of the next couple of months when the sales complete.” 

460.20 It was resolved that, as some of the flats are now occupied, the clerk would request that these signs are 

removed. 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Request that the signs for the occupied flats are removed. 

O Clerk emailed Waste Management Team to raise the issue about queuing traffic along Old Abingdon Road, 

and asking whether the recycling centre could use the park & ride and traffic lights for queuing. This 

system has now been reintroduced. 

P Clerk wrote to the Headteacher at St Swithun’s School in relation to children climbing on the war 

memorial, anti-littering posters and to pass on information about the lateral flow testing kits. Reply 

received: 

“I am sorry to hear about children climbing on the war memorial.  As you say, we are unable to control the 

children's behaviour outside school.  However, our golden rule is 'We act with courtesy, consideration and 

respect at all times.'  I often remind the children that this applies all the time, everywhere, so of course I 

will have a talk with them about this.  Do you have any information about when the incident(s) happened 

and how many times, please? 

Regarding the posters, that's a brilliant idea and I'm sure we could help with this.  Could you give us a date 

by which the posters need to be ready, please?  How many would you like? 

As for the home testing kits, I completely agree that this doesn't seem to have been at all well publicised 

and in fact already had this information ready to send out on our next newsletter.  This will be sent out in 

the next day or two.” 

Clerk advised that the children were seen climbing on the war memorial after school during the first week 

back after lockdown. 

461.20 It was agreed that the council will suggest running a competition with a £10 book token as the prize for 

the best poster in each year group. These posters will then be used throughout the village. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Reply to Mrs Atkinson with suggestion for the competition for littering posters. 

 

Q Clerk is now in contact with the correct department at SSEN and has requested an unmetered connection 

at Forest Side for a CCTV camera using the electricity supply from a lamppost and is awaiting the cost of 

this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up cost from SSEN if not received. 

 

R Clerk obtained two additional quotations for repairing the bollards at the war memorial, which have been 

forwarded on to the insurance company. The insurance company would like to use Alex Wenham to 

undertake this work. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for the bollards to be repaired and request that the insurance company pays Alex 

Wenham directly. 

 

S Clerk reported lampposts on Grundy Crescent on Fix My Street. OCC advised that the contractors would 

aim to repair these within 7 working days.  

T Response received from Oxfordshire County Council in relation to the request for bollards to be installed 

on Bagley Wood Rd near the entrance to the woods:  

“Thank you for your report. The Oxfordshire County Council policy for the installation of street furniture 

(bollards) can be found at - www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/street-maintenance-

z/street-furniture - the installation of the bollards and their future maintenance would therefore require 

third party funding.” 

462.20 It was resolved that the clerk will obtain quotations for this and add to the agenda for the May meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request quotations to install bollards on Bagley Wood Rd and add to the agenda for May. 
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U Report from Oxfordshire County Council in response to concerns about pedestrian and cyclist safety along 

Sandford Lane: 

“Thank you for your report and suggestions, having visited site we agree that a measure to ensure drivers 

are aware of the presence of pedestrians and cyclist is needed here. Therefore, we have now added the 

installation of a warning sign for both pedestrians and cyclists into our programme.” 

V Clerk reported that the Kennington Road sign is still missing. 

   

463.20 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   

Grant Requests  

None 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

A OALC – letter from the government to confirm that virtual meetings will not be permitted after 7 May 

2021  

B Vale of White Horse District Council – Request to check Register of Interests – link sent to councillors to 

check their details   

C Oxford Green Belt Network – request to renew membership at a cost of £15 

464.20 It was agreed that the council would renew its membership with the Oxford Green Belt Network. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew membership with Oxford Green Belt Network 

 

Correspondence for information 

D TTRO (T8570) Temporary Road Closure on Simpsons Way Cancelled  

E South and Vale District Councils – Councils agree to develop a joint South and Vale Local Plan 

F OALC – Invitation to webinar on crisis communications for town and parish councils 

G Invitation to River Thames Society AGM – forwarded to councillors 

H Thames Valley Police – Restart and Relaunch for Community Speedwatch in 2021 

 

465.20 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 March 2021 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £68,832.60 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £85,000.00 

Total £239.268.79 

 
Income received in March 

 
 
 
 
 

Direct debits to be paid in April 

Invoice No.     Power to Act 
 

031/2020 Wolvercote Cricket Club 
Deposit for 5 sets of Playfield Rd pavilion & gate keys 

£200.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Rd pavilion (£55.00), Forest Side 
pavilion (£44.07) and war memorial (£84.37) - Q4 

£183.44 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

War Memorials Act 
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Accounts to be paid in April 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total to be transferred in April £6,258.73. 
 
466.20 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
467.20 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Baggott and voted unanimously. 

1923 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

001 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for March less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,176.52 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

002 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for March less tax 

£355.13 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

003 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£294.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

004 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for March 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

005 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting in March 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

006 Mr C Charlett 
Chairman’s allowance Q1 

£145.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

007 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
OALC membership 2021/22 

£833.12 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

008 Office Depot International (UK) Ltd. 
Printer ink x2, labels (21 per sheet) & blue A4 paper 

£59.95 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

009 Amazon UK 
Keyboard drawer for clerk’s desk 

£15.59 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

010 River Thames Society 
Annual membership fee 2021 

£15.00 General Power of 
Competence 

011 Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 
OPFA annual membership 2021/22 

£74.00 General Power of 
Competence 

012 Community First Oxfordshire 
CFO annual membership 2021/22 

£70.00 General Power of 
Competence 

013 Marie Curie 
Grant awarded at March 2021 meeting – minute no’s 
406.20 & 407.20 

£25.00 General Power of 
Competence 

014 Mrs R L Brown 
Zoom Pro account for March/April (£14.39); Buzz 
Network Virtual Landline for April (£7.96) 

£22.35 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

 

015 Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 
WordPress website training webinar for clerk 

£36.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

016 Mr N Robins 
Materials for replacement scorebox floor at Playfield Rd 

£58.58 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

017 Stanhope Wilkinson Associates 
Additional architect fees following submission of full 
planning application for Playfield Rd pavilion project 

£2,640.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

018 Dataprint 

10x Best Garden Competition poster printing A4 colour 

£9.60 General Power of 
Competence 
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468.20 The annual governance statements for 2020/21 (Section 1 of the AGAR) were agreed. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham seconded by Cllr. Cobb  and agreed unanimously. 
 

469.20 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 The draft Planning Committee meeting minutes of 23 March 2021 were noted. 

 

470.20 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 

 The draft Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes of 17 March 2021 were noted. 

 

471.20 SOLAR LIGHTING FOR ALLEYWAYS 

472.20 Following receipt of information from a member of public, it was agreed that the LED solar streetlights 

were not affordable and that most people using the footpaths would have a mobile phone with a torch. All 

existing streetlights in Kennington will be replaced with LED over the next few years. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform member of the public of the council’s decision. 

 

473.20 REPLACEMENT VILLAGE FLAG 

474.20 It was resolved that the council would purchase one new Kennington flag for outside the village centre 

from Newton Newton flags. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Order replacement Kennington flag from Newton Newton 

 

475.20 MEETING SCHEDULE FOR MAY AND JUNE 

476.20 It was agreed that from 7th May, parish council meetings will resume face-to-face and will need to take 

place in the main hall until social distancing measures are no longer needed. A virtual Annual Parish 

Meeting will take place on 21st April. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Book village hall for meetings from May onwards and undertake risk assessment. 

 

477.20 PICNIC BENCH FOR FOREST SIDE PLAYING FIELD 

478.20 It was resolved that the council would purchase the black picnic bench from British Recycled Plastics. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Order picnic bench for Forest Side and request quotation for its installation 

 

479.20 PLAYFIELD ROAD PAVILION PLANNING APPLICATION 

480.20 It was agreed that the council will move the building 2m north away from the boundary with the 

memorial field. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Planning Officer and architect of the council’s decision. 

 

481.20 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

482.20 Cllr. Sylvia Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 There have been lots of Covid vaccination clinics but there are none this week. The PPG extends its thanks 

to all the volunteers who have helped these clinics run smoothly. The CQC will be holding virtual and in-

person visits and Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham has been asked to attend. Healthwatch have conducted a review 

of the health centre websites in the county and found that most of them are fairly terrible. If you have any 

feedback on how the website could be better, please pass this on to Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham. The next PPG 

meeting will take place on 22nd April. 
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483.20 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

484.20 Cllr. Patterson – There is a house on Upper Road which has built a 6-foot fence adjacent to the highway 

but did not have permission to do this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report this to the Planning Enforcement Team 

 

485.20 Cllr. Ms. Jempson has received comments from residents in relation to a proposed 20mph limit and have 

requested that this is implemented on Sandford Lane. 

486.20 Cllr. Cobb reported that he has seen two electric scooters on the road in Kennington. This is currently 

against the law in Kennington, but no-one seems to be policing this and young people without helmets 

have been seen using the electric scooters on the road. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Pass this information on to the PCSO. 

 

487.20 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston 

 “It has only been possible to produce this report today because I wished to report on the extraordinary 

meeting of the County Council yesterday.  The meeting overran heavily which left me with an 

exceptionally crowded schedule of the rest of the day, including helping a local charity which I had 

promised to support. 

The meeting yesterday had been called because of widespread concern across the Council (including 

members of the ruling Alliance) about a bungled retendering of the civil parking contract in Oxford.  The 

process had been so poor that the Council had been sued by the loosing contractor and had settled out of 

court for damages of £1 million and legal costs of £600,000.  The key purpose of the meeting was to 

discuss a motion from my Group which asked to strengthen the role of the Audit and Governance 

Committee in achieving transparency and good governance in general and on tendering in particular.  The 

motion was amended slightly but then passed nem con.  However the following points should noted: - 

1.  Nobody has admitted responsibility, apologised or expressed regret for what has happened. 

2.  There were systemic failings in communications between Officers and Cabinet Members, and I for one 

am not completely satisfied that this has been completely rectified. 

3.  Under a constitution (since amended) it was possible for an Officer to sign off a payment of £1.6 million 

in respect of a legal case without any reference to a Member! 

4.  It is still not clear which Cabinet Member or Members had ultimate responsibility for what happened. 

5.  Only one Cabinet Member spoke yesterday (David Bartholomew) who claimed he had not been told 

about the Officer signing off the £1.6 million and he said something like "I could not know something I had 

not been told".” 

 
488.20 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Cllrs. Lugova and Johnston 

1. “We are following up Lodge Hill consultation as quite a few Kennington (and Radley) residents sent 
their comments to OCC. Still waiting for update from OCC team.  

2. The first phase of leisure centre opening from 12 April: White Horse Leisure Centre will be fully 
opened for all range of activities and for normal hours. It’s the only leisure centre in the Vale which 
will be fully opened from 12th April. The rest of DC leisure centres will be opened partly or keep closed 
for some time.  

3. Public testing roll-out. The government has just announced that everyone over the age of 18 will be 
able to get twice-weekly at-home covid tests. We’ve been expecting and preparing for the community 
collect testing system to be expanded and are adapting plans to meet the additional demand the 
announcement will generate. We’ll have more detail on how this will work in Oxfordshire soon.  
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4. Test and Trace £500 payments. The government recently expanded the scheme to pay £500 to 
eligible people who lose income having been told to self-isolate through the Covid test and trace 
system – it now includes eligible parents and guardians who lose income if their kids are sent home 
from school due to positive cases among students or staff. A revised application form will be available 
on our website soon – there had been some delays while the government developed a process to 
address the data protection issues around schools confirming details of children who have been sent 
home.  

5. Transportation Grant Scheme. Government funding available for voluntary and community 
organisations to help with the costs of arranging and providing Covid-safe transportation for 
residents.  Groups can receive funding of between £1,000 - £15,000 and it can go on revenue costs like 
paying for petrol as well as capital costs like PPE supplies or wear and tear on vehicles.  The deadline 
to apply is Friday 14 May. For more information, please contact grants@southandvale.gov.uk  

6. Restart Grants is due to start. The Restart Grant is a one-off grant for rate paying businesses that 
predominantly deliver in-person services for the general public.  The grant will pay up to £6,000 for 
non-essential retail businesses, and up to £18,000 for hospitality businesses, accommodation, leisure, 
personal care and gym or sport business premises.  Businesses can sign up to the newsletter 
here.  Once the scheme is available, the applications will be open until 30 June 2021 and final 
payments will be made by 31 July 2021. “ 

 
489.20 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 20’s Plenty for Oxfordshire; bollards on Bagley Wood Road 
 
490.20 ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS - None 
 

Meeting closed at 8:59 pm. 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 

mailto:grants@southandvale.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-youre-eligible-for-a-coronavirus-restart-grant
https://www.svbs.co.uk/
https://www.svbs.co.uk/

