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New issues during month 

A Telephone call received from resident to advise that four concrete lorries drove through Kennington during the 
school run for the development site on The Avenue. The resident has spoken with the developer, who has agreed 
that he will do his best to ask delivery drivers to come through Radley and to avoid school drop off / pick up 
times. There have also been issues with vehicles parking on the pavement outside the site, blocking the 
pavement for children walking to the bus stop at Manor Grove.  

B Complaints have been received about the junction between Simpsons Way and The Avenue, as it is difficult to 
see due to the long grass of the ‘wilded’ verges. Clerk has been in contact with the contractor to ensure that 
vision splays and a 1m strip along the kerb edge are cut. 

C Clerk has updated the Freedom of Information Publication Scheme and added the document to the website and 
Village Hall noticeboard.  

D Request received for Kennington Parish Council to support residents with purchasing Radley Great Wood for a 
Community Wood: 
“We are contacting you about Radley Large Wood.  
As you may have heard, Radley Large Wood, which has historically been privately owned, was put up for sale on 
1st June. https://www.adkin.co.uk/property/radley-large-wood-radley-ox14/ 
The wood is a treasured part of both Radley and Kennington communities and we want to ensure that it does not 
get purchased by anyone who might build on it or destroy it in some way. So there is now a community 
movement of local people from both villages who are keen to find a way to preserve the wood as a bio-diverse 
and much loved community ancient woodland. 
A Facebook page has been set up called “Friends of Radley Large Wood” and we have also formed a committee of 
interested people who have begun to meet to explore possibilities and make plans. At the moment, we are 
exploring options of asking organisations like OPT and The Woodland Trust to purchase and manage the land, but 
if they decline, other options to own the wood as a community may be possible. 
Here is the link to it: https://www.facebook.com/groups/818902028764062/?ref=share   
Please do join it if you would like to. 
Last Wednesday we had our first online meeting of the group. Several members of the group are talking with 
various organisations about the possibility of them buying the wood or buying it with the support of 
the Community. The meeting was attended by a number of people from Kennington who suggested that as the 
woodland adjoins Kennington Memorial Field and is enjoyed by so many Kennington residents, it would be a good 
idea to also contact a representative of Kennington Parish Council with the view of them working alongside 
Radley Parish Council and Friends of Radley Wood to help support the project. 
We want to sound out whether you and KCC would be amenable to possibly provide some financial support to the 
endeavour and/or be involved in some way? 
If you would like to discuss this further please do let us know. Although we are still in the initial stages and will 
know more soon, we would like to let you know about our plans and to find out if Kennington Parish Council are 
willing to support the community in this project. We understand that Kennington is soon due to lose its 
community woodland, Kendall Copse, at the north of the village, so we thought that perhaps saving this beloved 
ancient woodland for the residents of Kennington to enjoy into the future might be a way of making up for this 
loss. 
Many thanks and we look forward to hearing from you.” 

E Resident reported that footpath no. 2 between Kennington Road and Rowles Close is becoming very overgrown 
with weeds and overhanging branches from neighbouring properties. The fence is also still leaning in at the 
Rowles Close end, making it feel very cramped. Clerk reported this to Oxfordshire County Council via Fix My 
Street. 

F Email received from new Communications Officer at Eynsham Parish Council, requesting details of how the 
council communicates with residents. Clerk advised that the council uses the monthly village newsletter, posters 
on noticeboards, the website and Facebook page.  

G Resident queried if the parish council will be organising another defibrillator workshop, when Covid-19 
restrictions allow.  

H Email from Active Places Data Platform requesting information about Forest Side and Playfield Rf playing fields. 
Clerk corrected the information that was held and passed on the additional details as requested.  

I Email received from resident of The Avenue: 
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“I writing to report a particular lorry that has driven through the village past my house 5 times already today 
obviously taking no notice of the signs at the Oxford end of the village. The company in question is RJS Stallwood 
& Co which appear to be removing waste I would think from the Redrow site. 
At the time of writing this email the lorry has just 14.35 driven back passed my house on the Avenue travelling 
towards Oxford full with ground waste at speed which would be dangerous at any time of the day. I have noticed 
several construction lorries travelling through the village first thing in the morning but over the last 12 months 
nothing during the day. I just wondered if someone should call the company in question ?” 

I Email received from residents in relation to benches: 
“There is a lovely, large newish bench up at the Playfield Road pavilion with a plaque that says, 'in recognition of 
all that you do for Kennington Cricket Club' ... but there is no acknowledgement of the person who you are 
recognising!  Shouldn't the plaque honour the person.  People would want to know who the bench is for. 
I see from the latest Parish Council notes that the PCC is considering putting a bench in honour of Trevor Cowlett 
and Dr Strode at the top of Manor Grove.  Is it just one bench?  Neither of these two gentlemen lived or worked 
up at that end of the village and I would have thought it would be lovely to have the bench for Trevor as the 
seating in the bus stop at the bottom of Kenville Road.  He spent many, many hours there because he used the 
bus all the time when he was well.  He didn't drive.  A bench on the verge somewhere near Strode Court would be 
a better place for the one to honour Dr Strode. 
These are just my thoughts and maybe you can share them with the PCC.” 

J Email received from Small World Nursery: 
“Small World put on a summer show every year, except of course last year.  We didn’t think we would be able to 
go ahead with the show this year, but fortunately have been able to organise it for the children and parents.  I am 
very sorry to give you short notice but it will be on Friday 25th June, starting at 4pm.  We anticipate that there 
will be more traffic and cars parking for that afternoon. 
This is the first time I have had any involvement and I wondered if you can advise if I should contact anyone else 
to let them know about our plans?” 
Clerk suggested letting their neighbours know, putting something in the Kennington Chronicle and on Facebook. 

K Resident reported that vehicles relating to the construction site at 187 The Avenue are causing damage to the 
footpath outside the site, which is a trip hazard. Clerk reported to Oxfordshire County Council on Fix My Street.  

L Copy of emails received from resident to Redrow in relation to signage attached to lampposts in Kennington and 
Radley: 
“I was extremely angry this morning that Redrow, having received the email below from Mr Tim Shickle at 
Oxfordshire County Council, there had been blatant disregard and further “garage” signs attached to lampposts 
throughout Kennington and Radley. 
Tax payers money will now be used by Oxford County Council, Radley and Kennington Parish Council to tidy up the 
matter on your behalf. 
Please provide reassurance to all here that we will not see any further repeats of such signage. 
On a second matter, the ongoing terrible state of the Kennington Road from Sugworth Lane to Sandford Lane.  
The verges are all churned up, there is rework just left, there are cables part dragged through the ground with 
barriers.  The area has been in this absolute MESS since at least November 2020.   
You perpetual excuse of SSE is rather tiresome as having built thousands of houses, you are well aware of the lead 
time to engage with SSE and have the financial means to be able to influence.  Planning permission was obtained 
back in 2018 and it was known from that point the road and lighting needed attention. 
As for being good and considerate neighbours and raising the tone of the area, we beg to differ on that point.  
The standards required for our neighbourhood are still clearly aspirational for Redrow and we are pleased to be 
setting you a bench-mark.” 
Further email sent to Cllr. Johnston: 
“There are “garage” signs littered all along the Kennington Road from the Ring Road junction, outside Kennington 
Post Office, outside St Swithuns School, at the top of Manor Grove, at Middle Grove, outside Radley College, along 
Whites Lane, and the roundabout at the top of Audlett Drive. 
There is also a yellow previous “garage” sign hanging off signage as you take exit road from ring road (east side) 
into Kennington. 
This is quite an exercise for the Council to remove and surely it can be passed to Redrow to do or at least cross 
charged to them. 
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It again is quite onerous use of Parish Clerk time have to report them all on Fix my Street. 
Please let us know what action that OCC and Parish Councils will be taking and how this may be permanently 
stopped.  This is Phase 2 launch with phase 3 and phase 4 still to go and another two years of Redrow.  We have 
not seen this behaviour from Pye Homes fortunately.” 

M Phone call from resident to advise that the cows had escaped from the memorial field into the playing field. Clerk 
contacted the agent, who advised that someone had broken the gate and this had been reported this morning, 
but she would contact the farmer to check that the cattle had been returned to the memorial field. 

N Email received regarding Cranbrook Drive: 
“Having recently visited my elderly parents, 96 and 90 in Cranbrook Dr I was horrified at the state of the 
pavement ( my mother has to walk in the road because it safer ) the road and kerbs are dreadful, the weeds are 
up to my knees. 
There is going to be a nasty trip accident there, something desperately needs to be done.” 

 

Continuing issues 

O Clerk contacted Oxford Bus Company to request that the 35 bus resumes stopping outside the Westgate. 
Response received: 
“Thank you for your email and for your feedback concerning the stopping arrangements for the 35 route. 
I have passed the details to our City35 Route Manager who has confirmed that for the time being the stopping 
arrangements will remain the same. This issue has been raised with the Council in the past who are trying to 
minimise the number of buses stopping at the Castle Street/Norfolk Street bus stops. This will be mentioned 
again in the next periodical meeting. 
Thank you once again for bringing your concerns to our attention.” 
Clerk requested confirmation whether it was the city or county council that had concerns about the buses and 
OBC confirmed that the bus stops in the city centre are owned and operated by Oxford City Council.  

P Email received from resident: 
“This is to ask if you could contact our local community police office concerning a vehicle that had been parked 
on Upper Road for the last 6 weeks , partly on the road and verge , just past Forest Side . It is a black Mitsubishi 
Pick Up ,  DY55DYP. It is untaxed, no m.o.t. and therefore uninsured . I have reported it to DVLA about a week 
ago , but nothing seems to have changed . I am not a busy body about it , but it is on the brow of the small hill 
there , and has caused quite a few near misses as it reduces the visibility  for other cars ... Thank you if you can 
get some movement on this.” 

Q Resident reported that the yellow oil container is still on the corner of Upper Road. Clerk reported this again on 
Fix My Street and followed it up with an email to the Waste Team who apologised that it had not yet been 
cleared away: 
“We have contacted our contractors about this, a worksheet was arranged at the time to deal with this but it 
seems it didn’t happen.  We have requested this is cleared as soon as possible.” 

                                                                                 


