
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
13 May 2021 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Gelder  Cllr. Smith 

Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Ms. Jempson   Cllr. Mrs. New Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles Cllr. Russell 

       

In Attendance:  District Councillor Diana Lugova and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

The Chairman requested a moment of reflection in remembrance of Trevor Cowlett and Dr Strode, who passed 

away recently. 

 

1.21 ELECT CHAIRMAN and sign the declaration of acceptance of office 

Cllr. Charlett was nominated by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Smith and elected unopposed.   He thanked 

the members of the Parish Council and signed the declaration of office. 

 

2.21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Feather 

3.21 The council approved a period of absence of 6 months because of illness for Cllr. Feather so that the 
Council may continue to enjoy the benefit of his expertise and experience while he is unable to attend 
meetings. This dispensation may be extended by further periods of 6 months and will be reviewed in 
November 2021. 

 

4.21 ELECT VICE-CHAIRMAN  

Cllr. Cobb was nominated by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Charlett and elected unopposed.  

 

5.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

6.21 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

7.21 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The parish council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 8 April 2021 as a true record. It was 

noted that the leisure centres have not yet fully opened, as was reported by the district councillors. 

 

8.21 APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES AND SIGNATORIES FOR CHEQUES  

It was agreed that the following would be appointed to the committees and outside bodies.  

9.21 COMMITTEES   

10.21 1. Finance Committee - The whole council 

2. Planning Committee - Cllrs. Charlett, Feather, Gelder, Ms. Jempson, Mrs. New, Patterson, Powles, 

Smith 

3. Playing Fields Committee - Cllrs. Feather, Mrs. Buckingham, Charlett, Smith, Russell, Patterson plus 

representatives from Football Club (2), Cricket Club (3) and member of the public (1) 

4. Personnel Committee – Cllrs. Charlett, Johnston, Mrs. Buckingham, Patterson, Cobb and Baggott 

11.21 OUTSIDE BODIES 

1. Village Hall Management Committee - Cllr. Charlett 

2. Youth Club – Cllr. Feather 

3. Patient Participation Group – Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham 

4. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) – Cllr. Patterson and one vacancy 

5. Friends of Kennington Library – Vacant 
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6. Scouts and Cubs – Cllr. Cobb 

12.21 CHEQUE SIGNATORIES 

Four signatories for the bank accounts - Cllrs. Baggott, Charlett, Patterson and Cobb were approved.   

13.21 All the above committee members were proposed by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and all 

elected unopposed. 

 

14.21 REPORT OF THE CLERK  

New issues during the month  

A Phone call from resident regarding the Redrow development, confirming that the yellow and black signs in 

Kennington and Radley were not permitted, but these should now all have been removed and replaced 

with AA signs, which have the agreement of Oxfordshire County Council. A complaint has been lodged 

with the Local Government Ombudsman in relation to the Vale Planning Enforcement Team’s 

enforcement of the Redrow Traffic Management Plan. Heavy goods vehicles have still been driving 

through Kennington to deliver materials to the Redrow site and being turned away. Construction of phase 

2 has now started, so these breaches need to be reported to the Planning Enforcement Team, with 

photographic evidence, if possible. Further emails have been received in relation to construction traffic 

driving through Kennington for the Pye Homes and Redrow developments. 

15.21 It was agreed that the clerk will ask residents to report any Redrow or Pye Homes construction traffic 

driving through Kennington to the Planning Enforcement Team or via the clerk. The clerk will publicise this 

on the website, Facebook and the Kennington Chronicle. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask residents to report breaches of the Construction Traffic Management Plan to the 

Planning Enforcement Team 

 

B Email received from resident: 

“I am concerned there are a number of ash tree that have Ash dieback on the boundary of the memorial 

field, the playing field, the boundary of Bagley wood road, Woodcroft, Bagley close, Coley wood and forest 

side. As this effect the root system as well as the top of the trees . which this puts them of high risks of 

falling in windy in conditions. This can take effect in a short space of time. The adjacent land owners should 

be notified that it is their responsibility to see that the trees are in a safe condition.” (sic). 

16.21 The council resolved to write to St. John’s College in relation to the trees in Bagley Wood and to Oxford 

Preservation Trust regarding the trees in the memorial field.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to St John’s College and OPT in relation to the ash trees which need some attention. 

 

C Email received from The Circuit to advise that the database from South Central Ambulance Service of 

defibrillators will no longer be in use from 15th June 2021 and all the defibrillators will need re-registering 

with the new system.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Register Kennington’s defibrillators with The Circuit 

 

D Email received from resident: 

“Just passing on our support for the 20s plenty and wilding of the verges that was mentioned in the last 

chronicle parish council matters. 

It's been nice seeing all the extra people walking, running and cycling around the village during the 

pandemic, so any support towards continuing that friendly environment is great.”. 
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E Email received: 

“I have begun a business as a life coach based in Kennington. I want to lead small Wellness walks in Bagley 

woods and by the river and I will be taking small groups of Yoga in the forest. I wanted to know what the 

rules were around this and if there's something that I need to take care of in advance to make sure that all 

is above board. 

 Any advice would be much appreciated” 

Clerk advised that Bagley Wood is owned by St John’s College and the water meadows are owned by 

Oxford Preservation Trust. 

F Phone calls from residents in relation to dogs being out of control at Playfield Rd playing field, getting into 

the play area and urinating in the sand pit. There was a gap in the fence, which has been temporarily fixed. 

It was queried whether there could be a self-closer installed on the gate at The Links, as the other 

playgrounds in the village have them. Another suggestion was that all dogs in the field must be on a lead 

between 1 April – 30 September, as at beach locations in the UK. 

17.21 It was resolved that a gate closer cannot be installed on the gate at The Links due to the structure of the 

gate and a large spring would risk fingers getting trapped. The council has installed signs recently asking 

people to keep their dogs under control. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident of the council’s decision. 

 

G The flower basket from the Kennington sign closest to the Upper Road mini roundabout is missing. Clerk 

has alerted the PCSO and added a post on Kennington Connected to ask for people to come forward with 

any information. This has now been reinstated – it had been found by a resident lying in some bushes. 

H Email received in relation to the number of cattle in the memorial field, as there appear to be several 

more than usual. Clerk contacted OPT to query this. A response was received from the agent who advised 

that “There is a few more than there has been in previous years, however we are repairing the fencing at 

OPTs large field at Kennington across the railway this week.  Following this there will be a better balance 

between the two and less cattle at the memorial field. I will keep you updated once the works is complete 

and the numbers confirmed.” 

I Email received from resident: 

“Sorry to bother you with this if it isn’t your area. 

I’m getting increasingly frustrated with the amount of times i have to slam my breaks on coming round the 

blind corner of upper road as i’m headed towards my home on Kenville road. 

Today, and all the times previous, the car coming the other way (which seems to think driving round a blind 

corner down the middle of the road is clever) has managed to dodge smashing into me. I would however 

rather like this to never happen again.  

Has it ever been considered to do anything about it, specially now there seems to often be a car parked 

right on the corner meaning a car one way or the other has to drive on the wrong side.  

I can’t imagine a mirror somewhere would stop people being lazy drivers but it would at least alert drivers 

of oncoming vehicles.  

In the ideal world a central reservation would be there to force people to keep to their side but i’m sure 

that won’t happen has heavy goods/emergency vehicles probably can’t access the turn. 

Maybe some double yellow lines around the corner to help as well. Driving through upper road is fast 

becoming a death trap with the amount of cars parking on corners, opposite junctions and at the top of 

slopes completely blocking views of oncoming traffic and forcing you out to the wrong side of the road. 

This is by no means a rant, something is going to happen sooner or later around that corner or on upper 

road right outside of Jackson Drive. I don’t want anyone injured or worse because someone couldn’t park 
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their car/van and extra 20 yards or so further down the road or because they can’t be bothered to stick to 

their lane. 

I was happy to see the speed check put up and while i don’t imagine this stops the people that speed along 

the road, it is at least a step in the right direction. 

Please let me know if there is anything i can do to help if that’s possible or if i’ve sent this to completely the 

wrong person.” (sic) 

18.21 It was resolved that the parish council will write to the owner of the blue vehicle that regularly parks near 

the corner, asking them to reconsider where they park. Oxfordshire County Council will not install a mirror 

on the highway, but the clerk will remind the Highways Team that the central white lines have not yet 

been repainted. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to owner of blue vehicle parked on the corner of Upper Road. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request that the white lines are repainted on the corner of Upper Road. 

 

J Email received from resident: 

“I was wondering whether the council could look into providing some recycling points for 'hard to recycle' 

items, e.g. crisp packets, plastic bags, baby food pouches. I have seen that Terracycle will collect for free: 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB It would be good to know which waste stream would be most 

impactful to collect in the village - ideally it would be good to run a small survey about residents' needs. I 

am happy to set up a Survey Monkey form to be advertised in the Chronicle / on Kennington Connected FB 

group. 

Alternatively, given that the baby and toddler group is back up and running in the Village Centre it might 

be good to start with a baby food pouch collection box in or just outside the Village Centre as a pilot?” 

19.21 It was agreed that the council will ask the resident to conduct the survey to see if there is a need for a 

baby food pouch collection point. Unfortunately, not all the schemes are available in Kennington, for 

example, crisp packet recycling, as there are already existing recycling points in Oxford and Abingdon. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask resident to conduct survey to ascertain whether there is a need for a baby food pouch 

recycling point in Kennington. 

 

K Email received from resident: 

“I am becoming increasingly annoyed by parking in Kennington. Namely at the Kennington Road ends of 

Edward Road and Kenville Road plus the stretch outside Avicenna Pharmacy, village hall and Co-op. 

In the two former instances there are zig zag lines to denote no parking in the close vicinity of a junction 

(recently repainted) and the double yellow lines outside the Pharmacy. It is very obvious why people park 

there (the proximity to shops, hairdresser etc) but it is becoming increasingly dangerous. It is simple 

enough to obey the signs for most of us, but for some it would appear to be beyond their comprehension. 

Parking on double yellows surely attracts a penalty if it were to be policed! 

I would have thought that our PCSO could deal with this, as indeed I will by writing to the Police. However, I 

would much prefer that the PC considers my points and the complaint (or request) comes collectively from 

them. It would carry much greater weight than a sole complaint from a resident. 

What do you think?” 

20.21 It was resolved that the council will take no action, as the decriminalisation of parking is due later this 

year. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident that parking decriminalisation should be agreed later in the year. 
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L Freedom of Information request received in relation to littering and fly tipping. Clerk responded on behalf 

of the council. 

M Fasthosts domain name is due for renewal this month. The clerk’s 25GB mailbox has been cancelled as this 

is no longer required as the email has been set up using the Gmail account. This appears to have resolved 

the winmail issue. The clerk offered to help the councillors set up their parish council email addresses 

again, if needed. 

 

Continuing issues  
N Update from Environmental Enforcement Officer in relation to one of the cars parked at Forest Side: 

“Further to your report of the above vehicle now being parked on Upper Road, the council is unable to 

assist as it is not deemed to be abandoned. 

As you are aware, I investigated the vehicle whilst it was parked in the car park at Forest Side. In this 

instance, as it was left on private land without the permission of the landowner, I was able to act. 

Following several contacts, the owner was served a notice to move the vehicle, which he has now done.  

As it is now parked on public highway and the owner is known it is not deemed to be abandoned. If you are 

concerned about the lack of MOT or nuisance parking, then this is a matter for the police. This can be 

reported at www.thamesvalley.police.uk or by calling 101 and speaking to the local neighbourhood team.” 

Clerk has reported this vehicle to the police, but the vehicle was still there yesterday. 

21.21 It was agreed that the Chairman will speak to PC Carl Bryant about this. 

O Update from architect in relation to the amended planning application for the pavilion project:  

“…we’re now a little more than halfway through amending a total of nine drawings, affected by the re-

positioning of the proposed pavilion, to move further away from particular Oak tree reference T10. 

The re-drawing exercise has taken around 20 working hours so far. 

We’ll press on and hopefully we’ll be able to issue the full revised set in the course of next week.” 

 The revised drawings were sent to members of the Playing Fields Committee and no comments were 

received so these have been submitted to the Planning Officer. The neighbour and tree officer are being 

re-consulted, so the earliest a decision will be available is the beginning of June. The clerk has been 

investigating fundraising options and has a list of potential grant funding options.  

P Clerk and Chairman met with resident and tree surgeon in relation to the lime trees at Playfield Rd playing 

field, which are causing some problems to the neighbouring residents. The tree surgeon made two 

possible recommendations and provided a quotation for these. 

22.21 It was resolved that the clerk will obtain two further quotations for this work. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Bring two further quotations for the suggested work to the lime trees to the next meeting. 

 

Q Clerk contacted PCSO in relation to the e-scooters in Kennington and received some information which 

could be shared in the Kennington Chronicle, website and Facebook. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Share e-scooter information on Facebook, website and Kennington Chronicle 

 

R The clerk requested a quotation for fixing the slats on the bench on the corner of Manor Grove, however it 

was reported that the concrete is not in good enough condition so the slats cannot be replaced. 

23.12 It was agreed that the council will purchase a Forest Saver Surrey memorial bench for Trevor Cowlett and 

Dr Stroud. This was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. New seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted for by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase memorial bench for the corner of Manor Grove 
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24.21 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
A Enrych Oxfordshire has requested a grant towards their work with physically disabled adults across 

Oxfordshire.  

25.21 It was resolved that the council would approve a grant to Enrych Oxfordshire. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

26.21 A proposal was made to grant the sum of £100 by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Smith and voted for 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Enrych Oxfordshire of the council’s decision. 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

B CPRE – Oxfordshire Sewage Flooding Water Survey 2021 

27.21 It was resolved that Cllr. Cobb will help the clerk to complete this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Complete CPRE Sewage Flooding Water Survey with Cllr. Cobb. 

 

C South Oxfordshire CAMRA – Assets of Community Value (ACV) briefing note. Cllr. Cobb and the clerk 

attended the webinar on ACVs on 12 May 2021. 

28.21 It was agreed that the council will take no further action. 

D Carers Oxfordshire – request for press release and posters to be shared with the community 

29.21 It was resolved that the clerk will share this information on the website, Facebook and Kennington 

Chronicle. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Share information from Carers Oxfordshire on Facebook, website and Kennington Chronicle 

 

E CPRE Oxfordshire – Invitation to Annual General Meeting on Saturday 19 June 2021 at 10:30am (online) 

30.21 It was agreed that Cllr. Smith will attend. 

  

Correspondence for information  
F Vale of White Horse District Council – CIL receipts of £1,828.82 will be paid by the end of April 

G Community Enablement Team – Invitation to join the Assets of Community Value online event on 12 May 

2021 – forwarded to councillors 

H TTRO (T8949) Temporary Road Closure and No Waiting - Oxford, A40 Northern Bypass (Westbound only) 

8-20 August 2021 – forwarded to councillors and added to website and Facebook 

I Email received from Marie Curie to thank the council for the £25 grant in April. 

J RoSPA Play safety – Notification of play area inspections due to take place in July 

 

31.21 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 April 2021 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £113,503.79 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £85,000.00 

Total £283,939.98 
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Income received in April 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Direct debits to be paid in May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Two direct debit payments: 28/4/21 of £14.00 and 18/5/21 of £3.19 
 
Accounts to be paid in May 

Invoice No.     

 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Precept 2021-2022 (1st half) 

£48,535.00 

 HM Revenue & Customs 
VAT reclaim Q4 2020/21 

£749.54 

 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Kennington CIL Share 

£1,828.82 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Playfield Rd pavilion gas supply April 2021 

£17.19* LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Castle Water 
Water supply for war memorial to 31 August 2021 

£15.73 War Memorials Act 
1923 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

019 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for April less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,176.32 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

020 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for April less tax 

£354.93 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

021 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£295.29 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

022 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for April 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

023 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting in April 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

024 Viking Payments 
Adjustable office chair for clerk 

£71.99 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

025 Grundon Waste Management Ltd. 
Playing field wheelie bins for March 

£77.30 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

026 Oxford Green Belt Network 
OGBN subscription 2021-22 

£15.00 General Power of 
Competence 

027 Mrs R L Brown 
Zoom Pro account for April/May (£14.39); Buzz Network 
Virtual Landline for May (£7.96) 

£22.35 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

 

028 Earth Anchors Ltd. 
Surrey recycled traditional seat with engraved plaque 

£504.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

029 Wild about Kennington 
Funds for verge wilding (£170) agreed at March 2021 
meeting – minute no. 397.20; grant for swift boxes 
(£100) agreed at Feb mtg - minute no’s 355.20 & 356.20 

£270.00 General Power of 
Competence 

030 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. 

Verge, cemetery & playing fields grass cutting in April  

£1,038.00 Highways Act 1980; 
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Total to be transferred in May: £6,541.40 
 
32.21 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
33.21 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Smith and voted unanimously. 

34.21 The clerk explained why the staff costs on the Annual Governance and Accountability Return has been 
restated for 2019/20. The accounting statements for 2020/21 (Section 2 of the AGAR) were agreed. This 
was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Begin period of public rights. 

 

35.21 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 13 April 2021 and draft minutes from 4 May 2021 were 

noted.    

 

36.21 TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES 

37.21 The council requested clarification on the wording of ‘Authority’ in the Terms of Reference for the 
Planning and Finance Committees, as well as the meaning of ‘ex officio’ in all terms of reference.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Amend terms of reference and bring to the next meeting.  

 
38.21 PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES 
39.21 It was agreed that the following policies had been reviewed and agreed: tree; public participation; grants 

requests; social media; equality and diversity; acceptable use of ICT; complaints procedure; data 
protection; child safeguarding and website protocol. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. 
Smith and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Upload updated policies to website. 

 
40.21 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES AND RISK ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 
41.21 It was resolved that the Aims and Objectives of Kennington Parish Council, and the risk assessment 

statement had been reviewed and agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Smith 
and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Upload updated documents to website. 

 
42.21 STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
43.21 It was resolved that the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations for Kennington Parish Council had 

been reviewed and agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson  seconded by Cllr. Smith  and agreed 
unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add documents to website. 

 
 
 

Section 214 (6) LGA 

1972; LG (Misc Prov) 

Act 1976 

031 Stanhope Wilkinson Associates 

Additional services re. relocating pavilion for full 
planning application 

£2,220.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

032 Grundon Waste Management Ltd. 

Wheelie bins for playing fields - April 

£68.22 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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44.21 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
45.21 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council currently meets the criteria for the General Power of 

Competence, and it was resolved that the council will continue to adopt this power. This was proposed by 
Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously.  

 
46.21 ASSET REGISTER AND PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE 

  The clerk advised that four companies had been approached to provide a quotation for insurance for 

Kennington Parish Council, but they were unable to provide a competitive price compared with Zurich. 

47.21 It was agreed that the parish council would accept the premium from Zurich for five years. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew parish council insurance from Zurich for five years. 

 

48.21 MEETING DATES FOR 2021-22 

 The meeting dates up to and including the next annual meeting of the council were agreed. 

  

49.21 TWENTY’S PLENTY FOR OXFORDSHIRE 

 Highways Officer at Oxfordshire County Council advised that a project team is being put together at the 

County Council with a view to developing a strategy for the 20mph rollout across the county, although 

there is no timescale for this. When this has happened, all the parish councils will be contacted. In the 

meantime, third party funding would be required to proceed with a scheme. 20mph speed limits can only 

be installed without additional traffic calming measures where existing mean vehicle speeds are 24mph or 

lower so speed surveys need to be carried out at each site to ascertain current vehicle speeds. Smiley SID 

has recorded over a quarter of vehicles speeding on Upper Road between November 2020 and March 

2021, with a top speed of 54.7mph. 

50.21 It was resolved that the parish council will wait to hear from Oxfordshire County Council in due course. 

 

51.21 CCTV AT FOREST SIDE AND PLAYFIELD RD PLAYING FIELDS 

52.21 It was agreed that the council will not install CCTV cameras at Playfield Road playing field, as this can form 

part of the new pavilion project. A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to install a camera on Forest Side 

pavilion, which will be pointed at the car park, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. The 

suggestion to install a camera on a new post in Forest Side car park was not accepted, as the cost of an 

unmetered supply using the electricity from the adjacent lamppost was prohibitively expensive. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Chris Lewis Fire & Security to pursue a camera being installed on Forest Side pavilion 

 

53.21 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

54.21 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 On a positive note, the vaccination programme is going very well, thanks to all the volunteers. Emails and 

phone call complaints are being received on a daily basis from patients with problems with the health 

centre. These are all quite serious problems, which the practice has failed to address. The Practice 

Manager and Senior Partner have been written to, in order to request dates for a meeting but there has 

been no response. Healthwatch also want to meet due to all the complaints. The CQC issues have not 

been addressed since the last report two years ago. There are issues with appointments and phone calls, 

as well as more serious problems. Dr Clough has now left, as had Dr Bregon and Lisa Boutayeb. There are 

loads of staff vacancies but communication with patients and the village is not good and people are fed 

up. The CCG now manages the network but no longer accepts complaints about GPs.  
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55.21 It was agreed that the clerk will write to the Practice, CCG, Healthwatch and MP Layla Moran to explain 

that things are not improving.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Botley Medical Centre, CCG, Healthwatch and MP Layla Moran in relation to the 

health centre, which is not improving. 

 

56.21 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Management Committee 

 The Village Hall Management Committee met last night, which was the first in-person meeting since 

before Christmas. The hall is starting to accept more bookings as the Covid restrictions are relaxed.  

 

57.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

58.21 Cllr. Johnston reported that the railings at the top of Meadow View Road are in a terrible state. It is 

unclear whether these are the responsibility of Sovereign Housing or Vale of White Horse District Council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact VOWH DC to ask who is responsible for the railings at the top of Meadow View Road 

 

59.21 Cllr. Baggott advised that progress is being made on the plans for a community room at The Lawns, Radley 

and a consultation will take place for residents of The Lawns and neighbouring areas, including The 

Paddock and Sandford Lane. It was agreed that the council has no objection to Sandford Lane being 

included in this consultation. It was queried who is responsible for the pools of water at the bottom of 

Edward Road and the bottom of Upper Road. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up Oxfordshire County Council Highways in relation to the pooling water at the 

bottom of Edward Road and Upper Road. 

 

 The swift boxes were installed on the side of St Swithun’s Church two weeks ago and recoded swift calls 

are now being used. 

60.21 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham will send an email around next week about the Best Kept Garden competition. It 

was queried whether the parish council needs to act on the information shared at Monday’s briefing 

about the alternative flood alleviation scheme. 

61.21 It was agreed that the presentation from the Hinksey and Osney Environmental Group about an 

alternative flood alleviation scheme will be shared with councillors but will not be added to the 

Kennington website. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Share presentation from HOEG will the council 

 

62.21 Cllr. Patterson advised that the drain outside 5 Bagley Wood Road is still packed with mud and nothing 

has been done about it. There is also a problem with the drains along Sandford Lane. It was reported that 

there is a new Highways Officer in post, who has said that he was unaware of these issues. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report blocked drains again to Oxfordshire County Council Highways Department. Create a 

post on Kennington Connected highlighting the problem. 

 

63.21 Cllr. Cobb has been involved in conversations with residents in relation to the parking at St Swithun’s 

School, particularly on St Swithun’s Road. The Keep Clear sign is not effective and blocks the view for 

people crossing the road near this junction. It can be very dangerous because of the inconsiderate parking 

of some cars, some of which are breaking the Highway Code by parking too close to the junction with The 

Avenue. There is currently a School Streets scheme being piloted in Headington, which is working well. It 
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was queried whether this could be pursued for Kennington. Another possibility would be to move the 

white line underneath the Keep Clear sign further down the road, which would give a 10m width.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a meeting with the new Headteacher of St Swithun’s School in September. 

 

64.21 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Diana Lugova and Bob Johnston 

“Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme project team will be sharing an update on the latest developments to 
the scheme with the public on 17 May. Over the past year, the project team have been developing the 
scheme plans in preparation for submission of the planning application in late 2021. The scheme has a 
direct effect in reducing flood risk for the communities of Kennington. Cllrs briefing is scheduled for 17 
May at 5pm and public consultation will start on the same day via consult.environment-
agency.gov.uk/thames/oxfordscheme. 
The questions can be asked and feedback submitted via website or by sending email to OFAS team 
OxfordScheme@environment-agency.gov.uk. Would be good to provide residents feedback the same way 
it was done for Lodge Hill consultation.  
Still no update from OCC Lodge Hill team – they say the amount of responses was much higher than 
anticipated and OCC is processing all the feedback before making changes in their planning application. As 
far as we know many Kennington residents sent their responses – alongside residents of Radley and 
Sunningwell. “ 
District Councillor Diana Lugova added that lots of feedback was received in relation to the Lodge Hill slip 
road project and a zebra crossing has been requested on St Swithun’s Road. There should be more 
information available in the summer. The Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme consultation starts on Monday, 
so please submit any feedback. 

 

65.21 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

“Following an election on the 6th of May it was confirmed following a count held at the White Horse 

Leisure and Tennis Centre in Abingdon that I had been returned as the County Councillor for the 

Kennington and Radley Division of Oxfordshire County Council to serve until May 2025.  On Thursday 

morning the 13th of May I have arranged to go to County Hall to sign my declaration of office and to hand 

in my register of interests.  The result of the elections leaves the Labour Party with 15 seats, the Liberal 

Democrats 21, the Greens with 3 and the Conservatives with 22.  However one of the latter is being 

disputed by the Labour Party and is likely to be the subject of an electoral petition in the High Court.  At 

the time of writing this report numerous meetings were being held between the parties with a view to 

putting an administration in place ready for the annual meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday the 

18th of May at the Spiceball Centre in Banbury. This is the only venue in the County suitable for a meeting 

in person for Members and Officers with full social distancing.” 

 

66.21 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

Terracycle recycling point in Kennington; work to lime trees at Playfield Rd playing field; terms of 

reference for committees and working parties; CCTV at Forest Side 

 

67.21 ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 None  

   

Meeting closed at 9:13 pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com%2Fwe%2Fconsult.environment-agency.gov.uk%2Fthames%2Foxfordscheme%25E2%2580%258B&data=04%7C01%7Ckatie.gumbrell%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C27d4044b0f91449fdcd508d90a3a1c64%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C1%7C0%7C637552066966233006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pVjWXhrhBrdMyOsRA8RXYkyTzCMWQQmIgTxDEzHsiZM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com%2Fwe%2Fconsult.environment-agency.gov.uk%2Fthames%2Foxfordscheme%25E2%2580%258B&data=04%7C01%7Ckatie.gumbrell%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C27d4044b0f91449fdcd508d90a3a1c64%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C1%7C0%7C637552066966233006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pVjWXhrhBrdMyOsRA8RXYkyTzCMWQQmIgTxDEzHsiZM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:OxfordScheme@environment-agency.gov.uk

