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New issues during month 

A Phone call received from resident of The Avenue in relation to the ‘wilded’ verge, who would like to voice their 
opinion that it looks extremely untidy and looks terrible. 

B Email from resident: 
“The path at the bottom of the alleyway between The Avenue and Poplar Grove is overgrown. About half the path 
is lost due to the overgrown hedge . The same problem exists at the corner of Poplar Grove and Manor Grove. The 
hedge is overgrown and again about half of the footpath is lost, making it difficult for people with wheelchairs, 
pushchairs. You have to walk in single file as two people can’t walk side by side.” 
Clerk reported to Oxfordshire County Council on Fix My Street. 

C Clerk requested quotations for trimming the hedge between Playfield Rd playing field and the memorial field, 
and for weed spraying around the village hall.  

D There has been fly tipping at Forest Side (insulation), Playfield Rd (mattress) and Cow Lane (household rubbish). 
Clerk reported the waste on Cow Lane to the Environment Officer at the district council, as there were envelopes 
with a name and address. It appears that someone has made a ramp and wheelbarrowed the waste from Otters 
Reach into Cow Lane.  

E Email from resident of The Paddock: 
“Dear committee members, I contacted you in June 2020 to see if you would consider reviewing the maintenance 
on the land at the side of our property, which I believe has not been coppiced since the houses were built in 1998. 
With recent events I can understand that no maintenance has been carried out for some considerable time, which 
has meant that the trees and shrubbery have become very overgrown, with branches from the trees hanging over 
the garden and on the roof of the summerhouse. Wendy, the gardener, tidied these up last year and managed to 
cut back some of the offending tree branches. However, this year the growth has been exceptional, with tree 
branches leaning on the side bathroom window and on the garage roof; I think that these need to be dealt with 
by a professional.  
We had Ringrose tree services, removed 3 overgrown trees from our garden a couple of years ago, and I know 
that they used to carry out maintenance on the side plot when we first moved into the house. Maybe we could 
seek their advice? As I said in my previous correspondence; “ I feel that this area would benefit from better 
maintenance of the grounds and make an attractive wildflower field and encourage more wildlife.”  I would be 
grateful if you would give this matter consideration and put it on your schedule for discussion at a future council 
meeting.” 

F Email from resident: 
“I just walked my dog in the playing field at Playfield road. 
There was a workman there mowing the grass with a large approx 3ft wide petrol mower. 
My job relates to health and safety and I was horrified to see that he was working barefooted. 
Apart from the obvious risk of severe injury, I would hate to see what your insurers would say. 
Please address this as a matter of urgency .” 

G Email from resident of Kennington Road: 
“A white car has been parked outside my house, on the pavement, for the last ten days. I believe it belongs to 
someone either living or visiting in the flats opposite. It is very difficult for people to get by if they have push 
chairs. I am not sure if anything can be done about this but a former parish councillor suggested I get in touch 
with you.” 

H Email received from resident: 
“…is there anything you can do about a very overgrown front hedge at No.2 Playfield Road, the hedge is so 
overgrown it is now half way across the footpath and as I tried to get past this evening in my wheelchair I nearly 
ended up in road.” 

I Email from Wild about Kennington group: 
“Please can it be noted that myself and one other of our team (wearing HiViz) are having to spend at least 2 
hours once a week, trimming down the long grass? 
This is to ensure road safety as BGG have not done as required. 
Thank you for all your help,” 

J Letter received from resident complaining about their neighbour.  

K Email from resident re. query about highway boundary, which is being disputed between the resident and 
Oxfordshire County Council.  
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L Kennington Athletic Football Club has arranged for a new defibrillator for Playfield Rd playing field and is 
awaiting the cabinet. The clerk has queried where this will be installed as it will need to be connected to the 
electrics.  

M Email from Headway requesting that bollards are installed on Bagley Wood Road outside the Headway building. 
This has been raised with Oxfordshire County Council, who advised them to contact the parish council. 

N Email received from Forest Side resident: 
“We live at … Forest Side & have been suffering increased traffic noise whilst relaxing in our garden or 
conservatory due to the Council having approved multi level flats being built along Upper Rd in the place of 
bungalows at numbers 45 & 47 & soon 49. This increased reflected noise is not stopped by our hedge nor fences & 
I would like the Council to erect sound barriers beside our hedge. I propose barriers similar to the ones found at 
A34 Botley junction.” 

O Email from Cllr. Baggott: 
“We have received several complaints about grass being left on the graves after cutting has taken place. 
Since the contract specifically says that grass should be removed from graves could you remind BGG that this 
should be done. We should also monitor what they are doing so could you also let me know when they are next 
due at the cemetery.” 
Clerk contacted contractors to remind them that the grass cuttings should be removed from the graves.  

P Clerk has queried the possibility of moving Carols around the Tree to Saturday 4th December and is waiting to 
hear from the church in relation to this.  

Q Email from resident in relation to the bus stop at the bottom of Edward Rd: 
“I hope this email finds you well. I write this email because there has a problem at the bus stop. 
Yesterday it rained heavily and there was water on the road in front of the bus stop. I waited for a 35 bus 
between 14.30 - 15.00 at Edward Road bus stop. When the car was running at speed, I was splashed and wet all 
my clothes. I tried to find a place to stand that didn't get splashed on, but I have to stand in the rain. 
I was splashed by water from more than five cars. My pants and shoes were all soaked until I finished work. It's 
cold and it feels dirty.  
I don't want other people to experience the same situation as me. Maybe you can find a way to make it better.” 

 

Continuing issues 

R Update from Oxfordshire County Council in relation to the weeds and overgrowing branches on the footpath 
between Kennington Rd and Rowles Close: 
Thank you for your report. I have visited the site you pinpointed on the map, The Rowles Close to Kennington 
Road link footpath, see photos, and assessed the issue that you have identified. I can confirm that the vegetation 
overgrowing and obstructing this footpath is private vegetation, growing from, and the responsibility of, the 
owners of the adjacent properties. I have requested letters be sent to these owners, asking them to cut back their 
vegetation, within 28 days of receipt.  
In reply to your comment regarding the 'This footpath is very overgrown with weeds along the path'. This issue is 
not the responsibility of Oxfordshire County Council. Street cleaning of the footway and carriageway (including 
this soil with the weeds growing from it, created by decomposing fallen leaves etc.) is the responsibility of the 
Vale of White Horse District Council. “ 

S The damaged pavement outside 187 The Avenue has been repaired by Oxfordshire County Council. 

                                                                                 


