
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
8 July 2021 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Gelder  Cllr. Johnston 

  Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Patterson  Cllr. Powles  

       

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk) and two members of the public. 

 

116.21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Feather, Cllr. Mrs. New, Cllr. Smith, Cllr. Russell and District 

Councillor Diana Lugova 

 

117.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – Concerns relating to the sale of Radley Large Wood. OPT, 

the Woodland Trust and others have been contacted in relation to purchasing this land. If this is not 

possible, the parish council’s experience and support was requested to help buy this as a community-

owned wood. The land is on the market at £325,000 for 22 hectares. As it is ancient woodland with 

permissive access for 50 years it is unlikely to be built on, but not impossible. 

 

118.21 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

119.21 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The parish council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 10 June 2021. 

 

120.21 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Telephone call received from resident to advise that four concrete lorries drove through Kennington 

during the school run for the development site on The Avenue. The resident has spoken with the 

developer, who has agreed that he will do his best to ask delivery drivers to come through Radley and to 

avoid school drop off / pick up times. There have also been issues with vehicles parking on the pavement 

outside the site, blocking the pavement for children walking to the bus stop at Manor Grove.  

B Complaints have been received about the junction between Simpsons Way and The Avenue, as it is 

difficult to see due to the long grass of the ‘wilded’ verges. Clerk has been in contact with the contractor 

to ensure that vision splays and a 1m strip along the kerb edge are cut.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a meeting with BGG to discuss these issues as well as some problems at the playing 

fields. 

 

C Clerk has updated the Freedom of Information Publication Scheme and added the document to the 

website and Village Hall noticeboard. 

D Request received for Kennington Parish Council to support residents with purchasing Radley Great Wood 

for a Community Wood: 

“We are contacting you about Radley Large Wood.  

As you may have heard, Radley Large Wood, which has historically been privately owned, was put up for 

sale on 1st June. https://www.adkin.co.uk/property/radley-large-wood-radley-ox14/ 

The wood is a treasured part of both Radley and Kennington communities and we want to ensure that it 

does not get purchased by anyone who might build on it or destroy it in some way. So there is now a 

community movement of local people from both villages who are keen to find a way to preserve the wood 

as a bio-diverse and much loved community ancient woodland. 
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A Facebook page has been set up called “Friends of Radley Large Wood” and we have also formed a 

committee of interested people who have begun to meet to explore possibilities and make plans. At the 

moment, we are exploring options of asking organisations like OPT and The Woodland Trust to purchase 

and manage the land, but if they decline, other options to own the wood as a community may be possible. 

Here is the link to it: https://www.facebook.com/groups/818902028764062/?ref=share   

Please do join it if you would like to. 

Last Wednesday we had our first online meeting of the group. Several members of the group are talking 

with various organisations about the possibility of them buying the wood or buying it with the support of 

The Community. The meeting was attended by a number of people from Kennington who suggested that as 

the woodland adjoins Kennington Memorial Field and is enjoyed by so many Kennington residents, it would 

be a good idea to also contact a representative of Kennington Parish Council with the view of them 

working alongside Radley Parish Council and Friends of Radley Wood to help support the project. 

We want to sound out whether you and KCC would be amenable to possibly provide some financial support 

to the endeavour and/or be involved in some way? 

If you would like to discuss this further please do let us know. Although we are still in the initial stages and 

will know more soon, we would like to let you know about our plans and to find out if Kennington Parish 

Council are willing to support the community in this project. We understand that Kennington is soon due to 

lose its community woodland, Kendall Copse, at the north of the village, so we thought that perhaps saving 

this beloved ancient woodland for the residents of Kennington to enjoy into the future might be a way of 

making up for this loss. 

Many thanks and we look forward to hearing from you.” 

121.21 It was resolved that, as the woods is entirely in Radley, this cause needs to be led by Radley Parish 

Council. Kennington Parish Council support this cause in principle and any Kennington residents who may 

want to be friends of Radley Large Wood could approach Kennington Parish Council for a grant. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Powles and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident of the council’s decision 

 

E Resident reported that footpath no. 2 between Kennington Road and Rowles Close is becoming very 

overgrown with weeds and overhanging branches from neighbouring properties. The fence is also still 

leaning in at the Rowles Close end, making it feel very cramped. Clerk reported this to Oxfordshire County 

Council via Fix My Street. 

F Email received from new Communications Officer at Eynsham Parish Council, requesting details of how 

the council communicates with residents. Clerk advised that the council uses the monthly village 

newsletter, posters on noticeboards, the website and Facebook page. 

G Resident queried if the parish council will be organising another defibrillator workshop, when Covid-19 

restrictions allow.  

122.21 It was resolved that the council would like to run another defibrillator workshop. Cllr. Charlett will contact 

Dick Tracey with a view to running another course in September/October, if Covid restrictions allow. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange defibrillator training for September/October, if Covid-19 restrictions allow. 

 

H Email from Active Places Data Platform requesting information about Forest Side and Playfield Rd playing 

fields. Clerk corrected the information that was held and passed on the additional details as requested.  

I Email received from resident of The Avenue: 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 8 July 2021  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 24 
 

“I writing to report a particular lorry that has driven through the village past my house 5 times already 

today obviously taking no notice of the signs at the Oxford end of the village. The company in question is 

RJS Stallwood & Co which appear to be removing waste I would think from the Redrow site. 

At the time of writing this email the lorry has just 14.35 driven back passed my house on the Avenue 

travelling towards Oxford full with ground waste at speed which would be dangerous at any time of the 

day. I have noticed several construction lorries travelling through the village first thing in the morning but 

over the last 12 months nothing during the day. I just wondered if someone should call the company in 

question ?” 

J  Email received from residents in relation to benches: 

“There is a lovely, large newish bench up at the Playfield Road pavilion with a plaque that says, 'in 

recognition of all that you do for Kennington Cricket Club' ... but there is no acknowledgement of the 

person who you are recognising!  Shouldn't the plaque honour the person.  People would want to know 

who the bench is for. 

I see from the latest Parish Council notes that the PCC is considering putting a bench in honour of Trevor 

Cowlett and Dr Strode at the top of Manor Grove.  Is it just one bench?  Neither of these two gentlemen 

lived or worked up at that end of the village and I would have thought it would be lovely to have the bench 

for Trevor as the seating in the bus stop at the bottom of Kenville Road.  He spent many, many hours there 

because he used the bus all the time when he was well.  He didn't drive.  A bench on the verge somewhere 

near Strode Court would be a better place for the one to honour Dr Strode. 

These are just my thoughts and maybe you can share them with the PCC.” 

The clerk clarified that the bench at Playfield Rd is intended to honour all the people who have helped run 

the cricket club over the years. 

123.21 It was agreed that the council will order the bench as originally planned for the corner of Manor Grove. 

This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase replacement bench for the corner of Manor Grove. 

 

K Email received from Small World Nursery: 

“Small World put on a summer show every year, except of course last year.  We didn’t think we would be 

able to go ahead with the show this year, but fortunately have been able to organise it for the children and 

parents.  I am very sorry to give you short notice but it will be on Friday 25th June, starting at 4pm.  We 

anticipate that there will be more traffic and cars parking for that afternoon. 

This is the first time I have had any involvement and I wondered if you can advise if I should contact anyone 

else to let them know about our plans?” 

Clerk suggested letting their neighbours know, putting something in the Kennington Chronicle and on 

Facebook. The event was subsequently cancelled due to the current restrictions. 

L Resident reported that vehicles relating to the construction site at 187 The Avenue are causing damage to 

the footpath outside the site, which is a trip hazard. Clerk reported to Oxfordshire County Council on Fix 

My Street.  

M Copy of emails received from resident to Redrow in relation to signage attached to lampposts in 

Kennington and Radley: 

“I was extremely angry this morning that Redrow, having received the email below from Mr Tim Shickle at 

Oxfordshire County Council, there had been blatant disregard and further “garage” signs attached to 

lampposts throughout Kennington and Radley. 

Tax payers money will now be used by Oxford County Council, Radley and Kennington Parish Council to tidy 

up the matter on your behalf. 
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Please provide reassurance to all here that we will not see any further repeats of such signage. 

On a second matter, the ongoing terrible state of the Kennington Road from Sugworth Lane to Sandford 

Lane.  The verges are all churned up, there is rework just left, there are cables part dragged through the 

ground with barriers.  The area has been in this absolute MESS since at least November 2020.   

You perpetual excuse of SSE is rather tiresome as having built thousands of houses, you are well aware of 

the lead time to engage with SSE and have the financial means to be able to influence.  Planning 

permission was obtained back in 2018 and it was known from that point the road and lighting needed 

attention. 

As for being good and considerate neighbours and raising the tone of the area, we beg to differ on that 

point.  The standards required for our neighbourhood are still clearly aspirational for Redrow and we are 

pleased to be setting you a bench-mark.” (sic) 

Further email sent to Cllr. Johnston: 

“There are “garage” signs littered all along the Kennington Road from the Ring Road junction, outside 

Kennington Post Office, outside St Swithuns School, at the top of Manor Grove, at Middle Grove, outside 

Radley College, along Whites Lane, and the roundabout at the top of Audlett Drive. 

There is also a yellow previous “garage” sign hanging off signage as you take exit road from ring road (east 

side) into Kennington. 

This is quite an exercise for the Council to remove and surely it can be passed to Redrow to do or at least 

cross charged to them. 

It again is quite onerous use of Parish Clerk time have to report them all on Fix my Street. 

Please let us know what action that OCC and Parish Councils will be taking and how this may be 

permanently stopped.  This is Phase 2 launch with phase 3 and phase 4 still to go and another two years of 

Redrow.  We have not seen this behaviour from Pye Homes fortunately.” 

N Phone call from resident to advise that the cows had escaped from the memorial field into the playing 

field. Clerk contacted the agent, who advised that someone had broken the gate and this had been 

reported this morning, but she would contact the farmer to check that the cattle had been returned to the 

memorial field. The clerk now has the direct number for the farmer, in case issues arise in the future. The 

damaged gate has been reported to OPT, although there has been no response from them.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Debbie Dance, Director of OPT, directly regarding the gate into the memorial field. 

 

O Email received regarding Cranbrook Drive: 

“Having recently visited my elderly parents, 96 and 90 in Cranbrook Dr I was horrified at the state of the 

pavement (my mother has to walk in the road because it safer) the road and kerbs are dreadful, the weeds 

are up to my knees. 

There is going to be a nasty trip accident there, something desperately needs to be done.” 

Clerk had a look down Cranbrook Drive to take photographs for Fix My Street, however it appears that the 

majority of the path looks like it needs resurfacing. 

124.21 It was resolved that County Councillor Bob Johnston would be asked to add this to the list for resurfacing, 

however it was advised that there are many pavements in a worse state, so the repairs may take some 

time. It was reported that Oxfordshire County Council is responsible for weed control on the highway, 

however there is currently no budget for this. 

P Email from Wild About Kennington: 

“Thank you for sending me the wording in the final contract agreed with BGG for the mowing of 

Kennington’s verges during 2021. Thank you also for arranging so quickly for BGG to come over to mow the 

visibility splays at the road junctions and a strip along The Avenue kerbside on Friday 18thJune.   
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 We’ve taken on board your request not to contact BGG directly in future, but to ask residents to contact 

you if they have any issues or concerns regarding the mowing of the Wild about Kennington ‘pilot verges’ 

along The Avenue.  

Other than the issue with BGG not mowing every 3 weeks as stipulated in their contract, we’ve noticed that 

the grassy area next to St Swithun’s School behind the bus stop was mown when it shouldn’t have been 

mown (which you’re already aware of), and also that they only mowed a strip about half a metre wide next 

to the kerb along the length of The Avenue, when the contract stipulates a 1 metre wide strip.  We think 

it’s important to enforce the 1 metre roadside strip width, because there were still some issues with tall 

grass obscuring the view along The Avenue, particularly at the junctions with Playfield Road, Simpson’s 

Way and St Swithun’s Road even after the roadside strip and visibility splays had been mown on 18th June.  

We think there will be fewer problems with visibility at the road junctions if BGG mow a full 1 metre strip 

as per the contract, in future. 

I was quite worried watching the contractor mowing the strip along The Avenue kerbside in the pouring 

rain on Friday 18th June.  I’ve attached a photo I took, showing him driving with two wheels on the road, 

and two wheels on the verge. I was concerned for his safety, as there were no signs at either end of The 

Avenue warning traffic about the mowing taking place, there were no flashing lights on the mower, and 

the driver wasn’t wearing high vis. 

I’d be happy to do a risk assessment for scything the tall grass in the middle of the verge where it might be 

impeding traffic visibility.  I’m a trained ‘scyther’ – I do scything as a volunteer with Abingdon Green Gym, 

and with another conservation group, Friends of Lye Valley – and I know that I could do this very safely. If I 

could be allowed to do this, I’d be able to nip in the bud any issues with traffic visibility and hopefully allay 

those concerns from residents about leaving the ‘pilot’ verges unmown during April to September. 

On a more positive note, I’ve also attached a couple of photos showing some of the wildflowers that are 

growing in these verges, which would otherwise have been mown. We’re particularly pleased to see 

several pyramidal orchids in the verge between Simpson’s Way and Playfield Road!” 

125.21  It was agreed that the council is happy for the scything to be undertaken, provided that the clerk, 

chairman and vice-chairman are satisfied that it the risk assessment is adequate; she has the correct 

equipment; and that the insurance company is satisfied. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Liaise with resident and insurance company in relation to scything. 

 

Q Request received from ‘Wild About Kennington’: 

“Would the Parish Council have any objection to the following going onto Wild about Kennington 

correspondence? 

‘Supported by Kennington Parish Council’ and using the KPC Logo? Gillian Cox says that this would be 

similar to how the OCC showed their support for the Memory Club.” 

126.21 It was resolved that the council has no objections to this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Wild about Kennington of the council’s decision 

 

R Email from Community Development Worker at Community First Oxfordshire: 

“Thank you for your Membership to Community First Oxfordshire it is your membership, which helps us to 

continue to support community action in Oxfordshire’s communities. 

Although you are a member, your local council may not know what CFO is and what we do. With this in 

mind, I would like to introduce myself, I am Lesley Montague, CFO’s Community Development Worker. I 

would be very happy to come and speak at your next local council meeting to update you on CFO services. 
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This will also be an opportunity for me to hear about all the good work and initiatives you are undertaking 

along with finding out what you need from us and our partners.  

If this is of interest to your local council or you would like more information via email, then please do not 

hesitate to contact me.” 

127.21 It was agreed that the council will invite the Community Development Worker to speak for half an hour 

before a parish council meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange time for Community Development Worker to meet with the parish council 

 

S The clerk has been in correspondence with the district council in relation to a ‘Litter Bug’ trail in the 

village, and this has been arranged for Playfield Rd playing field in August. The district council will provide 

the posters for the route and instructions how to take part on their website, but the parish council has 

been asked to replace the posters, if necessary, and to help promote the trail. Children who complete the 

trail will be sent a certificate from the district council and can enter a competition to win litter picking 

equipment for their school.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advertise ‘Litter Bug’ trail and ensure posters are in place throughout the summer 

 

T Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk have completed the tree and asset survey. Recommended actions are to clear 

the scrub at the bottom of Cow Lane, clean the benches at Playfield Rd and cut back the plants at The 

Paddock, as it was completely overgrown and impossible to inspect the trees.  

128.21 It was agreed that BGG would be asked for a quotation to complete this work, and a decision made by the 

clerk in conjunction with the chairman and vice-chairman. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask BGG for a quotation for clearing the scrub at the bottom of Cow Lane and at The 

Paddock, and arrange for the work to be undertaken if it is acceptable 

 

U The clerk attended a mapping webinar for more information on how the parish council may be able to 

make use of the technology. This is already in use for mapping grass cutting areas and assets, but could 

also be used for planning events, mapping out stalls etc. 

V A phone call was received from a resident who was concerned that it seems like staff at Botley Medical 

Centre are trying to send everyone to Botley for treatment, rather than Kennington. 

129.21 It was agreed that Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham will report this to the PPG. 

 

W Power to Act by Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk during July and August  

130.21 It was agreed that the Clerk would have authority (in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman) 

to deal with regular monthly payments during August. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by 

Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and voted unanimously. 

 

Continuing issues  
X Clerk contacted Oxford Bus Company to request that the 35 bus resumes stopping outside the Westgate. 

Response received: 

“Thank you for your email and for your feedback concerning the stopping arrangements for the 35 route. 

I have passed the details to our City35 Route Manager who has confirmed that for the time being the 

stopping arrangements will remain the same. This issue has been raised with the Council in the past who 

are trying to minimise the number of buses stopping at the Castle Street/Norfolk Street bus stops. This will 

be mentioned again in the next periodical meeting. 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 8 July 2021  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 28 
 

Thank you once again for bringing your concerns to our attention.” 

Clerk requested confirmation whether it was the city or county council that had concerns about the buses 

and OBC confirmed that the bus stops in the city centre are owned and operated by Oxford City Council.  

Y Email received from resident: 

“This is to ask if you could contact our local community police office concerning a vehicle that had been 

parked on Upper Road for the last 6 weeks, partly on the road and verge, just past Forest Side. It is a black 

Mitsubishi Pick Up, DY55DYP. It is untaxed, no m.o.t. and therefore uninsured. I have reported it to DVLA 

about a week ago, but nothing seems to have changed. I am not a busy body about it, but it is on the brow 

of the small hill there, and has caused quite a few near misses as it reduces the visibility for other cars ... 

Thank you if you can get some movement on this.” 

The clerk has received several emails and phone calls about this. The vehicle has been reported to the 

DVLA as the tax has run out and the clerk will chase this up if there is no action. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up DVLA if there is no apparent action in relation to this vehicle 

 

Z Resident reported that the yellow oil container is still on the corner of Upper Road. Clerk reported this 

again on Fix My Street and followed it up with an email to the Waste Team who apologised that it had not 

yet been cleared away: 

“We have contacted our contractors about this, a worksheet was arranged at the time to deal with this but 

it seems it didn’t happen.  We have requested this is cleared as soon as possible.” 

AA The table tennis table is on its way from France and is expected to arrive soon. The clerk will need to hire 

an all-terrain pallet truck for transporting the table across the field, which will cost around £90. A 

quotation has been received to prepare the ground for installation and concrete this back in afterwards as 

well as installing the picnic table; removing the old wooden bollards on Kennington Road and affixing one 

concrete and two plastic bollards near The Tandem entrance and to remove the bench at Manor Grove 

and install the new one - total of £1,395.  

131.21 It was agreed that the council will accept this quotation for the above works. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Baggott seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Accept quotation for work to table tennis table, picnic table, bench and bollards 

 

132.21 Two quotations have been received from quantity surveyors for providing an updated cost estimate for 

the pavilion project, in order to start applying for funding.  

133.21 It was resolved that the quotation from Beacon Surveying Services would be accepted. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Accept quotation from Beacon Surveying Services for an updated cost estimate for the 

pavilion project.  

 

AB An email of thanks has been received from the Vice-Chairman of Oxfordshire Association for the Blind, 

who lives in Radley. 

AC The Best Kept Garden competition took place on 3rd July and the winners have been posted on Facebook. 

134.21 It was agreed that the clerk will arrange for winners’ posters and certificates to be printed and for the 

cups to be engraved. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange printing of posters and certificates for Best Kept Garden competition and engraving 

of winners’ cups. Add winners’ details to the website. 
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135.21 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Grant requests - None   

Correspondence for discussion/action   

A Oxfordshire County Council – consultation on Local List of Information Requirements for validation of 

planning and related applications (forwarded by email)  

136.21 It was resolved that the parish council will not respond to this consultation. 

B NALC – All Party Parliamentary Group on Levelling Up wants to hear from parish councils – forwarded to 

councillors 

137.21 It was agreed that there is no action for Kennington Parish Council. 

C CPRE - Oxfordshire Plan 2050 Event, 7pm, Thursday 19 August 2021 – forwarded by email.  

138.21 It was resolved that Cllrs. Patterson and Mrs. Buckingham will attend the virtual event on behalf of the 

council. 

 

Correspondence for information  
D Barclays Bank – Changes to our terms and conditions for business accounts from 11 September 2021 

E Parish Transport Representatives meeting 6th July – invitation circulated by email to councillors 

F Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils – Invitation to ‘Experienced Councillor’ training – forwarded to 

councillors  

G 35A Matthew Arnold Bus update – forwarded to councillors 

H Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association – Playground inspection training invitation – forwarded to 

councillors 

I Oxfordshire County Council – Scoping opinion for Kennington Railway Bridge Replacement and A423 

Widening at Kennington Railway Bridge, A423 Southern Bypass has been adopted. 

J Addendum to report in relation to 35A Matthew Arnold School bus – forwarded to councillors and added 

to website 

 

139.21 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 June 2021 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £97,244.56 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £86,487.50 

Total £269,168.25 

 
Income received in June 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct debits to be paid in July 

Invoice No.     

 Cambridge & Counties Bank 
3 Year Fixed Bond Interest 15/5/20 – 19/5/21 

£1,487.50 

 Mrs R L Brown 
Refund for play sand for The Links play area 

£95.40 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Playfield Rd pavilion gas supply June 2021 

£8.53 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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Accounts to be paid in July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity supply for war memorial (£36.23), Forest Side 
pavilion (£35.09) and Playfield Rd pavilion (£99.50) - Q1 

£170.82 War Memorials Act 
1923 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

049 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for June less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,176.52 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

050 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for June less tax 

£355.13 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

051 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£294.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

052 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for June 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

053 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting in June 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

054 Mr C Charlett 
Chairman’s quarterly allowance – Q2 

£145.00 Section 111 LGA 1972 

055 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
Grant awarded at June meeting – minute no’s 85.21 & 

86.21 

£250.00 General Power of 
Competence 

056 S H Lewis Cleaning Ltd. 
Bus shelter cleaning in June 

£180.00 Section 111 LGA 1972 

057 GreenThumb 
War memorial summer lawn treatment 

£58.50 War Memorials Act 
1923 

058 MC Accountancy Ltd. 
Internal audit fee 2020-21 

£384.00 Section 111 LGA 1972 

059 Amazon Payments UK Ltd 
Paper towels and toilet paper for pavilions 

£60.28 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

060 Mrs R L Brown 
Buzz Network Virtual Landline for July 

£7.96 Section 111 LGA 1972 

061 Playdale Playgrounds Ltd. 
Replacement cradle swing for Forest Side play area 

£153.56 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

062 DSG Retail Ltd trading as PC World Business 
2x JVC televisions and brackets for council meetings 

£774.31 Local Government Act 
1972, s.144 

063 Kennington Village Centre 

Room hire June 2021 

£56.00 Section 134(4) LGA 
1972 

064 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. 

Verge, cemetery & playing fields grass cutting in June 

£1,254.00 Highways Act 1980 

Section 214 (6) LGA 

1972; LG (Misc Prov) 

Act 1976 

065 Grundon Waste Management Ltd. 

Wheelie bins for playing fields - June 

£68.22 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

066 Busy Baskets 

Planting of village flower baskets 

£600.00 General Power of 
Competence 

067 Alex Wenham Limited 

Repairs to war memorial bollards 

£180.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 
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Total to be transferred in June: £6,426.37. 
 
140.21 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
141.21 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and voted 

unanimously. 

 
142.21 INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT 

“Further to our telephone call this morning please see below questions with regards to the accounts to 31-
Mar-21; 

• please can you provide Barclays Bank Statements for both bank accounts to 31-Mar-21 (the statements in 
the file only go up to 26-Feb-21) - Clerk sent by email 

• £85,000 on deposit is classified under investments, what accounting treatment / statutory regulation have 
you applied in making this decision – Clerk advised that it is an investment in bonds and the council is 
carrying it at fair value (i.e. cost) 

• can you please provide the form that I need to sign to confirm that I have internally audited the accounts 
to 31-Mar-21 – Clerk advised that this was in the box with the accounts 
Just a couple of housekeeping points; 

• in the fixed assets register you've recorded an item for £26, what is the council's fixed asset threshold? 
• I noticed a few entries had tippex on, its usual to strike through the error once and then to re-write under 

or above the original entry, tippex shouldn't ever really be used on official paperwork” 

143.21 It was agreed that the de minimis amount for the asset register will be £50. This was proposed by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Update Financial Regulations and Asset Register to indicate that assets will only be recorded 

with a value of £50.00 or above. 

 
144.20 External Audit 
 The clerk has published the Annual Governance and Accountability Report and the notice of public rights, 

and has submitted the paperwork to the external auditor.  
 
145.21 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 15 June 2021 were noted.  

 

146.21 COMMUNITY PICNIC AND PAVILION FUNDRAISING EVENT 

147.21 It was agreed that this event would take place alongside the launch event for the new table tennis table at 

Forest Side on Bank Holiday Monday 30th August and Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham will help the clerk to organise 

this. A budget of £500 was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed 

unanimously. The clerk will contact Said Business Centre to see if they would like to get involved. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange community picnic / table tennis launch event / pavilion fundraising event 

 

148.21 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

149.21 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – a meeting with Radley College and the cricket club took place at Playfield Road 

recently and the college is keen to get more involved with the village. The students do community work on 

Wednesday afternoons and are keen to do more. It was suggested that they could get involved with the 

Strollers and Kennington Memory Club.  

150.21 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) - Meetings are continuing with the CCG and the 

Practice. More doctors (such as Dr Ahluwalia) are resigning. The support team has now been in for two 
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weeks and two more receptionists and a new doctor should be starting soon. It is unclear how things will 

pan out, as different groups are wanting to take over different parts of the practice (i.e. Kennington and 

Botley may separate). It is still chaotic and patients spend a long time waiting for the phone to be 

answered. Apparently if there are no more appointments available that day, staff stop answering the 

phone. Hopefully, things will get better in the next 4-6 weeks, however there is still the risk that more 

doctors may resign. PSL / PML may take over, however this is not something that the PPG supports as they 

employ a lot of salaried and locum doctors. The CCG has promised that Kennington Medical Centre would 

not be shut, however this is a rented building, whereas Botley’s building is owned by the practice. 

Requests to upgrade the facilities at Kennington will be made and hopefully more will be known by 

September or October. Kennington is still functioning, however the PPG is still getting daily calls and 

emails about things going wrong. The parish council would support an individual practice (separate from 

Botley).  

151.21 Cllr. Baggott – St Swithun’s Church – The cemetery has been looked at in depth and it was decided that a 

lot of work was needed. This started two weeks ago and the undergrowth and self-seeded trees have been 

removed, which resulted in a line of graves being discovered which were completely covered. More work 

will be undertaken on Saturday 17th July and the church is asking residents to come along and help. The 

church will put together a paper on the future plans for the cemetery.  

 

152.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

153.21 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – There are lots of bushes overhanging the road along the slip road on The Avenue, 

which are scratching cars. This will be reported to Oxfordshire County Council, although they are unlikely 

to take action until bird nesting season is over. The war memorial garden looks odd and needs to be re-

looked at by the end of the year. We will need to think about Santa’s sleigh, so a meeting will be arranged 

between Cllrs. Mrs. Buckingham, Powles and the clerk. We also need to make a plan for holding the 

Fresher’s Fair / What’s Occurring in Kennington next year. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report overgrown branches on The Avenue to Oxfordshire County Council 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting to discuss Santa’s sleigh 

 

154.21 Cllr. Cobb attended a meeting with MP Layla Moran in relation to the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme 

(OFAS). It is not really going to benefit Kennington but there will be a major impact on the village due to 

road closures at the north end of the village. Ultimately, more water will be coming down and the whole 

water course will be on Kennington’s side. The village cannot cope with roadworks at both the north end 

and Lodge Hill, however the Lodge Hill slips should be completed by the time the OFAS work starts. 

155.21 Cllr. Ms. Jempson – The branches on Sandford Lane have now been cut back but it looks like there are still 

branches needing attention. The bins at the bottom of Sandford Lane no longer have plastic covers on. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request prices for replacement bin covers 

 

156.21 Cllr. Bakewell raised concerns about the potential use of concrete blocks on the church hall in place of 

stone, as it appears that modern blocks appear to being used again. It was confirmed that Alex Wenham is 

completing the work using stone to restore the building to its former glory. It was queried why the flower 

boxes outside the Village Hall were not entered in the Best Kept Garden competition so the clerk 

explained that the flowers were planted by a professional company and paid for by the parish council.  
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157.21 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Diana Lugova and Bob Johnston 

1. COVID: Oxfordshire cases and especially Oxford cases are growing fast. Further call for 18 - 29 year olds to 
get tested as cases in Oxford now highest in the south-east. Additional COVID-19 testing facilities for 
people aged 18 - 29 in Oxford will continue to be available after cases in the city jumped from 296 to 946 
this week (ending 2 July), with 80 per cent falling in this age group. Oxford City’s cases are now firmly in 
the top ten in the entire country and the highest in the south-east with a rate of 620.5 cases per 100,000 
people – this compares to a rate of 56.4 per 100,000 in the city as recently as 4 June. Oxfordshire County 
Council and Oxford City Council is asking for more people aged 18 - 29 to now take part with three walk-in 
mobile testing units open for business from Tuesday 6 July - Sunday 11 July, 10am - 8pm (no appointment 
is needed): 
• South Park (St Clement’s end) 
• The Blavatnik School of Government, Walton Street (on the right hand side of the front of the 

building) 
• Manzil Way Gardens, Cowley Road. 

1. Vale and South district councils have made their interim senior management team structure permanent 
to help provide a firm and stable base from which they can deliver their corporate plan priorities and 
services to residents. The cross-party Joint Staff Committee has requested that the current chief officer 
structure should be formalised, which both council Leaders have confirmed through Individual Cabinet 
Member Decisions in consultation with all Cabinet members. Under the revised structure the respective 
titles of the councils' three Acting Deputy Chief Executives change to Deputy Chief Executives, removing 
‘Acting’ from these roles. The councils are also in the process of finalising the appointment of a new Head 
of Legal and Democratic Services. 

2. Abbey Meadow outdoor pool ready to reopen: Abbey Meadow outdoor pool in Abingdon will reopen on 
Monday 12 July for summer holidays.  The opening was under question for some time due to the running 
cost, however, Vale and GLL (Vale leisure contractor) have worked out the way to get the pool open this 
summer.  The pool will remain open throughout the school holidays until early September.  Covid-19 social 
distancing measures will be in place to ensure the pool can be used safely, and so visitors will need to 
book in advance.  The pool will run with a reduced capacity while government Covid-19 restrictions remain 
in place, and a one-way route will be in place in the changing rooms. 

3. The White Horse Community Lottery is ready to help good causes: The White Horse Community Lottery 
officially launched Monday 14 June at a special virtual event attended by local VCS groups, community 
organisations and invited guests. The Vale committed to launching its own lottery as a fun and creative 
way for voluntary and community groups to raise much needed funds.  The lottery enables people to 
support the causes they care most about in the district, and also helps good causes to connect with their 
supporters. Players of the lottery can choose which local good cause(s) they want to support when they 
purchase tickets and prizes range from free prize draw entries to a weekly £25,000 jackpot. Tickets cost 
just £1 with 60p from every ticket sold going to support charities and community groups across the Vale of 
White Horse. 

 

158.21 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Bob Johnston 

1. It is now hoped that civil enforcement for parking will come into effect on the 1st of November.  It is 
believed that the Vale area will have a complement of some 13 enforcers which should be enough to deal 
with hotspots especially schools. 

2. There is now the prospect of the SUSTRANS cycle track which runs through Kennington from Folly Bridge 
in Oxford being connected to an upgraded Abingdon system.  Plans being drawn up would see a high 
grade, segregated track around the Redrow site, then along the Eastern side of Kennington Road in 
Radley, down Church Road to a new crossing by the school, then through the Pye site to an improved 
footpath/cycle track 8 to link up with the Abingdon system. 

3. In the last week County Highway Officers removed unauthorised signs put up by Redrow in Kennington 
and elsewhere advertising a house sale event.  The signs had been put up without permission on County 
Highways street furniture such as lamp posts.   
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159.21 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

Fresher’s Fair / What’s Occurring in Kennington 

 

Cllr. Cobb moved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting, to prevent the 

disclosure to them of confidential information relating to a member of staff. 

 

160.21 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – MINUTES FROM PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

161.21 The draft minutes from the Personnel Committee were agreed and accepted by the council. It was agreed 

that a cleaning company will be asked to clean the pavilion for four weeks, with a budget of £200. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed unanimously.  

 ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange cleaning of pavilion over August 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange cover of Village Warden’s other tasks by the council during August 

 

Meeting closed at 9.15 pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


