
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
9 September 2021 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham Cllr. Charlett  Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Feather 

   Cllr. Gelder  Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Mrs. New   Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles Cllr. Russell  

                 Cllr. Smith 

       

In Attendance: Two members of the public, District Councillor Diana Lugova and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

162.21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Ms. Jempson 

 

163.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – An issue was arisen between a resident and Oxfordshire 

County Council Highways in relation to the ownership of a grass verge as there is no highway boundary 

marker. It was advised that this is a civil matter and the council recommended contacting a solicitor for 

advice about land ownership. Further issues including grass verges being destroyed during development 

and not being reinstated and an increase in the number of houses of multiple occupancy (HMOs) were 

raised. It was advised that builders are obliged to reinstate verges after construction so this needs 

reporting on Fix My Street so Oxfordshire County Council can take this up, and that there is no registration 

scheme for HMOs in the Vale of White Horse so there is currently no way of monitoring the number of 

them. 

 

164.21 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

165.21 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The parish council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 8 July 2021. 

 

166.21 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Phone call received from resident of The Avenue in relation to the ‘wilded’ verge, who would like to voice 

their opinion that it looks extremely untidy and looks terrible. 

167.21 It was agreed that the council would undertake a consultation with Kennington residents to ascertain 

their views on the continuation of the ‘wild verges’ project. 

 ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a consultation in relation to the ‘wilded’ verges in Kennington 

 

B Email from resident: 

“The path at the bottom of the alleyway between The Avenue and Poplar Grove is overgrown. About half 

the path is lost due to the overgrown hedge. The same problem exists at the corner of Poplar Grove and 

Manor Grove. The hedge is overgrown and again about half of the footpath is lost, making it difficult for 

people with wheelchairs, pushchairs. You have to walk in single file as two people can’t walk side by side.” 

Clerk reported to Oxfordshire County Council on Fix My Street. 

C Clerk requested quotations for trimming the hedge between Playfield Rd playing field and the memorial 

field, and for weed spraying around the village hall. A quotation has been received from BGG at a cost of 

£225 to trim the hedge and £245 to weed kill around the village hall.  

168.21 It was resolved that the council would accept this quotation from BGG. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Patterson seconded by Cllr. Powles and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Accept quotation from BGG to trim the hedge on the boundary of the memorial field and 

Playfield Rd and to weed kill around the village hall.  



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 9 September 2021  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 36 
 

D There has been fly tipping at Forest Side (insulation), Playfield Rd (mattress) and Cow Lane (household 

rubbish). Clerk reported the waste on Cow Lane to the Environment Officer at the district council, as there 

were envelopes with a name and address. It appears that someone has made a ramp and wheelbarrowed 

the waste from Otters Reach into Cow Lane. This has been cleared at a cost of £159.99 and the district 

council is investigating the fly tipping on Cow Lane. If this leads to a successful prosecution, the parish 

council will be able to reclaim the cost of clearing the rubbish. It was reported that there is fly tipping in 

the car park at the bottom of Sandford Lane. It is understood that this land is in Radley, so the clerk will 

contact the clerk from Radley Parish Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Radley Parish Council about the fly tipping in the car park at the bottom of Sandford 

Lane 

 

E Email from resident of The Paddock: 

“Dear committee members, I contacted you in June 2020 to see if you would consider reviewing the 

maintenance on the land at the side of our property, which I believe has not been coppiced since the 

houses were built in 1998. With recent events I can understand that no maintenance has been carried out 

for some considerable time, which has meant that the trees and shrubbery have become very overgrown, 

with branches from the trees hanging over the garden and on the roof of the summerhouse. Wendy, the 

gardener, tidied these up last year and managed to cut back some of the offending tree branches. 

However, this year the growth has been exceptional, with tree branches leaning on the side bathroom 

window and on the garage roof; I think that these need to be dealt with by a professional.  

We had Ringrose tree services, removed 3 overgrown trees from our garden a couple of years ago, and I 

know that they used to carry out maintenance on the side plot when we first moved into the house. Maybe 

we could seek their advice? As I said in my previous correspondence; “I feel that this area would benefit 

from better maintenance of the grounds and make an attractive wildflower field and encourage more 

wildlife.”  I would be grateful if you would give this matter consideration and put it on your schedule for 

discussion at a future council meeting.” 

Further correspondence and a quotation for the recommended works has been received from the 

resident. 

169.21 It was resolved that this added to the agenda for discussion at the Annual Finance Meeting in December. 

The residents of the Paddock affected by these trees will be asked if they would like to purchase the land 

from the parish council. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add maintenance of the trees in The Paddock to the agenda for the Annual Finance Meeting 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact residents of The Paddock affected by the trees to ask if they would like to purchase 

the land from the parish council 

 

F Email from resident: 

“I just walked my dog in the playing field at Playfield road. 

There was a workman there mowing the grass with a large approx 3ft wide petrol mower. 

My job relates to health and safety and I was horrified to see that he was working barefooted. 

Apart from the obvious risk of severe injury, I would hate to see what your insurers would say. 

Please address this as a matter of urgency.” 

Clerk advised that it would not have been a contractor as they use sit-on mowers but that the concerns 

would be passed on to the football and cricket teams. 

G Email from resident of Kennington Road: 
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“A white car has been parked outside my house, on the pavement, for the last ten days. I believe it belongs 

to someone either living or visiting in the flats opposite. It is very difficult for people to get by if they have 

push chairs. I am not sure if anything can be done about this but a former parish councillor suggested I get 

in touch with you.” 

 Unfortunately, as this vehicle is not parked across a dropped kerb, it is not considered to be causing an 

obstruction. Currently, parking on the pavement is not an offence. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact resident to advise that, unfortunately, there is nothing the parish council can do 

 

H Email received from resident: 

“…is there anything you can do about a very overgrown front hedge at No.2 Playfield Road, the hedge is so 

overgrown it is now half way across the footpath and as I tried to get past this evening in my wheelchair I 

nearly ended up in road.” 

Clerk wrote to the resident and this has now been trimmed back. 

I Email from Wild about Kennington group: 

“Please can it be noted that myself and one other of our team (wearing HiViz) are having to spend at least 

2 hours once a week, trimming down the long grass? 

This is to ensure road safety as BGG have not done as required. 

Thank you for all your help,” 

J  Letter received from resident complaining about their neighbour. 

170.21 It was agreed that the clerk will reply to advise that this is not a matter for the parish council and that 

antisocial behaviour would need to be reported to the police or the district council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Clerk to advise resident to contact the police or district council 

 

K Email from resident re. query about highway boundary, which is being disputed between the resident and 

Oxfordshire County Council.  

171.21 It was agreed that this is a civil matter, so there is no action for the parish council. 

L Kennington Athletic Football Club has arranged for a new defibrillator for Playfield Rd playing field and is 

awaiting the cabinet. The clerk has queried where this will be installed as it will need to be connected to 

the electrics. The football club has requested that the parish council arranges for the cabinet to be 

installed and takes ownership of the defibrillator.  

172.21 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council will arrange for the defibrillator cabinet to be installed on 

the external wall of Playfield Rd pavilion, add the defibrillator to the council’s insurance policy and take 

guardianship of it. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request quotation for the installation of the new defibrillator cabinet when it arrives 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for Kennington Parish Council to take ownership of the defibrillator 

 

M Email from Headway requesting that bollards are installed on Bagley Wood Road outside the Headway 

building. This has been raised with Oxfordshire County Council, who advised them to contact the parish 

council. 

173.21 It was agreed that some further investigation is needed, as the pavement may be too narrow for 

wheelchairs to use if bollards are installed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add bollards on Bagley Wood Rd to the agenda for the October meeting 

 

N Email received from Forest Side resident: 
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“We live at … Forest Side & have been suffering increased traffic noise whilst relaxing in our garden or 

conservatory due to the Council having approved multi level flats being built along Upper Rd in the place of 

bungalows at numbers 45 & 47 & soon 49. This increased reflected noise is not stopped by our hedge nor 

fences & I would like the Council to erect sound barriers beside our hedge. I propose barriers similar to the 

ones found at A34 Botley junction.” 

174.21 It was resolved that the resident should refer to the district council Environmental Protection Officer for 

noise complaints. If they wish to install a large fence, the resident can submit a planning application to the 

district council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident that a planning application can be submitted for a sound barrier and that 

noise complaints should be submitted to the Environmental Protection Officer at the district council. 

 

O Email from Cllr. Baggott: 

“We have received several complaints about grass being left on the graves after cutting has taken place. 

Since the contract specifically says that grass should be removed from graves could you remind BGG that 

this should be done. We should also monitor what they are doing so could you also let me know when they 

are next due at the cemetery.” 

Clerk contacted contractors to remind them that the grass cuttings should be removed from the graves. 

P  Clerk has queried the possibility of moving Carols around the Tree to Saturday 4th December as the clerk is 

not available on the Sunday.  

175.21 It was agreed that the council will move Carols around the Tree to Saturday 4th December. This has been 

agreed by St Swithun’s Church.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advertise the new date for Carols around the Tree 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Abingdon Lions if the parish council could borrow the sleigh on 10th and 11th December 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain prices for a 12ft Christmas tree with delivery and white net lights for the bushes 

 

Q  Email from resident in relation to the bus stop at the bottom of Edward Rd: 

“I hope this email finds you well. I write this email because there has a problem at the bus stop. 

Yesterday it rained heavily and there was water on the road in front of the bus stop. I waited for a 35 bus 

between 14.30 - 15.00 at Edward Road bus stop. When the car was running at speed, I was splashed and 

wet all my clothes. I tried to find a place to stand that didn't get splashed on, but I have to stand in the 

rain. 

I was splashed by water from more than five cars. My pants and shoes were all soaked until I finished work. 

It's cold and it feels dirty.  

I don't want other people to experience the same situation as me. Maybe you can find a way to make it 

better.” 

Cllr. Johnston advised that this has should have been cleared by Oxfordshire County Council, so will take 

this up with them again. 

R Email received from resident: 

“You will be aware of the recent activity concerning number 29 Colley Wood. As a consequence the 

Amenity area in the near vicinity has come to light as a potential problem. 

Correspondence (July 2010 from your predecessor) relates that the area (although still owned by the 

Developer) has been the responsibility of the PC who have a quarterly maintenance contract to keep the 

area clean and tidy. If the PC is still paying this charge then they should request that the Contractors fulfil 

their charge. There has been little sign of any action this year and for some time back. 
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I write this purely to indicate that the PC may be wasting money if the work is not carried out.” 

Clerk advised that maintenance of this land is not part of the parish council’s contract with the grass 

cutting / village maintenance company, but that the clerk would be happy to forward on any issues to Pye 

Homes. 

S Email received from Wild about Kennington: 

“Kennington's 're-wilded' verges are providing benefits for wildlife 

It has been really encouraging to see a diverse range of wildflowers and grasses in the 'pilot' re-wilded road 

verge along The Avenue that has been left uncut this summer.  Hoverflies, bumblebees, honey bees, 

beetles, grasshoppers and butterflies have all been seen taking pollen and nectar from these flowers and 

eating the grasses, and a flock of goldfinches was observed feeding on hawkbit and thistle seeds. It was 

particularly gratifying to see several pyramidal orchids in the verge between St Swithun's Road and 

Playfield Road.  These orchids would have been mown off in previous years, so this is a real bonus.  

Mowing frequency of vision splays and strip along the road side 

We are still concerned, however, that the contractors have not been mowing the 1m strip next to the road 

and the vision splays at the road junctions every 3 weeks, as required by the mowing contract.  We have 

noted the dates that the contractors have been carrying out the mowing. Generally there have been 4-

week gaps between mowing sessions. The grass in these areas has therefore been allowed to grow too tall 

in between mowings, causing poor visibility for traffic, and hence posing a potential safety risk for vehicle 

drivers and other road users.  For example, the last time that the contractors came to Kennington to mow 

any of the verges was Monday 9th August 2021, which is now more than 4 weeks ago.  

The timing for the 'cut and collect' September mowing of the pilot re-wilded verges  

The mowing contract stipulates that the 'pilot re-wilded' verges along The Avenue should be cut and all of 

the cuttings removed in mid-September.  Since it is now more than 4 weeks since any of Kennington's road 

verges were mown, Wild about Kennington suggest that the Parish Council arrange for the mowing 

contractors to complete the 'cut and collect' mowing of the 'pilot re-wilded' verges as soon as possible, 

preferably during the coming week.  It is most important that the contractors remove all of the cuttings 

from this September cut (and dispose of them appropriately), and don't leave the cuttings lying on the 

ground. 

Request for permission to scarify some areas of the pilot re-wilded verges 

Wild about Kennington would like to ask permission from the Parish Council to scarify some areas of the 

pilot verges where the verges are dominated by tall grasses which are obscuring visibility, and out-

competing the wildflowers. We have been offered the use of a scarifier, and will provide a risk assessment. 

Our plan is to scarify just certain areas of the pilot verges which don't currently have many wildflowers, 

and to scatter seed of Yellow Rattle in these areas. Yellow Rattle is an attractive annual wildflower that 

parasitises grasses and therefore reduces their vigour.  Yellow Rattle will enable more wildflowers to grow, 

and will reduce the height of the grasses.  The scarifying would be done after the September 'cut and 

collect' mowing has been completed, and therefore when the grass is nice and short. 

Request for permission to plant additional wildflowers into the pilot re-wilded verges 

Wild about Kennington would also like to ask permission to carry out some further plug-planting of 

wildflowers into the pilot verges.  We have been growing seedlings of various wildflowers including Oxeye 

Daisy, Red Clover, Ladies Bedstraw, Bird's-foot Trefoil, Black Knapweed, Common Agrimony, Ribwort 

Plantain.  The plug-planting will be done in October. 

Improving the mowing regime for 2022 

In light of some of the problems that have been drawn to our attention with respect to the verges and 

traffic safety this year, Wild about Kennington would like to recommend some changes to the mowing 
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regime for the verges for next year. Amongst ideas we are contemplating, is a proposal to mow half of the 

width of the pilot re-wilded verges in mid-June, leaving the half furthest from the road edge unmown for 

wildlife. Mowing half of the width of the verge in mid-June will not only improve visibility for traffic along 

The Avenue, but it will also encourage more wildflowers to appear in this mown strip later in the summer 

and autumn. We will put together some revised wording for the 2022 mowing contract, together with a 

diagram showing this more clearly. 

Thank you for your help in raising these matters with the Parish Council.” 

176.21 It was resolved that Wild about Kennington can go ahead with plug planting and sewing of yellow rattle. 

Further decisions will be taken after the results of the consultation in relation to the wild verges are 

known. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Russell and voted for by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Wild about Kennington that plug planting and sewing of yellow rattle can take place 

now, but any further decisions will be made by the parish council after the results of the public 

consultation are known. 

 

T The grass cutting and village maintenance contract is due to go to tender in the next financial year, so the 

contract needs to be agreed in time for the budget meeting in December. 

177.21 It was agreed that Cllrs. Charlett, Smith and Cobb will meet with the clerk to discuss the grass cutting and 

village maintenance contract and suggest any amendments before this goes to tender. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange a meeting with Cllrs. Charlett, Smith and Cobb to go through the grass cutting and 

village maintenance contract.  

 

U Email received from Cllr. Ms. Jempson: 

“Wild About Kennington Verges - It has been noticed that, cats are hunting in and amongst these verges. 

This could potentially pose a danger not only to peoples' cats, but also to vehicle users entering and exiting 

the village via the main road.” 

 The council noted these comments. 

 

Continuing issues  
V Update from Oxfordshire County Council in relation to the weeds and overgrowing branches on the 

footpath between Kennington Rd and Rowles Close: 

Thank you for your report. I have visited the site you pinpointed on the map, The Rowles Close to 

Kennington Road link footpath, see photos, and assessed the issue that you have identified. I can confirm 

that the vegetation overgrowing and obstructing this footpath is private vegetation, growing from, and the 

responsibility of, the owners of the adjacent properties. I have requested letters be sent to these owners, 

asking them to cut back their vegetation, within 28 days of receipt.  

In reply to your comment regarding the 'This footpath is very overgrown with weeds along the path'. This 

issue is not the responsibility of Oxfordshire County Council. Street cleaning of the footway and 

carriageway (including this soil with the weeds growing from it, created by decomposing fallen leaves etc.) 

is the responsibility of the Vale of White Horse District Council. “ 

W The damaged pavement outside 187 The Avenue has been repaired by Oxfordshire County Council. 

 

178.21 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Grant requests 

A Kennington Horticultural Society – request for grant to cover the room hire costs for this year’s show 
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179.21 It was agreed that the council would approve a grant to Kennington Horticultural Society. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

180.21 A proposal was made by Cllr. Charlett to grant the sum of £167.50, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Horticultural Society of the council’s decision 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

B Email from district council in relation to Civil Parking Enforcement, which is due to start on 1st November 

2021 with request for information about areas which require attention 

181.21 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council will suggest the following areas which require attention: 

 Outside the Co-op; the bottom of Kenville Road and the bottom of Edward Road. The parish council will 

also draw attention to the double yellow lines at the top of Poplar Grove, which are no longer enforced 

but have not yet been removed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to request for information from Civil Parking Enforcement Team 

 

C Lord-Lieutenant of Oxfordshire - Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

182.21 It was resolved that the council will not organise an event for the Queen’s jubilee as it is planning to 

organise another Summer Fun Day instead. 

D Vale of White Horse District Council – Anticipated Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment due.  

183.21 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council would like to receive the CIL funds from Vale of White Horse 

District Council and this money will be used towards the Playfield Rd pavilion project. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform district council that Kennington Parish Council would like to receive the CIL funds. 

 

E Oxford to Cambridge Arc – request from OCC to respond to consultation  

184.21 It was resolved that councillors will send comments to the clerk, who will respond to the consultation on 

behalf of the council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to consultation on the Oxford to Cambridge Arc 

 

Correspondence for information  
F Barclays – changes to your auto-transfer arrangements 

G IAC Audit and Consultancy Ltd – introductory letter for internal audit services 

H South and Vale: New head of Legal & Democratic and Monitoring Officer 

I Free electric blanket testing – posters printed and added to noticeboards 

 

J Oxfordshire Plan 2050 consultation – posters printed for noticeboards and shared on Facebook 

K Letter to advise that St Swithun’s School is promoting a new walking to school initiative 

L Radley Parish Council – consultation document in relation to a proposed community building at The Lawns  

M Vale of White Horse District Council - Get involved with the Thames river clean up 

 

185.21 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 July 2021 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £92,826.28 
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National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £86,487.50 

Total £264,749.97 

 
Income received in July 

 
 
 
 

 
Direct debits paid in August 

 
 
 
 
 

Accounts paid in August 

Invoice No.     

 Cambridge & Counties Bank 
3 Year Fixed Bond Interest 15/5/20 – 19/5/21 

£1,487.50 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Playfield Rd pavilion gas supply July 2021 

£8.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

068 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for July less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,176.32 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

069 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for July less tax 

£354.93 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

070 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£295.29 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

071 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for July 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

072 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting in August 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

073 Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd. 
BMX track maintenance and repairs 

£4,296.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

074 Plantscape Ltd 
Replacement flower basket for village sign 

£165.48 General Power of 
Competence 

075 Amazon Payments UK Ltd 
HDMI cable, file dividers, cable ties 

£19.56 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

076 Mrs R L Brown 
Buzz Network Virtual Landline for August (£7.96); 
bouncy castle hire (£95.00); rake (£16.00); SumUp card 
reader (£34.80); stiff broom (£6.59); Summer Fun Day 
prizes (£40.98); collection of fly tipped waste (£159.99) 

£361.32 Section 111 LGA 
1972; General Power 

of Competence 

077 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. 
Playing fields, verges and cemetery grass cutting in July 

£1,488.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976; Section 214 (6) 
LGA 1972; Highways 

Act 1980  

078 Dataprint 
Best Kept Garden competition winners’ posters and 
certificates printing; Summer Fun Day poster printing 

£33.60 General Power of 
Competence 

079 Grundon Waste Management Ltd. 
Wheelie bins for July 

£86.06 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1876 
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Amount transferred in August: £9,035.94 
 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 August 2021 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £83,787.09 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £86,487.50 

Total £255,710.78 

 
Income received in August 

 
 
 
 

 
Additional income received in September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Direct debits to be paid in September 

 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in September 

080 Discount Displays Ltd. 
6 panel folding display stand  

£160.74 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

081 Viking Direct 
Printer ink, paper, marker pens, refuse sacks, hand 
sanitiser 

£126.64 Section 111 LGA 
1972; General Power 

of Competence 

082 Oxfordshire Play Association 
Hire of giant outdoor games and gazebos 

£44.00 General Power of 
Competence 

Invoice No.     

 R L Brown 
Reimbursement for overpayment of bouncy castle hire 

£4.75 

   

Summer Fun Day 
Cash received from Summer Fun Day on 30/8/21 

£1,061.74 

Summer Fun Day 
Card payments from Summer Fun Day (£176.00) less processing fee 

£173.02 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Precept 2nd half 2021-22 

£48,535.00 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Playfield Rd pavilion gas supply August 2021 

£8.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

083 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for August less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,176.32 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

084 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for August less tax 

£354.93 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

085 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£295.29 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

086 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for August 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 
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Amount to be transferred in September: £7,590.90 
 
186.21 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
187.21 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted unanimously. 

 
188.21 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 6 July, 27 July and 10 August 2021 were noted.  

 

189.21 FRESHER’S FAIR / WHAT’S OCCURRING IN KENNINGTON 

190.21 It was resolved that this will be incorporated into the Summer Fun Day on the August bank holiday 

Monday in 2022. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Start to advertise and plan event for bank holiday Monday August 2022. 

087 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting in September 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

088 Mr C Charlett 
Pack of fencing pins and tap connectors 

£44.75 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

089 Amazon Payments UK Ltd 
Plastic tokens for Summer Fun Day and file dividers 

£32.20 Section 111 LGA 
1972; General Power 

of Competence 

090 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. 
Playing fields, verges and cemetery grass cutting in 
August 

£1,848.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976; Section 214 (6) 
LGA 1972; Highways 

Act 1980  

091 Mrs R L Brown 
Buzz Network Virtual Landline for August (£7.96); prizes 
for Summer Fun Day (£100.42); food/drink for Summer 
Fun Day (£210.59) 

£318.97 Section 111 LGA 
1972; General Power 

of Competence 

092 Beacon Surveying Services 
Cost estimate for Playfield Rd pavilion project 

£1,440.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

093 Dataprint 
Prints of Playfield Rd plans for display 

£18.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

094 Scorpion Signs Ltd. 
2x Summer Fun Day banners 

£60.00 General Power of 
Competence 

095 Savills (on behalf of St John’s College) 
Forest Side rent 29/09/21 – 24/12/21 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

096 GreenThumb 
War memorial lawn treatment 

£58.50 War Memorials Act 
1923 

097 Earth Anchors Ltd 
Surrey recycled bench and engraved plaque 

£504.00 General Power of 
Competence 

098 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire July and August 

£72.00 Section 134(4) LGA 
1972 

099 RoSPA Play Safety Ltd 
Annual play area inspections 

£263.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

100 Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd. 
Alpha software and maintenance license 2021/22 

£148.80 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

101 Grundon Waste Management Ltd 

Wheelie bins at playing fields in August 

£65.24 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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191.21 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

192.21 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) – The practice has commissioned Livi to provide 

online consultations with a GP, which is proving quite successful after the initial hiccup. The practice has 

contracted for 100 consultations per month. The PPG has met with the new Practice Manager who has 

been interviewing for new staff. There are currently only three doctors between both surgeries. The 

reception at Kennington is currently shut after 4pm due to staff shortages, but a much clearer sign is 

needed to inform patients. Kennington surgery is open and is open later on Wednesdays. The practice is 

trying to recruit new doctors and a new GP is due to start in October. Unfortunately, it is difficult to recruit 

new doctors due to the current CQC report. It has been agreed that the PPG can redo the garden inside 

the practice in Kennington.  

 

193.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

194.21 Cllr. Powles advised that the council will need to start thinking about organising Santa’s sleigh for this 

year. Cllrs. Powles and Mrs. Buckingham will meet with the clerk to discuss the arrangements once the 

dates have been confirmed with Abingdon Lions.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting with Cllrs. Mrs. Buckingham and Powles to discuss the arrangements for 

the sleigh 

 

195.21 Cllr. Bakewell – The signs on Bagley Wood Road outside Chandlings are damaged – are these going to be 

replaced soon? 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Check that these damaged signs have been reported on Fix My Street 

 

 The tree on the corner of Grundy Crescent and The Avenue has several low hanging branches and needs 

trimming. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report this tree to Oxfordshire County Council on Fix My Street 

 

 It was queried what the scaffolding outside the church hall was for. Cllr. Baggott advised that it was to look 

at the possibility of restoring the stonework on the church hall and to investigate what is needed. This will 

be a very long-term project due to the cost. 

196.21 Cllr. Smith advised that a company was doing some work on Upper Road a couple of weeks ago and left 

signs on lampposts in the area. It was confirmed that these are illegal on street furniture and the parish 

council has the power to remove these. 

197.21 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham reported that the war memorial is looking shabby and it is difficult to read the 
names.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain a quotation for re-lettering the names on the war memorial 

 

198.21 Cllr. Cobb queried when the garden waste collection is due to restart. Cllr. Johnston reported that the 

district council is very sorry that this problem has occurred and he will report back as soon as possible. 

199.21 Cllr. Charlett advised that several of the litter bins in the village are looking tired and could do with 

replacing. It would be good to have a couple more at Forest Side, especially near the new picnic table. 

There are two that need replacing at Playfield Rd and some near the village hall.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ascertain which bins need replacing and obtain some prices. The clerk will also see which 

bollards in the village need replacing. 
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Some years ago, a bench was given to the village for Ted Perkins. This is in The Links play area and needs 

sanding and preserving again. Cllr. Feather has the preservative that has been used in the past. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask the Village Warden if he could sand the Ted Perkins bench and preserve 

 

 Cllr. Charlett also reported that he has been in correspondence with the Clerk to Radley Parish Council in 

relation to some issues with the Redrow development. Kennington Parish Council has not been contacted 

about issues with Thames Water sewerage, as the dates are slipping for the necessary work to be 

undertaken. It has been agreed that only 70 houses can be connected to the sewer in its current state, but 

currently 59 houses are occupied. This will need to be closely monitored.  

 

200.21 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Diana Lugova and Bob Johnston 

1. Update on the suspension of the Garden Waste service. Vale had no choice but to agree to Biffa business 
continuity plan and temporarily suspension the service at the beginning of last month due to the national 
shortage of HGV drivers so that DC could continue to provide core waste collections – rubbish, recycling 
and food – without major disruptions. Garden waste - Vale of White Horse District Council 
(whitehorsedc.gov.uk). Vale is pushing Biffa to resume the services ASAP and will provide updates when 
available.  

2. The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 - an innovative strategic planning framework - is currently being consulted 
upon. The consultation is for 10 weeks in total, ending on Friday 8 October. The information is available 
on the website Oxfordshire Plan - Have your say (oxfordshireopenthought.org) with details of the draft 
policies including those related to tackling climate change, improving environmental quality, and housing 
need. 

3. COVID Vaccination. Anyone age 18+ can book an appointment via National Booking Service or calling 
119.  Anyone aged 16 and 17 can attend a local walk-in clinic if available or attend the Kassam as a walk-
in. No appointment necessary. 

4. Residents and community groups across Vale of White Horse (and across Oxfordshire) are being 
encouraged to come together in their local communities to plan actions for the Green Week The 
Oxfordshire Great Big Green Week – Oxford Friends of the Earth (oxfoe.co.uk) such as Clean Up events.  

 
201.21 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Bob Johnston 

1.  We are expecting the latest proposals for Lodge Hill at any time.  We believe that the County have 

taken on board the need for traffic calming in the surrounding villages and for the roundabouts to be 

more cyclist friendly. 

2.  Discussions are continuing on recasting the County grass cutting contract.  The new emphasis will be on 

maintaining vision splays and cycle tracks but leaving as much space for wildlife as possible.  It is intended 

to complement schemes such as the experimental Kennington one.  

 

202.21 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

Bollards on Bagley Wood Road; Summer Fun Day 2022 

 

203.21 ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS – None  

 

Meeting closed at 8:57 pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/garden-waste/
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/garden-waste/
https://www.oxfordshireopenthought.org/oxfordshire-plan
https://www.oxfoe.co.uk/the-oxfordshire-great-big-green-week/
https://www.oxfoe.co.uk/the-oxfordshire-great-big-green-week/

